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BOOK I. 

CiCEHO exhorts his son, a young student at Athens, not to 
forget liis Latin, though he was in a Greek university j but 
to mix the studies of botli those languages, and also learii 
to write both us a philosopher and an orator. 

Dkak Son Marcus, 

Chav. I. Thouo.h after a year’s study under Cratip- 
pus,‘ and that at such a place as Athens, you ought to 
have abundantly furnished yourself with knowlege in 
the doctrines and rules of philosophy ; having had the 
advantage of so eminent a master to supply you with 
learning, and a city that affords you such excellent 
examples ; yet I should think it convenient for you 
(which is a method 1 took for my own improvement) 
alw’ays to mingle some Latin with your Greek in the 
'studies of eloquence, as well as philosophy, that you 
may be equally perfect in both those ways of writing, 
and make yourself master of either language : for the 
furtherance of which, I am apt to imagine, 1 have done 
no inconsiderable service to our countrymen ; so that 
not only those who do not understand Greek, but even 

’ The most noted Peripatetic philosopher of that age, and a 
nmiliar acquaintance of Cicero. 



tho learned themselves will confess, that by reading 
my works, they have mended their styles, and some- 
what improved their reason and judgments. — Where- 
fore I am willing that you should learn indeed of Cra- 
tlppus, the greatest philosopher of the present age, and 
learn of him too as long as you desire it ; and so long 
I think it is your duty to desire it, as you find yourself 
sufficiently benefited by it: but withal, I would have 
you to read my writings, which very little differ from 
those of tlie Peripatetics ; for both we and they profess 
ourselves followers, not of Socrates only, but of Plato 
likewise. As for the matters contained in them, use 
your own judgment with freedom and impartiality, for 
I lay no manner of restraint on you : your improve- 
ment in the Latin is what I chiefly desire, which I am 
confident must follow from a careful perusal of them. 
Nor let any one think that I am vain and pretending 
when I speak thus : for, allowing to some others the 
precedence in philosophy, should I assume to myself 
what is the part of an orator, viz. to speak suitably, 
methodically, and handsomely on any subject, seeing 
1 have spent my whole lifd in that study, 1 think it is 
no mure than what I might reasonably and fairly lay 
claim to. I cannot but very earnestly desire you, 
therefore, my dear Cicero, to read my books with care 
and diligence ; not my orations only, but these pieces 
also that concern philosophy, which are now of a bulk 
almost equal to them ; for though in the former there 
is more of the force and power of eloquence, yet is the 
smooth and even style of the latter by no means to be 
neglected : and of all the Grecians, I find not one that 
has employed his pen in both these kinds, and been at 
opce successful in the language of the bar, aud this 
other more gentle and easy style of philosophical dis- 
cou||^> unless Demetrius Phalereus may be reckoned 
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for one, who is subtle enough in his disputes of philo- 
sophy, but, metliinks, in his oratory, wants that spirit 
and veheinence that is requisite: however, has so much 
of sweetness in him, that one might know he had been 
Theophrastus* scholar. Whether I have had any bet- 
ter success in both these ways, must bo left to the 
judgment of others to determine: I can only say that 
J have attempted them both. And it is my opinion, 
that if ever Plato had undertaken to plead, he would 
have been a most copious and powerful orator; and if 
Demosthenes had studied and discoursed of those things, 
wliirh he learned of Plato, he would have done it with 
a great deal of ornament and majesty. The same 1 
think true of Isocrates and Aristotle; each of whom, 
pleased with his own way of writing, neglected to culti- 
vate and improve the other. 

The reasons why he writes on this subject — The general use 
and importance of it— What sects of philosophers have u 
right to lay down any rules or precepts concerning it. 

II. But having resolved to write something at present , 
and a great many others hereafter to you, I thought 1 
could begin on no better argumeut than that which is 
fittest for your age, and most becoming my authority 
as a father; fur, of all those useful and important sub- 
jects, which philosophers have handled so largely and 
accurately, the precepts they ^have delivered about 
Offices or Duties seem of the largest extent and com- 
prehension ; for they take in every part of our lives, 
80 that whatever we go about, whether of public or 
private affairs, whether at home or abroad, whether 
considered barely by ourselves, or as we stan^in rela- 
tion to other people, we lie constantly under an obli- 
gation to some duties: and as all the virtue and credit 
of our lives proceed from the due discharge of this, so 
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all the baseness and turpitude of them result from the 
non-observance of the same. Now, thoupli this be a 
.subject which all philosophers have employed them- 
selves about, (for, who ever dared to assume that«name 
without layiiip; down some instructions about duty?) 
yet have some sects of them given such accounts of 
man's happiness and misery, as destroy the very being 
of virtue and honesty : for he that makes any thing his 
chiefest good, wherein justice or virtue does not bear 
a part, and sets up profit, not honesty, for the measure, 
of his happiness ; as long as he acts in conformity with 
his own principles, and is not overruled by the mere 
dictates of reason and humanity, can never do the 
offices of friendship, justice, or liberality : nor can he 
ever be a man of courage, who thinks that pain is the 
greatest evil ; or he of temperance, who imagines plea-: 
sure to be the sovereign good. Which things are all 
so obvious and plain, that one would think they could 
never stand in need of a dispute; however, I have 
largely discoursed on them in another work.* These 
sects, therefore, unless they are resolved to be incon- 
sistent with themselves, ought wholly to abstain from 
speaking any thing about duties ; nor indeed can any 
constant, unalterable, rational rules of them at all be 
given, unless it be by those who go on this principle, — 
that it is virtue alone, or at least that chiefly, whicii 
ought to be desired for its own sake. So that only the 
Stoics, Academics, and Peripatetics, have a right to 
lay clown any rules on this subject ; for as to the opi- 
nion of Aristo, Pyrrho, and Herillus, that Jias been 
exploded a good while ago ; who might have claimed 
a privil^e to treat about duties, as well as the former 
three, had they but left the possibility of choosing, 
i.- 

* treatise On tlie End of Good and Evil. 
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and allowed at least so much difTerence between things, 
as to put us into a capacity of finding out our duty, 
and distinguishing it from that which is not so. 1 
shali follow therefore at this time, and on this subject 
more especially, the Stoics ; not as a bare translator of 
them, but, according to my usual custom, shall take 
out of their stores so much, and after such a manner, 
as in my own judgment I shall think most convenient. 
Seeing then the whole of our following discourse is 
designed to be about Offices or Duties, I think it will 
be necessary for me, in the first place, to determine 
and fix the signification of the word ‘ Office," which I 
cannot but wonder to find omitted by Panmtius: for 
every clear and rational discourse on any subject ought 
first to begin with an explication of that subject, so 
tliat we may have a distinct conception* of what we are 
afterwards to discourse about. 

The whole subject consists of tw'o parts, ordinary and perfect 
duties ; and what they are — The general method he designs 
to take in the whole w'ork. 

III. The whole subject of duties then, in its greatest 
latitude, comprehends under it these two parts: the 
first is taken up in explaining wbai is good, and what 
our greatest good ; the second in certain directions and 
preceptsy according to which on all occasions it is our 
duty to govern onr lives and actions. To the first part 
belong such questions as these, whether all duties are 
perfect or not? and, whether one can be greater or less 
than another? with several others to the same purpose. 
Not hut that the duties of this second part, the rules 
and precepts of which are laid down, have some ten- 
dency and relation to our chiefest good ; but only it 
does not so plainly appear, because they seem to con- 
cern more immediately the government of our lives 
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and regulation of our manners; and these are they 
which 1 design to explain in the following treatise. 
There is also another distribution of duties, some of 
them being called middle or ordinary, and otherstiper> 
feet or complete. To the latter, I think, we may give 
the name of right or straight. By that which we have 
called right or straight, is meant a virtue that is wholly 
complete in all its parts, without any manner of flaw or 
imperfection ; and by that which we have called ordi> 
nary, such a one as a fair and reasonable account may 
be gijfen for the doing of it. Now these fair and 
reasonable accounts are all to be drawn from several 
heads, which are by Pametius reduced to three, and 
may be called general heads of deliberating or doubt- 
ing concerning any action, whether it should or should 
not be done. The flrst is, when it is consulted or 
doubted, whether the action that is under consideration 
be honest or dishonest ; in which inquiry men are often 
divided between several opinions. The second is when 
it is inquired and consulted, whether the action that 
is under deliberation will supply us with the pleasures 
and conveniences of life, furnish us with plenty of out- 
ward things, such as riches, honors, power, &c. which 
may put us into a capacity of doing good to ourselves, 
and to all those for whom we are more nearly con- 
cerned; all which inquiry comes under the general 
head of profit. ..The third ground or reason of doubt- 
ing is, when tlliat thing which seems to be profitable 
for us comes into competition with that which is honest ; 
for then our interest drawing us one way, and honesty 
pulling us back another, the wavering mind is, as it 
were, torn in ^^sunder between the two, and is racked 
with doubting and anxious thoughts. There is no 
greater fault id aDj(;^division, than not to take in all the 
several pairts 0f the. matter to be divided; and yet two 
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are omitted in the now-mentioned one of Panaetius : 
for men not only consult and deliberate whether such 
an action be honest or dishonest ; hut also of two 
honeys that are both proposed to them, which is the 
most so ; and in like manner of two profitablcs, which 
is the most profitable. From whence it appears, that 
what he thought was contained in three, ought rather 
to he divided into five heads. AVe must then, in the 
first place, discourse about honesty, and this we shall 
do under these two inquiries : whether the thing pro- 
poscci be honest or dishonest? and, of two that are 
honest, which is tlie most so? which will make Hie 
subject of our first book. We shall treat in our second 
of profit or interest under the same heads. And 
lastly, in our third we shall endeavor to show, when 
a seeming advantage and honesty come into compe- 
tition, how a good man should determine bis judg- 
ment. 

The excellence of the nature of man — JIow the several virtues 
are agreeable to its dictates, and result from them — Where- 
in honesty ih general consists. 

IV. The first thing to be taken notice of is this, that 
every creature doth by nature endeavor to preserve 
its own self, its life and body; and to shun and avoid 
those things which appear prejudicial and hurtful to 
it ; but to seek and procure whatever is necessary for 
the support of its being, and advancement of its happi- 
ness, such as food, shelter, and the like. There is 
likewise common to all sorts of animals a desire for 
the continuance and propagation of their several spe- 
cies ; together with a love and concern for their young 
ones. Now there is this special difference between 
men and brutes ; that the latter are governed by nOn 
thing but their senses, never look any farther than just 
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to what strikes and affects them at present, and have a 
very little, or hardly any concern, for what is past or 
to come ; but the former are creatures endowed with 
reason, which gives them a powder to carry ♦their 
thoughts to the consequences of things, to discover 
causes before they have yet produced tlieir effects ; to 
see the whole progress, and even the first seeds, as it 
were, and appearances of them ; to compare like oc- 
currences with like, and by joining what is past and 
wbat is to come together, to make a just estimate of 
the one from the other ; whereby they are able at once 
to* take a view of their whole lives, and accordingly to 
make provision for the necessities of them. And the 
same force of reason makes all men by nature to love 
one another, and desire an intercourse of words and 
actions. It begets in them, likewise, a somewhat ex- 
traordinary love and afi'ectiori for their own children ; 
and strongly inclines them to frequent public meetings, 
and keep up societies one amongst another. For the 
same reason also they are very industrious to fltovide 
for the necessaries and conveniences of life ; and that 
not only for themselves in particular, but for their 
wives, their children, and others whom they have a 
kindness for, and are obliged to take care of ; which 
concern is very proper to rouse up the spirits, and 
make them more vigorous and active in business. But 
of all the properties and inclinations of men, there is 
none more natural and peculiar to them than an ear- 
nest desiile and search after truth. Hence it is that 
our minds are no sooner free from the thoughts and 
engagements of necessary business, but we presently 
long be either seeing, or hearing, or learning of 
something ; and esteem the knowlege of things secret 
and wonderful as a necessary ingredient of a happy 
life, Hlpuince it appears that nothing is more agree* 
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Able and suited to the nature and minds of men than 
undisguised openness, truth, and sincerity. Next to 
this love and aflection for truth, there follows in the 
sonUan impatient desire and inclination to pre-emi- 
nence ; so that whoever has the genuine nature of a 
man in him, will never endure to be subject to another, 
unless he be ono that instructs or advises, or is in- 
vested with a just and lawful authority for the benefit 
of the public : whence there arises a greatness of soul, 
which sets it above all the petty concerns ami triflkig 
enjoyments of this present world. It is anothe^ ajid 
that too no mean prerogative of our reasonable imture, 
that man alone can discern all the beauties of order 
and decency, and knows how to govern his words and 
actions in conformity to them. It is he alone that, of 
all the creatures, observes aud is 'pleased with tho 
beauty, gracefulness, and symmetry of parts in the 
objects of sense ; which nature and reason obse^rving 
in them, from thence take occasion to apply the same 
also fb those of the mind ; and to conclude that beauty, 
consistency, and^cgularity, should be much more kept 
up in our words and actions ; and therefore command 
us, that nothing be done that is etfeminate or unbe- 
coming ; and that so strict a guard be kept over every 
thought and action, as that no indecency be either 
conceived^r practised by us. From these inclinations 
and instincts of nature arises and results that honesty 
we are seeking for; which, however little valued and 
esteemed it may be, is nevertheless virtuoujlhnd amia- 
ble in itself ; and which w'e may justly say, though it 
were commended by no one, is yet in its own nature 
truly commendable. 

The admirable beauty of honesty — Four general heads from 
which all the several duties arise. 

Vf Thus, son Marcus, have 1 given you a rough 
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draught, atid just the outlines, as it were, of honesty ; 
which, could she be seen in her full beauty with mortal 
eye, would make the whole w'^orld (as Plato has said) 
be in love with wisdom. Now whatever is contrined 
under the notion of honesty arises from one of these 
four heads ; first, a sagacious inquiry and observation 
for the finding out of truth, which may be called by 
the general name of prudence : secondly, a care to 
maintain that society and mutual intercourse which is 
between them ; to render to every man what is his 
due ; and to stand to one's words in all promises and 
bargains ; whi we call justice : thirdly, the great- 
ness and unshaken resolution of a truly brave and 
invincible mind, which goes by the name of magnani- 
mity or fortitude : and lastly, a keeping of our words 
and actions within the due limits of order and decency ; 
under which are comprehended temperance and mode- 
ration. Now every one of these several heads, though 
they all have a mutual connexion and dependence on 
one another, has yet its peculiar class, as it wei%, and 
respective set of duties arising fron^it. From that, 
for example, which is mentioned f rst, and under which 
prudence and wisdom are contained, arises the duty of 
seeking, contemplating, and finding out of truth, which 
is the proper and peculiar business of those virtues: 
for it is then, and then alone, that we justly esteem a 
man prudent and wise, when we find that he is able to 
see and discover the truth of things ; and of an active, 
vigorous, lind piercing mind, to give an account of the 
reasons of them ; so that it is truth that is the |fl*oper 
object of both these virtues, and that about which they 
are only concerned. The other three heads more pe- 
culiarly belong to the active life,* and their business 
lies in procuring and keeping what is useful and neces* 
sary for the preservation of it ; as in holding up mu- 
tual love and correspondence among mankind;* in an 
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elevated greatness and strength of mind ; which ap- 
pears, as in getting things profitable and pleasant for 
ourselves and dependents, so more especially in de- 
spisi^ig and being above them. Then, as fur the last, 
viz. order, uniformity, moderation, and the like, it is 
plain they belong not only to contemplation, but have 
also a respect to our outward actions ; since from 
keeping of these within the bounds and limits of order 
and moderation, we are said to observe what is virtu- 
ous and becoming. 

PrudencG or contemplation of truth, the first of tho general 
virtues, is the nearest allied to the nature of man — Two 
cautions concerning it. 

VI. Having thus explained how tlie whole nature 
and power of honesty is deduced from some one of 
these four parts, we are now to discourse of them 
eacl).in particular. And, first, of Prudence, which is 
wholly taken up in the kiiowlege of truth, and has the 
uear4lt afiSnity of any with the reasonable nature of 
man. For how are we all of us drawn and enticed 
with the desire of wisdom ! how noble and glorious a 
thing do we imagine it to excel in knowlege ! and how 
meat! and reproachful do we count it, on the other 
hand, to slip, to be in error, to be ignorant, or to be 
imposed on ? In gratifying this so natural and virtu- 
ous inclination in the mind of man, there are two grand 
faults to be carefully avoided : the first is an over-great 
hastiness and rashness in giving up our ^sent, pre- 
suming that we know things before we really do so. 
Whoever desires (asT am sure all ought) to avoid this 
error, must in all his inquiries alloiy himself time, and 
diligently consider«the matter with himself, before be 
proceeds to pass his judgment on it. The second fault 
is, that a great many men bestow abundance of study, 
and a world of pains, on very difficult and obscure 
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subjects; and such as, perhaps, when they are found 
out, are of but very little, or no concernment. Would 
men but be careful to shun these two mistakes, what- 
ever study or pjiins they might spend on virtvous, 
worthy, or profitable subjects, it would not without 
reason be highly commended. Thus Caius Siilpicius* 
w’as heretofore praised for his skill in astronomy ; 
Sext. Pompeius,* since my memory, for his in geo- 
metry : many have been famous in the study of logic, 
and more in that of the civil laws : the more peculiar 
business of all which parts of learning is the finding 
out of truth. No man, however, should be so taken 
up in the search of truth, as thereby to neglect the 
more necessary duties of active life ; for, after all is 
done, it is action only that gives a true value and com- 
mendation to virtue. Not that w'e are able to be al- 
ways employed without intermission, but often retire 
from business to study; beside that. the mind, wdiich is 
in perpetual motion and agitations, of itself will sup- 
ply us with study and thinking, whether we se^our- 
selves to it or not. In a word, the general aim and 
design of our thought, and application of mind, is 
either the attainment of such things as are honest, and 
tend to a virtuous and happy way of life, or else the 
improvement of our reason and understanding in wis- 
dom and kuowlege. And this may suffice for the first 
of our general heads of duty. 

« 

The second 4 ;eneral virtue, which consists in the maintenance 

of human society — Two parts of it,^ustice and liberality. 

VII. Of the other remaining thrie^e, that which consists 
in uphol4ing s'oekiy, and Keeping up mutual love and 
good nhture amongst mankind, selros of the largest 
and most ditfusive extent. It comprehends tinder it 

* C. Suipicius Gallas. * Uncle to Pbmpey the Great. 
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these two parts: first, justice, which is much the most 
glorious and splendid of all virtues, and alone entitles 
us to the name and appellation of«good men ; and, se> 
condlj, beneficence, which may also be called either 
bounty or liberality. Now the first thing that justice 
requires of us is this ; that no one should do any hurt 
to another, unless by way of reasonable and just re- 
tribution for some injury received from him : and 
whatever belongs either to all jri common, or particular 
persons as their own property, should not be altered, 
but made use of accordingly. Now no man can say 
that he has any thing his own by a right of nature ; but 
cither by an ancient immemorial seizure, ns those who 
first planted uninhabited countries ; or, secondly, by 
conquest, as those who have got things by the right of 
the sword ; or else by some law, compact, agreement, 
or lot. It is by some of these means that the people 
inhab|^ing*Arpinum and Tusculum came to have those 
lands, which are now called theirs ; and the same may 
be said as to private men’s estates. However, since 
at present, by some of these ways, each particular 
man has his personal possessions, out of that which 
by nature was common to all, it is but just that each 
should hold what is now his own ; which, if any one 
endeavor to take away from him, he directly breaks 
in on common justice, and violates the rights of hu- 
man society. *' But seeing (as is excellently said by 
Plato) we are not ^orn for ourselves alone ; but that 
our native country, our friends and relations^ have 
a justalaim and title to some part of us and seeing 
whatsoever is created%n earth was merely designed 
(as the Stoics will have it) for the service of men ; and 
men themselves for ihe service, good, and assistance 
of one anotlier ; we certainly in this should he followers 
of Nature, and second her intentions ; and *by pro- 
jtll that lies within the reach of our power for 
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the general interest, by mutually giving and fecciving 
good turns, by our knowlege, industry, riches, or 
other means, shouM endeavor to keep up that love 
and society, that should be amongst men. the 

great foundation of justice is faithfulness, which con- 
sists in being constantly firm to your word, and a con-” 
scientious performance of all compacts and bargains. 
The vice that is opposite to justice is injustice, of 
which there are two sorts: the first consists in the 
actual doing an injury to another ; the second, in 
tamely looking on while he is injured, and not helping 
and defending him though we are able : for he that in- 
juriously falls on another, whether prompted by rage, 
or other violent passion, does as it were leap at the 
throat of his companion ; and he that refuses to help 
him when injured, and to ward off the wrong if it lies 
in his power, is as plainly guilty of baseness and in- 
justice, as though he had deserted his fathe|r, his 
friends, or his native country. Now that former in- 
justice, which consists in the wilful and actual wrong- 
ing another, has oftentiro^ no other cause but fear ; 
when he, who designedlymoes a man an injury, is 
afraid lest himself should be forced to undergo one, 
if he does not secure himself by doing it oh forehand. 
But, generally speaking, the great source and fountain 
of all such injustice is the satisfying some irregular 
and exorbitant appetite ; and in a more especial man- 
ner, the desire of riches ; of which, we shall therefore 
say something in particular. 

The desire of riches and honoiiP a cause of 
VIBLlliches then are most commonly desbed, either 
to us with the necessaries of life, ot famish ut 

witl|||be^ pleasures and conveniences of it ; or else, as 
it often is observed to hhppen in persons of great jaiid 
aspiring minds, as a means of obtaining an interest in 
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iFie public, and a power of obliging and gratifying 
one's friends ; to which purpose ^s that saying of the 
late Marcus Crassus, that whoe^r designed to be a 
leadisig man in the commonwealth, ought never to 
think he had estate enough, till he could nmintain an 
•^army with its yearly revenue. Others take pleasure 
in splendor and magnificence, in a handsome, noble, 
and plentiful way of living: all which things have 
begot an insatiable greediness after money, without 
w'hich they can never be supported and maintained. 
Not but that a moderate desire of riches, and bettering 
a man's estate, so long as it abstains from oppressing 
of others, is allowable enough ; but a very great care 
ought always to be taken that w'e be not drawm to any 
injustice by it. There is another desire that makes 
men as apt to be forgetful of -justice, as that after 
riches ; the thirst, I mean, of empire, glory, ho- 
nors, &c. For that saying of Ennius, ‘ There is no 
inviolable faith or friendship in the matter of a king- 
dom though applied by him to that one case only, is 
yet fully as true in a grpajjl^any others ; for wherever 
^ the subject of contention is such, as tliat only one 
party caji meet with success, and the rest must fall 
short of what they desire ; things are usually carried 
to so great a height, as that it is very difiicfilt not to 
break in on faith and friendship. This hath appeared 
but too manifestly of late, in that rash ^nd most im- 
]iudent attempt of Caesar's ; who has broken through 
all those ties and obligations, that eitl;er by gods or 
men cqu)Jt ]be laid onnhim, for the compassing and 
getting j9l|j|tfaat dominion to himself, which he had 
vainly pfe^osed in his depraved imaginiation. But in 
this case, it is one very great unhappiness, that the 
thirst after honor, empire, pc^wer, &c. falls roost on 
men of the greatest souls and most exalted natures ; 

VOL. III. B 
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wherefore the greater care o\ight to be taken that no- 
thing of oflence be committed in this kind. Now it 
makes 'a great diiferlbce in all acts of justice, whether 
they proceed from some violent passion, which ^ for 
the most part of short continuance, or are done with 
design and previous deliberation : for those that are ; 
the eflects of a sudden gust of passion ought not to be 
esteemed of so heinous a nature, as those that proceed 
from premeditated malice. And this may suffice for 
the first sort of injustice, which consists in the actual 
doing of wrong, and the causes of it. 

Injustice of omission, and the causes of it. 

IX. As for the second, which only consists^n seeing 
another injured, and being wanting to our dutjt, by 
not defending him ; the causes of that are wont to be 
several : for some are afraid of offiending others, or of 
bringing a trouble and charge on themselves : others 
are negligent, idle, or mean-spirited : and a third sort 
there is, who are so taken up with their own concerns, 
that they have no time left, to regard the oppressed, 
whom yet it is their duty to save and protect. I am 
therefore of opinion, that Plato's consequence will 
hardly hold good where, speaking about the philoso- 
phers, he says, * They are wholly taken up in the 
seeking out of truth, and perfectly neglect and make 
light of those things which the rest of the world are 
so eager aftetf^and so contend abq^; and tliat there- 
fore the^ are iiistt^ This, I say, 1 am afraid is a bad ' 
consequence ; mr though, it ^ i>'oe,^tU|]|»|ji^j^the 
tirst sort of justice, inasmuch as they actuall^i^ no 
wrong; yet thny run perfectly counter to tb^ o^r; ^ 
for being enji^ed in their learning and stdijies, they 
abai|j|ob^heir friends to be injured by^others, whom 
in j^ice they ought to^havo' protected and defended* 
So tbalU^it is believed they hardly ever troubl^^ljbettir 
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selves so far, as at all to intermeddle with the business 
of the public, if it was not altogeUier, as it were, forced 
on them. But it were a great deiwbetter would they do 
it voluntarily ; for an action, though honest, is not 
therefore truly virtuous, unless it be done out ot 
choice, and with a good will. There are others yet, 
who out of a desire of improving their own estates, or 
else n morose and unsociable sort of temper, cry, they 
meddle with nobody's business but their own, that so 
they may seem to be men of strict honesty, and to in- 
jure nobody ; and they do indeed avoid the one sort 
of injustice, but directly run themselves into the other : 
for the% desert the common good and society of man- 
kind, wiile they bestow neither study, pains, nor 
mOit^y toward the preservation of it. Thus have I laid 
down the two sorts of injustice, and pointed out to you 
the causes of each ; and have also endeavored to ex- 
plain the true nature and extent of justice ; from all 
which account it will be easy to judge, unless we are 
extremely fond of our own ease, what those several 
duties are, which at sevei^l times are required of us. 
I say, unless we are fond of our own ease; for the 
truth of it is, it is a troublesome thing to be concerned 
in Ae business of other people : however, old Chremes 
in Terence thinks ‘ That he ought to bo concerned for 
the good of all men.' But be that as it will, forasmuch 
as the success of our own affairs, whey|er good or ill, 
more nearly condlins us, ani makes ua^more seiysible 
than ,that of another, which appears ^ us §mall, as a 
thing at a great distance; therefore we pass a quite 
ditferent judgment on the one and the other. And, on 
this account, it is a very good rule that is given by 
some ftien, ‘.that we should never venture on any ac- 
tion, of whi^ we doubt whq^her it is honest or dis- 
honest for honesty quickly would show itself by its 
own native brightness ; and the doubting about it is a 
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plain intimation that at least we suspected some in- 
justice when we did it. 

a 

Justice is altered by an alteration of circumstances — In ^hat 
cases promises are not binding, and a rigid adherence to 
the words of a law or bargain is an act of injustice. 

X. But here it is observable, that the limits of jus- 
tice are not so fixed, but that they may be altered by 
an alteration of circumstances; so that what at one 
time appears to be the duty of an honest and good 
man, at another is altered and becomes tl»e quite con- 
trary ; to deliver up a trust, for example, or perform 
' a promise, and other things relating to truth faith- 
fulness, are duties which justice itself will allow us, in 
several cases, to neglect or omit : for respect miud^e 
had to those general rules we before laid down, snrtbe 
ground and foundation of all justice*; — first, that no 
injury be done to another; and, secondly, that we 
make it our earnest tsndeavor to promote the good hnd 
interest of all mankind: so that our duty is not always 
the same, but various, according to a variety of circum- 
stances. There may be a contract or ftronrise, for in- 
stance, the performance of which would bring Very 
great damage, either to the person himself that m&de 
it, or the other party to whom it was made. Thus, 
had Neptune not granted what he promised to The- 
seus, Theseus ^d not sufifered the loss of his son Hip- 
polytus : f(t)r,'^s stftry goes, Neptune ^having 

grantW aW wishes, for the third he ^ once 

in a very great *assion;i desired the death of his own 
son ; by obtaining of which he was afterwards brought 
into greatest afflictions. .Such promises therefi^> 
are not to be kept, as will but bring 
him thby^were made to ; no more are thqjfr ten4 
to the damage of the promised himself, more than: to 
the profit of him they were promised to»— Aglun^ even 
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justice itself requires us lo perforin a greater before a 
lesser duty : you promise, for example, a friend of 
yours, to assist him in a cause that he has depending, 
but,, your son grows dangerously sick in the mean time : 
here it would be no breach of duty in you, if you 
should not make good what you promised to your 
friend ; and he himself rather would be much to blame, 
should he complain of being disappointed by you. 
Farther, it is plain to any one’s sense, that such sort 
of promises can never be binding as are made by peo- 
ple overawed by fear, or overreached by deceit ; most 
of which are void by the pretor’s edicts, and some oi 
them qi^n by the laws themselves. But another great 
spring wrom whicli injuries arise, is some quirk or 
and an oversubtle and malicious interpretation 
ofnKe laws ; from whence that saying, * The height of 
justice is the height of roguery,’ is now become a daily 
and common proverb among us. There are frequent 
examples of this to be met withiin our public trans> 
actions ; as that of him, for example, who, concluding 
a truce with the enemy for thirty days, made continual 
incursions^nto* their territory by night ; because, for- 
Bobtb, the truce was not made l^or so many nights, but 
only so many days. Just such a crafty and pitiful 
trick, if the story be true, was that notable cunning 
of Quintus Fabius Labeo, or whoever the man was, 
for 1 have it only by hearsay, who being by the senate 
appoiifted arbitr&tor in a cflffereDce A^ween those of 
Nola and Naples about their nBnd^* wl^n he^ came 
to the place that was appointed Tor Ime treaty, took 
aiade the commissioners of either party, and exhorted 
them privately not to.be too eager and greedy in 
their demands, but rather to take up and content them- 
selves withW^ss, than pretend to any more than what 
was honestly their duesi^ Both parties did so according 
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to his desire, so that a good quantity of ground was 
left between them ; this he even goes and adjudges to 
the Romans, leaving that to each party which they 
themselves had demanded. And is not this now to, de- 
ceive and cheat, rather than to judge ? In all cases 
therefore such subtle kind of tricks should be dili- 
gently avoided. 

Justice to be kept towards all men— Bounds to be observed 
in punishing those that have injured us — J^aws of war to be 
strictly observed. 

XI. There are certain duties also to he strictly ob- 
served, even towards those that have injureds^s ; for 
we ought not to go beyond certain bounds, in ^acting 
revenge and punishment of another : in which VJHjti- 
Gular it may, perhaps, be enough to make him^hat 
has wronged us repent of the wrong done; so that 
both he himself may abstain from the like, and others 
may be disdouraged|from injuring us for the future. 
There are certain peculiar laws of war also, which are 
of all things most strictly to be observed in the com- 
monwealth ; for there being two sorts of disputing in 
the world, the one by reason, and the other by open 
force ; and the former of these being that which is 
agreeable to the nature of man, and the latter to that 
of brutes ; when we cannot obtain what is our right by 
the one, we must of necessity have recourse to the 
other. It is dnbwaUe tHerefore to Undertake wars, 
hut it must alv^s iflwith design of obtaining a secure 
peace : and wh we heve got the better of olir ene- 
mies, we should rest content with the victory alone, 
and show ourselves merciful and kind to them after- 
wards, unlej^hey are such as have been, very cruel« 
and cojjyiiitied inhuman barbarities in tlid^War. Thus 
our fdmattiers took iuto^theiricity the i£qaians, VoIk 
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scians, Sabines^ and others whom they had subdued ; 
whereas Carthage and Numantia they intirely de- 
stroyed. I could wish 1 might not add Corinth too ; 
but ,I believe they had something in their eye when 
they did it, and more especiaHy the situation of the 
place ; which, being so very convenient as it was, they 
were afraid lest it might be at one time or other an en- 
couragement to revolt. In my opinion it is always 
our duty to do what we can for a fair and safe peace ; 
in which thing, if people would have betokened unto 
me, we might at this time have seen twfe republic, 
though, it is true, I cannot say in a florishing con- 
dition, uet certainly not as at present we perceive it, 
intirely™subverted and fallen into ruins. As we are 
bom^ to be merciful to those whom we have actually 
centered ; so should those also be received into fa- 
vor, who have laid down their arms, and thrown them- 
selves wholly on the geiierars mercy ; and that even 
though the breach be made in t]|eir city^alls. Our 
good forefathers were most strictly just as to this par- 
ticular ; the custom of those times making him the 
patron of% conquered city or people, who first re- 
ceived them into the faith and allegiance of the people 
of Rome. In short, the whole right and all the duties 
of war are most rigorously set down in the fecial laws ; ' 
out of which it is manifest, that never any war can be 
justly undertaken, unless satisfaction have been first 
demanded, and proclamatioti of it mAle publicly be- 
forehand. Popillius was comi^jjl^deyin one of the 
provinces, and Cato's son a young sotfier under him ; 
and Popillius thinking fit to disband one of his legions, 

> The feciales were a sort of priests or heralds among the 
Homans. e8ta||lished by Numa. whose busineslkiit was to de> 
termine all eases about the lawfulness of war, leagues, am- 
bassadors, &c. 
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it happened to be the same in which the young man 
was, who therefore was dismissed among the' rest of 
the soldiers : but having a mind to see more of the 
war, he notwithstanding this continued still iik^ the 
army. Shortly after gld Cato writes a letter to'Po- 
pillius, and therein desires him, ^ that if he sutfered 
his son to remain in the army, he would give him his 
military oath again ; * forasmuch as the former beihg 
void by his disbanding, he could not any longer fight 
lawfully with an enemy so religiously careful they 
were in tl4|| ^ays of doing nothing that is contrary to 
the laws of war. There is extant still an epistle of 
Cato the father to his son, in which he t^lls him, 

‘ that he had heard of his being disbanded bylthe con- 
sul, when he was a soldier in Macedonia, in the war 
with Perseus ; and therefore he advises him ifot'^by 
any means to intermeddle in a battle ; because, he 
says, it is unlawful for one that is no longer a soldier 
to engage m^b the ^emy. 

fhe civility of the old Romans towards their enemies — Some 

wars are only for empire, others for safety ^.^ifference of 

conduot to be observed in each.* 

XII. And here 1 cannot but observe moreover, that 
he who^ is prpperly called a stubborn enemy, bad by 
our anifstors a name given him, the gentleness of 
which some^at lessened the foulness and odium of 
the thing: ^|iap enemy, among them, signified the 
.satne thing that a ^^nger does pow amongst us ; as 
appears from th/^ laws of the Twelve Tables. Wbpt 
^eater courtesy could be shown than this, to c^U Ifpif * 
an enemy b^r ot^y the softest and most obliging names 
Though the wora h now altered, I confess, from l^t* 

' An o^^at wt^iven to the soldiers when they went 
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mild to a harsher sense; custom having changed it 
from what it first properly signified, a stranger, to de- 
note such a one as bears arms against us. We have 
told yfu already what previous causes and conditions 
there should be, before any war%n be lawful and just; 
the same are required even in those wars also, which 
,are jpndortaken merely for glory and empire ; but then 
all contests of this latter sort should be carried on 
with less heat and animosities ; for as in the differences 
that happen among citizens, we make a ^is^|ction be- 
tween a violent enemy and a generous ri^R, in on^ 
case nothing but a title of honor, in the other our lives 
and reputations being concerned ; so did our ancestors 
do in thefr wars. That which they waged with the 
Oimbers and Celtibers, was managed as with hateful 
and implacable enemies ; the question then being, not 
whether of the two should remain a conqueror, but 
whether should remain a people at all ;• wh^as those 
with the Latins, Carthaginians, l^rrhus,l|kc. were 
only quarrels about honor and dominion. The Car- 
thaginians were perfidious and treacheroua ; Hannibal, 
their great dimmander, cruel ; but all the rest more 
faithful and merciful. That speech of Pyrrhus is in- 
deed very extraordinary on restoring tbe c^tives, when 
he says, ^ 

V 

T neither gold of you nor price demand : 

Nor will 1 chaffer, but fight out the war : 
steel, not gold, to each their fate defeiCTe. • 

’Whether to you, or me dame FortunJPwill 
T^ victory grant ; or what tbe chance ofwar, 

Shvil courage try. And this 1 add withal. 

That freely 1 their liberties restore 

To these brave men, whose lives the war has spared. 

Freely I give | do you as freely take. 

In the name of the mighty go^. 
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A truly royal and princely saying, and worthy of 
the glorious tamily of the ^acidae ! 

Particular persons boiinAin justice to keep promises Made to 
aa!,a||emy — Justice to^be observed towards the meanest 
slftVes — Two ways whereby injuries are inflicted, fraud and 
force. 

XIII. It is also the duty of particular persons, if at 
any time forced by the necessity of their circumstances, 
they hai^mtde any promise or oath to an enemy, 
afterwarIVto see that they perform it faithfully. Thus 
Regulus was taken in the first Punic war by the Car- 
thaginians, and sent by them to Rome about an ex- 
change of prisoners, on solemn oath givlln that he 
would return to them agiiiii : first, then, as soon ^s lie 
was come to Rome, he advised the senate against 
making such an exchange, and when he had done so, 
though begged on to stay by his friends and relations, 
ratlfbr rJPurned t^a certain punishment than his oath 
should be broken, though made to an enemy. But 
Hannibal, in the second Carthaginian war, after our 
fatal defeat at Cannae, sent ten to Rofhe under the 
same obligation of returning again, unless by their 
interest they could prevail with the senate to redeem 
their prisoners ; who were all by the censors deprived 
of tliRr privileges as freemen, and tied to pay such 
and such (pities to the public as long as they lived, for 
not being true to their oaths and obligations. There 
W'as one of them Hougbt by a trick to liave eluded the 
force of his oath, but was uevettbeless puuisbej|||for^ll 
that : his shift was this, Hannibal had let thei^ep|krl 
his camp on the condition afore-mentioned ; 
fore the^hsd got a little way out of it,:, 
he do, bin come back to^ it again, und^ color of luring 
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forgot to take something, I know not what, with him ; 
and then away he goes out again, discharged, as he 
thought, from his obligation of returning. And so it 
is verj^true he was in word, but^ot in reality ; for in 
all such oaths we are not to atteira to the mere form of 
words, but the true design and intention of them. But 
the greatest example of justice to an enemy was shown 
by our ancestors towards king Pyrrhus. There came 
a deserter out of Pyrrhus' camp, and offered the senate 
to despatch him with poison ; which thty ami Fabri- 
cius were so far from accepting of, that they*gave him 
up again as a traitor to his master. Thus we may see, 
that they would not allow any unjust way of dealing, 
though for^be death of a powerful and invading adver- 
sary; and so much* for the duties required in war. 
There is one part of justice remaining behind, and 
which ought by no means to be forgqtten by us ; I 
mean that towards the lowest and meanest sort of peo- 
ple; and these are more especially those wS^call’*our 
slaves ; in relation to whont, it is a very good rule that 
is given by some men, that we should use them no 
otherwise than we do our day-laborers, make them 
first do their work, and then pay them' honestly what 
they have earned. In fine, to close up this discourse 
of justice, there are two ways or methods whcre^ one 
man may injure or oppress another ; the one is^aud 
and subtlety, the other open force and vi4|ence ; the 
former of which is esteemed tbe part of a fox, and the 
latter of a lion ; both of them certaifBy very unworthy 
0 ^ rjMonable creature, though fraud, I think, is^the 
more OTious of the two. But of all injustice^thetrs ia 
certainly of the deepest die, who make it tbei^usine& 
to apji^ear hone^tmen, even whilst they are jiractisin&r 
the gi^atest of vulanies. 
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Of liberality, the second part of general justice — Three cau- 
tions to be observed concerning it. 

XIV. We have now gone through with the^uhject 
of justice ; it rcmaiiu , in the next place, to gcgon ac- 
cording to our ineth^ proposed, that we say something 
likewise of bounty and liberality, than which there is 
nothing more nearly allied to the nature of man. But 
then we must observe these following cautions: — first, 
that we take care in all acts of bounty, that they be 
not prejpdioaal to those we would oblige by them, nor 
to any dlher body; secondly, that we do not in our 
bounty and liberality go beyond our estates ; and, 
thirdly, that we duly proportion our kindness, accord- 
ing to every man’s merit and deserts. And first of the 
former, which is grounded on the great and funda- 
mental principle of all justice, to which this duty in all 
its particular instances should be referred : — for he 
who, pretending to do one a kindness, does that which 
is reallyl^ prejudice to him, is indeed so far from being 
kind and obliging, as that be ought to be counted a 
most pernicious fiatterer; and to do any manner of 
injury to one, that you may show your generosity and 
bounty to another, is just one and the same sort of 
roguery and injustice, as to enrich yourself by the 
spoilr of your neighbor. Yet this is the fault of a 
great many people, and especiklly those who are de- 
sirous of glory, to take away from some ,that which 
justly belongs to them, that so they may have to be- 
I stow on others ; tind they are apt to think themselves 
extremely bountiful if they enrich their adheMt84>y 
any maimer of means. But this is so far fromTein^ a 
duty of liberality, that nothing in the worlif can be 
more oo^rary to it. It ought to be j^refore oitr first 
c|re*ii]^j^ing, that what we bestow be a real adv^mtage 
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and kindness to our friend, and no ways an injury to 
any third person. That action therefore of Ctcsar and 
Sylla^s, in taking away estates from the rightful pro- 
prietor, and giving them to oth^s, who had no right 
to them, ought by no means to re accounted liberal ; 
for nothing can ever be truly such that is not at the 
same time just and honest. A second caution to be 
observed was this : that our bounty be not suffered to 
exceed our a])ilities ; for they who give more than their 
estates will allow of, are, in the first pbi<;e, injurious 
to their own relations, by spending that health on 
other people which should rather have been given or 
left to them. lieside that this over-great bounty in 
giving is usually accompanied with an answerable de- 
sire and greediness of getting; which often proceeds 
even to downright oppression, that so men may have 
wherewithal to supply this extravagant humor. One 
may also observe in a great many people, that they 
take a sort of pride in being counted magnifieent, and 
give very plentifully, not from any generous principle 
in their natures, but only to appear great in the eye of 
the world ; so that all their bounty is resolved into 
nothing but mere outside and pretence, and is nearer 
of kin to vanity and folly, than it is to either liberality 
or honesty. The third caution was, that our bounty 
should be proportioned to the merits of the receiver ; 
in judging of which, we are first to consider* the man’s 
honesty or manners ; secondly, the good-will he bears 
towards us ; thirdly, the nearness of relation, or society 
thy^t is^etween us; and, lastly, the benefits v\e have 
formerfy received from him. It is desirable that all 
these inducements might concur in the sam^ person; 
but when they ^ not, we should bestow our kindness 
more especially on him, in whom we find thdCiost and 
weightiest of them. ^ 
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Honesty the first sort of merit — Modesty, temperance, &c., 
more especially to be regarded — Gratitude u most necessary 
duty — How to judge of tho value of any kindness. 

XV. Now seeing do not live amongst suchiras are 
perfectly and fully wise, but such as are thought to 
have done very well, if they are but, as it were, the 
rough draughts of virtue ; we ought to consider, I 
think, in the first place, that no one should wholly be 
neglected in this case, in whom there appears any 
shadow or resemblance of real honesty ; but that those 
men ought to be principally regarded, who excel in 
the quiet and more peaceable virtues of modesty, tempe- 
rance, and especially this justice, of which I have now 
been discoursing a great while : for most times great- 
ness of spirit and courage, unless it be in those who 
are perfectly wise and virtuous, is something too hot, 
and apt to boil over ; the others are the virtues, which 
seem more peculiarly to constitute a good man. And 
so much^ for the first sort of merit to be considered, 
viz. the manners or honesty of the person we would be 
kind to. The second was, the good-will which he 
hears towards us ; as to which it should always he our 
principal cifire to do most for him by whom we are 
most belbved. Now in judging of the good-will that 
any one bears us, we are not to consider, like boys 
and children, any sudden dashes and heats of passion^ 
but rather a constant and well-settled affection. But 
if a man, in the next place, has done’ us any real ser- 
vice, so that our part is to make a requital, and not 
first to lay an obligation on him, it is then our <^ty to 
take somj greater care ; for of all the virtues, there is 
none we are more necessarily obliged to, than grati- 
tude. I^then, according to Hesiod's ^rule, even that 
which wai no more than barely lent us, is, if possible, 
ta|>e returned back with interest again ; what abundant 
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returns should we make to those by whom we have 
been freely and generously obliged? What less can 
we do than be like fruitful helds, which produce be- 
yond comparison more than was thrown into them ? 
And ft* we do services even to tf^ose men, from whom 
we hope afterwards to receive any favors, ought we 
not much more to do the same to those, from whose 
forward kindness we have already received them ? For 
the virtue of liberality containing under it these two 
parts ; in the first place, the doing a kindness to any 
one ; and, secondly, the requiting it when done to us ; 
whether we will perform the former or not, is alto- 
gether left to our own choice ; but every good man is 
obliged to the latter, whenever he can do it without 
injustice. But then we are to make a distinction be- 
tween benefits, and are there bound to make the most 
ample returns, where the obligations we have received 
are the greatest: and to judge of the merits of any 
kindness, we are chiefly to consider in what manner it 
was done ; as whether freely, considerately, and from 
a principle of good nature : for several people do many 
things rashly, and with a blind sort of impulse ; throw- 
ing away their favors on all without distinction ; being 
hurried about, as it were with a tempest, by every mad 
and frolicsome humor, and every sudden or impetuous 
passion. A benefit, therefore, when received from such 
a one, is not to be esteemed of an equal value with those 
that proceed from a settled judgment and due conside- 
ration. But our principal duty, both in doing of kind- 
nesses and making requitals, is to do most for those 
that stand in greatest need of it, supposing all circum- 
stances else to be equal ; the contrary to which appears 
plainly in the practice and actions of the most part of 
men ; for people choose to bestow their .favors ou 
those from whom they expect to receive the most be^- 
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fits, though the persons perhaps do not at all stand in 
need of them. 

The first sort of alliance is that between all men in g:en<ft'al, to 
all of whom we are bound to render nssistaruie ; but with 
this caution, that we do not thereby make ourselves unable 
to assist those who are more nearly allied to us. 

XVI. The fourth inducement remaining to he spoken 
to is, the nearness of relation, or society that is amongst 
men ; for the maintenance of which, we cannot do bet- 
ter than to give most to those that stand nearest re- 
lated to us. But that we may consider, with greater 
distinctness, the natural principles of human society, 
we shall here trace it down from the fountain head. 
The first thing then to be tal^en notice of is this : that 
there is such a thing as a fellowship or society between 
all men in general : the bond or cement that holds this 
together is reason and discourse, which, by teaching, 
learning, communicating one with another, &c., easily 
make men agree together, and unite them all in one 
natural sort of conjunction and community : nor does 
any thing set us at a greater distance from the nature 
of beasts ; for we oftentimes talk of the courage of 
them, such as lions and horses ; but never a wo>d of 
their equity, justice, or goodness : and why is this, l^ut 
'because they are destitute of reason and discourse? 
This is then the largest and most comprehensive of all 
societies, being made up of men considered barely as 
such, and so taking in even the whole race and kind of 
them one with another; the duties of which are,,{o let 
evei^ one have a share in those things which by nature 
were produced for the common advantage and benefit 
of all ; to , let what is already determjped by laws and 
civ^ constitutions remain as it is, without breaking in 
eii^ny man's right ; as to wbiob things, however, we 
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should remember a rule, which is now among the 
Greeks become a usual proverb, ‘ All things in common 
amongst friends.' But perhaps you may ask what kind 
of thyigs we suppose them to be which ought to be com- 
mon to all mankind : Ennius has given us one instance 
of them, which may easily be applied to a great many 
others : 

He that directs the wandering traveller. 

Doth, as it were, light another’s torch by his own ; 

"Which gives him ne’er the less of light, for that 
it gave another. 

By this one case he sufficiently teaches us, that what- 
ever kindness can be done for another, without any 
damage or loss to ourselves, it is our duty to do it, 
though to a stranger. From hence have arisen those 
general maxims and principles of humanity, not to 
deny one a little running water-; or, the* lighting his 
fire by ours, if he has occasion ; to give the best coun- 
sel we are able to one who is in doubt or distress: 
which are things that do good to the person that re- 
ceives them, and are no loss or trouble to him that 
confers them. Such things, therefore, being by nature 
common, should accordingly be kept open for the free 
use o/ all men ; and of those which are our own we 
should always be giving something that may contribute 
4 |^to 4he benefit and welfare of the whole. But because . 
the revenues of particulars arc small, and. there are 
infinite numbers of those that want, therefore is this 
universal bounty to be kept within the limits pre- 
scribed by Ennius, * it gives him never the less of 
light that so we may have it still within our power 
to be liberal to those who are more nearly allied to us. 

Several other degrees of relation, with their appropriate rank 
ana duties, here enumerated. 

XVII. But there are several degrees of society i 
etc. VOL. III. c 
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fellowship) amongst mankind ; for to take now our 
leave of that general and universal one already men- 
tioned, there is a nearer among those who are all of 
the same country, nation, or language, than which no- 
thing more knits and unites men to one another^ There 
is a closer yet among those who are all of the same 
city; for a great many things are in common to fellow- 
citizens, such as markets, temples, walks, ways, law's, 
privileges, courts of justice, freedom of votes, besides 
common meetings and familiarities, and abundance of 
business and intercourse with one another. But there 
is a strictfer bond of alliance still between those whd 
belong to the same family, as taking into it but a very 
small part of that vast and immense one of all man- 
kind. The closest and nearest of all societies is be- 
tween man cgid Wife ; then fdllows that between them 
and their children, and afterwards that of the whole 
family, who inhabit together and have all things iit 
common ; which is, as it were, the first beginning of a 
city, and ground or seed-plot of a whole common- 
wealth. Next to this domes the bond of relation be- 
tween brothers, as also between first and second cou- 
sins ; who, growing too numerous to live in the same 
house, are sent out to others, aS it were into new colo- 
nies. Next after this follow marriages and alliances, 
and so a* new stock of relations that way ; from whence i 
comes hew propagation and offspring, which serves 
to give Vise, as w^ said, to commouw'ealths. Now 
that nearness of blood, and the natural love which 
arises froiti it, cannot but endear men to one another, 
is past all doubt ; it is a very great matter to have the 
s^me relics and monuments of our ancestprs, to make 
use of the same religious ceremonies, and be laid, after 
death, in the same place of burial. But of all the so- 
and^ unions amongst men, there is none more 
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excellent, or mofe closely knit, than when such as are 
men of real virtue and honesty, from a certain ag^ree- 
meiit and likeness of their manners, contract a famili- 
arity ^and friendship one with another ; for virtue and 
jjoodness (as w'e often observe) of necessity moves ns 
wherever we see it, and makes ns all have a love and 
respect for that person in whom we discover it ; and as 
every virtue thus wins on our hearts, and even forces 
ns to love those we believe to possess it, so more espe- 
cially do justice and beneficence; But when several 
persons are all like one another in honesty and good 
manners, th^n no society can ever be more loving, or 
more closely united ; for where there are many of the 
same humor and same inclinations, every one sees, in 
some measure, his own self, and is accordingly de- 
lighted in the person of another ; and thajt is brought 
about, which Pythagoras thought the perfection of all 
friendship, that a great many severals are made into 
one. There is another remarkable fellowship or com- 
munity, arising from an intercourse of doing and re- 
ceiving benefits-; which, while it is kept up by a mu- 
tual gratitude and kindness of all tlie parties, cannot 
but occasion a firm and very lasting agreement between 
them. But when we have gone over all the relations 
that are in the w'orld, and thoroughly considered the 
•nature of each, we shall find that there is rio one of 
greater obligation, no one that is dearer and nearer to 
ns, than that which we all of us hear to the public. 
We have a tender concern and regard for our parents, 
for our children, our kindred, and acquaintance, but 
the love which we have for onr native country swal- 
lows up all other loves whatsoever ; for which there is 
no honest man but would die, if by his death he could 
do it any necessary service. How detestable, then, 
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must the tvickedness and barbarity of those people be, 
who have mangled and rent this their native country 
by all manner of villanies, and have made it their bu- 
siness (nay, and still do so) to bring it to ruin and 
utter desolation^ Now if there should happen any 
contest or competition between these relations, which 
of them should have the greatest share,iiof our duty, 
we should pay the first regard to our country and pa- 
rents, from whom we have received the most endearing 
obligations ; the next to our children and family, who 
all have their eyes on us alone, and have nobody else 
on whom they can depend ; next in order to these 
come our kindred and relations, whose fortune is gene- 
rally the same with our own. To each of these, there- 
fore, whom I have just now mentioned, we most of all 
owe what is necessary for their subsistence : but then, 
as for living and eating together, for mutual advising, 
discourse, exhortation, comforting, and sometimes (if 
occasion serves) rebuking, friendship is the properest 
soil for them ; and of all kinds of friendship, there is 
none so pleasant as that which is cemented by a like- 
ness of manners. 

In li{>erality the necessity of the person is especially to be 
considered — Greatness of soul, the third general virtue, 
most glorious and splendid of all. 

^ XVjitt. But in all these duties of beneficence and 
li^eralfiy, one principal tblng to be taken notice of is, 
what necessity the person we would be kind tai 
under, and what he is able or not able to do wiHiout 
our assiiriiiiee ; so that, in some cases, the pVesent 
posture and circumstances of a roan*«.fK>ndition ought 

* In allusion to Julius Antony, &c. 



OFFICES.-— BOOK I. , 37 

more to prevail with us than the degrees ot^irelation. 
Again,, tb^re are certain particular offices, which are 
more pj^cutiarly owing to some one sort of relatives 
thantthey ere to atiother: in the business, for example, 
of getting in hia^corn, it is our duty rather to assist a 
next neighbcpr^han either a brother or familiar friend ; 
but if the orniness be a case at law, then a kinsman or 
fri^d must rather be defended than a next neighbor. 
These things, therefore, and such like circumstances, 
should be well considered, in the practice and exercise 
of every virtue ; and our minds should be brought to 
a kind of acquaintance and familiarity with them, that 
so we may be quick at the accounts of our duty, and 
able, by casting up all things together, to see at last 
what the remainder is, and know \^hat we owe to the 
several sorts and conditions of men : for as a general, 
orator, or physician, however well skilled in the rules 
of his art', can never be perfect without the assistance 
of practice and experience; just so it is in the case 
now before us: many have laid down the rules and 
precepts of virtue and good living, as I myself agi 
doing at this very time ; but there is moreoveitre- 
quired, to a due degree of height and perfection it>, 
that one accustom himself to the exercise of ilfolbv 
And thus have I shown how virtue and horiest/f* 
which all our duty does immediately flow, ar^educe^^ 
from those things which concern the. society f 
of mankind ; which was the secon# general hel 
posed to discourse of. 

It is to be observed, that whereas thew were laid 
down four general heads, from which"'“alPHrtue an«J 
honesty is derived, whatever proceeds from a bfave 
and exalted mind, that is raised above fortune and all 
the little cbatices and accidents of the world, is usually 
made most account of amongst men. Hence, in^re- 
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prdiiip^ we find there is nothing more than 

such things as these : i * 

For shame ! Young men, and yet have ! 

While this brave woman plays 'the meMife * 

Or something like this : 

Dear Salmacis,^ give spoils that cost no swelter ! 

Whereas, on the contrary, in praises or parii^^lcs, 
those things that are done with a bravery of mind, and 
liave something of extraordinary courage in them, (I 
know not how) we commend in a nobler and loftier 
strain than we do any thing else. Hence Marathon, 
Salaniis, Plat«ea, &c., are so common a field for all the 
rhetoricians : hen^ our Codes ; hence the Decii, the 
Scipios, Marcellm^ and a great many others ; and 
especially the people of Rome itself, are particularly 
famous for greatness of courage. But the value th^t 
is set on military glory appears, from this, that almost 
all statues are done in the habit and garb of a soldier. 


R i not truly a virtue, unless it be accompanied with 
truth, &c. — Men of great soi^are apt to be ungo- 
I and ambitious \ which prompts them to injustice 
L of a truly noble spirit never injures another, but 
from injuries, and scorns the applause of an igno* 

But thiB^Mrt of courage which is seen in the 
ind fat%lin of war, unless a man be governed 
ules of justice, and fight for the safety and 
Igobd of ('■id particular ends 9f W 

is anSg^er blamable ; and so far from being a 
pa^t of true virtue, as that it is indeed! a ntee of thd 


< SalmUfcis was the name of a 
stream, which was said to soften amiJ 
washed in ill / ^ , 


priding over a 
reminate those that 
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ver yj Pn by the Stoic philosophers, when they 
call contending for justice and honesty.' 

No . by baseness and treachery, has 

ever and reputation of true courage ; for 

iiot|iAmj|^cai|||Cer be virtuous or creditable that is not 
jus^ .Jo ^nich purpose that of Plato was admirably 
w^^^d : * As that sort of knowlege, which is not 
directed by the rules of justice, ought rather to have 
the name of design and subtlety, than wisdom and 
prudence; just so that bold and adventurous mind, 
which is hurried by the stream of its own passions, 
and not for the good and advantage of the public, 
should rather have the name of fo^hardy and daring, 
than valiant and courageous/ thing there- 

fore 1 would have in a truly courageous man is, that 
he be a follower of goodness and fair dealing, of truth 
and sincerity ; which are the principal and constituent 
parts of justice. But here it is one very unhappy 
thin^, that, most times, these great and exalted niinds^. 
are naturally ungovernable and desirous of rule : 
that what Plato c^erved of the Spartans, that Jhw 
customs had no i^er aim but to get the 8upea|H||| 
may fitly enough be applied to these persons : 
more any man has of this greatness of soul, 
eager he is of being a sharer in the goveri^|^^9P 
rather of obtaining it wholly to yMpif > anHipHS 
easy iiAtter to be fair and equimll|^'in al Inspec- 
tions, which is the proper and peculiar office of justice^ 
while one is endeavoring to make 'hi ppermost*^ 
Hence it comes to pass, that they neveiraiRll be con^ 
quered in any debates, nor overruled by the laws ana 
constitutions of the public ; but make it their business, 
by factions and briery, to get a strong party and in- 
terest in the republic ; and rather choose to be upper- 
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moi|jtjgflbrce and injustice, than equal to ot||^r8 by 
fair ancTSipright dealing. But the dii]|ciilt^ lijt it can 
only serve to make it more honpral^^/ bat^ its 

contrary more excusable: for no of ctis€f%i cir- 
cumstance whatever can excuse a^>^-;nai»;^ibjr^:, being 
guilty of injustice. Those arc there'fb||r’y9t>*’’ 
brave and courageous men, not who rob^lunder, and 
injure others, but those who secure and prot^i 1^,em 
from injuries. But that greatness of mind wbiCn is 
truly such, and, under the direction of wisdom and 
prudence, makes that honor and credit, which we na- 
turally desire, not consist in the outward imaginary 
applause, but in the real intrinsic goodness of its ac- 
tions ; and is not^p eager of appearing to be greater 
and better than as of really being so: for he 

that is so mean aa^Pdepend on the giddy and ignorant 
multitude, ought never to be accounted of a truly great 
and exalted spirit ; besides that, there is nothing so 
easily draws men to acts of injustice as a loftiness of 
mind, when joined with this foolish desire of applause. 
!^is is indeed a very dangerous place, and requires 
OM greatest concern and watchfulness ; because you 
shiy^hardly find any man, who,d^en has gone 
j^nlmgh labors and difficulties, does not expect this 
applause, as a kind of reward for his cou- 
a&achievements. 

^ 1 

of soul consists — It is awH^emy to 
covc^lfsness, desire of applause and of power — Pro<^v > 

^ - duces a^c;J||a and unpassionate mind. 

NlHkll true courage and greatness of mind Is 
^ore. espeoi^ly seen in these two. thytiigar the first is a 
generous eontempt ^;y4isreggr4 tff'*l|}l outward goods, 
proceeding from ai^hpiiitoh> (hat Hi^ls unworthy of a 
^man to admire, or wish for» or i^deavor after any 
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thing, unless it be that which is honest and bft^^g ; 
to make himself, subject to any one’s will ; to be a 
slave to bis ov^jI! irregular passions, or any ways de- 
pend lOn the capri^s of fortune. When he has got 
such ^Jed^er4>f i^ind as I have now been describing, 
then the sec^ylf^hing is, that he perforin such actions 
as are gloriolK and profitable, but withal very full both 
of }fyor and difficulty; and extremely dangerous to 
his Hfe itself, as well as to those things that are requi- 
site ref its preservation. Now all the lustre and dig- 
nity of these two parts, nay, and I add all their use- 
fulness too, is lodged only in the latter ; but the 
groundwork, as it were, and foundation of all true 
greatness, is laid in the former : fipj^in that are con- 
tained those generous principle8,^|Kch exalt men’s 
minds, and raise them to a contM^t of all worldly 
things. But that former itself is made up of two 
parts: the first is an opinion that nothing is truly and 
really good, but only what is honest; the second, a 
freedom from all sort of passion or disturbance of 
mind for what cair more discover a man of a bray|| 
and heroic spirit, ^n to make no account in the world 
of those things seem so glorious and dazzlii^4o 
the generality of i^kind ; but wholly to despise them, 
not from any vain and fantastic humor, but from solid 
and firm principles of reason and judgment ? Ql*what 
can more show a robust mind and ly^token cow^cyi 
than ta|imar those heavy and niraHous cRlfjppeto, 
which are incident to mankind in this Afe, ^th such a 
firm temper and fixedness of soul, as ne^Ho offend 
against nature and right reason, or do an|^itig that 
is unworthy the dignity and character of a wise man ? 
Now it would not at all be consistent or agreeable, that 
he who bore up so courageously against fear, should 
be afterwards unable to resist desire ; or that he who 



42 


CICERO. 


could jpever be conquered by pain, should suffer him- 
self to be captivated by pleasure. These things there- 
fore should well he considered, and of all desires, that 
of money should be avoided ; for nothing is a greater 
sign of a narrow, mean, and sordid spirit, than to dote 
on riches ; nor is any thing, on the contrary, more cre- 
ditable and magnificent than to contemn wealth, if yon 
have it not ; and if you have it, to lay it out freely in 
acts of bounty and liberality. The desire of glory* 

I before observed, ought also to be avoided ; for it robs 
a man wholly of his freedom and liberty, which generous 
spirits ought of all things in the world to inaintfaiii 
and contend for. Neither ought places of power to be 
sought after; bu^t some times rather to be refused 
' when off'ered, i^Hlhers to be laid down if they can 
conveniently. We'should free ourselves, in short, from 
all vehement passions and disorders of mind, not only 
those of desire and fear, but also of sorrow, of joy, and 
anger ; that so the state of the mind may be calm and 
undisturbed ; which will make the whole life become 
graceful and uniform. Now there both are and have 
been many, who, to gain this rej^ose of which I am 
speaking, have betaken themselvdi|lo a life of retire- 
nient, and wholly withdrawn from all business of the 
public. Among these the noblest and most eminent of 
the pliilosopbers ; and some men of rigid and severe 
lives,* who dislUj^ the manners of the people or their 
goi^llffors; ot^l^havc withdrawn themselvt^ into the 
~ country ,^eingf pleased with the management of their 
own prijj^^' fortunes. These men proposed the same 
end t!^ tn^Relves that kings and princes do, viz. the 
Imng^Q^ips to want for nothing; to be under the 
jmwer control of none, but to enjoy a full and 
perfect freedom ; which cousisti in living so as one’s 
self best pleases. ^ 
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Those who live a public and private life compared — Those 
ought to serve the state who are qualified for the service — 
'i'wo or three rules to be observed before a man enters on 
business. 

-XXI. Tliis then being the common design and end 
of them both, those who are ambitious. of power and 
authority, think to obtain it by enlarging their fortunes 
and interests in the world ; but these whom I have 
mentioned as men of retirement, by contenting them- 
selves with their own condition, though but humble 
and mean. In which they are neither of them wholly 
in the wrong; but the life of the latter, I mean the 
retired, is both easier and safer, and begets less of 
trouble and disturbance to others, that of the 

former, who give themselves up to^PTairs of state, and 
the management of great and important concerns, is 
more adapted to the benefit and good of mankind, and 
the getting of credit and reputation in the world. 
Those people therefore are perhaps excusable, who, 
being of parts and capacities for learning, give them- 
selves wholly to the study of it, and never at all med^* 
die with public business ; and so are those also, who, 
being disabled bjhickness and infirmities, or on any 
other good and allowable account, have separated 
themselves from the administration of affairs, leaving 
the power and reputation of it in the hands of others : 
but as for those people who have i^ne of these rea- 
sons, ailS pretend to despise those commands alk ho- 
nors, which most men admire ; I am sa far from 
thinking it a virtue in them, that 1 rathebpiteem it a 
very great fault. Thus far, it is true, onel can hardly 
condemn them, in that they despise, and make little 
account of glory and applause ; but their true reason 
seems to be rather this, that they do not care to suffer 
the labor and fatigue of them, and ape afraid of en- 
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countering with rubs and repulses, as things that are 
attended with some shame and dishonor : for you 
shall often find there are a great many men, who are 
very inconsistent with themselves in things of ti con- 
trary nature : as for pleasure, they despise it with all 
the severity of a Stoic ; but yet are so efleminate, as 
not to be able to bear the least trouble ; are mighty 
contemners of fame and applause ; but extremely con- 
cerned at any thing of disgrace : which are things 
that do not very well agree together. Tliose people 
then, whom Nature has endowed with abilities for 
tliat purpose, should forthwith endeavor to procure 
themselves places, and UDanage the business of the 
commonwealth ; otherwise how should the city be 
well governed, or the greatness of their endowments 
be made known to the world ? But that greatness of 
.soul, and contempt of all human things, which wc 
have often mentioned, together with that calmness and 
serenity of mind, is requisite in those of a public sta- 
tion, as much, if not more than it is in philosophers, if 
ever they hope to be free from anxieties, and arrive at 
any steadiness or uniformity in their lives. Now 
these things are easier to philosophers than to them ; 
forasmuch as their lives being led in private, require 
for their support a less number of things, and have 
fewer within the power and reach of fortune : and if 
any ill accident^ should befall tlmm, it is impossible 
theii^sufferings can be very considerable. Those men, 
therefore, that are in public stations, having things of 
more weight and importance to be taken care of, must 
in reason oe supposed to lie much more open to the 
assaults of the passions than those who spend their 
days itf privacy and retirement. On which account 
tl;iey should take the more care to fortify themselves 
with this' greatness of spirit, and to free their minds 
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from the grievous torments and disturbances of them. 
But he wiio takes on him a public trust, should not 
only look that the business be honest, but that he him- 
self be qualified for the management of it; in consi- 
dering which tliere is a double extreme to be care- 
fully avoided, that he neither despair through a mean 
timidity, nor yet be over-confident through eagerness 
of desire : and, lastly, in whatever he sets about, let 
all things be diligently and carefully put in order, 
before he goes on to the execution of it. 

It is no less great and commendoblo to manage afiairs of peace 
than of war— Several examples to prove this. 

XXII. But seeing most people are apt to imagine 
that it is greater and more gloriou||^o manage affairs 
of war than peace, 1 shall endeavor to lessen this gene- 
ral opinion; for the greatness of that glory, which is 
given to warriors, has made many people, for no other 
reason, desirous of quarrels, especially men of the 
greatest parts and most aspiring minds ; particularly if 
they are qualified for a soldier’s life, and their disposi- 
tion carry them to the profession of arms ; but if we 
would make a just estimate of the case, we should find 
both greater and more glorious actions done by wisdom 
at home than by arms abroad. For what though The- 
mistocles be deservedly commended, and his name more 
illustrious than that of Solon ; and though Salarnis be 
brought for the proof of a victory which is commonly 
preferred to the wisdom of Solon, in constituting and 
settling the senate of Areopagus ; yet, in truth, ought 
this to be judged no less great and extraordinary than 
that ; for Themistocles' victory was only a service to 
the commonwealth once ; but Solon's counsel will be 
so for ever, seeing it is by this that the laws of the 
Athenians, and constitutions of their ancestors, are 
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kept up and maintained. Besides, Themistocles can 
name nothing in the world wherein he assisted the 
Areopagus ; but Solon on his part may truly say, that 
he, by his wisdom, was assisting to Themistocles; for 
the war was carried on by the directions of that senate, 
which he by his prudence at first appointed. The same 
may be said of Pausanias and Lysandcr ; for though 
by their valor they are thought to have enlarged the 
dominion of the Spartans, yet it is by no means at all 
to be compared with the laws and discipline of the 
wise Lycurgus; besides, that it was solely to these 
laws and this discipline they owed all the courage and 
obedience of their armies. I, for my own part, was 
always of opinion that M#i*cus Scaurus, when I was a 
boy, was by no iqeans inferior to Cains Marius ; nor 
Quintus Catulus, since I meddled witii the re])ublic, to 
Cncius Pompeius ; for armies can signify but little 
abroad, unless there be counsel and wise management 
at home ; neither was the raising and destroying of 
Numantia, by that incomparable person and brave 
commander, the second Africanus. a greater and more 
signal piece of service to the republic, than the killing 
of Tiberius Gracchus by Nasica, though a mere private 
citizen at the same time. It is true, this action had 
something of the soldier in it, as being done by force 
and downright violence, and so does not wholly come 
under the notion of civil concerns: however, I have 
brought it as an instance of these, because it was 
effected by this civil sort of prudence, and without the 
assistance of a military power. I cannot but therefore 
still extremely approve of that saying of mine, which 
I am told some malicious and envious fellows most 
mightily carp at : 

Let warlike arms give place to the peaceful gown, 

And to the statesman's praise the victor yield his crown. 
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For, not to* say any thing of other people, when I sat at 
the helm of the government, did not arms then give 
place to the gown ? Never was the state in more im- 
minent danger, and yet never were things better and 
more ^lappily quieted. Thus by my prudence and 
careful management, the most impudent and audacious 
of all tlie citizens let, as it were, their arms fall out of 
their hands. What action then was there ever per- 
formed in war like this? Or where is the triumph that 
can be compared to it? For I think I may venture a 
little to boast before you, son Marcus, wliose happi- 
ness it is to succeed in the glory, and whose duty to 
imitate the excellence of my actions : this I am sure 
of, even Pompey himself, a %an the most famous for 
martial acJiievements, did me that justice, in the hear- 
ing of several, to say, — that his returning home with 
his third triumph had been to little or no purpose, un- 
less my endeavors and services to the republic had 
preserved the city for him to triumph in. i conclude, 
therefore, from what has been observed, that that sort 
of courage which is seen in the management of civil 
atfairs, is no less deservipg than that which consists in 
the business of fighting; and the former requires more 
pains and application to be perfect in it than the latter 
doth. 

The body ought to he So far taken care of, as that it may be 
able to bear fatigues; but it is the mind that truly makes 
great men. 

XXllI; On the whole, that virtue which consists in 
greatness and elevation of soul, and makes up the sub- 
ject of our present inquiry, is obtained by the strengih 
of the mind, not the body: however, the body ought 
not to be neglected, but by exercise brought to such a 
frame and condition, as that it may be able to obey 
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the prescriptions of the mind, in performin^that busi- 
ness, and bearing those fatigues which are required of 
it. But still the nature of the virtue we are seeking 
for, consists in due care and application of mind ; in 
which particular, the public receives as much benefit 
from gownmen, who manage and take care of its civil 
concerns, as it doth from soldiers, who are generals of 
its armies : for they by their prudence have often 
either hindered the breaking out of wars, or else have 
occasioned their speedy conclusion ; and sometimes 
too have been the cause of their being undertaken, as 
the third with Carthage was entered into on the advice 
of Cato, whose credit an^ authority prevailed in that 
case even after he was dead. Wisdom, therefore, and 
skill in determining civil affairs, is more to be desired 
than courage in fighting ; but then we must always be 
careful in this case that our design be not the avoiding 
of war, but the being more useful and serviceable to 
the public. And as for war, it should never be under- 
^ taken with any other aim, but only that of obtaining 
an honorable peace. It is the part of a brave and un- 
shaken spirit not to be disturbed under any misfortune, 
or suffer itself in disorder and tumult to be thrown off 
the saddle, as we usually speak, but always to keep 
such a presence of mind, as to be able to consult on 
every occasion, and be hurried on to nothing but what 
is agreeable to reason and discretion. And as this is 
the part of an exalted spirit, so is what follows of an 
elevated understanding ; to discover efiects even while 
they are yet in the wombs of their causes, and consider 
beforehand whatever may happen on either side, and 
accordingly what is to be done when it does happen ; 
that so he may never be taken unawares, and brought 
to that lamentable shift of crying out, * I uever once 
thought of it.' ' These are the duties, as of a truly 
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courageous and lofty, so of a wise and judicious mind ; 
but rashly to run and lay about one in battle, and come 
to wounds and downright blows with an enemy, is but 
a vsavj^ge and brutish kind of business : however, neces- 
sity so requiring, a man should fight, and choose rather 
to part with his life than his liberty, or be guilty of any 
base or dishonorable action. 

(!ool and deliberate counsels to be preferred before beat and 
boldness — It is a duty rather to expose oneself, than the 
public uflairs— They are to blame, who rather venture the 
loss of their armies, than their own reputation. 

XXIV. Ill the business «bf rasing and plundering 
cities, there ought to be taken a very special care that 
nothing of rashness or cruelty be shown ; and all true 
greatness of spirit obliges us, having first considered 
things calmly and maturely, to pardon the multitude, 
and punish those only that were principally faulty ; 
and in every state and condition of fortune, to observe 
the just medium of virtue and honesty : for, as we have’*' 
already observed of some, that they count it more noble 
to manage affairs of war than of peace; so you shall 
find there are a great many others, who imagine that 
hot and adventurous undertakings have something that 
is greater and more glorious in them, than cool and 
deliberate counsels. Now as no man ought, by too 
warily avoiding of dangers and labors, to get himself 
the name of a coward ; so, on the other hand, care 
should be taken that we thrust not ourselves into 
Jiazards and difiiculties, where there is no manner of 
occasion for it ; than which there is no greater folly on 
, earth. It is a duty, therefore, in attempts of any 
danger, to imitate the practice of skilful physicians, 
who always to light and inconsiderable diseases apply 
CIC, VOL. 111. i> 
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none but easy and gentle remedies^ but in desperate 
cases are forced to have recourse to desperate cures. 
It is a madness, therefore, while all things are calm and 
in a peaceful state, to desire a storm ; but to keep oil' 
the mischiefs of it when it does happen, is the part of 
a wise and a prudent man ; and so much the more, if 
the good to be obtained, by getting well rid of it, out- 
balance the evils you may be brought into by the at- 
tempt. The danger of some actions only relates to the 
person that undertakes them, but that of others to the 
whole republic ; and again, a man’s life is endangered 
in some, in others his reputation, and the good-will of 
his citizens. It is our duty then, in the former case, 
more willingly to expose and endanger ourselves than 
the whole state ; and in the latter, to light for our glory 
and reputation more readily than any other conveni- 
ences whatever. Yet the contrary to this appears 
plainly in the i)ractice of a great many men, who are 
willing to spend their estates and lives for the good of 
their country, but will not bejir the least diminution of 
their honor, though the present occasions of the re- 
public require it. Thus Callicratidas, admiral of 
Sparta, in the Peloponnesian war, after he had done 
many signal services, at last was the occasion of miming 
all ; for when he was advised to retreat with his navy 
from Arginussa, and not venture giving the Athenians 
battle, he utterly refused it, and told his advisers, that 
if this whole navy should chance to be lost, the Lace- 
daemonians could fit out another; but that he for his 
part could never fly, without an irreparable loss of his 
honor. And here the Lacedaemonians had, though a 
great, yet a tolerable blow ; but that other was mortal, 
and put a full period to the Spartan greatness, when 
their leader, Q^eombrotus, only for fear of being some- 
what ill-spoken iff, unadvisedly ventured to^ght £pa- 
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iMinondas. How much better did Fabius Maxiimis do ? 
concerning whom Ennius has these words: 

One man our state has save<l by wise delays: 

^ For ho regarded not the foolish prate 
Of idle people ; but the city’s good ; 

Therefore his growing fame now florishes 
iMore wlien his deeds are puss(*(l. 

Tlie same kind of fault should also be avoided in 
civil administrations; for a great many men are afraid 
to speak out what they really think, though perhaps it 
is for the best, for fear it should give any offence to 
others. 

Rules to be observed in the government of the state and tlic 
adiuinistrution of justice. 

XXV. Those who design to be partakers in the go- 
vernment should be sure to remember those two pre- 
cepts of Plato ; first, to make the safety and interest 
of their citizens the great aim and design of all their 
thoughts and endeavors, without ever considering their 
own personal advantage ; and, secondly, so to take 
care of the whole collective body of the republic, as 
not to serve the interest of any one party, to the pre- 
jndlSe or neglect of all the rest : for the government 
of a state is much like the office of a guardian or 
trustee ; which should always be managed for the good 
of the pupil, and not of the persons to whom he is en- 
trusted ; and those men who, whilst they take care ol 
one, neglect or disregard another part of the citizens, 
do bnt occasion sedition and discord, the most destruc- 
tive things in the world to a state : whence it comes 
to pass, that while some take part with the popular 
faction, and others make their court to every great 
one, there are hut very few left who are concerned for 
the benefft and good of the whole. From this rout 
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have sprung many grievous dissensions amongst the 
Athenians ; and not only tumults, but even destructive 
civil wars in our own republic ; things which a worthy 
and truly brave citizen, and one who deserves (o hold 
the reins of the government, will shun and detest ; and 
will give himself so to the service of the public, as to 
aim at no riches or power for himself ; and will so take 
care of the whole community, as not to pass over any 
one part of it. Such a one will scorn, by the mean 
arts of calumny and a false accusation, to bring others 
into hatred and disrepute with the people, but will al- 
ways adhere to what is just and honest, and never be 
drawn from it, whatever olfenco may be taken by 
others ; nay, will rather part with his life itself, >than 
do any thing that is contrary to the virtues I have men- 
tioned. Eager ambition, and contending for honor, 
is of all things most ruinous and destructive to a state ; 
concerning which Plato had said admirably well, — 
‘ that for men to contend and fall out with one ano- 
ther, about which should be chief in the management 
of the state, is just as if the ship^s crew should go to- 
gether by the cars about who should be master or pilot 
of the vessel.^ And the same philosopher has gimn us 
this for a rule ; — ‘ that only those men shouia be 
reckoned enemies who have taken up arms in oppo- 
sition to the republic ; not those who would govern 
it after their own schemes.’ Such was the dissension 
between P. Africanus and Q. Metellus, without any 
great bitterness or animosities between them. Some 
people think it the part of a brave and heroic spirit 
to show heat of anger and passion against an adver- 
sary ; but what they say is by no means to be re- 
garded ; for it is certain, on the other hand, that no- 
thing is more laudable, nothing more worthy of a 
great and brave person, than clemency, me^ness, and 
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gentleness of spirit. In cities that are free, and where 
all men in common enjoy the same privileges, courtesy, 
and atfability, and a calm and undisturbed temper of 
inind^are peculiarly requisite; for to fret on every 
unseasonable visit, or at every impertinent and trou- 
blesome petitioner, makes a man sour and morose in 
his humor ; which, as it brings no manner of good to 
himself, so it gets him the hatred and ill-will of others. 
But though meekness and clemency be laudable vir- 
tues, yet no farther than as they leave room for a just 
severity, whenever the occasions of the public require 
it ; witiiout which a city can never be well governed. 
Now every reproof and chastisement in the first place, 
shoyld be always free from contumelious language, and 
not inflicted for the sake of the person chastising or re- 
proving another, but for the good and advantage of the 
whole republic. Diligent care should be taken, in the 
next place, that the penalty be proportioned to the na- 
ture of the crime ; and that some do not pass without 
ever being questioned, while others are punished for 
the same misdemeanors. But of all things, anger 
should bo excluded in punishing ; for whoever comes 
to Biis vvork in a passion, will never observe that dut; 
raOTocrity, which equally abstains from too much and 
too little, so strictly required by the Peripatetic 
schools ; and they have very good reason indeed to 
require it ; but then 1 cannot but wonder they should 
commend anger, and say, Nature has given it us to 
good ends and purposes : for that in truth ought in no 
case to be allowed of; and it were heartily to be 
wished that the governors of a state would, in this par- 
ticular, be like the laws themselves, which punish 
offenders according to justice, without being any ways 
guided by passion. 
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Greatness of soul requires an even temper, free from haughti- 
ness in prosperity, and dejection in adversity — In pros- 
perity we should especially consult our friends, and have a 
care of flatterers— How an estate should be got, imp%ovod, 
and used. 

XXVI. Another great duty of fortitude is, not to be 
haughty, disdainful, and arrogant when Fortune fa- 
vors us, and all things go forward according to our 
wishes : for it shows as much meanness and poorness 
of spirit to be transported with good, as it docs with 
ill fortune ; whereas, on the other hand, nothing is 
more brave than an evenness of temper in every con- 
<Ution, and (as is reported of Socrates and LfcUus) a 
constant retaining the same air in one's countenance, 
without ever seeming putfed up or dejected. 1 find 
that Philip, the king of Macedonia, was inferior to his 
son in the outward glory and splendor of his achieve- 
ments, but very far above him in good-nature and con- 
descension : therefore the father kept always the cha- 
racter of a great person, wiiereas the son often was 
guilty of base and dishonorable actions. It is a good 
rule therefore, I think, which is givef| by some men, 
that the higher our station in the world is, the nwe 
care we should take of our lives and actions, that they 
he kept within the compass of lowliness and humility. 
Panrotius tells us it was a usual saying with his scholar 
and familiar friend Africanus, — ‘ that men wlio give 
the reins to their vicious appetites, and are high and 
presuming on the greatness of their fortunes, should 
he dealt with like horses, when grown fierce and un- 
ruly by frequent eugageraents ; for as these are de- 
livered to breakers to tame, and to he made fit for 
riding ; so those should be brought within the barriers 
ind limits of reason and philosophy, to teach them the 
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uncertainty of all human things, and the great volu- 
bility and changcableness of fortune.' We should also 
in prosperity more especially make use of the counsel 
of o^r friends, and pay more respect and deference to 
their advices than we were wont to do : at the same 
time also we should take great care that we do not 
give over much ear to flatterers, nor sutfer ourselves 
to be wheedled and imposed on by llieir deceitful 
words: for there is nothing wherein we are more apt 
to be mistaken, than in this particular ; every one 
having such a fond conceit and opinion of himself, as 
to think he deserves those applauses wliich they give 
him. Hence spring innumerable errors in our lives ; 
whilst men, pulled up with a vain imagination and 
mistaken notions of their own great merit, arc exposed 
to the raillery of all the world besides, and are cheated 
into great and dangerous mistakes. And so much may 
suflice on ihia head. From what has been said we 
may easily gather that those who are over aflairs of 
the public do the greatest actions, and such ns express 
the most bravery of mind ; their business affording 
them more opp|^tunities, and there being more men 
wl^ are concerned in this, than in any other method 
of'^ving whatever. But after all, we cannot but ac7 
knowlege there are, and have been, a great many 
noble spirits, even in a life of retirement and privacy, 
who, being sequestered from the business of the world, 
have given up themselves to inquiries after truth, and 
the great concernment of the practice of virtue ; or 
else leading a life in the middle, as it were, between 
the statesman and philosopher, have been delighted 
with the management of their own private fortunes: 
not scraping up money by all manner of ways, or 
hoarding it so as to make nobody the better for it ; but 
parting with it freely for the sake of their friends, or 
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to serve the republic, when occasion required it. Now 
this private estate I would have, in the first place, to be 
honestly come by, not by any base, scandalous, or in- 
vidious way of gaining : then let it be distributed to 
the uses atid necessities of as many as is possible, pro- 
vided they are worthy and deserving people ; and let 
it be incrr3ased by such ordinary methods of saving and 
good husbandry as are agreeable to the dictates of 
reason and prudence ; and, lastly, let none of it be 
spent in debauchery and luxurious living, but in acts 
of munificence and liberality towards others. Who- 
ever observes these measures laid down, let his way of 
life be either public or private, may perform all the 
duties of magnanimity, constancy, and greatness of 
soul, as well as of sincerity, fidelity, and doing good 
to mankind, 

fhe virtues contained under the fourth head of honesty — 
Whatever is honest is becoming ; honesty and decency 
being really the same thing — Two sorts of decorum, and 
the nature of each defined. 

XXVII. We are now in the next place to speak of 
the fourth, and only remaining par^lf virtue or ho- 
nesty, under which are comprehen^d bashfuln^ss, 
temperance, modesty, government of the passions, and 
the observing a just order as to time and place in oiir 
words find actions ; from all which arises a certain en- 
gaging kind of beauty and gracefulness, which serves 
to setoff and adorn our lives. Under this head is con- 
tained that becomingness, which is in its nature so 
closely united and riveted to honesty, that there is no 
way left of pulling them asunder ; for whatever is 
becoming is likewise honest, and whatever is honest is 
likewise becoming. The difference between them is 
so very small, that we may better conceive w^hat it is, 
than explain it ; for whatever becomingness there is in 
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any action, it immediately arises from the honesty of 
it. From hence it appears that beconiingness does 
not peculiarly belong to this one part of honesty, 
where^of we are now undertaking to discourse, but 
shows itself also in each of the three former. .To rea- 
son, for instance, and discourse according to the rules 
of prudence ; to go about nothing but after due con- 
sideration, and on every occasion to be quick at espy- 
ing and defending the truth, are things tliat are be- 
coming ; whereas to be deceived, to be in an error or 
mistake, and to be imposed on, are very unbecoming, 
as well as to be rnad or beside oneself. So again, 
all actions of justice are becoming; but those of in- 
justice are both scandalous and unbecoming. The 
same may be said as to the actions of fortitude : what- 
ever is done with a manly courage and bravery of 
mind, as it is worthy of, so it becomes a man ; but 
wliatever, on the other hand, shows any cowardice or 
meanness of spirit, is as contrary to becomingiiess as it 
is to true virtue, I conclude therefore that the de- 
cency whereof I am now discoursing appertaineth to 
each of the four of honesty ; and so appertaineth, 

as not to stand i^eed of any mighty reach of under- 
standing to perceive it, but is easily discoverable at 
the first view; for there is something of becoming con- 
tained in the very notion and idea of all virtue, from 
which it is distinguished by the mind alone, and not 
by the nature of the thing itself. Just as the beauty 
and good color of the countenance can never be sepa- 
rate from the health of the body, so this becomingness 
of which we are speaking, in itself is all one, and, as it 
were, incorporate with virtue and honesty, but may 
be distinguished from it by thought and imagination. 
Now there are two kinds or sorts of it ; the one uni- 
versal, which belbiigs to the nature of honesty in gene- 
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ral ; the other particular, and contained under this, 
which belongs to the several parts of it. The former 
is used to be thus defined ; decorum, or becoming, is 
that which is congruous or agreeable to that excellent 
part of the nature of man, by which he is distinguished 
from the rest of the creation. As for the latter, which 
is contained under this, it is usually described and de- 
fined to be that which is in such manner agreeable to 
the nature of man, as withal to show something of 
temper and moderation, with a certain sweet air of 
gentility and good manners. 

Poetical decorum defined — Decency relates both to the ac- 
tions of tlie body and mind — 'I'he nature or mind oi man 
consists of sense and reason— 1'he foniier of tliose ought to 
obey the latter. 

XXVfir. That this is so, will more plainly appear, 
if we consider tliat decorum or convenience of man- 
ners, which the poets aim at in all their writings ; con- 
cerning which, were it anywise iiecbssary to my pre- 
sent purpose, I might largely discourse. Suffice it at 
present for me only to observe that -^e poets are then 
said to keep this decorum, when each of their persons 
is brought in saying and doing those things which are 
suitable to the character he bears in the world. Should 
A2acus, for example, or Minos say, 

Ev’n let them hate me, whilst they dread mo too 
or. 

The child entomb’d in its own parent’s bowels 
it would be an offence against the rules of decency, 

* A verse out of Ennius. 

® A verse which the poet Accius puts in^ the mouth of 
Atreus, who hud killed the children of '^yestes, and served 
them up to him at a banquet. * 
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because they pass in the world for men of justice and 
honesty ; but let the sahie be said by a cruel Atreiis, 
and the whole theatre shall clap and applaud it, be- 
cause* it is a saying very agreeable to his character. 
Now the j)oet can judge what is becoming and conve- 
nient for every person, according to the character which 
he bears in the poem : but Nature has given every one 
of us a character, by endowing us with that nobleness 
and excellence of being, whereby we are set above all 
other creatures. The poets, then, there being so great 
a variety of characters, can see what is becoming and 
convenient for all, even the most vicious; but we have 
got only one character to live up to, — I mean that which 
is assigned us by Nature herself; a character of tem- 
perance and modesty, of constancy and moderation. 
And the same Nature having jdso taught us that we 
ought to be careful of our carriage and demeanor to- 
wards the rest of men, hence it appears of how large 
an extent that beconiingness is, which belongs to the 
nature of honesty in general, and also that other, which 
is seen in the exercise of the several kinds of it: for 
as the beauty comeliness of the body draws the 
eyes to it by the fit composure of all its members, and 
pleases us only on this account, because all its parts 
correspond with a kind of proportion and harmony ; so 
this decorum, which gives a sort of lustre and grace to* 
our lives, engages the approbation and esteem of all 
we live with, by that just and due order, consistency, 
and regularity, which it keeps up and maintains in our 
words and actions. We ought to have, therefore, a 
certain respect and reverence for all men, and desire 
lo be approved not only by the l>est, but by all the 
world; for to care a farthing what it is people 
think of one, is ^ign not only of pride and conceited- 
ness, but indee*of Laving perfectly abandoned all 
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modesty. But here we must observe, that there is a 
great deal of diflerence betvvi^liliSi- that which justice, and 
that which tliis modesty, respect, or reverence de- 
mands, in relation to other people. It is the duty of 
justice, not to injure or wrong any man ; of respect, 
or reverence, not to do any thing that may offend or 
displease liiin ; wherein more especially the nature of 
that decorum we are speaking of consists. These 
things then being thus explained, 1 suppose it may 
clearly enough appear what that is which we mean by 
becoming. As for the duties prescribed by it, the first 
thing to which it conducts us is, to demean ourselves 
suitably and agreeably to our nature, and do nothing 
that may any ways stain or deface it ; for whilst we 
take this for our guide and conductress, it is impos- 
sible we should ever go out of the way ; but by her 
shall be led through all the paths of wisdom, truth, 
and understanding; of justice and beuehcence towards 
the society of mankind ; and of true magnanimity and 
greatness of soul. But the nature of decency is more 
peculiarly seen in the fourth part of honesty, concern- 
ing which we are now discoursing relates nut 

only to the motions of the body, but more especially 
to those of the mind also ; each of which then are ap- 
proved and becoming, when they are such as are pro- 
"^er and suitable to nature. Now the whole of the 
nature or mind of man is made up of only these two 
parts: the first consists in the sensitive appetite ; by 
the blind and extravagant impulse of which he is hur- 
ried and transported from one thing to another: the 
Second is reason, which shows and instructs him in the 
way of his duty, telling him what he should do, ^nd 
what not do : whence it follows that it i^lpeason which 
ought to be the governing faculty, ai^ the appetite to 
be subject to the commands of it* w 
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Our actions should neither be rash nor careless, &c. — Watch- 
fulness and consideratioH^^ecessary for the subduing of the 
passions — Moderation to be observed in jests and diver- 
sions. 

1 

XXIX. Every action therefore should be free, as 
from precipitancy and rashness on the one hand, so 
from all carelessness and negligence on the other ; nor 
should any thing be done, for which we cannot give a 
sufficient reason ; which is almost the very definition 
of duty. In order to this the passions must be brought 
under the power of reason, so as neither through has- 
tiness to run before its orders, nor through coldness 
and heaviness to disregard them when given ; but all 
their motions must be so quieted and restrained, as to 
bring no uneasiness or disturbance to the mind : and 
from this calm and peaceable state of the soul arises 
that constancy and moderation we have mentioned ; for 
when once the passions grow unruly and extravagant, 
and refuse to be guided in their desires and aversions 
by the rules of prudence, they will run without ques- 
tion beyond all bounds and measure ; for they abandon 
and cast off thei|; allegiance to reason, which they ought 
to obey by the constitution of nature. By this means 
are all things turned topsy-turvy ; and not the mind 
only, but even the body also, put very much into dis- 
order and confusion. Do but mark those who are in*- 
flamed with a vehement anger or desire ; who arc 
transported with fear, or an over-great joy ; and you 
will see an alteration in their countenances, voices, 
gestures, and all their actions ; which sufficiently gives 
us to understand (that we may return again to the duty 
n^w before us) how necessary it is to restrain and give 
check to ttemovements of the appetite, and to be al- 
ways watchful ^d standing on our guard, that so we 
may neither beHhreless and inconsiderate, nor do any 
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thing rashly and at all adventures : for mankind were 
never designed by Nature merely to sport and idle 
away their time, but to follow after grave and serious 
studies, and business of greater importance than play 
is. Not but that jesting and diversion are allowable, 
provided we use them but as wc do sleep, and other 
such necessary refreshments of nature; viz. after the 
discharge of our serious and more important duties. 
And even then we must see that our jesting be neither 
excessive nor immodest, but such as is handsome and 
becoming a gentleman ; for as boys are allowed not 
all kinds of sports, but only such as have nothing that 
is vicious or ill in them ; so in this jesting we should 
allow ourselves nothing but what is agreeable to ho- 
nesty and good manners. We may therefore observe 
that jesting or merriment is of two sorts ; the one 
clownish, abusive, scandalous, and obscene ; tlie other 
handsome, genteel, ingenious, and truly pleasant. Of 
this kind are several instances to be met with, as in 
our Plautus, and the old Greek comedians; so in the 
writings of the Socratic philosophers : to which we 
may add the ingenious sayings of several men, such as 
are collected by the senior Cato, and usually go by the 
name of Apophthegms. There is no great difliculty 
then to distinguish between a genteel and a clownish 
jest ; the one, if brought in at a seasonable time, and 
when a man's mind is disengaged from business, is 
becoming for a gentleman ; the other, for no man at 
all indeed, when base and unhandsome things are 
dressed up in filthy and obscene expressions. Our 
plays and recreations roust also be kept within their 
due bounds ; and care should be taken that we do not 
run out into great excesses, and suflhr^e plea^fre 
which we take in them to carry us into imy thing that 
is base or unbecoming. Hunting) anj||fthe exercises of 
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the Campus Martins, supply us with examples enough 
of creditable and mauly'recreations. 

1'he excellence? of man’s nature necessary to be considered : 

whdrein it consists — 'I'lie difference ot men’s particular 

natures or dispositions sl»own by a number of examples. 

XXX. Butin till inquiries concerning what becomes 
us, it is of very groat moment to be constantly reflect- 
ing bow much man’s nature excels that of beasts and 
inferior animals. These have no taste or relish for any 
thing but tim pleasures of the body, towards which 
they are carri(‘d with a great deal of eagerness ; 
whereas nothing is more agreeable and nourishing, as 
it were, to the mind of man, than learning and con- 
templation. ilence he is always seeking or contriving 
something that is new, and is greatly delighted with 
seeing and hearing, for the increase of his knowlege : 
and if there is any one too much addicted to sensual 
pleasures, unless he is transformed into a mere brute ; 
(/or some such there are, who are men in name, and 
not ill reality) but if, I say, any one is too much ad- 
dicted, and suffers himself to be conquered by plea- 
sure ; yet, for very shame, he will hide and conceal 
his propensities towards it as much as possible. And 
what is this now but a plain indication that sensual 
pleasures arc unbecoming the dignity of a reasonable 
creature, and ought to be despised and rejected by 
him ? and that whoever sets any value on them should 
be sure to take care that he keep within the limits of 
reason an^ moderation ? Hence it follows that we 
should not have any respect to pleasure, but only to 
the preservation of our health and strength, in our vic- 
tu9ls,^cloth^ lAd other conveniences belonging to the 
body; An^does not the consideration of the same 
dignity and ex<i|llence of our, natures plainly inform 
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US how base and unworth^a thing it is ti) dissolve in 
luxury, softness, and effe^nacy ; and how brave and 
becoming it is, on the other hand, for a man to lead a 
life of frugality and temperance, of strictness apd so- 
briety? And here we must observe that Nature has 
given us, as it were, a double part to be acted in the 
world: the first is extended to all men in common, 
forasmuch as we are all of us partakers of reason, and 
that prerogative of our nature, whereby we are exalted 
above other animals ; it is this that conducts us in the 
finding out our duty, and from it all honesty and bc- 
comingness arises : the second is appropriate to each 
in particular ; for as there is a great deal of ditferencc 
in bodies, some being nimble and proper for running, 
others more lusty, and filter for wrestling ; some of a 
noble and majestic air, others of a sweet and engaging 
kind of beauty ; so there is no less, or rather a far 
greater variety in humors. Thus Lucius Crassus and 
Lucius Philippus were men of a great deal of wit and 
pleasantry : Caius, the son of Lucius Caesar, of more 
than they, and a great deal more studied : whereas the 
young Drusus and Scaurus at the same time were men 
of extraordinary gravity and severity. Laelius had 
abundance of mirth and gaiety ; his familiar, Scipio, 
much more ambition, and greater austerity and strict- 
ness of living. Amongst the Greeks, Socrates is said 
to have been one that was of a very easy and facetious 
humor; that always loved to be merry and jesting, 
and was a mighty artist at hiding his meaninj^ under 
witty ironies and droll expressions ; wher4l|||Vericles 
and Pythagoras got themselves credit 
actly the contrary temper. Hannibal, 
thaginian generals, and, amongst our ow^, F^ijba^was 
crafty and subtle ; one that knew how to disj|«ise.;h^ 
intentions and keep hiOifiAtfnsel ; that^ould make 
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of oue thinf whilst he Wf^Meally designing; another ; 
of exquisite skill for co^nShfi^ng of stratagems, and 
preventing those laid by the enemy against himself. 
In tljis kind the Grecians give Jason the Pheraean, 
and Themistocles, the preference before any others ; 
and there is one thing of Solon's, which shows he had 
his share of this cunning and subtlety, when he feigned 
himself distracted to save his own life, and withal to 
do a good piece of service to the public* There are 
others to he found of just an opposite humor, ^vho 
think it unlawful to do any thing by stratagem and 
underhand dealing, but are all for simplicity and plain- 
ness in their actions ; lovers of open and undisguised 
truth, but haters of every thing that looks like a trick. 
There are some that will undergo any thing in the 
world, fawn and crouch to any manner of person, if 
they can but obtain their own ends and designs by it ; 
as Marcus Crassus, we know, did to Sylla : of which 
sort of crafty and complying kind of people Lysander 
the Lacedaemonian is said to have been the chief ; 
whereas Callicratidas, who was admiral of the navy 
next after Lysander, was quite the contrary. Again, 
there is as great a variety in men's ways of dis- 
course, as in their humors and complexions ; some 
who are able to speak very nobly can yet suit their 
language to the humors and capacities of the ignorant 
vulgar ; as 1 remember Catullus, father and son, as also 
Mucius Mancia could do ; and I have heard old people 
relate of Scipio Nasica ; but his father, on 

the coiMpI^, he who, by slaying Tiberius Gracchus, 
put a.fu)|Ki|Lto his ruinous attempts, had none of that 
speaking. No more had Xenocrates, 
tbe'fpoi^^qllgri^and severe of all the philosophers ; and 
for tha^^ery reason was noted eminent. In short, 
I, ia Ulinost infinite MMitber of these different 
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natures and characters not one ofVhich is in 

itself to be condemned. 

Every one should follow his own genius, so far as it is 
innocent. ** 

XXXI. The more easily then to arrive at that de- 
corum of which we are speaking, let every one stick 
to his own peculiar character and humor, provided it 
has nothing ^hat is vicious in it : 1 say, provided it has 
noting that is vicious in it ; for we should always 
taker" particular care to do nothing that is contrary to 
that universal character which Nature has imprinted 
on every one of us ; but, saving the reverence we owe 
to that, then to live according to our own particular 
one, so as to follow after that kind of study, and apply 
ourselves to that course of life which is most suitable 
and agreeable to our own inclinations, though others 
perhaps may be more useful and important ; for it is in 
vain to struggle against the bias of your nature, or to 
engage in that sort of business in which you can never 
arrive at any perfection. From what has been said it ' 
more fully appears what that is which we call becom- 
ing ; since nothing can be such that is done, as we say^' 
in despite of nature, i, e. contrary to the bent and 
tendency of a man's genius. Now it is certain, if any 
thing in the world is becoming, it is a constant uni 7 
formity in our whole lives and particular actions ; 
which it is utterly impossible we should ever maintain, 
so long as we run counter to our own inclin^^ns, and 
foolishly follow after those of other peopldflHR* as we 
should use our own native language, whigl^V^Q sup- 
posed to understand best, and not a 

great many do, with expressions out of 
therefore deservedly laughed at by others ; 
keep to one constant regid^r condtm mHPu*. 

lives and actions, so tualOPthing may be in them 
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is not well #bited and with the rest. And 

this diiTerence in the charl^m or natures of men is of 
so great moment, as that in consequence of it one man 
may J)e obliged to make away with himself, whilst 
another j though like him as to all other circumstances, 
may be obliged to the contrary. Cato, for instance, 
and those who in Africa surrendered themselves to Cw- 
sar, were all of them under the same condition ; and 
yet any of the rest might perhaps have been blamed 
for it, had they murdered themselves as Cato did be- 
cause they were men of less strictness in their Ifivs, 
and less severity in their manners. But Cato was a 
person w hom Nature had endowed with incredible firm- 
ness and strength of soul, which he had augmented by 
perpetual constancy, and unalterably adhering to his 
once undertaken designs and resolutions: it became 
his character therefore to die, rather than to see the 
face of the tyrant. How many things did Ulysses 
undergo in his tedious wanderings, when he was forced 
to be at the pleasure of women, (if Circe and Calypso 
may be called w omen,) and by fawning words, and fair 
complaisant speeches, wheedle himself into the favor 
of all he met with ! How did he bear the contemptuous 
usage of his servants and maids, even in his own palace, 
that at last he might arrive at his wished-for end ! 
Whereas Ajax, according to the character we have of 
him, would rather have died a thousand deaths than 
ever have submitted to such mean compliances. These 
observati|Qj|g should teach us all to look carefully every 

B , and consider well what is his peculiar 
(avor to make the best use of it th^t he 
to be foolishly trying experiments, to 
1 succeed in what is another body's 
certain, that nothing becomes a man so 
dch is beat to his own inclina- 

ono . therefo^yPnould inform himself 
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thoroughly which way hln^Iiinor and geHRls lies, and 
be severe in examining what be is well fitted or not 
fitted for : otherwise the players may seem to be wiser 
than we are ; for they, when they pitch on what they 
will act, do not always choose those parts that are best, 
but those that are best suited to their humors and abili- 
ties. They that have the ablest voices, for instance, 
Epigoiii, or Medus ; they that have most action, Mena- 
lippa or Clytemnestra ; Rupilius, whom I remember, 
hadalways the part of Antiopa, and iEsop very rarely 
thipbf Ajax. And shall actors observe this in choosing 
their parts, and wise men not do it in choosing their 
business and way of living in the world? We should 
therefore apply ourselves especially to that which we 
find most agreeable to the bent of our natures; but if 
we should chance to be driven on any thing which is 
not so proper for our parts and talents, we should make 
it our business, by care and application, if not to go 
through with it the most perfectly that is possible, yet 
at least with as few faults as we are able. And let us 
rather labor to avoid those vices which we are naturally 
inclined to, than try to arrive at those excellences and 
perfections which we were never made for. 

Duties arising from men’s several stations and professions in 
the world— What usually determines men in the choice of a 
way of life. 

XXXII. But beside those two parts which I have 
already mentioned, there are still two other^emaining 
behind : the one is allotted us by time and||yBce ; the 
otbey we ourselves choose voluntarily ^I^Eurselves. 
To the first appertain one’s being a or 

a magistrate ; coming of a great family ; liaVipg nches 
and power ; together with the contrailies of all tbei|^ ; 
which are all of depend on Ibflube,. 

and alter according t^Qf difference of times. Arfpr 
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the second,'^ w altogethen^ft to our own choice what 
sort of calling we have a mind to be of : accordingly 
some choose to study philosophy, others the civil law, 
and § third sort eloquence ; and of the virtues them- 
selves, some are desirous of being eminent in one kind, 
and some in another. Now those men whose fathers 
or ancestors have been eminent in any one kind, for 
the most part endeavor to excel in the same ; as Quin- 
tus, the son of Publius Mucius, did in the civil law ; 
Africanus, the son of Paulus, in martial achieven(i|^s : 
aiul some, not content with the glory of their anceTOnrs, 
have added something else of their own to it; as that 
Africanus, whom I just now mentioned, who, besides 
his great fame for military exploits, made himself noted 
for his learning and eloquence. The same did Timo- 
theus, the son of Conon, who was equal to his father 
in the glory of war, and obtained that of learning and 
ingenuity besides. But it happens sometimes, that 
omitting to tread in the steps of their fathers, some 
take new methods and designs of their own ; which, 
generally speaking, is the case with those who are 
born of mean parents, and propose to rise and make 
their fortunes in the world. Each of these things 
should be thoroughly considered and revolved in our 
mind, whenever we deliberate what will become of us. 
The first thing then to be determined is, what sort of 
men we design to be, and what course of living to take 
to in the world, which is a case of all others the most 
hazard^^and difficult: for when people are young, 
and comiP^ntly most foolish, they generally pitch on 
that way^Aife which then best pleases their unex- 
peri^ndbd laiiiies : so that they are fixed and engaged 
in a ceftain course before they have the judgment to 
4i8cern1fphat iaibest. Prodicus, indeed, (as I find it in 
Xenophon,) tells us this stoafiHkncerninfi: Hercules, — 
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‘ That when he was a youth, which is the ]:^oper season 
allotted by Nature for choosing a way of life, he with- 
drew himself into a solitary place, and there having 
found out a couple of ways, the one of pleasure, and 
the other of virtue, he sat musing, and considered 
awhile with himself, which of these two he had best to 
follow.' Such a thing as this might happen to Her- 
cules the son of Jupiter ; but it is not for us to expect 
the same, who each of us take whom we please for our 
pat ter ns, and sulTer ourselves to be drawn as they lead 
ii^r®*VVe have most of us principles instilled by our 
parents, and follow their customs and manners of 
living ; others are guided by popular opinion, and like 
that best which takes the most. However, there are 
some, whether it be out of mere good fortune, or a 
happy temper and disposition of soul, or lastly, by the 
care and instructions of their parents^ that pursue right 
methods and ways of living. 

The principal thing to be regarded in the choice of a profes- 
sion is one’s own genius ; next to that, one’s fortune in the 
world — After a man has determined, he should adhere to 
his choice, without great reasons to the contrary — Cautions 
to bo observed in the imitation of our ancestors. 

XXXIII. But those of all are the most difficult to be 
found, who having sufficient natural parts, or sufficient 
improvements of learning and education, or both these 
together, have withal had due time to consider with 
themselves what is the best course of life th^y can fol- 
low in the world. Now in this deliberatiqrij'tne prin- 
cipal thing which we ought to regard if^,^each tnan^s 
peculiar nature and genius ; for since fne decorum of 
each particular action, as before was observed, is taken 
from the disposition of the person thatlUoes it; surely 
that disposition shoaldUlia carefully consulted before 
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we (letermr<le on our whole way of livinjf ; it is other- 
wise impossible we should keep a due tenor and con- 
sistency in our lives, and not sometimes falter in the 
performance of our duty. But though Nature in this 
case has much the greater sway, yet Fortune comes in 
for a share next after her ; both of them therefore 
should be duly consulted in making choice of a calling, 
but more especially Nature ; for Fortune is inconstant 
and often changing, but Nature is firm, and will abide 
by us ; so that for the former to oppose this latter, is 
like a mortal power’s contending with an iranl^li^tab 
That man, tlicn, who has chosen a way of living that 
is suitable to his nature, provided that nature be no 
ways vicious, should make it his next care never to 
alter it; for nothing is less becoming than a humor of 
changing: but if on trial he should find that he was 
mistaken in the choice of his method, as it is very pos- 
sible that such a thing may happen, there is no way 
left but to unravel again what is already done. If the 
times themselves favor the making such a change, it 
may be the more easily and conveniently done; but if 
not, it must be brought about gradually and insensibly, 
according to that rule which is given by wise men. 
Whenever you design to break ofl’ any friendship or 
displeasing acquaintance, you should loosen the knot 
by little and little, and not try to cut it asunder all at 
once: and when by this means we have changed our 
course of life, great care should be taken that we may 
seem to have done it on very good reasons. But having 
before recommended the imitation of our fathers and 
ancestors, 1 must here interpose an exception or two : 
in the first place, then, we should take great care not to 
follow them in any thing that is vicious or blamable ; 
nor, secondly^'^phoiild we attempt it when we find our 
constitution will not carry ^Ibrougb with it. Thus, 
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for instance, the son of the former Africanus, who 
^adopted this latter, being son to Paulus, by reason of 
the weakness and indisposition of his body, could not 
so well tread in the steps of his father, as his fj^ther 
had done in those of his grandfather. But then if a 
man be of such a constitution, as that he is unable 
either to plead at the bar, or to harangue the people, 
or conduct an army, he should take the more care that 
he does those things which are in his power ; such are 
the duties of justice and fidelity, of modesty, temper 
ranc&v and liberality ; the performance of which may 
serve to make amends for his want of the others. Now 
the noblest inheritance that can ever be left by a father 
to his son, and far exceeding that of houses and lands, 
is the fame of his virtues and glorious actions; and for 
a son to live so, as is unworthy of the name and repu- 
tation of his ancestors, is the basest and most abominabl e 
thing in the world. 

The respective duties belonging to each age — A’^ico doubly 
evil in old men— The duties of magistrates, private citi* 
zens, and strangers. 

XXXIV. And since each age has its respective 
duties belonging to it, and the same things become not 
both young and old, I must add something also on this 
distinction. It is required then of the younger sort of 
people, that they pay due reverence to those that are 
old, and choose out the best and most approved among 
them, by whose counsel and direction they may steer 
their lives ; for indeed the unskilfulness and inexperi- 
ence of youth does stand in some need of the prudence 
of old age to be its guide and director. This age es- 
pecially should be kept from all loose and effeminate 
living, and be inured to labor, and ending hardships 
b6th of body and mind;«i^at so they may be able to 
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bear the toils and fatigues of business, whether in peace 
or war ; and if they do at any time slacken their mind, 
and give themselves up to their pleasures and refresh- 
ment^ great care should be taken that they exceed not 
the limits of temperance and modesly. And in order 
to this, it would be very convenient, if some aged 
people would keep a constant eye on their sports and 
recreations. As for old men, it is their duty to lessen 
the labors of the body, and employ more frequently 
those of the mind ; and make it their business, by pru- 
dent and wise counsels, to do what good they cat! to 
the younger sort of people, to their friends and de- 
pendents, and more especially to the republic: and old 
men of all things should especially be careful not to 
languish out their days in uiiprobtable idleness. Lux- 
ury and riot is unbecoming in all, is perfectly scanda- 
lous and intolerable in old age ; but should lust and 
wantonness come into the bargain, those who are guilty 
of it are doubly faulty; for, first, they bring a shame 
and disgrace on themselves, and withal make t}>e 
young men more shamelessly wicked. Besides these 
duties already mentioned, it may not be amiss to say 
something of those which peculiarly belong either to 
magistrates, private citizens, or strangers. First, then, 
a magistrate ought to consider that he does in his per- 
son represent the whole city, and accordingly is bound 
to maintain the credit and dignity of it : that he is to 
preserve the laws, and see that all people have their 
due rights; remembering that these things are com- 
mitted to his trust, which be is bound to render up 
faithfully an\l honestly. It is the duty of those in a 
private capacity to live as the rest of their citizens do, 
neither debasing themselves below their just height, 
nor endeavorioji to raise themselves up above it ; and 
to follow those things which are honest and peaceable 
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in the commonwealth : these are they whom we usually 
call and account good citizens. And, lastly, for strangers 
and sojourners in a place, it is their duty to follow their 
own business, and not intermeddle with any body else ; 
not to take on them what no ways concerns them, or 
be curious in prying into the secrets of a state with 
which they have nothing to do. By observing these 
rules we may, generally speaking, be sure to find our 
duty, whenever it is inquired what is suitable and be- 
coming for such a person, such a time, or such an age : 
I shall only add, that in all our designs, and all our 
undertakings, nothing is more becoming than constancy 
and regularity. 

Decorum shows itself outwardly in three things : rules of 
modesty taken from Nature in the frame of our bodies. 

XXXV. But since this decorum of which we are 
speaking is seen more especially, and discovers itself 
in our actions, our words, and our carriage and exterior 
ornaments of the body, and consists in one of these 
three things, in a certain kind of natural beauty and 
comeliness, in pertinence and well-timing our words 
and actions, and such other kind of ornaments and out- 
ward embellishments as are proper for the business 
one is going about, (things which it is no easy matter 
to express, but 1 hope 1 am understood, and that is 
sufficient,) and since that care which we ought to take, 
of making ourselves agreeable to those we converse 
with, consists in a due regulation of these, I shall pro- 
ceed to discourse of them each in particular. In the 
first place, then, it may be worth our oblerving, how 
much care and concern has been shown by Nature, in 
ordering the frame and composition of our bodies: 
those parts which were haiidsoroe and^recable to the 
sight, she has placed in view ; but those which could 
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not be so bnndsomely shown, these she has been care- 
ful to conceal and cover. Tlie Cynics therefore are 
wholly to be rejected, and some of the Stoics little 
bettej than Cynics, who laugh at and blame us for 
calling those things by their proper names which are 
really dishonest and scandalous in themselves, while 
we count it a shame to speak plainly of those, in the 
doing of which there is no manner of dishonesty. — To 
rob, for example, to cheat, and lead a sensual life, are 
actions in themselves the most shameful and scanda 
Ions, and yet it is not counted immodest to name them : 
whereas an action that is honest and creditable in 
itself must not be plainly mentioned, for fear of its 
giving offence to chaste ears. This, and much more to 
the same purpose, they commonly urge against ba^-* 
fulness; hut let us follow where Nature has showed us 
the way, and whatever may offend either the eyes or 
the ears, th«lt let us shun in our carriage and conversa- 
tion. In all our postures and gestures of body, such 
as standing, walking, sitting, and leaning; nay, in our 
very countenance, in the cast of our eyes, and motions 
of our hands, we should be careful to keep and observe 
what is becoming ; in which there is a double extreme 
to be avoided, that of too much niceness and effeminacy 
on the one hand, and that of mere clownishness and 
want of breeding on the other. We should therefore 
take care to be strict observers of these rules of mo- 
desty, especially being such as even Nature herself has 
directed us to. 

Two sorts of bpauty, one proper for men, the other for women — 
Hides regarding apparel, walking, and outward ornaments — 
More care should be taken to keep decency in the motions 
of the soul — How this may be done. 

XXXVI. ^||t since thers are two sorts of beauty in 
the World, one of which consists in charms and sweet- 
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ness, the other in gracefulness and majesty; the 
former of these should be left to the women, and the 
latter only be thought proper for the men. Hence it 
follows, that these should avoid all unmanly ,orna« 
ments and niceness in their habits, and the same in the 
motions and gestures of their bodies ; for all people 
Jiate the affected motions and carriage of those who 
would be taken for masters of a genteel air; and your 
actors on the stage have a great many foolish imperti- 
nent gestures, which are very displeasing and offensive 
to the spectators : and in each of these kinds, what is 
simple and unaffected is always best liked and ap- 
proved by the world. In order to have a true grace- 
ful comeliness, you must endeavor to keep a good 
color III your face ; and the way to do that is to use 
frequent exercise. Nor do we forbid men the use of 
all ornaments and graces to recommend them, but only 
of those that are too*exquisite and affected f So far they 
are allowable, as they are necessary to keep a man 
from being thought a clown, and from showing a dis- 
respect for the persons he has to do with. And the 
same rule may serve very well for our clothes; in 
which to be moderate, as in most other cases, is cer- 
tainly the best way. We should also avoid an effemi- 
nate softness and slowness in our gait, like those that 
are marching along in procession ; and no less an 
over-great hastiness and speed, which only begets a 
deep panting and breathing, distorts the face, and per- 
fectly changes the whole air of the countenance, which 
discovers a lightness and inconstancy of humor. Now 
if the motions of the body deserve all these pains and 
concern about them, how much care should we take to 
keep those of the mind within the limits prescribed 
them by nature and right reason, which never can be 
done any other way, than by keeping tne soul in such 
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an even temper, as not to be concerned or dejected at 
any thing ; and by a constant care and application of 
thought, so as to mind nothing but what is honest and 
becoming. Now the motions of the soul arc of two 
sorts, some of them proceeding from the reasonable or 
thinking, others from the sensitive and passionate 
part : the former is busied in nothing but searching; 
and finding out of truth ; by the latter we are pushed 
and driven forward to action.^ It is our duty therefore 
to employ our thoughts about laudable objects, and 
so to reduce and overrule the passions, as that they 
may ebb and flow in obedience to reason. 

Decorum shows itself in speaking — Rules about the manner, 
subjects j and measures of public oratory and our comniou 
talk. 

XXXVII. Another great instance in which this be- 
comingness shows itself, is our speech and discourse: 
but whereas of this there are two sorts, the one proper 
only for argument and contention, the other for com- 
mon and ordinary talk ; we should make use of that 
when we plead at the bar, or speak in the senate and 
public assemblies ; of this when we meet and discourse 
with our friends, when we walk in any of the public 
places, or arc sitting at table, and over a glass of wine. 
There are teachers of rhetoric who give rules about 
the former ; but there are no rules given about the 
latter ; not but that I think there might be some in- 
vented ; but the business is, there is nobody to be 
found that would study them if they were ; otherwise 
masters would never be wanting, if there were but 
learners that would study and employ them. Hence 
we are almost overrun with rhetoricians, though no 
small part of ^e rules whieh they give, viz. those that 
concern either the words or the sense, may be very 
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well applied to our ordinary discourse. The voice is 
that whereby we can talk, and convey our inward 
thoughts from one to another ; in which there are two 
things chiefly required; first, that it be clear; and, 
secondly, harmonious. Each of these must be the gift 
of nature, and is not attainable any other way ; but 
where they are naturally, practice and exercise will 
increase the one, and imitation of those who speak 
sweetly and agreeably, liitter the other. This was the 
principal thing in the two Catuli, which made them 
be counted men of judgment and learning ; though 
they had some skill in the matter it is true, and so had 
some others as well as they ; but tliis one thing recom- 
mended them so much, that they were esteemed the 
most perfect masters of the Roman language. The 
sound of their voices was pleasing and harmonious ; 
they neither slurred over things negligently in their 
pronunciation, nor yet were too exact in expressing 
every letter; the former of which would have made 
their speech obscure, and the latter afl’ected. They 
never spoke so,j$^ to strain their voices, but equally 
avoided the double extreme, that of faintness and sick- 
liness, as it were, on the one hand, and of too much 
loudness and elevation on the other. Crassns’ dis- 
course was full as witty, and not near so barren, as 
that of the Catuli ; yet these had as great a reputation 
as he on the score of good speaking. Cmsar, who 
was brother to the elder Catulus, was far more face- 
tious and witty than any of them ; so that in court, 
when before judges, be would do more by his easy 
familiar way of talking than others could do by all the 
powers of their eloquence. Each of these things should 
be diligently taken care of, if we desire to act decently 
on all occasions. Our common discourse then I would 
have to be such as that wherein the followers of So-> 
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crates excel ; easy' and good-natured, without any stub- 
bornness or stiffness in opinion : let it be seasoned with 
mirth and pleasantness, and not be too tedious, pert, 
and assuming, as though it had a right to the attention 
of the hearers, and nobody else had any thing to do 
with it ; but think it reasonable, as in all other cases, 
so in this of discourse, to let every man fairly take 
his own turn. But especially ^ti[,the first place, it ought 
to be considered, what is the Mtiire of the subject we 
are discoursing on ; if it be serious, we should handle 
it with seriousness ; but if it be merry, with gaiety 
and briskness. But the most important thing to be 
taken care of is, that our talk do not discover any 
viciousness in our manners ; which is apt to appear by 
nothing so much as by falling too foul on those that 
are absent, either by turning them into ridicule, or 
misrepresenting them by malicious reproachful lan- 
guage. Now the subject of discourse in common con- 
versation is usually one of these three things ; either 
our own private domestic concerns ; those that re- 
late to the commonwealth in general ;|||0r, lastly, some 
matter of study and learning: therefor j when our talk 
begins to ramble from these, we should always be 
careful to fetch it back to them again. But whatever 
subjects present themselves, (for we are not all pleased 
with the same things, nor with any thing equally at all 
times, but whatever subject, I say, we are on,) we 
should consider how far our discourse may be enter- 
taining ; and as we could find a time when to begin, so 
we should learn when to make an end. ^ 

Discourse should bb free from passion and heaviness— Tn 
quarrels we should avoid passion— To boast of oneself very 
unbecoming. 

XXXVIII. It is a general rule for the conduct of 



80 


CICERO. 


*our lives that we make it our business to be free from 
passion ; that is, from all violent motions of the soul, 
which reject and cast off their allegiance to reason. 
This should be applied to the matter now before us ; 
and all our discourse should be calm and dispassionate, 
without any transports of anger or desire ; as also, on 
the other hand, withoutdeadness and heaviness, or any 
such vice : and in eveso^mpany we should carefully 
endeavor to show a sotv of kindness and respect for 
those persons with whom we converse. It sometimes 
comes to pass that chiding is necessary ; in which we 
may be allowed a little to raise our voices, and to use 
more sharpness and authority in our expressions: how- 
ever, we must be careful that we do not discover any 
passion ; but let it rather be seen that we come to such 
correotions as physicians do to cutting and scarifying 
wounds, blit seldom, and with a great deaj of regret 
and unwillingness : and indeed we should never come 
to them at all, unless it be necessary, and when no 
other methods will do any good : and even then, when 
we are forcedt^jj^ it, we must be sure, as was said, to 
avoid all anger ; for whatsoever is guided by its influ- 
ence and directions dhn never be done with any pru- 
dence or moderation. Our rebukes should be gene- 
rally mild and gentle : but nevertheless such, as may 
carry some weight and authority along with them ; 
observing a mean betwixt two great easiness, and 
breaking out into angry and contumelious language. 
And whatsoever sharpness we may express in our re- 
proofs, we stupid let the person so corrected know 
that we do it altogether for his good, and not for any 
by-ends or self designs. In the quarrels we have even 
with our greatest adversaries, whatever dirty lan- 
guage may be thrown on us, it is the best way to keep 
our minds calm and sedate, and never let anger 
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in ; for \vhatever*is spoken or clone in a passion can 
neither be consistent with the rules of gravity, nor be 
approved of by those who are present in the company. 
Last\|r, it is a very unbecoming thing for a man to 
boast of himself in discourse, and especially when that 
which he says is false ; which is hut to imitate llrag- 
gadocio ill the comedy, and iii|;ke himself the laughing- 
stock and jest of the hearersyij^' 

What sort of house is fitting for a person of honor — Three 
rules to be observed for the keeping of decorum in our ac- 
tions. 

XXXIX. And since we take in, or desire at least 
to take in, all the several branches of duty, we must 
not forget to add a word or two about what sort of 
house is becoming a gentleman or a person of^honor. 
Now the main end of building is lodging, and other 
necessary uses of a house ; and therefore the draught 
or contrivance of it should be suited accordingly : but 
we should not so much regard bare necessities, as 
not to have an eye to convenience 1R& magnificence. 
Cneius Octavius, the first of that family that was ever 
consul, built himself a noble and magnificent house on 
tlie Palatine hill, which is said to have gained him a 
great deal of reputation ; insomuch, that the people 
coming usually to see it, the very house was supposed 
to have gone a great way toward advancing its owner, 
though a kind of upstart, to the dignity of consul. 
This some time after was pulled dq^ by Scaurus, 
that so he might make bis own soineMnat the bigger 
by it : but whereas Octavius, by building his house, 
had made himself consul ; this man, on the*contrary, 
by enlarging of his, though the son of a great and 
most eminent citizen, not only caused liimself to lose 
that office, but was moreover brought into shame and 
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dishonor, and at last utterly ruined. It is well if fi 
man can enhance that credit and reputation he has 
gotten by the splendor of his house ; but he imist not 
depend on his house alone for it ; for the n^aster 
ought to bring honor to his fine seat, and not the fine 
seat bring honor to its master. But, as in all other 
cases, a man should not have respect to himself alone, 
but to other people Rl^%t so it is in this of a noble- 
man's house, which ongnt to be made very large and 
capacious, because \he must keep up the laws of liospi- 
tality, and entertain muliiiudes of all sorts of persons 
in it; for a fine and large house that gives entertain- 
ment to nobody, serves but to reproach and upbraid 
its owner; and especially if it were used to be fre- 
quently visited under its former master ; for it is an 
odious thing to have passengers cry, as they go along; 

Ah ! good old house, alas thy present lord 

Is widely difi'Hent from thy former one ! 

which may justly be said of but too, too many in our 
own dnys.^ should be taken, especially when ft 

man builds him^f, that be be not too extravagant in 
his magnificence and ^expenses ; which is a very ill 
thing, though it had no other harm in it but only that 
one of giving a bad example : for most men are apt, 
more than in any thing else, to imitate the great ones 
as to this particular. Where, for example, shall we 
find the man that rivals the famous LucuUus in bis 
virtues? Whereas how many have done it in the 
stateliness an<L magnificence of his country-houses ? 
But there certrohy ought to be some bounds fixed and 
prescribed to these things, and those to be according 
to the rules of moderation ; but the measure whereby 
we ibre to judge of their being moderate, is their sub- 

1 In alldsion to some of Caesar’s party, and particulftrly; 
Marc Antony, who inhabited a bouse which had formerly 
be^n tlio residence of Pompey. 
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sfrviency to the ornaments and conveniences of life : 
and so much may suffice on this head. As for our ac- 
tions, the way to maintain this decorum in them is 
constantly to observe these three followings prescripts ; 
first, that we keep all our passions and appetites under 
the government and direction of reason, than which 
there is nothing of greater efficacy towards the con- 
stant preservation of our diit^^S secondly, that we con- 
sider the quality and moment of the thing of which we 
go about ; that so we may proportion our endeavors 
accordingly, and take neither more nor less pains 
about it than it really deserves : and, lastly, that in 
all these exterior circumstances, which are only de- 
signed for a genteel show and grace of the action, we 
should keep within the measures of prudence and mo- 
deration. Now the best measure we can observe is 
this; to keep our eyes fixed on those rules of decorum 
1 have before laid down, and nev# to transgress them. 
But of these throe rules the first is the most important, 
that the sensitive part be kept obedient to the reason- 
able. -W, 

Order to be observed in our words tnd actions—Wherein it 
consists- The duties arising from it. 

XL. It remains in the next place that we should 
Speak of that order which is to be observed in our 
words and actions, and of the proper seasons and op- 
portunities of them. And here will fall under our 
consideration, not that which by us is most commonly 
rendered moderation, and signifies th^lkeeping within 
dae bounds ; but that which contains, in the notion of 
it, the preservation of order. We shall crave leave; 
however, to call even this latter by the name of mode- 
ration*, which is thus defined by the Stoic philosophers : 

* Moderation is the knowlege of putting whatever we 
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say or do in its proper place/ Whence it appears, 
that order and the well-placing of things are but dif- 
ferent words to express the same notion ; for order is 
defined by the same sect of men to be the ranging of 
things in their fitting and proper places. Now the 
place of an action they tell us is, the season of time 
for doing it ; so that, in short, by moderation liere, (in 
tlie sense of the word which I have just now given,) 
wv mean no more than the knowlegc of well-timing 
whatever we do. Prudence may bo defined the same 
way too, about which we have spoken at the entrance 
of this wort: but now we are discoursing of tempe- 
rance, moderation, and such like virtues^' What the 
duties of jirudence are, is sufticiently explained in its 
proper place ; what those of modesty, and such other 
virtues as serve to recommend us to tliose we converse 
witli, and make up the subject of onr present iiupiiry, 
remains now to he dftisidered. In the first place, then, 
we ouglit to observe such a due regularity and order 
ill our actions, as that the several parts of our whole 
Jives, like those of a regular and colierent discourse, 
may agree and be suitable one with another ; for what 
is more unseemly, amt contrary to good manners, than 
when we are engaged about serious business, to btiag 
in some pleasant and merry discourse, that is proper 
for a feast, or over a glass of wine? If a man had 
some considerable cause on his hands, or business that 
required attentive thinking, could any one blame him 
for being very thoughtful as he walked or rode? But 
should he sho^ himself so at a feast among company, 
it would he counted a great piece of rudeness and ill* 
breeding, and this for not observing the difference of 
seasons. Now as for those things, which notoriously 
offend against the rules of good manners, such as for a 
man to sing openly in the streets, or any other gtoss 
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and apparent absurdity, these are so easy to be ob- 
served hy all, that we need give no rules or directions 
about them : but we ought more especially to employ 
our c^re in avoiding those little unheeded indecencies, 
which are hardly understood by the generality of man- 
kind. And as the least fault or disagreement in the 
notes is immediately perceived by a skilful musician, 
so we should take all imagin^})le care that there be no 
disagreement in our lives and actions ; and that so 
miicli the more, as tlic harmony in our lives is of much 
greater consequence than that in our music. 

Decency to Ife observed in the most trivial actions — We 
shojild observe wbat is nubandsome in others, and correcl it 
in ourselves; asking the advice of experienced persons-- 
Some particular duties to be observed by all good men. 

XLl. As therefore the delicate ear of the artist cau 
quickly discover the least fault music, so, would 

we take as much care in detecting and censuring our 
vices, vve might from the least and most trivial matters 
make several observations that would be much to our 
advantage : from the moving of our eyes, for example ; 
from our way of smoothing or'wrinkling our brows; 
from the merry or sorrowful air of our countenances ; 
from our laughter, freedom, or reservedness in dis- 
course ; from the raising or falling the tone of our 
voices, and a great many other such little kind of cir- 
cumstances, we might easily judge what is handsome 
and becoming us, and what is repugnant to tlie rules of 
our duty, and to that which our nature or character 
requires. Now in this particular it is a very good 
way to observe first in others how each of these suits, 
that so we may avoid and correct in ourselves what- 
ever we see bad and misbecoming in them : for, I 
know not bow, we can sooner spy faults in other peo- 
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plc than we can in ourselves ; on wliich account there 
is no better way to correct any learner, than for the 
master to mimic his faults before him ; that so he, 
perceiving their deformity in another, may the sooner 
be brought to amend them in himself. Another good 
way is, whenever we are in doubt and suspense about 
a duty, to go to some learned or experienced person, 
and ask his advice on the matter in question before 
we resolve and determine with ourselves ; because, ge- 
nerally speaking, when left to themselves, men are 
apt to be guided too much by their own inclinations 
and natures ^,i|nd in asking this advice we should dili- 
gently observe, not only what every on|^telIs us in 
words, but what his real inward opinion is, and what 
reasons and grounds he may have for such opinions : 
for as your statuaries, painters, and poets, use to set 
their works out to be publicly viewed, that so they 
may be able to cornet such faults as are generally 
found by spectators in them ; and as they consider 
with themselves and their friends, what oversights or 
mistakes they have been guilty of in them ; so should 
we make use of other people's judgments as well as 
our own, and do or not do, correct or alter a great 
many things on their adtice. As for those things that 
are settled by custom and civil constitutions, 1 shall 
give no directions at all concerning them ; for they are 
sufficient directions of themselves : I shall only observe 
that it is a great mistake in any one to imagine, be- 
cause such men as Aristippus and Socrates have ven- 
tured to say or do a great many things which are con- 
trary to rule and received custom, that therefore he 
may be allowed to do the same ; for these were per- 
sons of extraordinary merits, and almost more than 
hjdman perfections; and on that account might demand 
soipe privileges, which are not to be granted to the 
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rest of the world. But as for the practice and manner 
of the Cynics, it is wholly to be discarded ; for it is a 
plain offence against the rules of modesty, without 
which nothing can be virtuous and becoming. It is 
our lluty to pay a respect and deference, as to all 
those that are virtuous and courageous, who consult 
the good and advantage of the republic, and serve or 
have served her in any of her interests ; so to those 
also who bear any oflice or command in the state. Wo 
should pay, in like manner, a peculiar regard and re- 
verence to old age ; never resist any public magistrate; 
make a distinction between citizens au^^jlrangers; and 
of strangoi^f themselves, between thdw in a private 
and publid^bapacity. fii fine, not to mention any more 
particulars, we ought in all cases both to keep our- 
selves, and endeavor to uphold and maintain among 
others that common correspondence and universal so- 
ciety that is among all mankind ^ 

Of the several sorts of trade, which are creditable and which 
not— 'Husbandry particularly commended. 

XLII. As for trades, and the ways of getting mo- 
ney, which of them are creditable and which other- 
wise, I have only these few things to observe : first, 
all those are unworthy ways of gaining which procure 
one a general hatred and ill-will; as that of the usu- 
rers and tax-gatherers, for instance : secondly, those 
arts are mean and ungeiiteel, in which a man is paid 
for his work, not his skill; for the very receiving a 
reward for one’s labor is like taking of earnest to bind 
himself a slave. Nor are they to be esteemed as better 
than mean and ordinary people, that buy things up by 
wholesale of the mercha^its, to retail them out again 
by little and little ; for wbdt they gain is but a very 
poor business, unless they are guilty of abominable 
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lying, than which there is nothing in the world more 
scandalous. Again, all handicraftsmen have but a 
mean sort of calling ; and it is impossible that a work> 
house should have any thing that is genteel in it. 
Farther yet, all those trades are pitiful and low/ that 
purvey and cater for the satisfying men’s pleasures ; 
fishmongers, butchers, cooks, &c., as Terence reckons 
them up ; to which we may add, if you please, per- 
fumers, dancing-masters, and those who sn])ply us 
with dice or cards. Hut arts that have something of 
know^ege and skill in them, or those that are useful 
and nccessar'g^r the public; such as pliysic, for in- 
stance, or ar^ll^ecture, or the instruction^and educa- 
tion of youth in good manners ; — these are very cre- 
ditable and commendable in those whose rank and 
condition is suited for such employments. As for 
merchandise, it is sordid and mean, when the trade 
that is driven is little ^nd inconsiderable ; but when it 
takes in a great quantity of business, and, bringing 
home goods from every country, sells them out again 
without lying or deceiving, we can hardly say but that 
it is creditable enough: nay, it is most certainly very 
commendable, when those who are concerned in it 
only design (after they are sated, or rather contented 
with w'bat they have gained,) to betake themselves 
wholly from the haven to the country, as before they 
had done from the sea to the haven, and there enjoy 
quietly their private possessions. But among all the 
methods of enriching oneself, there is no one better, 
no one more profitable, and pleasant, and agreeable, 
no one more worthy of a man and a gentleman, than 
that of manuring and tilling the ground ; concerning 
which I have spoken at lajjge in my Cato Major, 
whence you may borrow what is necessary to be said 
on th^s subject. 
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The duties of prudence, or finding out truth, and those of 
justice, or muintaining human society, compared : the pre- 
ference given to the latter. ' 

XT^II. And thus have I finished what I had to say 
on tlie first question ; and, I think, sufficiently made it 
appear liow tlie particular instances of duty are to he 
flrawn from tlie several heads of honesty. Hut it often 
comes to pass that those very thinj^s themselves which 
are lionest, rival as it were, and come into competition 
with one nnoHicr, so as to make it he another question, 
of two that are honest, wliich is the most so; which is 
a point not mentioned at all by PanMus : for the 
whole of viiijiie receiving its rise from thine four foun- 
tains ; — first, prudence, or the knowlege of truth ; se- 
condly, justice, or doing good to the community and 
society of mankind ; •thirdly, fortitude, or greatness of 
soul ; and, lastly, temperance, or moderation ; — it can- 
not but happen that several of those must be compared 
together before wc can be able to satisfy ourselves 
which it is our duty to prefer. First, then, if the du- 
ties of justice, or preserving the community, and those 
of prudeijLX*, or the kiiowlege of truth, should come 
into competition one with another ; the former, I think, 
should take place of the latter, as being more conso- 
nant to the dictates of nature, which may easily be 
proved by this following argument. Suppose a wise 
man to be in such a place as afforded him all the con- 
veniences of life, and all the opportunities of leisure 
in abundance, so that he might study and contemplate 
every thing that was any ways worthy his knowlege 
or contemplation ; yet were he wholly deprived of all 
company, and had nobody ever come near him to be 
seen, he would quickly be tired, and grow weary of 
his life. Again, tlie principal of all the virtues is that 
sort of wisdom which comprehends the knowlege of 
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things both divine and human ; that is, the society and^ 
relation of men with the gods, and with one another. 
If then this, as most certainly it is, be the greatest 
virtue, it follows, tliat duties which flow from society 
must as certainly be the greatest ; for the deepest 
kiiowlege and contemplation of nature is but a very 
lame and imperfect business, unless it proceed and 
tend forward to action. Now the occasions wherein 
it can show itself best consist in maintaining the inte- 
rest of men, and of consequence belong to the society 
of mankind : whence it follows, that tlie maintaining 
of this sliouM^u reason take place before learning and 
kuowlege. ^or is this any more than what all good 
men show they judge to be true by their actions and 
practices : for who is there so wholly addicted to con- 
templation and the study of nature, as that, if his 
country should fall into danger, while he was in one of 
his noblest researches, he would not immediately throw 
all aside, and run to its relief with all possible speed ; 
nay, though he thought he might number the stars, or 
take the just dimensions of the whole world I And the 
same would he do in the case of any danger to a friend 
or a parent. From all which things it undeniably ap- 
pears that the duties of kuowlege and searching after 
truth are obliged to give way to the duties of justice, 
which consist iii upholding society among men ; than 
which there is nothing for which we should be more 
concerned. 

Man by nature a social creature — Knowdege of little use, un- 
less it do good to the world — Necessity not the reason of 
men's joining in societies. 

XLIV. Nay, those very men, who have spent their 
whole lives in philosophy and learning, have yet al- 
ways endeavored, as much as they could, to be ser- 
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viceable to the interest and good of mankind : for 
many brave men, and very useful members of tlieir 
several states, have in great part been made such by 
tbeir^ institutions. Thus Epaminondas, the famous 
Theban, was indebted for bis education to Lysis, the 
Pythagorean ; Dion of Syracuse, for his to Plato^ and 
the same may be said of a great many others: even I 
myself, whatsoever service 1 have done the republic — 
if, at least, it may be said that I have done it any ser- 
vice, must wholly ascribe it to that learning and those 
instructions 1 received from my masters. Neither is 
their teaching and instructing others detjipl^ined to the 
time of their living here ; but they continue to do it 
even after they are dead, by the learned discourses 
which they leave behind them : for there is no one 
point they have left unhaiidled, relating either to the 
laws, customs, or discipline of the commonwealth ; so 
that they seem to have sacrificed their leisure and op- 
portunities of study to the benefit of those who are 
engaged in business ; and thus we see how those men 
themselves, whose lives have been spent in tbe pursuit 
of wisdom, have nevertheless endeavored by their learn- 
ing and prudence to be some way profitable to the com- 
munity of mankind. And for this one reason, persua- 
sive speaking, if joined with prudence, is a greater 
accomplishment than tbe acutest thinking, if destitute 
of eloquence : for thinking is terminated in itself alone, 
but speaking reaches out to tbe benefit of those with 
whom we are joined in the same society. Now, as 
bees do not therefore unite themselves together, that 
so they may the better prepare their combs, but there- 
fore prepare their combs, because they do by nature 
unite themselves together; so men, and much more, 
being creatures that naturally love society, in conse- 
quence of that, seek how they may find methods of 
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living happily in it. Hence it follows, that the know- 
lege of things, unless it is accompanied with that sort 
of virtue which consists in defending and preserving of 
men, i. e. in the maintenance of human society, js but 
a barren and fruitless accomplishment ; and even great- 
ness ^f soul, without a regard to this society and con- 
junction, is very little better than savagencss and bar- 
barity. Tims we may see, that the getting of know- 
Icge is a duty of much less concern and moment than 
the preserving this society and union amongst men. 
It is a very false notion that hath been iidvanced by 
some people^^that necessity alone was the motive to 
this society, which we have so often mentioned ; and 
that men would never have associated together, but 
that they were not able, in a solitary life, to furnish 
themselves with the necessaries of nature ; and that 
every great and exalted genius, would Providence 
supply him with food and the other conveniences of 
life, would withdraw from all business and intercourse 
with mankind, and give himself wholly to study and 
contemplation. This is not so ; for he W'ould avoid 
solitude, endeavor to find a companion in his studies, 
and always be desirous of teaching and learning, of 
liearing and speaking: from all which things it is 
abundantly evident that the duties belonging to hu- 
man society should in reason take place before those 
which relate to inactive knowlege. 

I'he duties of maintaining society not always preferable to 
those of temperance, modesty, &c. — What duties of . jus- 
tice ought to take place of others. 

XLV. It ought perhaps to be inquired here, whether 
the duties of this society, which is thus agreeable to 
the principles of nature, ought always to be preferred 
Jifj^bre the duties of temperance, decency, and modern- 
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tioTi. Indeed I think not; for some things are so very 
highly scandalous and abominably wicked, that a wise 
man would hardly be guilty of them, supposing he 
coul^ bring safety to his country by it. Posidonius 
has heaped up a great many instances of things of this 
nature. These then must never be done for^one's 
country ; nor will one's country ever desire that they 
should : for the best of it is, it is impossible such a 
conjuncture should happen, as can make it be the in- 
terest of any republic to have wise men be guilty of 
such abominable actions. We may lay down this then 
for a certain conclusion, that when severid duties come 
into competition, those should take place before any 
others which relate to the maintenance of human so- 
ciety : for wise and considerate acting is the end of all 
knowlege and prudent thinkirrg ; and by consequence, 
the former is more valuable than the latter. And so 
much may suffice on this subject; for 1 think I have suf- 
ficiently cleared the way, so that hereafter there will be 
no difficulty to know which duties are to be preferred. 
Those very duties which relate to society are of dif- 
ferent rates and degrees among themselves ; but it is 
no hard matter to see in what order they ought to be 
performed : as, in the first place, those to the immortal 
gods ; secondly, to our native country ; thirdly, to our 
parents; and so on to all others in their respective 
places. What has been said in a few words on this 
last head, I hope is sufficient to make it appear that 
it is usual for men not only to doubt whether such 
and such an action be honest or dishonest ; but also, 
of two, that are both of them honest, which is the 
most 80. This is one of those two beads which I at 
first observed were omitted by Pana?tius. Let us now 
pass on to the remaining part of our proposed divi- 
sion. 
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Subject of this second book — He applies himself to thCf study 
of philosophy, as his greatest consolation amidst the cala- 
mities of his country. 

Chap. I. What those duties are, son Marcu.s, which ho- 
nesty and virtue require of us, and how they arise from 
their several fountains, is, 1 think, plain enoug^h from 
the former book; I am now in the next place to speak 
of those others which wholly regard the convenience 
of life, and are requisite for the getting and enjoyment 
of those things which serve for our comfortable sub- 
sistence here, such as intere.st, riches, &c. And here 
1 told you the common heads of deliberation were, 
what is profitable and what unprofitable ? and, of seve- 
ral profitables, which is more, and which most of all 
such? Concerning which I shall begin to speak, after 
I have premised but a word or two in vindication of 
myself and my present undertaking: for though my 
hooks have excited several both to the reading, and 
even w'riting of philosophy ; yet I am now and then 
apt to be afraid, lest some, who are otherwise very 
good men, should hate and despise the very name of 
that study, and w^onder at me for bestowing such por- 
tions of my time and pains in so very fruitless and in- 
significant a manner. To whom I answer, that so long 
as the republic was governed by those, to whose care 
and management she had intrusted herself, I was ever 
diligent, and employed all my thoughts for her good 
and preservation: but when one man' had seized her 
wholly to himself, and there was mo place left for my 
counsel or authority ; and when I had lost those extra- 

* Julius Csusar, who, having conquered Pompey, got the 
whole power of Rome into his bands. 
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ordinary persons, who had been my companions in la- 
boring for her interest, i resolved not to sink into 
nngiiish and despair, which had wholly overwhelmed 
me if^ had not resisted them ; nor to follow such plea- 
sures or idle ways of living as were improper, and un- 
becoming a man of learning. I could heartily wish, 
had it so pleased the gods, that the republic had con- 
tinued in its ancient condition, and never fallen into 
the hands of those men who are not so much for changing 
as overturning every thing! I would then, as I did in 
its tlorishiiig circumstances, spend my time rather in 
business than writing ; and what I did write would not 
be things of tiiis moral nature, but my public orations, 
ns 1 have often done. But when the poor state, which 
had taken up all iny care and thoughts, and for which 
I had labored with all my power, was utterly ruined 
and sunk into nothing, there was quickly no room left 
for such orations, eitlier at the bar or in the senate- 
house : and my active mind, which had always been 
employed in that kind of studies, now not being able 
to lie wholly idle, 1 thought I could find out no better 
way to get rid of those troubles which oppressed my 
mind, than by returning again to the studies of philo- 
sophy. I had spent a good part of my time in these 
whilst T was young, for the improvement of my reason ; 
but when 1 came once to be a candidate for places, and 
devoted myself to the service of the public^ I had little 
time left for philosophical inquiries, only so much as 
could be spared from the business of my friends and 
the state ; which was wholly taken up in nothing else, 
but reading, without any leisure at all for writing. 

The commendation and definitions of wisdom and philosophy 

— The opinion of the Academics, ’"and why they dispute 

against every thing. 

II. However, then, we have this advantage in the 
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midst of all our miseries and calamities, that by them 
we are brought to the writing of those things which 
were not sufHcicntly known amongst us, though nothing 
in the world more deserves our knowlegc : lor v\;hat is 
there, O ye gods ! more desirable than wisdom ! what 
more excellent and lovely in itself? what more useful 
and becoming for a man ? or what more worthy of his 
reasonable nature ? Now those who are busied in the 
pursuit of this are called philosophers, and the word 
philosophy signifies no more, if you would take it lite- 
rally, than a certain desire and love for wisdom : and 
wisdom is defined by the old philosophers, the knovv- 
lege of things both divine and human, together with 
the causes on which they depend the study of which 
whosoever finds fault with, I confess I cannot perceive 
what it is he would commend ; for what study is there 
that brings so much quiet and satisfaction to the mind, 
if these are the things which we propose to ourselves, 
as theirs, who are always searching out something 
which may contribute to the welfare and happiness of 
their lives ? Or if it be virtue and constancy that we 
desire, either this is the method of obtaining them, or 
else there is not any to be found in the world. To say 
there is no art in those weightier concerns, when none 
of the most trivial matters is without art, becomes only 
those who talk without thinking, and deceive them- 
selves in the most important business : but if there is 
an art of attaining virtue, in what other way do we 
hope to find it, if this be forsaken of which I am now 
speaking? But these things used to be more fully 
bandied, when we excite and persuade men to cultivate 
philosophy ; which 1 have endeavored to do in another 
work.‘ My design at present was only to show why 
I particularly chose this study ; being thrust from all 


1 A book intitled Horteosius, unfortunately lost. 
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business and concern in the government. Tliere are 
others, and those men of no small learning, who ob- 
ject against me, and ask if I am not inconsistent 
with^myself, who affirm, that nothing at all can be 
known, and yet have discoursed on several subjects, 
and at this very time am laying down rules and di- 
rections about duty ? I could wish those persons had 
understood our opinions a little more thoroughly ; for 
we are not of those whose minds are perpetually wan- 
dering in uncertainties, and have nothing whereby to 
determine their assents; (for what sort of mind must a 
man needs have, or rather what life must he needs 
lead, when he is utterly debarred from all liberty of 
disputing, and observing any regular conduct in his 
actions ?) nor yet of those others, who call some things 
certain and others uncertain : but rejecting both these, 
we say some things are probable, and others improba- 
ble. Is there any thing then that should hinder me 
from approving of that which I think most probable, 
and laying aside that which I think the contrary? Or 
where is the inconsistency, if, leaving that arrogant 
pretence of demonstrating, I am neither too rash nor 
presumptuous in my opinions, which of all things in 
the world is the farthest from wisdom? Now thift is 
the reason why we Academics dispute against every 
thing, because what is probable could not appear with- 
out comparing the arguments on either side of the 
question. But these things are cleared, I think, accu- 
rately enough in my books iiititled ‘ Academical Ques- 
tions.' But you, my son, are already engaged in the 
study of a most noble and ancient philosophy,' and 
have got Cratippus for your master and instructor, 
who is hardly inferior to its most glorious founders : 
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however, I would have you acquainted with our doc- 
trines,* which are very little diflereiit from those ol 
your own sect. But it is high time now to return to 
our purpose. 

riie knowlege of honesty is of greatest moment — Profit and 
honesty really the same — The division of things protitahle 
and hurtful to men. 

III. Tliere being then, as was before observed, five 
general heads of deliberating and consulting for the 
finding out our duty ; two of which relate to what is 
honest and becoming ; two to the use and conveniences 
of life, such as plenty, power, riches, ike., and the fifth 
to the teaching us how we ought to choose, if any of 
the former should seem to contradict and run counter 
to one another ; — we hjive gone through with that 
wherein honesty is the question, with which 1 desire 
you would be more especially acquainted. The point 
which now comes under consideration is what usually 
goes by tlie name of profitable ; concerning which 
custom is mightily in the wrong, and by little and little 
has brought it to such a pass, as to make a distinction 
b^yyeeii profit and honesty ; and settle it as a constant 
ai® received maxim, that a thing may be honest with- 
out being profitable; and again, may be profitable with- 
out being honest ; the most pernicious error, and most 
destructive of all goodness, that ever could have crept 
into tlie minds of men. The greatest, however, and 
most eminent philosophers, have been always so strict 
and severe in their writings, as to make the three na- 
tures of justice, profit, and honesty be blended and 
interwoven together in reality ; and distinguishable 
only by an act of the mind : for whatever is just, say 


» The Academic. 
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they, the same is also profitable ; and whatever is ho- 
nest, the same is also just ; whence it follows, that 
whatever is honest, the same must be also profitable. 
Did, people but consider this matter as they ought, 
they would not, as now they commonly do, admire a 
crafty and subtle sort of fellows, and esteem that wis- 
dom which in truth is roguery. This error therefore 
should be wholly rooted out of the minds of men, and 
all should be taught, that if they ever hojm to obtain 
their ends, they should not set about it by the ways of 
knavery and underhand dealings, but by justice and 
integrity in their designs and actions. Now all things 
that tend to the good and preservation of the life of 
man, are either inanimate, such as gold, silver, the 
productions of the earth, and such like ; or animals, 
which have natural powers, inclinations, and appetites. 
Of these some arc unreasonable and others reasonable: 
the unreasonable are horses, oxen, and other sorts of 
cattle ; to which we may add bees, which produce and 
make something that contributes to the convenience of 
the life of men ; the reasonable are gods and men. 
The means for procuring the favor of the gods is to 
live a religious and lioly life; next to the gods, 
is nothing so capable of contributing to the bappfRf'ss 
and welfare of men, as men ihcnisclves. The same 
distribution may serve for those things which tend to 
the hurt and inconvenience of men. Jiut because it is 
believed that to hurt is incompatible with the divine 
nature, the gods for that reason are excepted here; 
so that men are supposed, of all things in nature, to do 
both the most service and disservice to one another : 
for, first, those things which arc called inanimate are 
most of them owing to the industry of men ; which we 
neither could get if it were not for tlieir labor and art 
in procuring them, nor afterwards use without their 
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assistance : for wliere should we have such a science 
as physic, as navigation, or agriculture? How should 
we gather and preserve our corn, and the rest of our 
fruits, if it were not for men ? and then ho>v should 
those commodities wflich we want be imported, or 
those with which we abound be exported, if there were 
not men to do each of these works ? In like manner 
how could stone be fetched out of the quarries for our 
necessary uses? How could iron, brass, gold, and 
silver be dug and drawn out from the bowels of the 
earth, did not men set their hands to work for these 
purposes ? * 

'I’ho advantages arising from men’s joining in society. 

IV, So liouses, which serve to defend us from the 
extremities of heat and cold could neither at first have 
been made by mankind, or afterwards, if by earth- 
quake, tempest, or length of days, they had fallen to 
decay, have been repaired or rebuilt, had not men 
joined together in one common society, and learned to 
borrow help and assistance of one another. To this 
industry of men we are also indebted for conveyances 
pf'jMter, for making new channels and arms to rivers, 
alflpbr turning the streams after such a manner, as 
thereby to water and fatten our grounds ; for throwing 
up banks to defend us from the waves, and making of 
new harbors in convenient places. From all which 
instances, and a great many others, that might easily 
be produced, it is abundantly manifest that the fruits 
and advantages reaped from those things which are 
called inanimate, are intirely owing to men's labor and 
industry : secondly, those we receive from unreasonable 
animals, how very little and inconsiderable would they 
he if they were not augmented by the same people's 
industry ? for who was it but men that first discovered 
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the uses to which beasts in their several kinds might 
be serviceable ? and how at this time could we feed or 
break them ? How could vtre keep them, and get the 
niost^pro/it and advantage by them, without the endea- 
vors and assistance of the satii^meu? It is they that 
destroy us those creatures which are hurtful, and pro- 
cure for us those which may be serviceable to us. 
Why need I mention a multitude of arts, which are 
absolutely necessary to our well-being here ? for 
what help or succor could those that are sick, or what 
pleasure those that are healthy, find ? how could man- 
kind be supplied 4frith victuals, and other conveniences 
or comforts of life, if it were not for that number of 
callings in the world, which are wholly designed to 
provide them of such things ; by means of which men 
have improved their way of living, and are raised to a 
condition so far above that ot unreasonable animals ? 
Again, cities could neither have been built nor fre- 
quented without a community and society of men ; 
hence have arisen all law's and customs ; the bounds 
of equity and justice have been settled ; and a certain 
and regular method laid down for the conduct of men’s 
lives. This has brought modesty into request, ^id 
filed off the natural roughness of men’s tempers ^fKs 
contributed to the greater security of their lives, and 
established such a commerce and correspondence among 
them, as by mutual giving and receiving of benefits, 
by bartering and changing one commodity for another, 
one convenience for another, supplies them to the full 
with whatever they stand in need of. 

Nothing the cause of so much good or evil to men as they 

themselves are to one another — What is the office of virtue. 

V, We dwell much longer than we need on this sub- 
ject : for who does not aee, which Pansetius has spent 
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many pages to make out, that neither a general in war- 
nor a statesman in peace, could ever perform any glo- 
rious exploits, or do any Notable service to the public, 
without the concurr^ce of other men's eiideayors ? 
To confirm this asse^pbn, he brings in Themistocles, 
Pericles, Agesilaus, and Alexander, and tells us that 
no one of all these, without the assistance of others to 
support them, coul(i|||>>yer have achieved such glorious 
actions. What R^Hells US is undoubtedly true, and 
such a number of witnesses altogether superfluous. 
And as men thus receive most extraordinary benefits, 
from agreeing and conspiring to l^j^ mutual assist- 
ance ; so, we shall find, on changing the scene, that 
there are no misfortunes or calamities so great as 
those which they bring on one another. Dicccarchiis, 
a learned and eloquent peripatetic, has written a whole 
hook concerning the destruction of men ; where, first 
having reckoned up all other causes of it, such as in- 
undations, pestilences, and famines, and even sudden 
incursions of furious wild beasts, by which he assures 
IIS some whole nations have been devoured ; and then 
placing on the other side, wars, seditions, and such 
lil^ misfortunes, which men were the occasion of; he 
ehjl^avors to show, at the foot of the account, that a 
great many more have been destroyed by these than by 
all other accidents or calamities whatsoever. This 
then being indisputably true, that the goods men en- 
joy, and the evil they suflfer, proceed for the most part 
from men themselves ; — I lay down this as one prin- 
cipal part of virtue, to procure the good-liking and fa- 
vor of men, and so to engage their endeavors and aflfec- 
tions, as to make them still ready to do us any kind- 
iiess« It is the business therefore of laborious callings 
to supply us with all the conveniences of life, which 
may be had from the use of inanimate beings and un- 
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reasonable animals ; but to gain the affections of men 
on our side, and beget in them always a readiness and 
desire to advance our interiist, is a work that requires 
the ^isi^tn and virtue of the jjreatest men : for the 
whole work and exercise of in general consists 

in some one of these three things : the first is a know- 
lege, in all we undertake, of what is agreeable to truth 
and sincerity ; what is becomiq^jud suitable to every 
one's character; what will be tfu||Jipnseqiience of such 
or such actions ; what are the materials out of which 
things are made, and what the causes that first brought 
them into beingmi^thc second, a restraining the violent 
motions and passions of the soul, and bringing the 
irregular inclinations of the appetite under the power 
and government of reason : the third is a skilfulness of 
address in our carriage, and a winning demeanor to- 
ward the rest of men, with whom we are joined in one 
common society ; that so by their help we may be sup- 
plied in abundance with all those things which our 
natures stand in need of ; and by the same may be en- 
abled, should any injury be offered us, to keep our- 
selves secure from the violence of it; and not only so, 
but to revenge ourselves also on the guilty person, 
and inflict such punishments as are according teethe 
rules of humanity and justice. 

How far the power of Fortune reaches — The several reasons 
why men favor any one, or submit to his authority. 

VI. What means should be used for gaining and se- 
curing men firm to our interests, we should mention 
immediately, but we have one observation to make 
beforehand : there is no one but knows that the power 
of Fortune is very great, both as to the good and ill 
success of our actions ; for when she favors us we 
quickly arrive at opr desired haven ; but when sliu 
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turns against us, wc as quickly are shipwrecked and 
run aground. Now of those events which depend on 
fortune, there are some H^at do but rarely come to 
pass ; such as storms, tempests, shipvvrecl^, ruins, 
fires, &c., which pro qjjfc l from inanimate beXI|gs ; and 
from brutish anirnal^^icks, bites, pushes, &c., all 
which, as I said, do but rarely happen ; but the over- 
throws of armies, a&||^tlirec but a while ago,* and a 
great many otlicr8dl|BKTcral times ; the deaths of com- 
manders, as lately oW great and extraordinary person 
the hatred and violence of the enraged multitude, and, 
as a consequence of that, the banishu^its, flights, and 
utter undoings of well-deserving citHens ; as also on 
the other hand prosperous successes, such as honors, 
commands, victories, &c., though tliey are all of them 
fortuitous things, yet they cannot succeed either the 
one way or the other without the assistance and en- 
deavors of men. This being noted, we are now to dis- 
course of those ways and methods whereby men are 
drawn and inclined to be for us, and to endeavor all 
they can for our interest and advantage ; on which if 
f we seem to dwell longer than we should do, I desire 
the usefulness of the subject may be considered, and 
then we may possibly be thought too short. Whatever 
then is contributed by men toward any one's advance- 
ment in riches, honors, power, &c., is always done on 
some of these motives ; first, that of kindness, benevo- 
lence, or good-will, when for some reasons they love 
any person ; secondly, honor or admiration, when they 
respect any one for his virtues, and think he deserves 
to be highly promoted; thirdly, confidence, trust or 

* That of Pompey at Pharsalia ; his eldest son's at Munda 
in Spain ; and Juba and Scipio in Africa. 

Pompey, who, after his defeat at Pharsalia, flying into 
Egypt, was there treacherously murdered. 
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reliance, when they think they may safely confide in a 
man, as one that will certainly take care of their alTairs ; 
fourthly, fear, when they sta||||| in any awe of his power 
and authority ; fifthly, hope, when they expect to get 
sometTiin^throm him, as when P||||^cs or ])opular men 
promise great donations; and,,nfft of all, hire, when 
they are drawn to it by money or presents ; which is 
much the most pitiful and sordid^iw, as for those on 
the one hand that are taken by iHU^ewise for those 
that endeavor to make use of it^TCr it is never w^ll 
w hen people shall attempt to get that by money which 
ought to be the r^ard of virtue and merit. However, 
seeing somefime/ffine must have recourse to this me- 
thod as a refuge, 1 shall give some rules for our di- 
rection in the use of it ; but first speak of those that 
are more nearly related to virtue and honesty. In 
much the same manner, and for several such reasons, 
men submit to the power and authority of another, 
either because tliey have a kindness for him ; or have 
formerly received some obligations from him ; or re- 
spect him for his worth ; or hope they shall get some- 
thing by it ; or fear tliey shall be forced to it, if they 
do not do it voluntarily ; or are drawn by fair promises 
and large donations ; or, lastly, as we see’it too often 
practised in our own republic, are downright hired 
to it. 

A governor should endeavor to make himself loved, and not 
feared. 

VII. Now of all those methods, which tend to the 
advancement and maintenance of our interest, there is 
none more proper and convenient than love, and nonip 
more improper and inconvenient than fear : for, as it 
is very well observed by Ennius, whom men fear they 
also hate; and whom they hate they wish out of the 
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world : but that no force of power or greatness what- 
ever can bear up long against a stream of public hate, 
if it were not siidioicntil^ known before, was of late 
made appear by an instance of oiir own : and not the 
violent death of t^||^ tyrant^ nnly, who force of 
firms oppressed the 'city, which now most obeys him 
whcMi taken out of the world, hut the like untimely 
ends of most othejt||yrants, who have generally been 
attended by ill fate, is a manifest token that 

the hatred of the people is able to ruin the most abso- 
lute authority ; for obedience, proceeding from fear, 
cannot possibly be lasting ; wherea^tliat which is the 
effect of love will be faithful for ever. It is well 
enough in those who by open force have reduced 
any nation, and accordingly rule it with a high hand, 
if they do sometimes use rigor and severity, like mas- 
ters towards their slaves when there is no other way 
of holding them in subjection : but for those who are 
magistrates in a free city, to endeavor to make them- 
selves feared by the people, is one of the maddest and 
most desperate attempts on the face of the earth ; for 
though a man should by his power and greatness op- 
press the laws and overawe liberty by terror and 
threatenings, yet still they will find time to recover 
again ; first, by the private resentment of the citizens, 
and afterwards by their choosing, in secret counsels, 
some worthier person to free them from the oppressor: 
and Liberty, after she has been chained up awhile, is 
always more fierce, and sets her teeth in deeper, than 
she would otherwise have done if she had never been 
restrained. Let us therefore embrace and adhere to 
that method which is of the most universal influence, 
and serves not only to secure us what we have, but 


* Julius Caesar. 
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moreover to enlarge our power and authority ; that is, 
in short, let us rather endeavor to be loved than feared, 
which is certainly the best ^fey to make us successful, 
as w^ll iu our private as our public business : for 
those who desire to have othenj^ilip be afraid of them, 
must needs be afraid of those others in their turns. 
What, for instance, shall \vc imagine of the elder 
Dionysius? With what etorna||^rs and apprehen- 
sions must lie needs be racked, daring not to 

venture his throat to any razor, he was forced even to 
.singe off his beard with coals ? Or what of Alexander, 
who was surnaii|KL the Pheraean? In what torment, 
think we, must he perpetually live, when, as it is 
usually rejiortcd of him, he dared not so much as to 
rise from table, and go to his own wife Thebe’s cham- 
ber, whom he loved with an intire alfection, without a 
barbarian, and him, as it is said, too, a branded Thra- 
cian, to lead the way with his naked sword ; and 
would always despatch some of his guards before him, 
to search all the clothes and coffers of the women, for 
fear lest any weapon might be concealed within them ? 
O miserable and unhappy man, who could think a bar- 
barian, one who carried the marks of his condition in 
his forehead, would be faithfuller to him than his own 
wife! Neither, it seems, was he mistaken in it; for 
he was afterwards murdered by her instigation. Nor 
indeed can any authority, how absolute soever, sub- 
sist very long w'hen it is thus generally feared. Pha- 
laris himself, who is particularly remarkable for his 
barbarous cruelties, may serve for a witness to this 
truth ; who was not destroyed by domestic treacheries, 
like that Alexander whom I just now mentioned ; nor 
yet by some few men conspiring his death, like our 
late tyrant; but by a general insurrection of all the 
Agrigentines falling on him at once. Again, did not 
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the Macedonians revolt from Demetrius, and all with 
one consent march over to Pyrrhus ? And when the 
Lacediemonians grew insolent and tyrannical, did not 
their allies on a sudden forsake them, and show them- 
selves idle and iincdflcerned spectators of their ruin 
at Lcuctra, without ever stirring one foot to their as- 
sistance? 

llie just and gentle govoriiraent of the old Romans con- 
trasted with the fatal consequences resulting from an oppo- 
site course, 

VIII. I much rather choose, on ^uch a subject, to 
bring instances from foreign, than our own nation. 
However, I cannot but observe thus much, that so 
long as our empire supported itself, not by the methods 
of injustice and violence, but rather by actions of 
kindness and gentleness, wars vvere undertaken to 
protect its allies, or defend its honor ; and accord^ 
ingly their issues were attended with mercy, or at 
least no more rigor than was absolutely necessary. 
The senate then was a kind of port and refuge for 
princes and nations to have recourse to in their need ; 
and our officers and commanders made it their greatest 
glory to defend their provinces, and assist their allies, 
with justice and fidelity. This city, therefore, was 
not then the empress so properly as the protectress 
of all the world. This conduct and method of ma- 
liaging the state began by little and little to wear off 
before, but utterly vanished immediately after the 
victory of Sylla ; for people began to think nothing 
could he unjust to their confederates and allies, when 
once they had seen so great cruelties exercised even 
on their very fellow-citizens. This roan, therefore, 
was in a just cause, but which was followed by a cruel 
ahd most unjust victory ; he having had the boldness 
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and impudence to say, when in full market he was 
selling the goods of some honest and wealthy men, 
and whom he himself knew to be Roman citizens, that 
he wi^s going to make sale of his own booty. But 
there has come one after him,* whose cause was impi- 
ous, and his victory yet more scandalous and inhu- 
man ; who did not stop at selling private men's estates, 
but involved all our countries and provinces together 
in <me common calamity. Hence we have seen, after 
havoc and devastation made in other countries, as it 
were by way of prelude to the loss of our own empire, 
the city Marseilles drawn along in triumph ; and that 
very place, without whose assistance our former gene- 
rals never brought a triumph from beyond the Alps, 
has now found one that could have so much impudence 
as to triumph over its own destruction. I might bring 
in a great many other examples of most impious treat- 
ment that bath been shown towards our allies ; but 
this single instance is abundantly sulficient, being one 
of the basest that was ever committed before the face 
of the sun. The truth of it is, we have deserved these 
misfortunes ; for if others had not escaped without pu- 
nishment for their wickedness, this man could never 
have arrived at that insolence ; who, though he has 
left but few heirs to his estate, I am afraid will have 
a great many wicked ones of his ambition : for as long 
as some dissolute and profligate fellows remember that 
former inhuman auction, and are in hopes one day of 
seeing the same again, they will always be for propa- 
gating civil dissensions. Thus Publius Sylla, who 
was so busy in that mentioned, when his kinsman was 
dictator, was never contented till he had managed a 
worse and more inhuman auction six-and-thirty years 


' Julius Caesar. 
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after ; and another, who was scribe in that former dic- 
tatorship, in this latter was advanced to be treasurer 
of the city. By all which it is easy enough to per- 
ceive that we are never to expect we shall be free 
from civil wars so long as people hope to make their 
fortunes by them. We have therefore only the walls 
of our city remaining iiitire, and even they, as it were, 
expecting to feel the effects of their abominable wick- 
edness ; but as for the republic, it is absolutely sunk 
into ruins and nothing. And all these misfortunes 
have fallen on us (that I may return to the subject 
which occasioned this digression) by our choosing to 
govern rather by fear than love. What then ought 
particular persons to expect, when tyranny and op- 
pression could bring all these evils on tlie whole Ho- 
man empire 1 This then being so manifestly plain, 
that love is a most powerfuj motive to obedience, but 
fear a most weak and dangerous one ; — it follows, in 
the next place, that we should discourse of those 
means, whereby such a love, joined with honor and 
confidence, may most easily be got. Now this is what 
all men do not equally stand in need of; but each 
should consider his own way of living, and accordingly 
judge what is most convenient for him ; whetlier to be 
l/eluved by the generality of men, or only by some 
few and select persons. This however we may lay- 
down for certain, as, a first and most necessary rule in 
this case, to procure at least some faithful and sincere 
friends, who may have a true kindness and esteem 
for us. As -far as this reaches, there is very little dif- 
ference between even the greatest and meanest of peo- 
ple, and a}bsorts of them are almost equally concerned 
to 'endeavor after it. As for honor, glory, and the 
general good-will of all the citizens ; these indeed are 
things which are not alike useful and necessary for all. 
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Hovvcvef, for those that have been able to get them, 
they are very good helps, as for most other purposes, 
80 for the obtaining of faithful friends : — but of friend- 
ship IJiave treated in another work, which is intitled 
L^elius. 

What the ingredients of true glory are— By what means the 
love and confidence of the people may be obtained. 

1 \. I^ot us now proceed to discourse of glory; 
though that too is a subject, on which I have two 
books already extant : ' however, 1 shall briefly touch 
on it here, because it is a thing of such weight and 
moment towards the successful management of the 
most important aflairs. True and perfect glory, then, 
is always made up of these three ingredients: first, 
the love and good-will of the multitude ; secondly, 
their trust and reliance on a man ; and, lastly, their 
valuing and admiring liim, so as to think him a person 
that really deserves honor. The means of getting these 
three from the multitude, to give one short and easy 
rule, are very much the same as from particular per- 
sons. However, there is another peculiar way of ap- 
proaching the people, and gaining admittance into the 
hearts and afl’ections of all , men in general. Of those 
three then, which I just now mentioned, let us first see 
the ways of obtaining love. Now the love of the peo- 
ple is moved by nothing so much as by bounty and doing 
kindnesses : next they are pleased with a liearty de- 
sire and inclination towards it, though a man have not 
wherewithal to exercise it ; thirdly, the very name and 
reputation of having beneficence and liberality, justice, 
and fidelity, with the rest of those virtues which give a 
kind of smoothness and agreeableiiess to our conversa- 


‘ They are both lost. 
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lion, is of very great efficacy in getting us the favor 
and love of the multitude : and the reason of it is, be- 
cause honesty and decorum delight us of themselves, 
and by their own native beauties and excellence^ move 
and engage the hearts of all men : which seeing they 
appear with more lustre and virtues, which I just now 
mentioned ; it follows, that by nature we must love 
those people in wliorn wc suppose such virtues to re- 
side. And these are the principal causes of men^s 
loving us: there might, I confess, be some others 
given, but not of equal weight and importance with 
these. We are to speak in the next place of their 
trusting or confiding in us ; for tlie compassing of 
which, it is necessary we should he supposed to have 
two qualifications, viz. prudence and justice; for we 
trust those men, whom wc believe to understand mat- 
ters better than we do ; to be wise onougli to see things 
before they are arrived ; and in the management of 
them, if any danger should happen, to be ready at 
finding out ways and expedients to disentangle them- 
selves from the perplexities of it ; in which men ima- 
gine that all true and profitable wisdom consists. But 
when a man is found really just and faithful, that is 
good, we place so much tri||t and confidence in such a 
one, as not to entertain the least suspicion of deceit or 
injury. To such a man therefore we think we may 
wisely, and with a ^ure confidence, intrust our safe- 
tie#, our children, and our fortunes. Justice there- 
fore, of these two virtues, has much the more strong 
and effectual tendency to procure this credit and con- 
fidence from the people ; for that, even without wis- 
dom, can go a great way towards the obtaining of this 
end^ithereas wisdom, without that, is unable to do 
anvUPng: for the more shrewd and cunning any per- 
soi?^ the more he is suspected and hated by the 
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world, if he be not counted honest and upright withal. 
Justice, therefore, in conjunction with wisdom, can 
make a man be trusted as far as he pleases ; justice 
withcmt the other can do a great deal ; but the other 
without that is of no force at all. 

What iripn arc usually the objects of admiration — The differ- 
ence between despising and having an ill opinion of a 
man. 

X. Some men perhaps will be ready to wonder, 
since it is so generally agreed on by philosophers, and 
has been so often asserted by myself, that whoever 
has one must have all the virtues ; why I should speak 
of them separately now, as though it were possible for 
a nfan to have prudence without having justice at the 
same time. I answer, that the way of expression is 
highly, different, according to the difference of the sub- 
jects we are treating of; whether they are such as re- 
quire a niceness and subtlety in handling, or to be 
suited to the capacities of ordinary people. I do but 
speak here with the vulgar therefore, when I call one 
man courageous, another just, and a third prudent ; 
for in treating on a subjec^vhich concerns the people, 
we must make use of common and ordinary expres- 
sions ; which is what has been done by Paiistius him- 
self. But to return to our pur^mse: of the three in- 
gredients, which we said were rd^quired to the mal^ng 
up of glory ; the third was this — that men should ad- 
mire and value us so, as to think we are persons that 
really deserve honor. Now generally speaking, they 
are apt to admire whatever they see greats and beyond 
their apprehensions ; and likewise in particulars^ if 
they discover any excellency which they ue vet? 'ex- 
pected. They admire, thereibre, and extol them Wen 
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to the skies, in whom, as they think, they have found 
any rare and extraordinary qualities ; but as for those 
others, who have neither virtue, spirit, nor courage in 
them, these men they wholly despise and set light by ; 
for they cannot be said to despise all those of whom 
they entertain but an ill opinion. They are. far from 
thinking well of your roguish, backbiting, cozening 
sort of fellows, who are never unprepared fur the do- 
ing man an injury ; but by no means despise them for 
all that ; their contempt, as was said, lighting only on 
those who neither do good to themselves nor others, 
as we commonly speak ; that is, who spend all their 
lives in mere idleness and sloth, without ever minding 
or taking care of any thing. Those who are esteemed 
to excel in virtue, more especially draw men to won- 
der and admiration ; who keep themselves free, as 
from all other things that are base and unbecoming, 
so more especially from those sorts of vices which the 
rest of mankind cannot so easily stand against. Plea- 
sures, for instance, arc very alluring and charming 
mistr^es, which are apt to ensnare the better part of 
the soul, and entice it aside from the paths of virtue ; 
and pain, on the contrar v ^acks and torments us, so 
that the dread of it carrieJ^ppl men beyond the bounds 
of reason. Thus again, when life and death, riches 
and poverty, are the things in question, there are very 
fe|(|B|nen but are wlfblly transported with desire of the 
one* and abhorrence of the other. When a man there- 
fore has got such a great and exalted soul, as that he 
can look,, on all these things with indifference, and 
closel}^ pursue and adhere to Honesty, in whatever 
shape she presents herself; then it is that Virtue ap- 
p^s with such a brightness, as that all the world must 
amire her beauties. 
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Justice, and a contempt of riches, especially causes of men’s 
admiration. 

XI, Such a constitution of soul therefore as can 
make^a man despise all these goods or evils, begets 
him a mighty esteem and admiration ; but especially 
justice, which single virtue serves to give men the 
name and denomination of good, seems much the most 
admirable to the generality of people ; and not without 
reason, it being impossible for any one to be just who 
is afraid at the approaches of death, of pain, of banish- 
ment, or poverty ; or prefers those things which are 
contrary to these before the great duties of justice and 
honesty. And more particularly yet, men admire 
those, whom they hnd unconcerned as to the matter of 
money ; and count them tried, as it were like gold in 
the tire, who have been able to withstand the tempta- 
tions of it. J ustice therefore of itself is sufficient to 
procure those three things that are requisite to glory ; 
in the first place, the love and good-will of the people ; 
because its chief aim is the being serviceable ip very 
many: secondly, their confidence: and, thirdl$ptheir 
admiration ; for the same reason, because it neglects 
and despises those thin eja tbich the rest of men pur- 
sue with such eagernesT^Ha passion. Now, in my 
opinion, not only the being in a public station, but 
every method of living whatever, requires the 
and assistance of men ; as for the other ends, so ^ 
cularly for this, that we may have some familiar friends 
to converse with ; which it is no easy matter for a man 
to obtain, without at least the show and reputation of 
honesty. Hence it follows, that it is necessary even 
for those men themselves, who have withdrawn ffom 
the World, and chosen the quiet and retirement of^e 
country, to be reputed at least men of honesty ^nd 
integrity; and that so much the more, because ^otber- 
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wise they will certainly be counted dishonest; and 
then, having nothing of guard or defence, they must 
needs be exposed to perpetual injuries. The same 
justice also is necessary for those, if ever they Ifbpe to 
succeed in their business, who buy, sell, let, hire, and 
are concerned in the commerce and affairs of the world : 
nay, it is a thing of such powerful moment and uni- 
versal influence, as that those who live only on vil- 
lanies and wickedness can never subsist without some- 
thing of justice; for should any thief steal from ano- 
ther that belonged to the same confederacy, he would 
immediately be expelled, as unfit to be a member even 
of a society of robbers ; and should the leader himself 
not distribute their booty according to the measures of 
justice and honesty, he would either be murdered or 
deserted by his company. Nay, it is said that your 
robbers have some certain statutes, which they are all 
of them bound to observe among themselves. Theo- 
pompus tells us of a certain rogue, one Bardylis, an 
Illyrian, that got a great power by the fame of his jus- 
tice^flbividing the prey : and Yiriutus, the Lusitanian, 
.got a much greater, to whom even some of our armies 
and generals were forc^jL|a yield, till he was beaten 
and weakened by thatVPra Lmlius, who was siir- 
named the Wise, in the nme of his pretorship ; who 

» ;ht down his haughtiness to so low an ebb, as to 
r the war easy for those that came after him. 
dice then be of so great efficacy, as to raise and 
increase even the power of pirates; of what mighty 
force., must we suppose it to be in the midst of laws, 
and in a well-constituted republic ? 

What made men at first choose kings and make laws-^The 
justest men usually made kings, and why— Glory miiai ba 
flmnded oft solid iirtuo* 

XII. It was for the sake of enjoying the benefits of 
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this jus&e, the great use of which we have now been 
discoursing of, that the Medes heretofore, as we are 
told by Herodotus, and 1 am apt to imagine our own 
ancestors too, chose always the honestest persons for 
their •kings : for the poorer sort of people, being op- 
pressed by tlie richer, had recourse to some one of 
remarkable virtue, to save and protect them from vio- 
lence and injuries ; who, constituting measures of equity 
and justice, bound the greatest to observe them as well 
as the meanest. And that which was the reason for 
their choosing kings, in like manner put them on 
enacting laws: for men have always desired to. enjoy 
such a right, as all sorts of them might have an equal 
share in, for otherwise indeed it would be no right at 
all ; which, when they could get by the justice and 
honesty of some one person, tliey were contented with 
him, and never looked any farther; but when they 
could not, they were driven to a necessity of inventing 
laws, which could never be partial, but use the same 
language to all ranks and conditions. It is very plain, 
therefore, that those men were usually chosen to be 
kings who were counted by the people men oi|||pnesty. 
and integrity ; but if they were held prudent and wise 
withal, the people thoiy^ there was nothing they 
might not obtain by tlMlfeonduct and management. 
By all means therefore 1^ us constantly follow, and 
stick rclose to justice ; as for its own sake, (for other- 
wise ^Indeed it will not be properly justice) so 
increase of our honor and reputation. Now is 
not sufficient for a man to get riches, unless he has the 
wisdom to dispose of them, so as thereby to furnish 
out all his expenses, not only those of his bard neces- 
sities, but those of his bounty and liberality too ; so 
neither is it enough for a man to get glory, unless be 
knows how to make use of it with discretion ; though, 
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what Socrates says is very excellent to this purpose, 
that the readiest way, and, as it were, shortest cut, to 
arrive at glory, is really to be what one desires to be 
accounted. Those people therefore are highly mis- 
taken, who think of obtaining a solid reputation by 
vain shows and hypocritical pretences ; by composed 
countenances and studied forms of words : for true 
glory takes deep root, and grows and florishes more 
and more ; but that which is only in show and mere 
outside, quickly decays and withers like flowers ; nor 
can any thing be lasting that is only counterfeit. I 
might bring a great many pregnant examples' for the 
proof of these assertions ; but for brevity sake 1 shall 
content myself with those of but one single family. 
Tiberius Gracchus, the son of Publius, will always be 
praised and had in admiration, as long as there shall 
any memorials remain of the Roman achievements ; 
but his sons, on the contrary, were not in their life- 
times approved of by good men ; and since their de- 


cease have been numbered among those who were 
justly slain. 

Courage in war, temperance, and friendship with the wise 
and good, great recomme^ations of young men. * 

Xlll. It is the businesl|P^refore of those who de- 
sire to get, true glory strictly to discharge all the du- 
ties of jnstice : what those are, we have shown already 
in tBlfofiner book. 1 shall now proceed to lay down 
jl^7(hrections, how a man should appear before the 
what he is in himself ; though that of Socrates 
Ig wisest that can possibly be given, to 

make sur ^ place that he really is in him- 
self that desires to appear before the world. 

P'or when gentleman is just come into fho 

and*^i known and remarkable in it, 

^ re 
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either hfjr the fame of his father's actions, (which, I 
think, son Marcus, may be your case,) or by any other 
means or accident whatever, the eyes of all are imme- 
diately on, and every one is inquiring; after what he 
does? and how he steers his life ; and, as though he 
were set in the public view, so none of his actions, or 
so much as his words, can be long kept in secret : but 
those, who at the beginning and entrance of their lives, 
by reason of their meanness, are unknown to the world, 
as soon as they arrive at years of discretion, should 
set before their eyes the most honorable places, and 
bend all their studies and honest endeavors towards 
the obtaining them ; which they ought to do with so 
much the more boldness, because men are so far from 
envying youth, that they rather encourage and for- 
ward them in their progress. .The first thing then that 
sets a young man off, and recommends him to the pub- 
lic, is courage and bravery in martial affairs ; by which 
a great many amongst our forefathers, who were scarce 
ever wholly disengaged from wars, very nobly distin- 
guished and signalised themselves. But you, my son, 
have had the misfortune to light on the times civil 
war, wherein the one party was wicked and detestable, 
and tfie other unfortunat^nd unsuccessful; in which, 
however, when Pompey j||4 given you the command 
of one wing, you got much praise from that great com^ 
mander and all his army, by your riding, darting, and 
patiently abiding all the fatigues of war. But 
this piece of your rising glory, that, and tbe Wole 
constitution of the republic, are both of them fallen to 
the ground together. But 1 never designed so to mo- 
del this discourse, as that it should be proper for none 
but you ; but that it might be applicable to all men in 
general : I shall go on therefore to the remaining part 
of it. As then, in all things, tlie functions of tbe soul 
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Are more noble and excellent than those of {lie body, 
so the effects of our reason and understanding are 
greater and more powerful, as to this particular, than 
those of mere strength. Now of these there is none 
that can more recommend and adorn a young* man 
than temperance and sobriety, duty and respect to his 
natural parents, love and good-nature towards his 
friends and relations. Another good way for young 
people to get known, and have a good reputation, is 
often to attend on some great and wise men. who are 
thought to study the good of the public : for they 
are observed to be frequently with such, thsi pepple 
are presently apt to imagine that they will ‘ be like 
those men whom they choose for their patterns. Thus 
P. Rutilius, when he was young, bad the general vogue 
of a very honest man, and an able lawyer, because he 
frequented the house of Mutius. As for Crassus, whilst 
he was very young, he was not beholden to any one 
else, but obtained of himself everlasting honor, by un- 
dertaking that noble and glorious accusation, when at 
that term of years, wherein others are commended if 
they l^gin but to study and exercise the art ; (as we 
have it recorded of the famous Demosthenes ;) at that 
age, 1 say, did Crassus make it appear that be could 
perform that laudably, in We open courts of justice^ 
which he might, without disparagement, have baiMt 
studying at home. \ 

t ' 

Afiability very powerful to obtain men’s love, but eloquence 
much more — To defend more laudable than to accuse^ bqt 
the latter in some cases honorable enough— Defending the 
accused especially honorable, whfn it is against some pow- 
erful oppressor. 

XIV. But of speaking or discourse there are two 
sorts ; the one proper only for comnioii conversation. 
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the other for pleadings and debates in public. Of 
these two, the latter, which is what we call elotiuence, 
is apparently more powerful towards the attainment of 
glory; but yet it is inexpressible of what influence 
couilesy and aflability are, in the business of obtaining 
men's love and affections. There are extant letters of 
Philip to Alexander, Antipater to Cassander, and An- 
tigonus to Philip ; in which these most wise and pru- 
dent princes (for such we are told they really were) 
advise each his son to speak kindly to the multitude, 
and Uj- iQ win the hearts of both them and the soldiers 
by gentte words and familiar appellations. But that 
other discourse, which is proper for pleadings and ha- 
rangues in public, does oftentimes move and transport 
the whole multitude : for %vhen a man speaks to them 
fluently and plausibly, they- are presently wrapped 
into a strange admiration, and cannot but conclude, as 
soon as ever they hear him, that he is wiser and more 
knowing than the rest of men are. But if there be 
modesty joined with the power and weight of his elo- 
quence, there is nothing in the world can more raise 
their admiration ; and especially too if he be a^ young 
man that speaks. Now the subjects and occasions that 
Stan J in need of eloquence are more than one ; and se- 
veral^eung gentlemen, in%ur own republic, have made 
them^lves eminent in several of them : some, for ex- 
ample'! by speaking in the senate-house, and others by 
pleading in the courts of justice. Of these waya^the 
latter is most fruitful of admiration ; the duties of 
which are only two, defending and accusing. It is 
much more commendable to defend than to accuse : 
however, this latter bas ^ftentimes brought men to a 
considerable reputation. We mentioned the example 
of Crassus but just now ; and Marcus Antonius, when 
he was a young man, did the same ; and nothing got 
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Sulpicius so much credit for his eloquence as his brave 
accusation of Gaius Norbaiius, a very seditious and 
troublesome citizen. This, nevertheless, must be done 
but seldom, or indeed <never, unless it be undertaken 
on the behalf of the republic, as it was by those three 
whom I just now mentioned; or, secondly, on the ac- 
count of some injury received, as by the two Lucdlii; 
or else for the sake of those under our protection, as 
was formerly done by myself for the Sicilians ; and by 
Julius for the Sardinians against Marcus Albutius : in 
like manner Fusius made his industry be tak^n notice 
of, by his accusing Aquilius. Once then, or #o, it is 
allowable enough ; but by no means often. However, 
should the commonwealth call a man to it, he might 
do it often on her account, it being no disgrace to be 
often employed in taking vengeance on her enemies : 
yet, even in this case, it is still the best way to be 
moderate and cautious ; for he show's himself a man of 
very unnatural and merciless temper, or rather indeed 
not a man at all, but a savage monster, who can endure 
to make it his very business and employment to bring 
many people into danger of their lives ; besides, that 
it is dangerous to the person himself too; and not only 
so, but even scandalous and shameful, to get himself 
the odious name of an accuser ; which of late was the 
fortune of Marcus Brutus, a person that had sprung of 
a noble family, and son of that Brutus who was so 
particularly famed for his skill in the civil laws. It is 
another rule of duty more especially to be taken notice 
of, and which cannot be broken without manifest vil- 
lany, never to bring an innocent person into danger: 
for since kind Nature has gtviln us eloquence, to serve 
for the good and preservation of all men ;"-'wbat can 
be more wicked or inhuman, than to turn it to the ruin 
and destruction of the best of them ? It is our duty 
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then never to accuse the innocent ; but we need not, 
on the other hand, make any scruple of speaking some- 
times in behalf of the guilty, provided he be not wholly 
villanous and abominable : for 4his is no more than 
wliat*the people desire, than what custom authorises, 
and the common bowels of humanity incline us to. It 
is the duty of a judge to endeavor after nothing but 
the real truth, but an advocate sometimes may speak 
up for that, which carries no more than an outward 
appearance of it; which, I think, I should hardly have 
venturecU4o say, especially in writing a philosophical 
discon 1^,^' but that I perceive it was the opinion of 
Panietius, a person of as great and considerable au- 
thority as any among the Stoics. But defending is 
that which brings the largest returns both of glory and 
interest ; especially if one happen to be assistant to 
those who seem injured and oppressed by the power of 
some great one. This was my fortune, as a great 
many times, so more especially in my younger days, 
when 1 stood in defence of Roscius Amerinus against 
all the greatness and authority of Sylla; and you 
know the oration, which I then spoke, is at this time 
extant. 

Two sorts of liberality— Better to help men by our labor and 
industry than by our money — The inconveniences of the 
second sort of liberality— Measures to be observed in it. 

XY. Having given this account of the particular 
duties which young men must do for the attainment of 
glory, we are next to discourse of beneficence or libe- 
rality. Of this there are two sorts ; the one of which 
consists in obliging those who need it by our labor and 
industry, the other by our money. The latter of these 
two is much the more easy, especially for those who 
have plentiful fortunes ; but the former, on the other 
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hand, more glorious and magnificent, and more suit> 
able to the character of a brave and exalted soul ; for 
though there is a good-will and generous readiness to 
oblige shown in eitheilb yet in the one case we are in- 
debted to the chest, in the other to the virtues and abi- 
lities of the person. Besides, those sort of kindnesses, 
which are done by the assistance of money, or the like, 
within a short space of time draw their own fountain 
dry ; so that this liberality doth, as it were, eat out its 
own bowels ; and the more you have formerly obliged 
in this kind, the fewer you will be able to oblige for 
the future. But now, on the other hand, het whose 
generosity shows itself in labor, that is, in virtue, and 
being active for another’s gyod, the more men he hath 
formerly shown himself kinSl to, the more he will have 
ready to assist him ever after; besides, that by the 
custom of .doing good ofhees, he gets a kind of habit, 
and grows much more expert in the art of obliging. 
Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, reproves 
his son sharply in one of his epistles for endeavoring 
to purchase the good-will of the Macedonians by giving 
them donations. * In the name of wonder,' says he, 
* what method of reasoning could lead you into such a 
thought, as to ii^agine that those men would ever be 
^ faithful to you whom yourself had corrupted with mo- 
ney ? What ! do you design to be thought, not the 
king, but only the steward and purse-bearer of the 
^Macedonians V That steward and purse-bearer is ad- 
mirably well said, because it is so scandalous a busi- 
ness for a prince ; and that calling donations a cor- 
rupting the people; is better yet ; for those who receive 
them are perpetually the worse ,for. it, and only made 
readier to expect the same again* Philip wrote this 
to bis son alone, but it may serve for a direction to all 
men in general. I think we may take it for granted. 
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therefore, that that sort of bounty, which consists in 
doing kindnesses by our labor and industry, is more 
virtuous and creditable, can <|^lige more people, and 
has more ways of doing it than that other has. Not 
but that sometimes a man should give ; nor is this sort 
of bounty to be wholly rejected ; nay, one ought often- 
times to distribute some part of one’s money to those 
who arc well-deserving persons, and stand in need of 
such assistance; but still it must he done with great 
prudence and moderation : for some men have squan- 
dered? away whole estates by inconsiderately giving, 
which is certainly the foolishest thing in the world; 
for so a man disables himself ever after from doing 
that which he takes moil delight in. Hut the worst 
thing is this, that profuseness in giving is usually ac- 
companied by unjust ways of getting: for when by 
this means men h<v/e parted with what is their own, 
they are forced to lay hands on that which is another’s : 
and by this means they miss what is their principal de- 
sign, viz. the obtaining men’s love by their bounty and 
generosity ; for they get more hatred from those whom 
they injure, than good-will from those whom they 
hoped to oblige by it. AVe ought therefore neither so 
to lock up our riches, as that even liberality itself can- 
not open them ; nor so to keep them open, as if they* 
were common to all men in general : the best way is, 
always to observe a due medium, and give more or 
less in proportion to our estates. In fine, we should 
do well to remember a saying, which is now grown so 
common aa to be a proverb among us, ‘ Bounty has 
, got no bottom:^ for bow indeed is it possible there 
should ever be any end of it, when those who are used 
to it look to receive again ; and others, from seeing 
them, are taught to expect the same ? 
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How liberality and prodigality differ— What the chief advan- 
tage of riches — Public shows to the people very foolish. 

XVJ. Of those wlp give largely, there are two 
sorts ; the one of which are prodigal, and the ^ther 
liberal. The prodigal "are those who consume vast 
sums in making public feasts, and distributing portions 
of meat to the people ; or in providing gladiators to 
fight with one another, ifr with wild beasts in the thea> 
tres ; or in making preparation for other such sports, 
and recreations of the multitude : things that are for- 
gotten in a very short time, if ever at all thought on 
after once they are over : but the liberal are those who 
dispose of their money in r^eeming poor prisoners, in 
helping their friends and ail|baintance out of debt, in 
assisting them towards the marrying their daughters ; 
or putting .them into some method of making or in- 
creasing their fortunes. 1 wonder therefore what 
should come into Theophrastus’ head, w'ho, in a book 
of his which he wrote concerning riches, amongst se- 
veral noble and excellent things, has been guilty of 
one very grievous absurdity ; for he runs out mightily 
in commendation of magnificence, and giving public 
shows or donations to the people ; and thinks the sup- 
^ plying of such expenses as these the very principal 
fruit and advantage of riches : but in my opinion, it is 
both a much greater and more durable advantage to 
be furnished with money for those acts of bounty, of 
which I have just now been giving some instances. 
But Aristotle, with much more reason and judgment, 
reproves us for not being amazed at those turns, which 
are daily thrown away to caress the people Should ^ 

any one,’ sayu he, ‘when a city is besiegtd, and xe-** 
duced to great straits, give a large sum of money a 
little cup of water, people would wonder at it strangedjr, 
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and hardly be persuaded to believe it at first ; but af- 
terwards, possibly, on farther consideration, would be 
ready to pardon it, because it case of mere exigence 

and aecessity : but yet we can see, without any admi- 
ration, those vast charges and infinite expenses whicih 
men put themselves tO| for iio reason in the world, nei- 
ther for the relief of any want or necessity, nor yet for 
the increase of their glory andt^ignity : and that plea- 
sure of the multitude, which is principally aimed at, 
is of the shortest continuance; and only tickles and 
soothes up the meanest of the people, who themselves 
will forget the satisfaction they received as soon as 
ever the show and recreation is at an end.' He adds, 
moreover, with a great d^of reason, * that children, 
indeed, and some trifling iVomcm, together with slaves, 
and the more servile part of those who are free, might 
perhaps take a pleasure in such foolish kind of pas- 
times I but that men of true prudence, and those who 
judge of things by the irules of reason, can by no 
means either commend or approve of them.' I know 
it is a custom in our republic, and has been from the 
time of our good forefathers, to expect and demand, 
even the soberest citizens, something tiiat is 

sple^ra and magnificent in their edileships. Hence 
PubiitBS Crassus, who was surnamed the Wealthy, and 
realhr^as such, in his office of edile was very magnifi- 
cent Ikilid noble in his entertainments ; and Lucius Cras- 
sus, a little , labile after, was fully as generous, though 
colleague of Mucius, the most moderate man living. 
Next after these came Caius Claudius, the son of Ap- 
pius; and a great many others, viz. the Luculli, Hor- 
Ctensius, ai|^ Silaniis. But Publius Lenidlus, wheat 1 
waH^onsul, exceeded all others that ever went before 
him ; who was afterwards followed and copied by Scau- 
rus. But of all these shows that have been given to 
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please and entertain the people, those of my friend 
Porapey were the g^reatest and most magnificent, exhi- 
bited when he was |he second time consul. In all 
which cases it is easy fo see what is my opinion. • 

Expenses to please the people must be proportioned to one’s ^ 
estate, and confined within moderate limits. 

XVII. No man how‘^er should be so far moderate 
as to draw on himself the suspicion of avarice. Ma- 
mercus, a person of very great riches, was repulsed 
from the consulship, for no other reason but because 
he refused to be edile first : if such things therefore 
are demanded by the peoflle, and allowed of, though 
perhaps not desired by goilp men, they must even be 
performed ; but so as to keep within the compass of 
your estate, as I myself did : nay, though they should 
not be demanded by the people, yet they might wisely 
enough be presented them, ^ on a prospect of gaining 
some more considerable advantage by it. Thus Orestes, 
of late, got a great deal of credit by giving the people 
a dinner in the streets, under the notion of paying his 
tenths to Hercules.* Nor did any one ever find fault 
with M. Seius for selling out corn at an easy rate, in 
the time of a very great dearth and scarcity: for he 
got himself free from a great and inveterate hatred of 
the people, by a cost which, considering he wa|^t that 
time edile, was neither dishonest nor yet very great ; 
but of all, my friend Milo got the great^t honors by 
purchasing gladiators for the defence of thj5 public, 
which was wholly included in my sing]e;>Bi|fet5r, and 

■■Ibm among the Romans to^o^he trath 
some god, to make him prosper them a|i|||beir 

. Pi' undertakings. Orestes, under pretence of 

paying Hercules, gave a great deal of victuals to all 

the people iin public, that so he might gain their fa^or. 
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thereby defeating? the mad and pernicious attempts of 
Clodius. Such charges therefore arc not to be shunned, 
wrfien either they are necessary^ very advantageous ; 
but c^en when they are so, we must still not exceed 
tiie due limits of mediocrity. L. Philippus, the son of 
eQuintus, an extraordinary ingenious and eminent man, 
was wont, I confess, to be making his brags that he 
got all the honors the republic jlbiild give him, without 
ever spending one farthing that way; Cains Curio 
used to say the same ; and even I myself have some 
reason to boast on this account : for, considering the 
greatness of the honors I got, and that too by every 
one of the votes, and the very first years I was capable 
of them, (which is more ta|||||i can be said by either of 
those two whom I just nowmentioned,) the charge of 
my edileship was very inconsiderable. But the best 
way of laying out money in this kind, is to repair the 
city walls, make docks, havens, aqueducts, and the 
like } things that may sefve to the general use and 
advantage of the public ; for though things which are 
present, and given down on the nail, are more accept- 
able for a time, yet the memory of these will be more 
lasting, ^ind continued even down to posterity. I for- 
bear to speak much against theatres, porticos, new 
temples, an^ the like, out of respect to my old friend 
Pompey ; but I find them not approved of by the most 
famous men ; particularly not by Panmlius himself, 
whom I have very much followed, though not quite 
translated in this work : neither are they liked by De- 
metrius Phalereus, who blames Pericles, one of the 
greatest men amongst all the Grecians, for squandei^ 
ing away such a vast sum of money jiqble 

struclHye at the entrance of the Acropolis. But 1 have 
spoken sufiiciently on all this subject in'^those books 
which I have written concerning the republic. To 

CIC. VOL. III. I 
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conclude, therefore, all such profusions are, generally 
speaking, I tliink, to be blamed ; but yet, at some 
times, and on certain occasions, may be rendered i#- 
cessary : however, even then they must be propor- 
tioned to one’s estate, and kept within the limits of 
reason and moderation. 

Liberality to bo varied ac||prding to circumstances — Hospita- 
lity deservedly commended. 

XVIII. In that other sort of giving which proceeds 
from liberality, wo should not keep constantly to one 
certain measure, but vary according to the variety of 
circumstances in the persons that receive. His case, 
for instance, wlio stntgg|fa at present under some 
pressing necessity, is dilKrent from his, who is in 
tolerable circumstances, and only desires to improve 
his fortune. We should lend our assistance in the first 
place to those wlio are under the burden and weight of 
some misfortune, unless they are such as deserve to be 
miserable : we should be ready however to forw'ard 
those likewise, wlio desire only of us our helping hand, 
not so much to save them from being unfortunate, as 
to raise them to some higher degree of fortune. But 
here we must be careful to acijuaint ourselves tho- 
roughly with the fitness of the persons; for that of En- 
nius is admirably well said ; — ‘ 1 take good actions, 
when ill applied, to become ill ones.' Now that which 
is given to a truly honest and grhteful person is paid 
us in the acknowdegcraent he himself makes, and in the 
good-will that is got by it from the rest of the wofld : 
othing is more pleasing to all mankind than bounty 
red i^bout rashness and precipitancy ; and the 
lity of men praise it so much tHe nvore^ h^^use 
th?Hberality of every great man is a common Rnd of 
sanctuary for all Hat are needy. We should endeavor 
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therefore, as far as %Ne are able, to oblige many men 
b^siicli acts of generosity as may not be forgotten as 
soon as ever they arc over ; but be remembered by the 
children and })osferity of the receivers, in such manner 
as to lay a necessity on them of sliovving their grati- 
*tnde; I say, necessity; for all people hate one that 
takes no care of being grateful^o bis bencf#iclors, and 
count him that is such injurious to themselves, be- 
cause lie discourages bounty and liberality, and so is a 
common enemy to all the poorer sort, ilcsidcs, this 
way of giving, whereby captives are ransomed and the 
meaner folk enriched, is useful and advantageous to 
the public itself; and has fj^queutly been practised by 
those of our order, as appews very fully>i*rorn the or.i- 
tion of (Irassus. That other way therefore of expend- 
ing money, wliicli consists in making shows for the 
entertainment of the vulgar, ought, I think, by no 
means to be compared with this: the one comports 
well with the cliaracter of a great and a prudent per- 
son ; the Ollier of such as cajole the people, and look 
out for pleasures to tickle the fancies of the unstable 
multitude : and as it is a duty to be generous in giving, 
so is it not to be too rigorous in demanding ; but in 
every transaction of buying, selling, letting, and hiring, 
to behave ourselves towards our neighbors and cliap- 
men with all the fairness and courtesy imaginable; to 
let go something of our strict and just rights, on certain 
occasions; to avoid all suits and contentions at law, as 


far as can reasonably and fairly be expected ; perhaps 
1 might add, and even something farther; fur in se<] |||- 
ral cases to deliver up one’s riglit, is not onhcjgenm^on^ 
but advantageous too. However, a man 
a d^iint regard to bis estate and furtuneq for iSpnot 
over reputable to let that be ruined by bis easiness and 


neglect ; and yet on the other band be should carry 
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himself so as to avoid all suspicion of a sordid, mean, 
or avaricious temper: for it is then a man uses his 
money as lie ought to do, when he shows himself libe- 
ral, without ruining his fortune. Theophrastinj com- 
• mends, and with very good reason, another sort of 
bounty which we call hospitality ; for there is nothing,^ 
in my mind, more handsome and becoming, than con- 
stantly to have the houses of nohlemen open, and ready 
to entertain all strangers of fashion ; and it is no small 
credit and reputation to the public, that strangers never 
fail to meet with that sort of bounty and liberality in 
our city ; besides that there is nothing can be more 
useful for those who design by honest means to get an 
interest in the world, than to recommend themselves 
to the esteem and good liking of foreign nations, by 
the help of those people whom they thus entertain. 
Theophrastus tells us of Cimon the Athenian, that he 
showed his hospitality even to all his brethren of the 
Lacian tribe ; and not only made it his own constant 
custom, but also commanded his bailiffs the same, to 
keep open house for any one of the Laciadaj that should 
pass that way, 

Tho liberality which consists in doing good offices for others 
-What sorts of study aftbrd most opportunities of it — We 

should be careful of not offending some, by obliging others. 

XIX. I come now to speak of that sort of bounty, 
which consists not in giving, but in laboring for ano- 
ther's good ; and extends itself, as to the republic 
general, so to each member of the city jn paillicular. 
0be civil law principally gives us op|«^tumtie4pf 
ex^msing this; for there is nothing more proper to 
interest and credit in the wo/ld„ than the 
mailiging the law-suits of a great many personV, the 
assisting them with his advice, and doing for them all 
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that he can by his knowlegc and skill in that learning: 
and therefore I admire the wisdom of our ancestors, 
asYor several reasons, so particularly for this, that the 
knowbge and interpretation of their excellent civil law 
v.as counted a matter of the highest credit and repu- 
tation among them. Tliis the greatest men have kept 
constantly among themselves, till this late sad disorder 
and confusion of every thing:- but now the glory of 
thi‘j sort of learning, together with all honors and de- 
grees of dignity, is utterly mined and fallen to nothing : 
and to make the matter still so much the worse, all 
this has happened in the days of one * who, as he 
equalled in dignity all that have gone before him, so 
he was far above them in<!4he knowlege of the laws. 
This study then is approved of by most people, and 
puts it in one’s power to assist a great many, and ob- 
lige them by kindnesses. There is another sort of 
knowlege nearly related to this; the art, I mean, of 
persuasive speaking, which carries more majesty and 
ornament along^with it, and is more pleasing and liked 
of, by the generality of men ; for what is there in the 
world more extraordinary than eloquence, whether we 
consider the admiration of its hearers, the reliance of 
those who stand in need of its assistance, or the good 
will procured by it from those whom it defends? Our 
ancestors therefore held this among the chief of their 
civil professions. Any one then must oblige a great 
many, and have a large number of clients and de- 
pendents, who is able to speak well, and willing to 
take pains, and (as it was the custom among our good- 
j^efathers) is ready to undertake many people’s causasi, 
.without ever expecting to be rewarded for his trouble. 
And here I have a fair opportunity offered nie 'to^be- 

‘ Ser. Sulpicius, one of the most eminent among the Ro- 
mans for his skill in the civil law. 
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inoai#tlie great downfall, that I may not sny the utter 
extinction of eloquence ; but that I am afraid I shall 
seem to complain for my own sfike only. However, I 
cannot but with some concern take notice what a great 
many excellent orators we have lost ; how few^ there 
are rising, from whom we can expect any thing; and 
how much fewer who are able to perform and do any 
thing; and for all that, how many full of impudence 
and presumption. Now it is not for all, nor indeed for 
very .many, to be either skilful lawyers or eloquent 
pleaders: however, there is no one, if he would make 
it his business, but may do friendly offices to several 
people; either by begging some kindnesses for them, 
or by recommending their cases to tlie judges and 
officers, or by being industrious in promoting their 
interests, or, lastly, by using Ids endeavors witli those 
who either are able law’yers or eloquent orators; which 
whoever shall do, will make a great many be beholden 
to him, and get himself a general interest in the world. 
There is one thing however of \vhic]i I would take 
notice ; though I think it is so obvious, that I hardly 
need to do it ; which is, to have a care of offending 
some whilst he is endeavoring to be serviceable to 
others; for it often comes to pass, that such do atl un> 
kindness, either to those whom they ought to havlB ob- 
liged, or to those who are able to make them suffer for 
it afterwards ; which shows carelessness and negligence 
if done undesignedly ; but if designedly^jHahness and 
imprudence; and if it should happen that we are forced, 
though unwillingly, to disoblige any person, we must 
endeavor to excuse it as well as we are able, by skojk 
ing the necessity we lay under of doing so, a^d hot^H 
was utterly impossible for us to avoid it ; and mustlUP 
careful and industrious to repair the injury, by niaking 
SOI9C reasonable amends for it afterwards. 
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la conf(‘rring favors merit rather than fortune ought to be 
observed— We should never do an injury to one, for the 
sake of obliging another. 

XX. Now whenever we do a kindness or friendly 
office to another, we usually regard one of these two 
things, viz. either the honesty or tlie greatness of the 
person. It is easily said, and every one is ready 
enough to profess, that in placing their favors, they 
have much more respect to the merits of tin* person, 
than to his fortune in the world. This is very fairly 
and honestly spoken ; but yet I would be glad to be 
shown that man who is more willing to help one that is 
honest and poor than to get the favor of one that is 
wealthy and powerful : for who is not readiest to be 
serviceable to tliose from whom ho expects the most 
speedy requital ? but people would do well to consider 
more thoroughly the natures of tldngs; for though a 
poor man, it is true, cannot make a reciuital ; yet, if 
he is honest, lie will acknowlege flie obligation : and 
it was no unha(ndsonic saying, whoever was tlie author 
of it, ‘ That in case of a debt, the man who ackiiow- 
leges it, doth not thereby pay it ; and the man who 
pays it, docs no longer acknowlege it; but in case of 
an obligation, both lie who returns it still continues to 
acknowlege it, and he who ucknowleges it thereby 
sufficiently returns it.’ But now those, on the contrary, 
wlio value themselves on their riches, honors, and 
tlorishing condition, will scorn to acknowlege they 
are obliged for any kindness ; nay, will think they 
vouchsafe you a signal favor, even whilst you are do- 
theg^ some considerable service ; and will always 
jealous and suspicious over you, as though you de- 
landed and expected something from them : but to 
liave^it ever said they were defended by you, or to be 
numbered among your dependents or clients, is as in- 
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suppdhable to them as even death itself; whereas 
your mean person, when any one does him a friendly 
office, considers it was done out of respect to himself^ 
and not out of regard to his fortune or condition ; and 
endeavors to show himself sensible of the obligation, 
not to him only who has done him the kindness, but, 
as standing in ne^ of some other men’s assistance, 
to those others also, from whom he hopes for the like: 
and, if he should chance to do another any service, he 
does not endeavor t& cry up and magnify it, but • 
rather to lessen it as much as he is able. Another 
thing worth the considering is this ; that if you de- 
fend one that is wealthy and powerful, the obligation 
reaches only to the person himself, or perhaps just his 
children ; but if you protect one that is needy and 
forsaken, provided withal be be virtuous and modest, 
all the lower sort of people immediately, that are not 
wicked, which is no inconsiderable part of the multi- 
tude, will look on you as their safeguard and protec- 
tion. On all which accounts I am whjplly of opinion 
that a kindness is better bestowed on an honest than 
it is on a wealthy and fortunate person. We should 
endeavor, it is true, to the utmost of our power, to be 
serviceable to all men of whatsoever condition ; but if 
there should happen a competition between them, I 
am clearly for following Themistocles’ advice, who 
being once asked, how he would marry his daughter, 
whether to one that was poor but honest, or to one 
that was rich but of an ill reputation ; made answer, 

* I had rather have a man without an estate, than have 
an estate without a man.' But the mighty respqpl^ 
which is paid to riches has wholly depraved a*nd cor^f 
rupted our manners ; and yet wbat does it signify to * 
any One of us, that such or such a person has §pt a 
plentiful fortune ? Perhaps it may be useful to him 
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that has it, though not so neither always ; hiit*^llo\v- 
ing it to be so ; suppose he has got the world more at 
his command ; yet how, 1 would fain know^ is he ever 
the honester for it? Hut if a man be honest as w'ell as 
w’ealtliy, though I would not have him helped for the 
sake of his riches, yet I would not have him hindered 
on their account neither; but in'^^very case have it 
fairly considered, not how wealthy and great, but how 
good and deserving a person he is. 1 shall conclude 
this head with only one rule more ; which is, never, 
for the sake of doing any one a kindness, to v(;nture 
on that which is unjust in itself, or injurious to a third 
person : for no credit can be solid and durable unless 
built on the foundations of justice and horiesty ; with- 
out which nothing can be virtuous or commendable. 

The first duty of the governors of u state to secure each indi- 
vidual in the possession of his property : not to burden the 
people with taxes, a second duty : a third’, to furnish the 
people witli necessaries, 

XXI. Having thus discoursed of the one sort of 
kindnesses, which are done to particular members of 
the city ; we are now, in the next place, to speak of 
those others, which are done to them all, and to the 
commonwealth in general. Now these again are of 
two sorts, the one more immediately relating to the 
community ; the other reaching down to each member 
in particular; which latter is more grateful and ac- 
ceptable. We should show our beneficence, as far as 
we are able, in both these ways ; but especially in 
thji^ latter, which relates to each one of the particular 
/members : in which however one caution must be 
observed, that nothing be done in behalf of particulars, 
but tiiat which is useful, or at least not prejudicial to 
the commonwealth in general. C. Gracchus, for in- 
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stalled^ made a large distribution of corn to the people; 
and the effect of it was, that the treasury was ex- 
hausted by it : Marcus Octavius was one that was 
moderate, winch was a kindness to the multitude and 
no ways a burden or grievance to the state ; and, ac- 
cordingly, both th(^ public and all the members of the 
city received beneiR from it. But tlie principal thing 
for a governor to take care of is, that each individual 
be secured ip the quiet enjoyment of his own, and that 
private men be not dispossessed of what they have, 
under a pretence of serving and taking care of the 
public: for nothing is more destructive to the peace 
of any nation than to bring in a new distribution of 
estates, which was attempted by Philip, in the time of 
his tribuueship : however, he cjniekly gave over his 
design, and did not persist stubbornly in defence of it, 
as soon as he found it was so vigorously opposed ; but 
ill bis public speeches and harangues to the people, 
among a great many things to obtain their favor, he 
was heard to say one of very dangerous consequence ; — 
That the whole city had not two thousand men in it 
that were masters of estates : a very pernieious and 
desperate saying, directly tending to bring all things 
to a level ; which is the greatest misfortune that can 
befall any people ; for to what end were cities a-nd 
comnionwealtlis established, but only tliat every one 
might be safer and securer in the enjoyment of his 
own ? For though men are by nature sociable crea- 
tures, yet it was the design of preserving what they 
had that first put them on building of cities for a 
refuge. It is a second duty of the governors oC a 
state to see that the people be not forced to pay taxes, 
as they often were in our forefathers' time, partly be- 
cause they were always in war, and partly by reason 
of the lowness of the treasury. This is an inconve- 
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nieijce, which ought, as far as possible, to be pA)vidrd 
agaiiivSt beforehand : but if any state should be under 
such circumstances, as that it must be forced to make 
use of this expedient ; — I say any state, because I am 
unwflling to suppose so unhappy a thing of our own ; 
besides that T speak here of all of them in general ; — 
but if, I say, any state should b||, brought to such a 
pitch, duo care must be taken to let the people know 
that it is ahsolutely necessary, as aflairs now stand ; 
and that otlierv\isc they must needs be inevitably 
ruined. Aj^ain, it is yet farther required of those men 
wJio govern and preside in a commonwealth, to see tliat 
it b(; furnished with all the conveniences and neces- 
saries of life. To tell wdiat these are, and how to be 
provided, would ho alfogetlier needless in this place, 
since it is sufiicieiitly known .already ; I only thought 
fit just to touch on it. Hut in all kinds of business, 
and managing affairs of a public nature, there is no- 
tliing more necessary than always to keep oneself 
clear and untainted, so as not to lie under the least 
suspicion of avarice. ‘ 1 could heartily wish,' said 
Cains Pontius, the ^amiiite, ‘ that Fortune had re- 
served me to those limes, and tliat it had been my 
fate to be then born, whenever the Romans shall begin 
to take bribes ; I should quickly have put an end to tlicir 
florishing empire.' Truly be must liave waited a pretty 
many ages ; for that is a kind of evil which but lately 
has begun to infest this republic. If Pontius, there- 
fore, were so great a man as he pretended to be, I am 
very well satisfied with bis being born when be was, 
and not in those times which have lately happened. 
It is not yet a hundred and ten years ago since Lucius 
Piso got a law to be enacted against the corruption of 
mag^istrates, whereas there had never been any one 
before : but since that time there have been so many* 
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laws, and still every new one more severe thait* the 
former ; so many persons accused and condemned ; 
such a war stirred up in the bowels of Italy, by those 
who were afraid of beinj^ broiijijht to piinislnnent; ^such 
shameful extortion, and pillaginjy our allies, by those 
who have defied all laws and courts of justice; — that 
we are rather beholden to the weakness of others, than 
our own strength or virtdes, that we are not utterly 
ruined. 

Kxaniplos of contempt of money amon^ the ancient Romans 

— Tli^ honor attaclied to this virtue — The danger and folly 

of the project of levelling estates. 

XXII. Panirtius highly commends Africanus for 
his being uncorrupt as to the matter of money. It is 
a virtue that well deserved his commendation : but I 
think there were others in that great person, which 
deserved it much more; to be untainted with money 
being not properly a virtue of that man as of those 
times in general, Paulus ^^milius had all the w'ealth 
of Macedonia in his power, which amounted to almost 
an infinite value ; so that he brought such a sum into 
the treasury, as that the single booty of that one gene- 
ral superseded the necessity of all taxes for the future ; 
and yet he brought nothing to his own house but the 
eternal memory of his name and achievements. Afri- 
canus followed the example of his father, and re- 
turned nothing richer from the overthrow of Car- 
thage. So Mummius, who was afterwards his partner 
in the censorship ; did he make himself a farthing the 
wealthier by rasing one of the wealthiest cities in the 
world ?* No, he rather chose to make Italy fine with 
the spoils of his enemies, than his own house ; though 

1 Corinth, which w'as rased by Mummius, the same year 
that Carthage was by Scipio. 
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in fhy opinion the ornaments of Italy reflect a bright 
lustre on his own liouse too. There is no vice then 
(that I may return to the subject from which 1 have 
digressed) more detestable tlian avarice ; more espe- 
cially in great men, and such as bear sway in the go- 
vernment of a state ; for it is not only mean for a man 
to make a prey and advantage of the commonwealth, 
but even impious and abominable. That oracle there- 
fore of the Pythian Apollo, that nothing but avarice 
should be i)ie ruin of Sparta, doth not seem designed 
for the J/u;edjemonians only, but for every wealthy 
and florishing nation. And as avarice is thus i^ry de- 
structive to a state, so to appear upright and regardless 
of money, is the most certain method those in power 
can make use of for procuring the love and good 
liking of the people : but those, who, designing to 
curry their favor, attempt new laws about the levelling 
estates, so as to force the right owners from their law- 
ful possessions ; or propose to make creditors remit all 
the debts, which injustice are due to them; plainly 
undermine the two principal pillars and supports of the 
government : in the first jdace, concord and unity amongst 
the citizens, which can never be kept up, whilst some 
are deprived of what is justly their due, and others 
discharged from the necessity of payment; secondly, 
justice, which immediately must sink into ruins, if 
men cannot be secured in the possession of what is 
their own : for that (as we before remarked) is the 
chief end and aim of men's gathering into societies, 
and building of cities, that each one might freely en- 
joy what is his right, without any danger or fear of 
being deprived of it. Besides this, the authors of 
these pernicious designs never get that good-will, which 
they propose, from their citizens; for, as for those 
men, who are losers by such a method, it is certain 
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that they will be their enemies lor it ; and those who 
are gainers will be sure to prolcnd that tlie}^ never 
desired it, especially in the business of having debts 
forgiven : there every one dissembles how gl;ul i»e is 
of it, for fear it should be thought he was not able to 
pay them : but those men, to whom such designs arc 
prejudicial, will hardly forget them, but show a j)er- 
pctual grudge and resentment. And thongli the num- 
ber of these, who are thus wickedly b(‘fiiended, be 
greater than of those w'ho are injuriously robbed ; yet 
it dollyiot follow that therefore they are more power- 
ful ; fSr it is not tlie number, but the quality of the 
persons that must carry it in this rase. Besides, what 
reason or equity is there when estates bav(5 been held 
for a great many years, or perhaps ages, that the 
rightful owners should be tlirust out from them, and 
others, that never had any, should come and possess 
them ? 

Evils arising to a state from insecurity of property — The wise 
conduct of Aratus the Sicyouian. 

XXIII. For such kind of partial, injurious proceed- 
ings, the Spartans once banished Lysander, one of 
their epliori ; and put to death Agis their king, for the 
same reason ; an action unheard of before in that city. 
This was succeeded by such grievous contentions and 
discords in the state, as that tyranny and oppression 
got the upper hand amongst them ; the nobles were 
banished from Iheir native country, and the best coii- 
sfituted republic on the face of the earth was utterly 
dissolved and brought into confusion. Nor did this 
mischief end with the Spartans only ; but, like a con- 
tagion, spreading itself farther, involved all Greece in 
the same miseries and calamities. Pray, what is it that 
ruined our own two Gracchi, sotis of the famous Tibe- 
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rius^racclius, and grandsons of Alricanns, but only 
these controversies al)oiit levelling estates? Aratus 
the Sicyonian is deservedly commended as much on 
the Cither hand : he, when his country for fifty years 
together had been greatly oppressed and overrun by 
t5Tants, went secretly one night from Argos to Sicyon, 
and made himself master of the city by surprise; and 
unexpectedly falling on Nicocles, the then tyrant, he 
put him to flight. This being done, he recalled six 
hundred of the wealthy citizens, who had all been 
formerly bariishcd by the tyrant; and by this his ar- 
rival, delivered the city from slavery and oppmsion : 
but he afterwards found it would be a great deal of 
trouble to settle tlie business of their estates and pos- 
sessions; for he thought on (he one hand it w'as very 
unreasonable that those men, whom he had restored, 
should want, whilst othcjrs enjoyed what in equity was 
theirs; and yet it seemed hard on the other side, that 
men should be thrust out of those possessions, wliich 
now they had held for these fifty years; if, more 
especially it were likewise considered, that it could not 
but happen in so long a time, that they must have 
gone, a great part of tiiern, from one to another, either 
by inheritance, purchase, dowry, or the like, and 
therefore w'cre possessed by the present incumbents, 
without having injured the rightful proprietors. On 
these considerations, he judged it necessary, both to 
bear with the latter in the enjoyment of what they 
had, yet to satisfy the former, whom it justly belonged 
to : and finding a large sum of money was r.equisite to 
settle this business as it ought to be, he told them he 
had occasion to go to Alexandria, and ordered they 
should not concern themselves about it till bis return. 
He goes accordingly with all possible speed to bis old 
friend Ptolemy, who at^bat time was reigning in Alex- 
andria, being the second king after the founding of 
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that city. Having told him his design of settlitfg li- 
berty in his country, and the reasons that put him on 
undertaking that voyage, he quickly prevailed on that 
wealthy prince to supply him with a quantity of nponey 
for his assistance : with this he immediately returns to 
Sicyon, and choosing out fifteen of the principal citi- 
zens to help him with their counsel on this occasion, 
he heard both the causes of those wlio possessed what 
had belonged to others, and of those who had lost what 
had been formerly their own. At last, he so managed 
the \d^le business, as that the estates being set at 
their ™ue values, some were persuaded to part with 
what they had, and take an equivalent in money for 
it; and others to neglect the recovery of their own, 
and rest themselves content with being j)aid its full 
value. By this means the controversy was fairly de- 
termined, and all went home satisfied without grudging 
or complaining. Here was a great and extraordinary 
man now ! Here was one that deserved to have been 
born in our republic ! This is the true way of dealing 
with citizens ; and not (as hath been practised amongst 
us twice) to make sale of their goods in the public 
markets, and liave them cried by the voice of the com- 
mon crier. But this famous Grecian, as was the duty 
of a wise and extraordinary person, thought it became 
alike to provide for all ; and indeed every magistrate, 
who proceeds on principles of reason and prudence, 
will always take care not to make any difference be- 
tween tbe interests of his people ; but will govern 
them all Iw the same rule and standard of justice and 
equity* Ilere is one man shall dwell in what belongs 
to another; what reason is there I beseech you for 
this ; that when I have bought, built, repaired, and 
laid out a great deal of money, another should come 
and enjoy all the fruits of it, i||ipite of my teeth f Is 
not this plainly to take away from one that which 
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just)5r belongs to bim, and give to another what he has 
no right to ? As to the project of forgiving debts, I 
can see no reason in Uie world for it, unless it he rea- 
son tjiat another should buy land with my money ; 
and that he should have the land, but 1 never have my 
money. 

Faith the cement of public society— The duties of a good ma- 
gistrate — How one’s health and estate are to be taken care 

of. 

XXIV. Care ought therefore to be taken before- 
hand, which it is easy to do by a great many vi^s, to 
keep people from running so much into debt, as may 
bring any damage or inconvenience to the public ; and 
not, when they are in, to oblige the creditors to lose 
what is their own, and let the debtors gain what in 
justice is another's; for nothing so cements and holds 
together in union all the parts of a society, as faith or 
credit ; which can never be kept up, unless men are 
under some force and necessity of honestly paying 
what they owe to one another. This design of having 
debtors excused from payment w'as never attempted 
with greater eagerness than w'hilst 1 was consul : men 
of all ranks and degrees in the state took up arms and 
formed camps for the bringing it about ; whose endea- 
vors 1 resisted with so much vigor, as that the republic 
was soon delivered from so pernicious an evil. There 
never were known greater debts in the city, nor ever 
more easily and faithfully paid ; and pray what was the 
reason of all this ? Why, because when the^ hopes of 
defrauding were cut off, they found themsd^es under 
a necessity of payment. It is true, there is one who 
has since been a conqueror, though then he was con- 
quered by my vigilance,* that has found out means to 

* HiS means Csesar, whc|being overwhelmed in debt, was 
CIC. ^L. III. K 
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effect these designs, at a time when they would bring 
him no manner of advantage ; but such an inclination 
had that man to villany, that the bare doing of it was 
a pleasure to him, without any other invitation Jn the 
world. The sum then of what has been said is this, 
that such as desire the good of the republic must be 
sure to avoid this sort of liberality, which takes away 
from one what it gives to another; and must conse- 
quently make it their principal care to uphold each 
member in his proper rights, according to the prin- 
cipl^ of justice and equity ; so as neither to sulfcr the 
pooiir sort of people to be wronged or oppressed by 
reason of their poverty, nor the richer to be hindered 
from keeping or demanding what is justly their own, 
by the envy of the others ; and, in fine, must apply 
their most earnest endeavors, whether in war or peace, 
to increase the power, and enlarge the bounds and re- 
venues of the republic. These are the duties and ex- 
ercises of great men ; these are the things which were 
practised by our ancestors ; and whoever pursues the 
same course will not only bring great advantage to the 
republic, but gain a mighty interest and reputation to 
himself. In these rules of duty, relating to things 
profitable. Antipater the Tyrian, a Stoic philosopher, 
who lately died at Athens, thinks that two things have 
been omitted by Pansetius ; first, the care of getting 
and preserving one’s health ; and, secondly, of an 
estate. I believe that great philosopher might omit 
them on purpose, because they are so easy and ob- 
vious ti^very one: however, it is certain they are 
both of flrem profitable. Now health is preserved by 
considering the peculiar temper of one’s body, and ob- 

suspected in Catiline’s titne to favor his wicked designs ; and 
so may he said to have been conquered by Cicero, tiflken he 
mined Catiline, A 
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serving what agrees o’* does not agree with it ; by tem- 
perance and moderation in meats and drinks, and 
other things relating to the welfare of the body, by 
forbearance and abstinence as to the matter of plea- 
sures; and, lastly, by the skill of physicians, and the 
like. An estate should be got by nothing that is any 
ways scandalous or dishonest ; preserved by diligence 
and prudent management ; and, lastly, by the same 
means bettered and augmented. But this whole sub- 
ject is excellently handled by Xenophon the Socratie, 
in his book of Giconomics ; which I formerly trans- 
lated from the Greek into Latin, when much abdiit as 
old as you are at present. 

The comparing of things profitable one with another. 

XXV. The fourth chief head vife proposed to speak 
of was the comparing things profitable one with ano- 
ther ; which is oftentimes necessary, however neglected 
or forgotten by Pansetius ; for we use to compare either 
the goods of the body with those of fortune ; or these 
bfick again with those of the body; or, lastly, those 
both of the one and the other amongst themselves. 
First, the goods of the body are compared with those 
of fortune ; as it is more eligible, suppose, to be healthy 
than rich : secondly, these back again with those of the 
body ; sis it is better to be rich than of a robust consti- 
tution : thirdly, those of the body with one another ; 
as health is preferable to pleasure, or strength to acti- 
vity : and, lastly, those of fortune with one another ; 
as if glory should be preferred before rid^, or an 
estate in the city before another in the coiintry. To 
this latter sort of comparing may be referred that 
answer of the senior Cato, who being once asked, what 
he conceived most profitable in the management of an 
estate? said, * To feed Hfttle well.' And what the se- 
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coiid? ‘To feed cattle pretty well/ And what the 
third? ‘ To feed cattle, though but ill.* And what the 
fourth? ‘To till the ground.* And then the inquirer 
proceeding still to ask, ‘ Pray what do you thjnk of 
letting money out to usury ?*^ — ‘ Pray what do I think/ 
replies Cato, ‘ of killing a man ?* From what has been 
said, and a great deal more, that might easily be added, 
it is sufficiently manifest that profits are often com- 
pared with one another ; and that we had reason suffi- 
cient on our side, in making this a fourth head for the 
finding out our duty : but as for the business of getting 
an estate, and placing out money to the best advantage, 
and 1 wish I might add of applying it to the best uses ; 
there are certain honest men' vvho attend at the exchange 
that can better inform you than any of the philosophers 
that dispute in the^schools. It is worth while, how- 
ever, to know these things, because they relate to the 
business of profit, which has made up the subject of 
all this book. Let us now pass on to what remains 
behind. 

• So ho calls, by way of derision, the bankers, changers, 
&c. 
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BOOK III. 

o 

Difference between the retirement of Africanus and Cicero — 
Some good to be drawn out of evils. 

Chap. I. Cato, son Marcus, who was near of t^e 
same age with Publius Scipio, the first that had the 
surname of Africanus given him, tells us it was a usual 
saying of his, that he was never less idle than when he 
was idle ; nor ever less alone than when he was alone : 
a noble and excellent sentence indeed, and worthy of 
so great and wise a person : by Which it appears, that 
in the midst of leisure he could think of business, and 
was used when alone to converse with his own thoughts: 
so that he never was properly idle, and needed no com- 
pany to entertain him in his solitude. The two things, 
therefore, which bring a kind of dulness and heaviness 
on others, served but to sharpen and invigorate his 
mind, viz. solitude and leisure. I wish I could truly 
say the same of myself. But though I am not able to 
arrive at that inimitable temper of soul, 1 desire at 
least to come as near it as is possible ; and being ex- 
cluded, by open violence and impious arms, from having 
aught to do w ith affairs of the senate or business of the 
bar, I wholly betake myself to a life of retirement; 
and for that very reason have abandoned the city, and 
am often alone, only going from one seat to another in 
the country. But, alas I my leisure is not to be com- 
pared with that of Africanus, nor my solitu^with his 
solitude ! for be was employed at that very time in 
places of the greatest reputation in the public ; and his 
leisure was only a voluntary retirement, to give himself 
respite from business for a season ; and his solitude 
only a kind of port or l||yeo, into which he withdrew 
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liimself from the disturbances of company; whereas 
my leisure proceeds not from any desire of respite, hut 
from a want of business to employ myself about: for 
what proper work can I find to do, when thercc is no 
more a senate nor any courts of justice remaining in- 
tire, in which I might honorably show myself ; there- 
fore, whereas it was my former custom to appear much 
in public, and in the eye of my citizens ; I now, on the 
contrary, hide myself from them, to avoid the very 
sight of such packs of villains as are every where 
abroad ; and as much as is possible confine myself to 
Solitude. But since tjkiis is given us for a rule by the 
learned, that when s^eral evils are threatening us at 
once, we should not only choose to undergo the least, 
but extract some advantage out of them, if it be possi- 
ble ; I therefore, in the midst of all these present mis- 
fortunes, gain the small advantage of quiet and retire- 
ment, (though not such a quiet as he might have ex- 
pected, whose wisdom had formerly procured the peace 
of the public,) and endeavor not wholly to languish out 
that solitude, which not choice, but necessity has laid 
on me ; though Africanus, indeed, I myself must con- 
fess, has got much greater glory by his solitude and 
retirement ; for none of his thoughts are committed to 
'i^ritlpg, nor any monuments remain of what he did in 
hiS'li^ure, and when he was alone ; whereby we are 
giv^to understand that he never was idle, nor ever 
properly alone; because he was always employed in 
meditation, and his mind was busy in searching out 
tffose thuy^ which, by thinking, he made himself master 
of : but i; who have not got such a strength of genius 
ht\b be content when alone with the company of my 
bare thoughts, am forced to apply all my studies and 
endeavors to the drudgery of writing : I have written 
more therefore within a very«hort time, since the ruin 
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of the state, than I did for some years while it was in 
its dorishing condition. 

The subject of duties the most useful part of all philosophy— 
An ej^hortation to his son to be diligent in his studies. 

II. Now, though all philosophy, my dear Cicero, be 
rich, as it were, and a plentiful soil, which has not any 
part of it waste and uncultivated ; yet there is no part 
that is more fruitful in it, or from which more advan- 
tage accrues to the husbandman, than that which is em- 
ployed about offices or duties ; whence those precepts 
and directions are drawn, which lead toward a steady 
and virtuous way of living. Whd^^efore, though I doubt 
not but that Cratippus, the greatest philosopher of our 
age, is daily inculcating these things to you, and you 
are receiving them with that attention they deserve; 
yet I have thought it not wholly unnecessary to remind 
you myself of so important a matter, and could 
thai your ears might continually ring, as it were, with 
such precepts, and not hear, as far as possible, any 
thing else. And as this is a method which is useful 
for all men, who design to lead virtuous and creditable 
lives ; so for no one living, perhaps, more than your- 
self. For consider, you are the son of an industrious 
father, one who has borne the greatest honors in the 
republic, and has got himself some credit and repu- 
tation in the world : people therefore will expect that 
you should follow my steps, and it is your part to see 
that you answer their expectation. Besides, it is no 
small thing you have taken on yon, by being at Ath^|||^ 
and under the great Cratippus ; whither si#h you are 
gone, as it were, to a staple and mart of good litera- 
ture, it will be scandalous for you to return again 
empty, and bring a reproach both on the place and 
your, master : wherefor]^, dearson, he industrious and 
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diligent, and spare no manner of pains and labor (if 1 
may call it a labor, and not rather a pleasure, to study 
and learn) that you may make a good use of these ad- 
vantages before you ; and when all things are^ thus 
plentifully supplied on my part, let it never be said 
tJiat you yourself are wanting to your own greatest 
interest. But I shall say no more on this at present, 
having heretofore written again and again to you, by 
way of exhortation. Let us now proceed to the fifth 
and last part of our proposed division. Pametius, then, 
who, without all controversy, has written most accu- 
rately on the subject o^uties, and whom in this work, 
with a little alteration y have hitherto followed, lays 
down, as was said, three general heads, which men use 
in consulting or deliberating concerning their duty. 
In the first it is questioned, whether the action they 
are going about be honest or dishonest ; in the second, 
\nnier it be profitable or unprofitable ; in the third, 
hO^^ good man ought to determine the case, if t]iat 
which seems honest should come into competition with 
that which seems profitable. Of the two former heada 
he has given us an account in his first three books, and 
therein has promised to go on with the third of them ; 
but has failed, it should seem, of being so good as his 
word: which I wonder at the more on this account; 
because we are told by bis scholar Posidonius that 
he liv^ thirty years after those books were published. 
And I cannot but be surprised at the same Posidonius, 
that having an occasion, in some of his writings, to 
djl^urse on this argument, he should do no more than 
briefly ton^b on it ; especially seeing he himself has 
observed, that in all philosophy there is no one subject 
more necessary and important. Some indeed think, 
whom I cannot agree with, that Pansstius did not forget 
this part, but omitted it on purpose ; and that in plain 
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truth it ought to be omitted, since profit can never be 
really contrary to honesty: whether it ought to be 
omitted or not, may perhaps be a question ; but whe- 
ther Pansetiiis first designed it or no, and yet after- 
war(fs neglected it, I think can be none : for a writer 
certainly, that proposes three heads, and goes through 
with but two of them, must needs design to discourse 
on the third ; nay, he tells us himself in the close of his 
third book, that he would afterwards proceed to this 
remaining part. Besides, we have the authority of 
Posidonius to vouch it, who in one of his letters has 
given us a saying of Rutilius^JRufus, who was scholar 
to Paneetius as well as himilH; that as never any 
painter had been yet so bold as to venture on finishing 
that piece of Venus, which Apelles left imperfect at 
the island Cos; (the beauty of the face making all 
men despair ever to paint a body that should^ be 
answerable to it;) so the excellency of that whisi£|n- 
naetius had written on this subject made others aimd 
' of attempting to add that which he had omitted. 

The danger of separating profit from honesty — What the 
Stoics mean by living according to nature-^Tbe most per* 
feet virtue, as it is counted by the multitude, is really im- 
perfect. 

III. That Panaetius, therefore, did think he was 
obliged to discourse on this part, is beyond all ques- 
tion ; but whether he was mistaken in his judgment or 
not, when he laid down his head, as the third of deli- 
berating for the finding out our duty, may perha|d|||^ 
disputed : fur whether, according to the opinion oTOe 
Stoics, we take virtue or honesty to be the only good ; 
or, according to that of the Peripatetics, acknowlege 
it so to he the chief ^ood, as that all things else are 
just as nothing against it it is certain, on either of 
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these suppositions, that profit cj^nnot be put in balance 
against honesty. We are therefore told that Socrates 
used even to curse those people who disjoined these 
things in thought and conception, which are one and 
the same in nature and reality : and the Stoics are so 
iard)f bis opinion, as constantly to maintain, that what- 
ever is honest must be also profitable, and whatever is 
profitable must be also honest. It is true, had Panm- 
tius been one of those who assert that virtue is there- 
fore only desirable, because it brings something of 
profit along with it ; like some, who think nothing any 
farther worth seekin^^lf* it begets pleasure, | 

or exemption from p|||^ we could then have allowed 
him the liberty of saying that profit is sometimes 
repugnant to honesty : but seeing he was one who 
thought nothing to be good except that which is ho- 
nenL^aiid avows, that whatever is contrary to honesty, 
aQ|nppears to us under the notion of profit, can nei- 
tln^if we have it, make life ever the better, nor if 
we have it not, ever the worse ; — he should not, me- 
thinks, have brought in such a deliberation, wherein 
that which seems profitable comes into competition 
with that which is. honest: for that which the Stoics 
call their sovereign good, (to live in conformity wit|^ 
the dictates of nature,) means, I suppose, 
than this ; that we should always live 
rules of virtue; and should use other^'thtu|Pv^ijj^ . 
itre suited and adapted to our natural inclih'a^llli^lto^^ 
farjher than virtue permits and allows fhedTiii^^ 

being so, there are several of opinion. this 
Sral head, wherein profit and h^a^sty ^ com- 
pared with one another, was improperly brought in, 
and t(iat there ought not.to have been given any rules 
or ;4l^ectjon8 on this subject, ^ow your perfect ho-> 
n^sty, 'ikhicb is truly and properly called by that 
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name, is only to be found in your perfectly wise men, 
and can never be possibly separated from virtue ; but 
those men, who have not this perfect wisdom, must by 
no ^Ieans pretend to such a perfect honesty, though 
they may have some shadows and resemblances of it ; 
for all those duties, of which we are treating in these 
books, have the name of middle ones given them by 
the Stoics, which are common indifferently to all men 
ill general, and are not confined to any particular 
number of them. But several get them, either by the 
peculiar happiness of their natures, or by a constant 
progress in study and learnina^whereas those others, 
which they call right ones, arim||fect and consummate, 
or (as they themselves express it) have all their num- 
bers, which none can attain to but the perfectly wise. 
It is true that the vulgar, as soon as they see any action 
of sucli a nature', as indeed is no more than a n^y^le 
kind of duty, are immediately thinking it a (fl|bct 
and complete one; for the common sort of pdQlie 
cannot tell what is perfect, and by consequence do not 
know bow much any virtue or excellence comes short 
of it : but finding it answer the highest of their con- 
ceptions, they imagine It wants nothing of being as 
perfect as can be: just as it happens in judging of 
poems or pieces of painting, and such like ; those who 
are not judges are generally pleased with and praise 
those things which by no means deserve praise or 
commendation ; because, 1 suppose, there may be 
something that is good in them, which serves irell 
enough to take with those that are ignorant, <tn||||||bo 
have not so much skill as to be able to discovernRir 
several imperfections ; and, therefore, when they are 
instructed by those w||o understand it better, they are 
bronght without difficulty to forsake their opinions. 
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The greatest men not perfectly wise—Profit onght not to be 
compared with the middle, any more than with the perfect 
honesty. 

IV. Those duties, therefore, which make up, the 
subject of this inquiry, by the Stoics are counted a 
kind of second-rate honesty, which is not confined to 
their wise men only, but is common and open to all 
mankind ; and thejfefore all those who have any kind 
of sense of inclination for virtue are very sensibly 
touched and affected with it : for you are not to ima- 
gine, when we call the two Decii or Scipios magna- 
nimous, and give F^bri^s and Aristides the appella- 
tion of Just, that we s^^em for patterns of such jus- 
tice and magnanimity, as we suppose to be in those 
who are perfectly wise : for they were none of them 
wise in that exalted sense, which we would here be 
un^^stood to mean by that word. Nay, those who 
wawlcounted and surnamed the Wise, such as Cato, 
foi%stance,^and Lselius, and particularly the famous 
seven, yet in truth and reality were not such ; but by 
frequently practising that middle sort of duties, bad 
got' a sort of show and resemblance of trne.iwisdoni^ 
As no profit therefore ought ever to be put in op|[ii9^- 
tion to that which is truly and perfectly virtuous ;im 
honest ; so neither should any interest, or contmenCe 
of life, be set up against that which is ordioti^Qy called 
so, and which is followed by those who dtfSire to be 
counted men of honesty and integrity i and wr elldli^" 
be j|ts careful to live up to that honesty, wherelp^i^ 
arijglipable, as the perfectly wise are of kee|dli^lQ^>« 
to mat which is truly such, and may^tn stricAllej# olf 
speech be called%y that name : for wbatevei|kw|ii^ 
ments we have made in virtue, |hey 
us in any mighty stead, if we be not ef 



OFFICES. — BOOK III. 


167 


holding constantly to our duty. What has hitherto 
been said can be applied to thoset only who make 
goodness consist in living according to their duty: 
but those men, who measure the goodness of things by 
some profit or advantage which they bring along with 
them, and who let these prevail with them above vir- 
tue and honesty, frequently in deliberating use to 
put that, which they take to be profitable, into the 
balance against justice and hone^ ; but good and 
wise men never offer to do it. I ani therefore of opi- 
nion, when Panmtiiis tells us that men use to delibe- 
rate, in considering which ^ihnse two they should 
choose, that he m4an|,no n^Hthan what his words 
strictly signify, viz. that they use to do this, and not 
that really they ought to do it: for it is infinitely 
scandalous, not only to prefer a pretended advantage 
before duty and conscience ; but so much as to b^jng 
them to the contest and competition, and to 
whether the one of them should be chosen before^fhe 
other. If this be so, you will be ready to ask me, 
* }low then comes there to be any doubt at all 7 And 
what is ^ that requires consideration on this subject?' 
1 suppose it is this; that it sometimes happens men are 
not so very certain whether the action deliberated on 
be honest or not honest; for that which is usually 
counted a piece of villany, is frequently changed by 
the times or circumstances, and is found to be the con- 
trary. To lay down one instance, which may serve to 
give some light to a great many others ; pray, what 
greater wickedness can there be on earth, if we amffi 
in general, than for any one to murder, not only a 
man, but a familiar friend? And dHall we therefore 
affirm that »he. is chargeable with a crime, wbo has 
Bordered a tyrunt, though be were bis familiar ? The 
people of Rome, I am sure, will not aAy so, by whom 
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this is counted amongst the greatest and most, glorious 
actions in the v^ld.r- You will say then, doe# not 
interest here carrj^ it against honesty ? No, but rather 
honesty voluntarily follows interest. If therefore we 
would, on all emergences, be sure to determine our- 
selves aright, when that which we call our advantage 
or interest seems to be repugnant to that which is 
honest, we must lay down some general rule or theap* 
sure, which, if make use of in judging about 

things, we shall be mistaken as to points of duty. 
Now this measure T would have to be conformable to 
the doctrines and prindples of tjbe Stoics, which 1 
principally follow thrcil^ 9 iit . tj||^^ork : for though 1 
confess that the ancient Atiildeh^cs and yon^ Peripa- 
tetics, which were formerly the same, ma]^ honesty 
far preferable to that which seems one’s i^\est ; yet 
those who assert that whatever is honest must be also 
pro^table, and nothing is profitable but wbat is honest, 
talk much more bravely and heroically on this sub- 
ject, than those who allow that there are some things 
honest which "are not profitable, and some things pn^ 
iitable which are not honest : and we have ]pry gr^t 
liberty given us by our academy, so as never to be 
tied up to certain tenets, but are left free to defend 
what we think most probable. 

' The ill effects of men injuring others for their own advapps^. 
y. But to return to our general rule or mea§|p^ 
there is nothing on earth then so contrary to lUShlV'e, 
.nl^|her death, nor poverty, nor pain, nor wbatevier 
other evil can befall a man, either in his body or for- 
tune, as to take'^away any thing wrongfully from ano- 
ther, and do oneself a kindness by injuring one’s neigh- 
bor : for, in the first place, it mins all manner of s#^ 
intercourse amongst men ; since it is plain; 
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tbat men arrive at sucji a mss as to plunddr 

aod the rest of their neijjjhjbo^l^ut of hopes to 

prodiitf^Pme advantage to theitfselv^si there must fol- 
low of course a dissolution o^4hat S 9 oiety which of all 
things in the world is most agreeable to nature. Should 
we suppose, for example, that the bodily members had 
every one of them got an opinion, tliat to draw to itself 
vigor of its neighbors woul^ very much serve 
to increase its own ; it is certain )|li'|%hole body must 
decay and perish : and just so, should every one 
amongst us deprive other pcoplc’’oir their profits and 
advantages, and ta^e away alUie could get from them, 
with desi^ of ap(ii%i|i^|f^ly 1b his own use, the ge- 
neral sQ|pkity and o^ mankind must of ne- 

cessity bj|i]^ken : f&it l^bough it is no more than what 
Nature iil^allow of, t!lat each man should look after 
himself in the first' place, and furnish himself with the 
necessaries of life, befpre he takes care to provide for 
other people ,* yet the same Nature will by no means 
permit that any one should Vise by his thrusting down 
ajgotber, and increase his own fortune hf the spoils of 
his neigUors: and not only Nature, that is'the uni- 
versal 1^ or consent of nations, hut particular laws, 
by which several countries and commonwealths are go- 
verned, have commanded likewise, that no one be suf- 
fered to do an injury to another for the sake of pro- 
curing any advantage to himself: for the very design 
and end^of laws is to keep up agreement and union 
amongst citizens ; which whoever destroys, is by them 
punished, not with the loss of his goods alone, but mth 
prisons, banishment, or even death itaelf. But namre 
and right reason, as being at once bdth a human and 
divine law too, command this duty with much greater 
authority ; and whoever obeys them, (as all men moat; 

' .who propose to live according to the rules, of nature^) 
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be what is &Af|llNr’s, or 

ajt^ing to htsfll^M^^^had first beei||||fl|||||l«Bly 
taken from certainly grMIKtm and 

elevation of sott]fi|^atHr th virtues of courtesy, jus- 
tice, and libera^l^ are mucj) more agreeable to nature 
and right reas^ni than pleasure, than riches, than eveOi 
life itself; to despise all which, and regard tIii|oi 
nothing, when t hejr come to be compared with the 
lie interest, is tl^kty of a brave and exalted spirit : 
whereas, to rollWn^er for one^s own advantage, is 
(as has been sho^;^) more contrary to nature than 
death, than pain, or any whatever of that 

kind. Again, those meh ]j|j||gp||PPftroore ^cording to 
nature, who suffer perpeWm^imbles aMfl^bors for 
the good and preservation, possibjSj^p^ll men, 

(like Hercules of old, whom men, as sSwIteful re- 
quital for his benefits, report to be placeo^hnong the 
number of the gods,) than tbosePwho consume all their 
lives in retirement, where they are not only free from 
disturbances and vexatlolis, but are furnished with all 
the pleaiQQr^ and conveniences of life ; and h^e, 
moreover, the advantages of strength 
superadded to them : and accordingly wenina it 
so in effect, that all the most ^eat and extraordiniiiy 
genluiies have preferred all the troubles and difHci||||,es 
of the former before the quiet and ease of tbitffww 
way of living. From all which laid toget h1P k.4t nfi- 
answerably follows, that whoever lives ^ 

the dictates of nature can never be guilty jp|^ariiig 
«nQ|ther. In fine, he that injures another ' to do bim- 
ael^ a kindness^ oitber thinks be does nothing that is 
.^Btrary to nattlre, or that the doing an injury is a 
lew degree of eeil than death, or poverty, or pain, or 
loss of ekildven, friends, or relations. If 4e thiq||pB 
that to wrongiog and abusing others be doth sot ^ 
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any that is contrar; 

longer with 
fronPMn the distinguif 
teri^ic, as it were, of his na* 
it is indeed an evil ; only thinks 



it is in vain td 
ho takes away 
very charac- 
if he allows that 
me others, such 


i poverty, pain, or death, may he worse, he is grossly 
pistsken, in being of opinion that the ills which touch 
^tiiing but the body or fortune ^^be greater than 
those which affect the soul. ? 

The interest of individuals inseparable from that of the whole 
community— The wronging another for our own 

ad vantag^xtendSrWH|nHl|^ 

VI. M^ihould aj^Upts therefore propose the same 
end, andUmfy one rminc his own interest, in particu- 
lar, to same with that of the community in ge- 

neral : wnmh, if each one endeavor to draw solely to 
himself, all union and agreement amongst men will be 
dissolved. And if Nature pnjoin us, that every man 
should desire and procure the advanta||p of another, 
whoever he be, though for no other reason than be- 
cB||8e be||p a man, it necessarily follows that all men 
are joined by the self-same nature in one com'm'lkp in- 
terest ; which, if ft be true, then all men are ili^ct 
to, and live equally under, the same law of naturO ; 
and if this be true, too, then certainly they are forbid, 
by that same law of nature, any ways to injure or 
wrong one another ; but the first of these is undoubt- 
edly certain, therefore the last must needs be so like- 
wise : for as to what is usually said by some meti, 
that they would not take any thing aw^y from a fa|ii^$ 
or brother for their own advantage, but that there 
not the same reason for their ordiiiary citizens; it lb 
fiplish and absurd : for they thrust tl^emsetyek 
ffbm partaking of any privileges, and frpib jolnhig in 
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common with thq^st.pf their citizens, for public 
good; an opinh^Hb^i strikjes at the verjr'ypjil. and 
foundation of all civil Sooielies. Others who 

are ready to confess that they ought to bear spch a 
regard to fellow<<chizcns, but by no means allow of it 
in relation to strangers : now these men destroy that 
universal society of all mankind, which, if once taken 
away, kindness, ^liberality, justice, and humanity must 
utterly perish ; ^£6h excellent virtues whoever makes 
void, is chargeabte with impiety towards the immortal 
gods ; for he breaks that society which they have esta- 
blished and settled amongst^ the closest cement 
or bond of which is the bel^^b^^nion, for men 
to injure and wrong one atiofiief^for their private inte- 
rests, is an evil that nature is^^nlbch mor&^erse from 
than all those which happen either to tho'jhotfy or for- 
tune ; nay, and I might add to the mind also, provided 
only they be not coutrary to justice, queen of all the 
rest. But what (perhaps some men will be apt to 
say) — ^if a man be ready to perish for hunger, must 

not he take away victuals from another, though a per- 
fectly useless and insignificant fellow? at,jil{ 

for life itself is not so dear to me, as a settled res^np^A 
of doing no wrong for my private advantage^i^ut 
suppose this good man, almost dead with cold, 
have it in his power to take Phalaris’s clothes -aiVay, 
one of the most savage and inhuman tyrant, would 
not you have him to do it ? There is no great difficulty 
ill determining such cases ; for it is certain, if you take 
away any thing from another^ though never so useless 
and iirsignificaoi a creature, for no other end but to 
benefit yourself by it, it is an inhuman action, and 
plainly contrary to the laws of nature : but if you are 
one, w^o by living will do very great service to the 
republiCj file perhaps to the society of mankind in ge* 
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neral, and for that only reasqn something from 
another, it is an action tjiat be found much 

fault with : but in all other cases, every man is bound 
to boar his own misfortunes rather than to get quit of 
them by v^onging his neighbor. You will say then, is 
it not more contrary to nature to covet or seize what 
belongs to another, than to be in sickness, or want, or 
any such evil? Yes; but withal it^s as contrary to 
nature to abandon all care of the phl$c interest; for it 
is a piece oi‘ injustice ; whence it follows, that an ho- 
nest, prudent, and valiant person, whose death w^oulci 
bring a great disq^vfutf^e to the public, may take 
from an idle and useleifs citizen such things as are 
necessary for the maiQienance of life, without any of- 
fence against the laws of nature, which aim at the pre- 
servation and interest of the public ; provided that he 
do not make the love of himself, and conceit of his 
own more than ordinary merits, an occasion of injuring 
and oppressing others: for be will perform but the 
duties which justice requires of him, h||^thuB taking 
care to be serviceable to the public, and uplioldiug 
that (wh^ I am often forced to mention) universal 
society between all mankind. As for the question 
proposed about Phalaris, it is easily answered ; for 
tyrants are not members of human society, but rather 
its greatest and most pestilent enemies ; nor is it un- 
natural, if it lie in one’s power to rob that man, whom 
it is even a virtue and a glory to murder. And it 
were heartily to be wdshed, that this whole destructive 
and impious race were utterly banished and excluded 
from amongst men. Just as we cut off those members 
of the body which have got no longer either blood or 
spirits in them, and serve but to infect and corrupt the 
rest ; so should those monsters, which, under the shape 
and outside of men, conceal all the savageness and 
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cruelty of beast^r^e cut off, ns it were, and separated 
from the body ana society of mankind. Of much the 
same nature are all those questions, in which the know- 
lege and understanding of our duty depends op the 
knowlege of times and circumstances. 

Honesty alone, or at least chiefly, is desirable. 

VII. I believe then Panaetius would have discoursed 
on such things as these, but that some accident, or 
perhaps other business, put a stop to his designs. 
However, there are precepts enough laid down in his 
former books to resolve all scru^es and doqjits con- 
cerning them ; from which we may learn what that is 
which is wicked, and therefore to be avoided ; and« 
what that, which therefore is not to be avoided, be- 
cause not at such times, and in such cases wicked. 
But since 1 am going, as it were, to crown a work, 
which was left imperfect by the author of it, though 
%vanting but little of being brought to perfection, 1 
shall follo\^4ke method of the geometricians : and as 
they do not use to demonstrate every thii||^, but de- 
mand to have some things allowed them beforehand, 
by the help of which they more easily explain and de- 
monstrate their designs ; sol demand of you, son Mar- 
cus, if you can, to grant me this following postulatum ; 
that nothing is desirable for itself alone, but that which 
is honest: or, however, if Cratippus will not permit 
you to do that, yet at least, I am sure, you must grant 
me this which follows ; that honesty is desirable for 
its own sake, above all things in the world : .elthiBr of 
the two is sufficient for my purpose, and the onp is 
probable as well as the other, and nothing else besides 
thein is so on this subject. And here, ip the flrst 
place^ we must do right to Panietius, who does not 
say/ as indeed he ought not, that that which is pro* 
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fitablc could ever be contrary to that which is honest, 
but only that which has the appear^fice of such : and 
he often avows, that nothintj is profitable but that 
which is honest, and that whatever is honest is at the 
same tim^ profitable ; and declares their opinion, who 
first made a difference between those two, to be the 
greatest evil tlnat ever yet spread itself abroad amongst 
men. Therefore, when he speaks of a contrariety be- 
tween them, he means an apparent, and not a real one ; 
which he therefore laid down for one of the heads ol 
his discourse : not as though it were lawful for men 
ever to give profit the preference before honesty ; hut 
only that they might be able to determine themselves 
aright, if these two at any time should seem to inter- 
fere and be inconsistent with one another. This part, 
therefore, which he has omitted, I shall now supply ; 
not with any borrowed assistance from others, but 
purely, (as we say,) by my own strength : for I never 
bad any thing come to my hands on this subject that 
I could any ways approve of, since the time of Pa- 
nsetius. 

Whatever is profitable must also be honest, and whatever is 
honest must alpo bo profitable— The contrary opinion the 
great source of all wickedness. 

VIII. Whenever therefore any thing comes in our 
view, which carries the appearance of profit along with 
it, we cannot but immediately be. somewhat affected 
with it ; but if, on taking a nearer view, we find there 
is any thing base and dishonest, in that which appeared 
to be profitable at first, it is our duty to reject it ; 
which is not to deprive us of what is really profitable, 
but only to let us understand that nothing dishonest 
can possibly be such. Now if nothing be so contrary 
to nature as baseness, and nothing so agreeable to na- 
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tiire as true profit, (whichjs certainly so ; for she 
always desires what is righrand becoming, and con- 
sistent with itself, and abhors the contrary,) then it ne- 
cessarily follows, that whatever is profitable can never 
have any baseness or dishonesty annexed to it. Again, 
if we were born for virtue or honesty, and this be the 
only desirable good, as Zeno would have it, or at least 
so much more so than every thing else, as to outweigh 
all tliat can be put in the scale against it, which was 
Aristotle’s opinion ; it must certainly follow, that ho- 
nesty is the only, or however the greatest good : now 
whatever is good must certainly be profitable ; wlience 
it follows, that whatever is honest must also c|p‘tainly 
be profitable. It is a villaiious error of some bad 
men, therefore, when anything strikes them with an 
appearance of profit, to seize it immediately and enjoy 
it as such, without ever considering its relation to ho- 
nesty : hence come assassinations, poisonings, and 
making of false wills ; hence^ stealing, embezzling the 
public monieSjDlundering and oppressing both citizens 
and confederalKs ; hence the insufierable power and 
insolence which some men exercise, who are grown 
too great for the rest of their citizens : in fine^ hence 
ambition, and the desire of rule, havtflproduced^eir 
most cursed and deplorable etfects, even in free^ cbm- 
inonwealths ; than which nothing can be ^bought of 
more odious and detestable: for men look on the 
fancied advantages of things through a false perspec- 
tive ; but as for the punishment appendant to them, (I 
do not mea^jnOf the laws which they frequently break 
through ; ,J)ut of baseness and dishonesty, which is 
much tiie '%)re grievous,) that, I say, they never so 
much think on at all. Such people therefore are 
impious and l^ominable, and deserve to be excluded 
from all society^ who deliberate with themselves, and 
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make it matter of doubt whether they should choose 
what they see to be hotlfest, or wilfully comiiiit what 
they know to be villany : for the very making a ques- 
tion of sucli a thing is criminal, though one should not 
proceed so far as to execution. Those things there- 
fore ought not to be deliberated at all on, where the very 
deliberation is scandalous and dishonest: and when- 
ever we do deliberate on any kind of subject, we 
should never do any thing out of hope and expecta- 
lioiis that our actions will be concealed ; for we ought 
to take this as a constant maxim, if we pretend to have 
made any progress in philosophy ; that though we 
could hide from the eyes of all men, and even of the 
gods themselves, whatever we golibout ; yet we should 
be careful to abstain from the vices of covetousness 
and injustice, of lasciviousness and incontinency. 

The story of Gyges, from Plato— No good man can ho seduced 
into the commission of an immoral act, though secure from 
the fear of detection. 

IX. To tiiis purpose Plato brings in t|Kit remarkable 
story of Gyges. A gaping in the earth being made by 
reason of some violent showers, as the story tells us, 
Gyges went djfvvn into the hollow of it, and found 
there lying a brazen horse, with a door in bis side. 
This he opened ; and looking in, discovered a dead marrs 
body, of an unusual bulk, with a ring of gold on one of 
his 6ugers. This he pulls off, and puts on his own 
finger ; and then coming up, goes and joins himself to 
the rest of the shepherds ; for he was shepherd to the 
king at that time. Here he observed, that on turning 
the stone towards the palm of his hand, he became in- 
visible to every body else, though others did not be- 
come so to him ; and that on tui^ing it to its proper 
place, be immediately became visible again, as before: 
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making use therefore of thtf lucky opportunity, he 
found out a way to seduce queen, and by her as- 
sistance to murder the king, his lord and master, and 
to make away those who might prove any hinderance 
or stop to his designs ; nor could any one possibl]^ see 
or discover him in any of these villanies ; so that he 
quickly, by the help of this ring, from a simple shep- 
herd became king of Lydia. Now had a truly wise 
man had the keeping of this ring, he would not have 
thought himself ever the more privileged to be guilty 
of any action that is wicked or detestable ; for good 
men desire to be virtuous and honest, and not to be 
secret, that so they may sin without dai)ger|^ And 
here some philosopft \s. men of more honesty than 
acuteness or subtilty, cry out (hat this story of Plato 
is a mere fiction ; as though he had said either that it 
really was, or indeed could be done. No ; the mean- 
ing and design of this example of Gyges and the ring, 
is this : — Suppose you could do any dishonest action, 
for the gratifying a lustful, covetous, or ambitious de- 
sire, so as thatj^io one living could either know or sus- 
pect it, but both gods and men must be kept perfectly 
in ignorance ; whether in such case would you do it or 
no Ay, but, say they, tbia is an i4|)ossible case ; 
though it is not so impossible neither ; but that which 
I ask theijp is, what tliey would do, supposing that pos- 
sible whieh they deny now to be so. The manner of 
their arguing is somewhat odd and illiterate ; for they 
still deny the possibility of it, and that they will 
stand to ; not, it seems, uiiderstanding what the force 
and true import of this supposition is : for wlien we 
put the question to them, whether they would do such 
an action or not, supposing they could conceal it, we 
do not ask ibem, whether they can conceal it or not, 
but put them, as it were, to the rack or inquisition i 
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that so, if they say they gratify such desires on 

assurance of impunity, v^P^may know them to be vil- 
lains by their own confession ; but if they deny it, 
they may be forced to grant that every base and dis- 
honest action is barely as such to be shunned and de- 
tested. But to return to our purpose, from which we 
have digressed. 

Mon may do what is for their own advantage, provided they 
inflict no injury on another — The obligalions of justice 
should never be sacrificed to the solicitations of a friend. 

X. There frequently happen a great many cases 
which ^stiirb men’s minds, ain^int them into sus- 
pense, by tlie show of some profi^vhich they seem to 
Piontain in them ; not when men deliberate, whether 
they should leave and abandon their honesty for the 
sake of any proflt, be it never so great ; for that is a 
piece of • ivickedness, as was before observed; but, 
whether that action which appears to be profitable, may 
not safely be done without transgressing against ho- 
nesty. It might not seem honest in Bi|itu8, for ex- 
ample, to depose Collatiiius his brother consul from 
his office, whose wisdom and conduct he himself had 
made use of ii||expelling the kings: but since the 
chief men in the government had so ordered, that the 
kindred of Superbus, and very name of the Tarquins, 
should be banished the city, and no marks or footsteps 
be suffered to remain of monarchical government ; it 
was not only profitable thus to consult for the safety 
of his country, but so honest too, as that Collatinus 
himself ought joyfully to have acquiesced in it. That 
which was profitable therefore prevailed, because it 
was honest withal ; which, had it not been, it could 
never have been profitable. I cannot say the same in 
relation to that king, by whom this city was first 
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founded ; for a bare show of profit got the better over 
bim, when he imbrued hi8%inds in the blood of his 
own brother, because it seemed more profitable to 
reign by himself than in conjunction with another : he 
broke all the ties both of brotherly afiection and com- 
mon humanity, for the obtaining of an end which ap- 
peared to be profitable, and yet really was not so. 
He pretended, however, for a show of honesty, that it 
was done to revenge an afiront of his brother, who 
leaped with contempt over his new-raised wall ; a fri- 
volous excuse, and, if true, not sufiicient to serve his 
turn : by his favor, therefore, whether Quirinus or 
Romulus, I cannot ^t think he did a very ill9^act^on. 
Not that men are Imutid to be careless of their own 
interests, or to pah with that to others which them* 
■elves stand in need of ; but every one. may do what 
he thinks for his own advantage, provided it be no 
injury or prejudice to another person. Chfysippus, 
amongst a great many very good sayings, has this one 
in particular : * He that is running a race ought to 
strive and eiMeavor,’ says he, * as much as he is able, 
to get before his antagonist; but must not trip his 
heels up, or thrust him aside with bis hands: so 'in. 
life it is allowable that every one sll|uld get wl)dt is 
useful and convenient for his comfortable subsistshce* 
but it is not so to take it away from other people.’ 
But it is nowhere more difficult to keep to one’s duty^ 
than in the affair of friendship ; for as not to do every 
thing that one handsomely can for the sake of a friend, 
so to do any thing that is base or dishonest, are both 
of them equally contrary to one’s duty. Bur there is 
one very short and yet easy rule, which may serve ^to 
direct in all cases of this nature ; and it is this ; 
never*m )[)refer that which only seems profitable, such 
luir honors, riches, pleasure, and the like, before a 
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kindness to a friend ; but never to do any thing for the 
sake ot a friend that is injury to the public, or a 
breach of one’s oath, or other solemn engagement: 
for whoever docs this, it is impossible he should ever 
be a l^ood man. Should such a one therefore be judg« 
in his friend’s case, he would not by any means be 
biassed in his favor, but would wholly lay aside the 
person of a friend as soon as he took on him that of a 
judge. Perhaps, he might do so much for friendship’s 
sake, as to wish that his friend may have the juster 
cause ; and allow him as long time to speak for him- 
self as the laws will permit of: hut when he is to give 
in his sentence on oath, he will then remember that 
he calls God to witness, that is,'l conceive, his own 
Isoul and conscience, the divines! thing that God has 
granted to man. It is a good custom therefore we 
have received from our ancestors, if we did but ob- 
serve it,^f desiring the judge to be as favorable to us 
as his oath will permit him : the meaning of which 
request is no more than this ; that he would do so 
much for us, as 1 just now said might very honestly 
be done by a judge for his friend : for if men were 
obliged to do every thing presently that their friends 
should desire o^hem, such agreements as these ought 
to be counted not friendships, but dangerous conspira- 
cies. 1 speak here only of the ordinary sort of friend- 
ships ; for in those which are found between perfectly 
wise men, there can be no danger of any such thing. 
Damon and Pythias, two of Pythagoras^ followers, 
were so closely united to one another in their affec- 
tions, thut when Dionysius, the Sicilian tyrant, had 
appointed a time wherein one of them should die, and 
the party condemned bad begged a few days’ respite, 
wherein he might provide for his children and family, 
^ad recommend them to somebody who would takq 
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care of them after his death ; the other delivered him- 
self up in his stead, voluntarily to die in the room 
of his friend, if he did not accordingly make his ap- 
pearance. The prisoner came back at the day ap- 
pointed, in order to his execution ; which the t’yrant 
perceiving, was so greatly amazed at their extraordi- 
nary faithfulness, as to desire he might be admitted a 
third man in their friendship. In friendship there- 
fore, when that which seems profitable comes into 
competition with that which is honest, the latter should 
always be preferred before the former ; but faith and 
religion should be preferred before friendship, when- 
ever it deinjinds any thing that is not reconcilable 
with virtue and honesty : which one rule, if but care- 
fully attended to, is sufficient for the purpose we are*^ 
now discussing ; which is to discover on every occa- 
sion what are those duties which friendship requires 
of us. * 

In the management of public affairs the appearance of profit 
makes men relinquish honesty — Examples of the contrary 
recommended. 

XI. The appearance of profit is also an occasion in 
public affairs of making false steps, and doing several 
things that are contrary to duty : thus our fathers, for 
instance, did ill in destroying and rasing of Corinth ; 
the Athenians yet worse in making an order, that the 
people of ^/Egina should all have their thumbs cut off, 
because they were powerful at sea. This, no question, 
was thought^'^proiitable decree ; for i^gina seemed to 
threaten their port Pirteum, by reason of its nearness : 
but nothing can be truly profitable that is cruel ; for 
the natiire of man, which we ought to follow as the 
guide of odt* actions, of all things in the world is most 
opposite4o cruelty. Those do ill likewise, who banish 
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all straTiorers, and forbid them the city ; as Pennus did 
in the preceding age, and Papins but lately : for though 
it is but fair, that he who is no citizen should not have 
the privileges of those wh > are, (which was made into 
a law by two very wise consuls, viz. Crassus and Scaj- 
vola,) yet wliolly to exclude them from having any 
tiling to do there, is plainly against the dictates and 
laws of humanity : and as these things are bad in the 
government of a state, so nothing is more splendid and 
glorious, oil the otlier hand, than for that, wliich appears 
to be the interest of the public, to be rejected in com- 
parison with justice and honesty. Our ovvn common- 
wealth can abundantly supply us with examples of this 
nature, as on other occasions, so more especially in the 
second Punic war; whon,#fter the loss of that fatal 
day at Canna?, it sliowcd more courage and bravery of 
resolution, than ever it had done after the greatest suc- 
cesses. There was not any sign of faint-heartedness 
seen, nor ever any mention of peace once heard of: so 
great is the glory and brightness of honesty, as that it 
utterly overwhelms the appearance of interest. The 
Athenians, knowing they should never be able to resist 
the Persians, resolved by consent to abandon their city, 
and carrying their wives and their children to Troezene, 
to defend by sea the liberties of Greece ; and when one 
Cyrsilus tried to persuade them not to leave their city, 
but receive Xerxes into it, they took him and stoned 
him ; not but that the man would have drawn them to 
a thing which was seemingly profitable, but that seem- 
ing profit was really none at all, being contrary to 
honesty. Themistocles, after that notable victory in 
the Persian war, told all the people in a general as- 
sembly, that he had thought on a thing which might 
prove of great use and advantage to the public, but 
which it was not convenient that every body should 
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know of: he therefore desired they would appoint him 
some person to whom he might safely communicate it 
in secret : Aristides was immediately appointed ac- 
cordingly, Themistocles told him it would be no^hard 
matter to fire in private the Spartan fleets which was 
laid up at Gytheum, whereby the whole power of that 
republic must necessarily be ruined. Aristides, as soon 
as he knew the business, went back into the assembly, 
which was big with expectation of what he had to say, 
and let them all know, that Themistocles' counsel in- 
deed was advantageous, but by no means honest or 
creditable for the city: the Athenians, therefore, think- 
ing what was dishonest not to be truly profitable, re- 
jected immediately the whole proposal, without having 
heard so much as what it #is, on nothing else but this 
report of Aristides. How much better and more ho- 
nestly did they do than we, w'ho can suffer even pirates 
to live free from molestation, and yet demand tribute 
of our confederates and allies ! 

A case put, whether that which seems to be profitable be ho- 
nest or no — The arguments on either side of two philoso- 
phers diflering in opinion. 

XII. Let us lay down this therefore as a standing 
maxim, that whatever is dishonest can never be profit- 
able ; no, not though we should arrive at the full pos- 
session of all those advantages which tve proposed to 
obtain by it. Nay, this very persuasion, that a thing 
may profitable, though it is base and dishonest, is 
one of the greatest misfortunes and calamities that 
coiiM e^ver have happened to the life of man. But there 
often j^l out, as was before observed, some peculiar 
cases, wherein that which is honest has a seeming re- 
pugnance with that which is profitable ; so that it re- 
quires some farther consideration to know whether this 
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repugnance be certain and real, or whether they may 
not be brought to a fair agreement. To this head be- 
long such examples as these : suppose we, for instance, 
an honest merchant, when corn was scarce and ex- 
tremely dear at Rhodes, to bring a large quantity 
thither from Alexandria ; and withal to know, that a 
great many ships, well laden with corn were on their 
way thither from the same city ; should he tell this 
now to the people of Rhodes, or say nothing of it, but 
sell his own corn at the best rate he could? Wc sup- 
pose him a virtuous and honest man, and do not here 
discourse of the deliberation of one, that would hold 
his peace if he thought it were dishonest ; but of one 
that doubts whether it be dishonest or not. In such 
sort of cases Diogenes the Babylonian, a man of great 
credit and note among the Stoics, is of one opinion ; 
and Antipater his scholar, an extraordinary smart and 
ingenious man, of just the contrary. Antipater would 
have every thing be plainly told, that so the buyer 
might be ignorant of nothing in what he buys, that the 
seller himself knows of : Diogenes thinks it enough in 
the seller to tell the faults of his goods as far as the 
laws require it ; and as for the rest, though, to use no 
cozening, yet since he is come with design to sell them, 
to get as much money for them as he can. * Here,' 
may the merchant say, ‘ I have brought my corn ; I 
have exposed it to sale ; and sell it no dearer than 
other people do, (nay, perhaps he will say cheaper, 
there being now a greater quantity than there was 
before,) and, pray, where is now the wrong I have done 
to any body?' Antipater argues on a different princi- 
ple : ‘ What say you V quoth he : * are not you obliged 
to do good to mankind, and be serviceable to the so- 
ciety of all men in general ? Were not you born under 
such an obligation ? And bad not you such principles 



ingrafted into you by Nature, which it is always your 
duty to follow and obey, that your single interest should 
be the same with that of all men ; and again, that of all 
men should be the same with yours? And will you, 
notwithstanding this, conceal from the people’ what 
plenty there is coming, the knowlege of which might 
be of so great use and advantage to them V Diogenes 
perhaps will reply to him thus: ‘ It is one thing to 
conceal, and another not to tell; nor can I be said to 
conceal from you now, though I do not tell you, what 
the nature and essence of the gods is, and what the 
happiness or chief good of men ; things which it would 
do one much more kindness to know, than that corn 
will be cheaper, because great quantities are like to be 
here shortly. Hut if any thing be profitable for you 
to hear, it is none of my duty to come and tell it you 
immediately.’ — ‘ Nay, but you will find that it is your 
duty,’ may the other reply, ‘ if you will please but to 
remember that there is such a kind of thing as a mu- 
tual relation and society amongst all men.’ — ‘ Well, I 
do remember it,’ may the other reply again ; ‘ but, I 
pray you, is that society of such a nature, as that 
no man who lives in it must have any thing that is 
his own ? If this be so, then there is no more selling, 
but we roust even give every thing away that we 
have.’ 

Another case put, whether he that sells a bad house be 
obliged to tell the purchaser it is so--The opinion of Cicero 
on these questions. 

XIII. You plainly perceive, that it is never once 
said in all this dispute, though such a thing is not 
honest, yet I will do it because it is profitable, but the 
one side d^ends the expediency of it no farther than 
it is honedt, and the other denies that it ought to be 



OFFICES. — BOOK III. 


177 


done because it is not honest. Again, suppose an ho- 
nest man were to sell a house because of some defects 
which he himself knows, thougli others do not : sup- 
pose it to be unhealthful, for example, but esteemed 
quit(*the contrary ; serpents to annoy all the chambers 
of it, but nobody to know this ; made of bad materials, 
and ready to fall, but no one to discern this, except the 
owner only: 1 demand, if he sells this for more than 
he expected, and do not tell the buyer of these several 
faults, whether he do notact like a knave and a villain. 
* Yes, undoubtedly,* answers Antipater; ‘ for what is 
this better, than not to set a man right when he is out 
of his way, (which at Athens was punished with public 
execrations) thus to sufler the buyer, as it were, to fall 
headlong, and run, through a mistake, into very great 
mischiefs? Nay, it is something worse yet, than not to 
show a man his way ; for it is wilfully and designedly 
to draw him into mischief. Diogenes, on the contrary, 
vindicates the seller: ‘Pray did he force you,* says he, 
‘ to buy his house, when he did not so much as advise 
you to it? He set a thing to sale which he did not 
like, and here ]you have bought a thing which you did 
like : for if those men who make it be published to the 
world, here is a very good house, and very well built, 
to be sold, are not counted deceivers, though the house 
be not good, nor at all well built; how much less should 
those be counted so, who do not commend their house 
at all ! for wherever the buyer has the free use of his 
judgment, what fraud can there be on the se]ler*s part ? 
And if a man is not bound to make good all he said, 
would you have him make good what he did not say ? 
Besides, what, 1 beseech you, could be more odd and 
foolish than for the seller to tell the faults of his own 
wares ; or what more ridiculous, than for the crier to 
proclaim, by the proprietor*8 order, an infectious and 
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pestilential house to be sold V And thus you see there 
are some doubtful cases, in which on the one hand men 
argue for honesty, and on the other are advocates for 
profit, so far as to show, that it is not only honest to 
do that which is profitable, but even dishonest to neglect 
and omit it: and this is that seeming opposition we 
spoke of) which often falls out between profit and ho- 
nesty. But let us now proceed to determine these 
cases ; for we did not propose them for mere question's 
sake, but that we might give them a fair decision. I 
am then of opinion, that the corn-merchant ouglit not 
to have concealed from the Rhodians, nor this seller of 
his house from the purchasers of it, the several things 
that arc mentioned in their cases. It is true, not to 
tell a thing, is not, properly to conceal it ; but not to 
fell that which people are concerned to know, merely 
for the sake of some advantage to yourself, I think is : 
and there is nobody but knows what kind of concealing 
this is, and who they arc that make a custom of it ; 1 
am sure not your plain, sincere, ingenuous, honest, 
and good sort of people ; but rather your shifting, sly, 
cunning, deceitful, roguish, crafty, foxish, juggling 
kind of fellows. And must it not necessarily be un- 
profitable for any man to lie under this, and a much 
longer catalogue of such black and most odious names 
of vices ? 

Moral turpitude of those, who are so far from telling the 
faults of their wares, that they invent lies to make them 
appear better. 

Xi'V',, And if those men are thus blamable who keep 
the faults of their wares secret, what shall we think of 
those who add downright lying to it? C. Canius, a 
Roman knight, one that loved to be pleasant, and a 
pretty good scholar, removing to Syracuse for the sake 
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of retirement, and not of employment, as he was used 
to say, ^ave out he had a great mind to buy some gar- 
dens, whither he might invite his friends and acquaint- 
ance, and enjoy their conversation without being inter- 
rupU^l. This being reported, there was one Pythius, 
a goldsmith or hanker at Syracuse, who told him, in- 
deed he had no gardens to sell, hut such as he had 
were at Canius’ service, if he pleased to make use of 
them, as much as though they were his own ; find, 
wiihal, he desired him to come the next day, and take 
a dinner witli him there. When Canius had promised 
liiui to come accordingly, what does he do but send im- 
mediately for some fistiermeii, (having interest enough, 
by reason of his calling, with all sorts of people,) and 
desires tliem the next day to fish before his gardens ; 
giving them their instructions about what he would 
have them do. Canius came at the time appointed, 
and Pythius had provided a very splendid entertain- 
ment for him. .Just before the garden, where he could 
not but take notice of it, was a company of fishing-^ 
boats ; and every one of the men in particular brought 
the fish he had caught, and laid them down before 
Pythius. * How now, Pythius !' said Canius to him ; 
‘what! all these fish here? — all these boats?' ‘O 
lack, sir,' said the other, ‘that is no great wonder; 
all the fish that supply the city must be taken here : 
this is their common water ; none of these people could 
ever live if it were not for my house.' Canius im- 
mediately was all on fire, and begged of Pythius that 
he would sell him the place : lie pretended abundance 
of unwillingness at first; but at length, to make short 
of it, was brought to a compliance. Canius bought it, 
together with all that belonged to it ; and being very 
rich, and desirous of the purchase, gave as much for 
it as Pythius demanded. Security was given and taken 
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for the money, and the whole bargain finally brought 
to a conclusion. The next day Canius invited sonic 
acquaintance thither, and he came himself somewhat 
earlier than ordinary ; but seeing not one of the fisher- 
men's boats there, he now inquired of one of thd next 
neighbors, whether or no that were any holiday with the 
fishermen ; because he saw none of them thereabouts. 

‘ Not that I know of,' replied the other ; ‘ but they 
none of them ever use to fish here, and therefore I 
wondered what the matter was ycsterdiiy.' This put 
Canius into a lamentable fret : but how could he help 
himself? for Aquilius, my colleague ftnd familiar friend, 
had not then published his court-forms about kna- 
very: on which, when he was asked what he meant by 
the word knavery, he answered, the making show of 
one thing, while one is doing another : a very perspi- 
cuous and plain definition, as indeed he was a man 
very happy at defining. Pythius, then, and all others 
whatever, that make show of one thing and yet do the 
contrary, are perfidious, wicked, and knavish rascals : 
it is impossible therefore that any of their actions 
should ever be profitable, when they are under the 
scandal of such a number of filthy and detestable vices. 

All hypocrisy and dissimulation should be discarded — A truly 
good man is not content with being as just as the laws re- 
quire. 

XV. If, then, this definition of Aquilius be good, 
all hypocrisy and dissimulation must be banished from 
amongst men ; so that no honest man will be guilty of 
either of them, for the sake of buying or selling to bis 
greater advantage. Nay, this knavery or cozenage 
has always been punished by the laws of the city : 
witness the twelve tables about the case of guardian- 
ship ; and Lsetorius' law about the overreaching of 
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minors. Nay, where there was nothing of a law against 
it, it was nevertheless punishable in those judgments 
of equity ; the form of which was, * that all things be 
done^ faithfully and honestly:’ and the same sort of 
words are in all other judgments ; as when a wife, for 
example, enters an action for her dowry, on a divorce 
from her husband, * that things be settled better and 
more equitably when any thing had been mortgaged 
JMid pawned to another, ‘ that amongst lionest men 
tliere be netliing done but that which is honest.’ And 
could tlu're possibly be any knavery allowed of in that, 
W'here the very eburt-forrn w'as, ‘ for the better and 
more equitable settling of things V or any thing done 
through deceit and rt'guery, where these words are 
publicly read in court, * that among honest men there 
may be nothing done except that which is honest?’ 
Now there is something of this knavery, as Aquilius 
says, in all false shows and hypocritical pretences : 
lying therefore should wholly be banisited from all 
sorts of business and commerce in the world ; nor 
should sellers bring people to bid high for their goods, 
and enhance their prices ; nor purclmsers others to bid 
under value, and so beat them down lowqr: but each 
of them, if they come to speak about a bargain, should 
say at a word what he will give and take. Quintus 
Scacvola, the son of Publius, going to buy an estate, 
desired the owner to tell him at one word what it was 
he must have for it: the seller did so, and Scsevola 
told him he thought it was worth more than what he 
had demanded for it, and accordingly gave him a thou- 
sand crowns over. Now there is no one but will grant 
this was done like an honest, but they will not allow it 
was like a prudent man ; any more than if he had sold 
a thing for less than be might have had for it. Here, 
now, you may see, is that pernicious opinion, thus to 
make a distinction between prudence and honesty. 
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Ennius has a saying to this purpose, that he wouhl i>ot 
give a farthing for a prudent man that could not be 
prudent for his own advantage ; to which 1 am ready 
to set my hand, if he and 1 can agree on one ai\d the 
same meaning of the word advantage. I find that He- 
caton, a lihodiaii philosopher, and scholar of Panae- 
tius, in his book about Offices, which lie wrote to Q. 
Tubero, hath laid this down as a wise man’s duty, first 
to conform to the laws, and customs, and practices of 
his country ; and when he hath done that, to make the 
best improvement he can of his cstiite ; since we ought 
to seek riches not only for onrselvefi^^but our children, 
triends, relations, and especially the commonwealth, 
whose public riches must principally consist in the 
wealth and stock of its particular members. This man 
can by no means approve of that action which I just 
now mentioned of Quintus Sctevola ; and there is no- 
thing, he tells us, that he would scruple to do for bis 
own advantage, if it be but permitted and allowed of 
by the law ; for which I think he docs not much de- 
serve to he thanked or commended. If, then, to make 
pretence of that which never was, and cunningly to 
dissemble the real truth, be pieces of knavery, there 
are but very few actions that are altogether free from 
it; and if he alone he an honest man, who does all the 
good he can, and does no injury to any body, it will 
be no easy matter to find one in the >vorld. The result 
of what has been said is this ; to be knavish and wicked 
can never be profitable, because it is attended with 
baseness and dishonor ; and it always must be profit- 
able to be virtuous and good, because it always is ho- 
nest and creditable. 

t f}* 

The care taken by the Romans to make the seller tell the 
faults of the thing to he sold. 

XYI. In the matter of buying and selling estates, it 
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is provided amongst us by the civil constitutions, that 
he who is the seller should tell all the faults that he 
knows of to the purchaser : for the twelve tables or- 
deiipg no more than this, th*tt the seller should be 
bound to make good those faults which were expressly 
mentioned by word of mouth in the bargain, and which 
whoever denied was to pay double damages, the law- 
yers have appointed a punishment for those who them- 
selves do not discover the defects of what they sell : 
for tliey have so <lecreed, that if the seller of an estate, 
when he made the bargain, did not tell all the faults 
in particular that^he knew of it, he should afterwards 
be bound to make them good to the purchaser. Titus 
Claudius Ccntumalus, to give an example, had a house 
that stood on the Coelian hill, and hindered the augurs 
as they made their observations from the Capitoline 
mount; who therefore gave him orders to pull that 
down which was such a hindrance to their business. 
Instead of this, Claudius put a bill over the door, that 
the hpuse was to be sold ; and quickly put it off, P. 
Calpurniiis Lanarius being the man that bought it. 
The augurs in a short time sent him the same orders, 
and he accordingly took care to perform them : but 
afterwards, coming to understand that Claudius had 
not set the bouse to sale till after he had been ordered 
by the augurs to demolish it, he brought in against 
him an action at law, to* receive such satisfaction as in 
conscience and equity he was bound to make him. 
Marcus Cato, the father of him that is lately dead, 
(for as others are distinguished by the names of their 
fathers, so he that begot this incomparable person 
should be named from his son,) sat as judge in the 
case, and gave this sentence on the whole matter ; that 
since Claudius knew this inconvenience beforehand, 
and did not discover it when he sold the estate, he was 
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obliged in equity to make it good to the purchased : 
he judged it therefore to be a part of honesty that the 
seller should fairly declare to the buyer all the faults 
which he knows in thdfeiing to be sold. If, then^ this 
judgment were just and equitable, neither the merchant 
that brought the corn, nor the supposed seller of the 
infectious house, did well in concealing wliat either of 
them knew : but all the particular sorts of concealing 
could never be taken notice of by the laws of the city: 
however, such as could were very carefully provided 
against. M. Marius Gratidianus, a jLinsman of mine, 
had sold a house to Sergius OraH|il^ which he had 
bought of the same person not many years before. 
The house, it seems, paid a duty to Sergius, which 
Marius never once mentioned in the bargain. The 
business came at hast to a suit in law, wherein Lucius 
Crassus was counsel for Grata, and Antony for Grati- 
dianus. Crassus insisted very much on the law, which 
s^ys, that the seller shall make good those faults which 
he himself knew of, and yet concealed from the buyer : 
Antony, on the other side, argued for equity ; that 
Sergius could not but know that incuinbi'hnce, who 
had sold the house himself but a little while before ; 
and, therefore, what need yyas there of telling him of 
it : that he could not complain of being any ways im- 
posed on, since he knew very well the condition of 
what he bought. I have brought you these instances, 
only to let you see that these cunning sort of men 
were never approved of by our ancestors. 

The different methods used by law and philosophy, for the 

rooting out of knavery — Knavish cunning very different 

from true prudence. 

XVII. But tbe laws take one way to root out these 
frauds, and philosophers another ; tbe former med- 
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tiling no fartlier with them, than as they break out into 
open acts, and may, as it were, be laid hold on by the 
hands of justice ; but the latter endeavoring to hinder 
their, breaking out, and to prevllht them by precepts of 
wisdom and reason. Reason therefore retpiires of us 
that we do nothing treacherously, nothing deceitfully, 
nothing merely by outward shows and false pretences. 
Now is it not treachery to set up a trap, though one 
does not frighten and pursue the beasts into it? for the 
simple creatures of themselves will run into it, without 
being driven. J^st so you offer a house to be sold, 
because of som^fthults which you know to be in it; 
and put up your bill, as it were, like a trap, in which 
some unwary sort of body will be taken. I know tlnit, 
at present, the depravation of manners and prevalence 
of evil custom have made this to be counted neither 
base nor dishonorable, and that it is tolerated by the 
laws and constitutions of the public ; but I am sure it 
is not tolerated by the laws of nature; for it is to be 
considered, (I must repeat it again, though I have 
already mentioned it a great many times,) that there is 
such a thing as natural society, which comprehends all 
men, and tics and unites them to one another; there is 
a nearer between those of the same nation, and a nearer 
yet between those of the same city : therefore our 
forefathers made a distinction between that law which 
is common to nations, and that which belongs to each 
city in particular. Whatever we are bound, by the 
civil constitutions, to do to our citizens, we are not 
obliged, by the law of nations, to do the same to 
strangers ; but whatever we are bound by this latter to 
do to others, the same we ought to do to our citizens 
also ; but the law, which at present we use amongst 
US, is far from being an original piece, immediately 
taken from genuine right and true perfect justice ; it 
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is only a copy ami faint representation of it. How- 
ever, I could wish we lived up even to this ; for it is 
copied at least from some of the best originals, which 
were drawn from tho' truth and nature of the t|iing. 
For how excellent is that form in judicial proceedings, 
‘ that I may not be defrauded or brought to an incon- 
venience, by trusting to you and your honesty.' And 
how incomparable that other, ‘ that honest men do no- 
thing but that which is honest and without design.' 
But the great question is, who they are that are honest 
men, and what it is to do nolliing but that which is 
honest. Q. Scaevola, I rememheiPkhe high priest, 
had used to say, that all those judgments which had 
‘ faithfully and honestly' put into their forms, were of 
marvellous force ; and that faithfully and honestly 
w'ere of very large extent, and belonged not only to 
wardships, societies, trusts, and commissions, but to 
buyings, sellings, lettings, and hirings, which relate to 
the society and intercourse of mankind ; and that it 
was the part of an extriiordinary judge to determine 
exactly in all these cases, what one man ought to make 
good to another, on only the bare principles of con- 
science and honesty; especially seeing men ditfer in 
their judgments about the greatest part of them. All 
craft therefore should utterly be banished, and that 
knavish sort of cunning, which would fain indeed be 
counted, but is the farthest from prudence of any 
thing in the world ; for prudence consists in the mak- 
ing a right distinction between good and evil ; but this 
kind of cunning gives the preference to evil ; if, at 
least it be true, (as most certainly it is) that every 
‘thing is evil which is contrary to honesty. Neither is 
it only in farms and houses that the laws of the city, 
%vhich are copied from nature, take care to have cheat- 
' iug and knavery punished ; but in slaves they exclude 
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all fraud in the seller : for he that is presumed to 
know what the slave was, if he does not declare whe- 
ther he be healthy, a renegade, or apt to steal, is an- 
swephle to the buyer, by an Srdcr of the ediles : but 
this does not hold in the case of an heir. From what 
has been said, it apparently follows, since nature is the 
fountain whence law is derived, that it is agreeable to 
the dictates and rules of nature, that no one should 
endeavor to make his own advantage from the igno- 
rance of {;iiother: and indeed there is no greater mis- 
chief in the world, than this wisdom, falsely so named, 
joined with basljlless and knavery. From this have 
arisen innumerable cases wherein profit is set up in 
opposition to honesty: for where almost is there a 
man to be found, that would scruple to injure and 
wrong any other, if he could do it with secresy, and 
without fear of being punished ? 

It is a wickedness to be a receiver of ill-gotten goods, though 
you have nut assisted in the fraud. 

XVIII. Let us try, if you please, by some examples 
of that nature, wherein the common sort of people, 
perhaps, think there is no crime ; for we do not speak 
here of such as cut throats, poison, make false wills, 
rob, or embezzle the public treasures, who are not to 
be repressed with words and philosophical discourses, 
but must be vexed and wearied out with chains and 
imprisonment ; but let us consider here what is done by 
those who pass in the world for men of honesty and inte- 
grity. A will that was forged of one Minutius Basi- 
lus, a wealthy person, was brought by some people out 
of Greece into Italy ; who, to make it the more easily 
pass for good, made Marcus Crassus and Lucius Hor- 
tensius, two of the greatest men at that time in the 
city, joint heirs with themselves, who, though they 
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suspected the whole to be a forgery, yet having no 
hand in it themselves, made very little scruple of get- 
ting an advantage by other people’s villany. Truly I 
am fully persuaded not ; though I always loved o^e of 
them* while he was alive, and do not hate the other* 
since he is dead and gone. But when Basiliis had de- 
sired Marcus Satrius, his sister’s son, should bear his 
name, and had appointed him his heir ; I nominate 
him,’ says he, ‘ lord of my Sabine and PicenfRn ma- 
nors’) was it any \vays a just and reasonable thing, and 
not rather an eternal blot on those times, that some 
principal citizens should have a man^s estate, and Sa- 
trius the heir be put off barely with his name ? For if he 
be unjust, that does not keep off injuries from any of 
his neighbors, and defend and protect them as far as 
he is able, (as I have shown already in the first book) 
what sort of man shall we take him to be, who not only 
does not keep off an injury, but rather, on the con- 
trary, helps to promote it? Niiy, I, for my part, am 
wholly of opinion that estates w'hich are left men by 
true wills, if got by knavish and servile flatteries, not 
by a real, but pretended friendship, are scandalous 
and dishonest. But in such kind of cases it often 
comes to pass, that one thing seems profitable, and 
another honest, undoubtedly by a mistake ; for the 
same thing is the measure both of the one and the 
other, which, whoever perceives not, will easily be led 
into all sorts of roguery; for he that begins thus to 
argue with himself, ‘ that indeed is honest, but this is 
advantageous impudently divides, by this gross mis- 
take, those things which by nature are coupled and 
united ; which is the deadly root from which all 
frauds, wickedness and villanies spring. 


* Hortensius. 


* Crassus. 
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'I'he carriage of a truly honest man, when it is in his power to 
be secretly dishonest — The true notion of a good man. 

XIX. If a good man therefore should have such a 
power, as that by snapping of his fingers he could slip 
his haiiic cunningly into rich people’s wills, he would 
never make use of it ; no, not although he were fully 
assured, that no one living could either know or sus- 
pect it ; hut give such a power to Marcus Crassus, that 
by doing the same thing he should make himself heir, 
where he really was not so, and he would dance, I 
dare warrant you, publicly in the market-place. But 
he that is honest, and answers to our notion of a good 
man, will never take any thing away from another for 
the enriching himself, and filling his own coffers ; 
which whoever admires, let him even confess at the 
same time that he does not understand what a good 
man is: for if any one will thoroughly examine his own 
thoughts, and clear up a little his obscure conceptions, he 
will quickly be able to tell himself, that a good man is 
one who does all the good that he can to others, but 
never any harm, unless by way of reasonable and just 
retribution for some injury received. I desire to know 
then ; is not that man guilty of harming another, that 
ejects the rightful lieirs, as it were, by a spell, and 
procures himself to be put in their stead ? ‘ How 

then?' will some men say; ‘what! would not you 
have people consult their own interest?' Yes, but 
withal I would have them understand that nothing can 
be so that is base or dishonest ; which is a necessary 
maxim for all those to learn, whoever design to be 
good men. I remember I heard my own father tell, 
as long ago as when 1 was a boy, that Fimbria, one 
who had formerly been consul, was judge in a case of 
Lutatius Pinthia, a Roman knight, and a very honest 
man, who, on pain of losing a certain sum of money, 
was to prove himself to be a good man. Hereon Fim- 



190 CICERO. 

bria plainly told him, that he would never pass judg* 
nient on such a matter ; lest either by giving the cause 
against him, he should spoil the credit of a well-ap- 
proved citizen ; or else should be forced, by giving it 
for him, to pronounce that any one was a good man ; 
which he cout^ not do, considering the infinite virtues 
and duties that arc requisite to the completing any 
person of that character. Tliis good man then, of 
whom Fimbria liad a notion, as well as Socrates, will 
never judge any tiling profitable that is dishonest : 
whence it follows, that such a one will always be so 
far from doing, as that he will never so much as think 
of any thing, which he is afraid should be laid open to 
the rest of the world. And is it not a shame that phi- 
losophers should doubt of this, when there is not a 
peasant in the country but assents to it ? for from them 
we have gotten that common saying, which is now by 
long usage become a proverb among us, which they 
bring in to signify the faithful dealing and honesty of 
a man : ‘ he is one,' say they, ‘ that you may venture 
to play with at even and odd in the dark.' The mean- 
ing of which, what can it be but this ? — that nothing 
can he profitable but that which is honest and be- 
coming, though a man could be certain of being never 
found out in it ? You see then, according to this pro- 
verb, that neither that Gyges, whom we mentioned 
above, nor that other, whom we just now supposed to 
have a power by the snapping of his fingers to become 
all people’s heir, can by any means be excused: for 
as that which is scandalous and dishonest in itself, 
however it may be hid from the eye of the world, can 
never be brought to be honest and creditable ; so also 
that which is not honest and creditable can never be 
brought to be profitable and advantageous, the very 
nature of things resisting and opposing it. 
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A man loses morn hy doing an unjust action, than ever he can 
gain by it, he the reward what it w'ill. 

XX. But when people expect great advantages from 
their roguery, it is a mighty temptation for them to be 
guilty of it. Thus, for instance, when ]V|ariiis was far 
from any hopes of obtaining the consulfiiip, and had 
remained in obscurity seven years from the time of his 
being pretor, so that no one suspected his standing for 
that iioiipr, being despatched to Rome by Q. Metellus, 
whose'* Meiitenant he was, an extraordinary man, and a 
brave memlxir of the republic, — lie accused his general 
to the people of Rome of protracting the war; and 
told tlicm, that if they w'ould but choose him consul, 
they should soon have Jugurtha, either dead or alive, 
delivered into their power. It is true, by this artifice 
he got to be chosen consul, but he paid for it the price 
of Ids honesty and fidelity; who could thus bring a 
useful and excellent citizen, whose lieutenant he was, 
and by whom he was sent, into hatred and ill-will by 
false accusations. Nor did my kinsman (Iratidianus 
act the part of an honest and fair-dealing man, in the 
time of his pretorship : the tribunes of the people held 
a common consultation with the company of pretors, 
about settling the value and rate of money, which jit 
those times was grown to be so very inconstant, that 
nobody could be certain how much he was worth. 
They made an edict by common consent, allowing an 
action against tliusc who transgressed it, and appoint- 
ing a penalty for those who were convicted. This 
being ordered, they agreed to meet again in the as- 
sembly after noon, and all of them together tell the 
people what they had done. The meeting broke up, 
and the rest all departed, some one way, and some 
another : Marius only, directly from the court wenf 
down to the assembly, and by himself alone declared 
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that to the people which all of them had agreed on by 
general consent. If you ask now what was the event 
of this ; nothing in the world could have got him 
greater hongr : statues erected for him about the 
streets, frankfiicense and tapers burnt at every oi;e of 
them ; and, llT short, never was any man more adored 
by the multitude. These are the tilings which do 
sometimes mislOdd men in deliberating about their 
duty ; when the offence against honesty seenw very 
trivial, but the advantage that is gained b^ft very 
considerable. Thus Marius thought it but a little 
piece of knavery to steal the people^s love from the 
tribunes and his colleagues, but a mighty advantage 
to be made consul by it, which was what he at that 
tim« proposed to himself. But in all these cases there 
is only one rule, which 1 desire you would constantly 
take along with you ; be sure, in the first place, that 
what you count profitable be no way dislionest ; and if 
it be dishonest, then assure yourself that it is not truly 
profitable. And can we then esteem either the one or 
the other of these Mariuses good men ? Consider a 
little, and examine your own thoughts, that you may 
see what idea, what notion or conception, you have of 
a good man. Is it reconcilable then with the charac- 
ter of such a one, to lie for the sake ,/of his own advan- 
tage ; to deceive ; to raise false reports and misrepre- 
sentations of others ; to seize that beforehand which 
others have a right to as well as himself? Certainly, 
nothing less. And is there any thing then of such ex- 
cellent worth, any profit or interest so very desirable, 
for the gaining of which one would forfeit the glory 
and reputation of a good man ? Can that which we 
call by the name of profitable bring us any thing so 
Wood as what it takes away from us, if it spoil our 
neiog counted men of honesty and integrity; if it oc- 
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casion the loss of our justice and faitlifulness ? that is, 
in plain truth, if it change us into brutes? For wliere 
is the great difterence between altering our shapes and 
becjiniiig real beasts, and carrying tlfe nature and 
herceness of beasts, though under th^Dutsides and 
figures of men ? 

IV- 

To do;„«i^y tiling dishonest for the sake of power and autho- 
rity, not profitable. 

XXI. Again, tliose who neglect all justice and ho- 
nesty for the sake of power, do not they take just the 
same method that a certain person did, when he chose 
to be son-in-law to none but one, by whose daring 
boldness he might increase his own authority He 
thought it a very great advantage, no question, to en- 
large his own greatness, by drawing hatred on ano- 
ther; hut he never considered how great a disservice 
he did to his country, and how much scandal and dis- 
credit he brought on himself. As for the father-in- 
law, he had always a couple of Greek verses in his 
mouth, taken out of Euripides’ tragedy of Phauiissa;, 
which I will endeavor to translate as well as I am 
able ; perhaps it may be awkwardly ; but, however, so 
as to make their sense appear : — 

If Hver we break the ties of right, 

' fis when a kingdom is the glorious prize : 

In other things he strictly just. 

It was a villanous thing in Etcocles, or rather* in Eu- 
ripides indeed, to exempt that one breach of right from 
being criminal, which is certainly of all others the 
most wicked and detestable. Why do we insist then 
on examples of lesser rogueries, such as making onA^i 

• Pompey the Great, who chose to ho Ct,s9^*s son-indiaw. 
marrying bis daughter Julia. 

CIC. VOL. III. 
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cunniftg and spells, cheats about buying, selling, &.c. ? 
Here is a man for you,‘ that has made no scruple of 
desiring to make himself king of the Roman people, 
and lord atjjdMbvernor of the whole earth ; nay, which 
is worse, halg^ accomplished his desire. If any man 
rail this an honest ambition, he must be out of his 
wits; for he jns^^es the subversion of our laws and 
liberties, and esteems the most base and detestaljdc op- 
pression of them a virtuous, laudable, and gloriohs ac- 
tion ; but if any man, confessing that it is not honest 
to get the dominion in that republic, which has been 
and ought to be always free, will yet say, it is profit- 
able for him that can do it ; — what reproofs shall 1 
use, what reproaches rather, to recall such a one 
froriPso dangerous an error ? Good gods ! Can it 
ever be supposed then to be any man’s interest, by the 
most heinous and most unnatural wickedness on earth, 
to ruin and destroy his own native country ; though, 
perhaps, the man who is guilty of it may afterwards 
be styled, by his poor oppressed citizens, the father of 
it Interest therefore should always be measured by 
justice and honesty ; so that these two words, though 
of different sounds, should yet be understood to mean 
one and the same thing. I know the common people 
are apt to imagine that nothing in the world can be 
better than to govern ; but when I consider the real 
truth and reason of the thing itself, I find, on the con- 
trary, ^lat nothing can be worse when people arrive at 
it by unlawful means. Can it possibly be profitable 
for any man, then, to live in perpetual cares and 
anxieties? to be day and night racked and tormented 
with fears, in a life full of nothing but treacheries and 
dlmgers? ‘ Many are treacherous and unfaithful to 

* Julius Caesor. 

^|€K8sr was culled so, notivitbstanding bis oppressions. 
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kings/ says Accius; ‘ and but few are faithful.* But 
of what sort of kings did he speak this? Was it not 
of those who, by lawful succession, had received the 
roy^l sccjitrc from Tantalus and Pelop^ “'How many 
more then must wc suppose to be iinmthful to that 
king, who, with an army of Komans, had oppressed 
and enslaved the Roman people its^jf,; and had forced 
that ^y, which was not only free, but even empress 
of the whole world, to submit her neck to his tyran- 
nical yokp ? What uneasiness of mind piust such a 
one, think you, be continually under! What wounds 
and twitches of conscience must he needs feel! How, 
in short, can that life be an advantage to any man, 
which lias this inconvenience inseparably annexed to 
it, — that whoever is so happy as to take it awa^fAvill 
obtain the greatest glory and good-will from all the 
world ? And if these things, which seem most of all to 
he profitable, yet are found to be the contrary whert 
unworthy and dishonest, this certainly ought to con- 
vince us all, that nothing can be profitable which is 
not honest. 


(ilory and riches unprofitable if accompahied w ith injustice, 
exemplified in several eminent Komans. 

XXIl. But this has been determined, as at many 
other times by our wise forefathers, so particularly by 
Fabricius, then a second time consul, and the whole 
Roman senate, in the war with Pyrrhus: when 

Pyrrhus had voluntarily made war on the Romans, 
and the contention was held about empire and mastery 
with a no less poikerful than generous adversary, a 
deserter came secretly into Fabricius’ camp, and 
offered, on condition be might be well rewarded, to 
return back again with the same secresy that he came, 
and to poison Pyrrhus: but instead of encouragen|eutj 
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Fabrifius ordered him to be sent back to Pyrrhus, 
and was afterwards commended by the senate for so 
doinj^. If we look no farther now than ti»e outward 
appearanc^j^f what seems to be profitable, here is a 
dangerous wlr, and a powerful adversary of 'the 
growing empire might soon have been removed by tlie 
single assistance; of this one deserter; but then it 
would have been an eternal scandal, not to m,ention 
the villany and wickedness of it in an honorable war, 
which was waged with a fair and generous enemy, not 
to get the victory by virtue and courage, but only by 
base and treacherous practices. Whether was more 
profitable then for Fabricius, who was such in this 
city jRs Aristides was at Athens ; or for the Roman 
sen which never thought any thing dishonorable 
their interest — to contend with an enemy by valor or 
by poison t If empire be desirable for the sake of 
glory, why is not wickedness altogether banished, in 
which it is impossible there should ever be any glory? 
But if we are for power at any rate, we should do well 
to consider that it can never be profitable when ac- 
companied with infamy. That counsel, therefore, of 
Lucius Philippus, the son of Quintus, was far from 
being profitable, that those very cities, which Sylla 
had freed for a set sum of money from paying any 
customs, by the senate’s orders, should again b^; 
brought under their former contributions ; and yet not 
the^money, which they had paid, be returned them. 
This advice of his was followed by the senate, to the 
great disparagement and shame of the empire ; for 
even pirates at this rate will soo^r be trusted than 
the Roman senate. ‘ Well, but the public revenues 
wer^ increased by it, and therefore it was profitable:' 
Hei^ens ! how long will men dare to call any thing 
pfo&afilc which is not honest? Can hatred then and 
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infamy be profitable to a state, winch ought to be 
supported by glory and credit, and tlie love of its 
confederates ? In this particular 1 often disagreed 
from my old friend Cato, whom I always ttonghtto be 
soiflewhat too headstrong in standing ojg for the inte- 
rest of the public treasury, and exacting the tributes 
with so much rigor, as not to make any allowances to 
the farmers, and very seldom or nev«l* grant any thing 
to the confederates; whereas we ought always to he 
kind to the latter, and to deal with the former as wc 
would do with our own baililfs ; and that so much the 
more, because all the safety and welfare of the republic 
depends on the agreement of the several orders in it. 
Nor less ill than Pliilip\s was the counsel of Curio, 
wlio, ill the case of the people inhabiting beyoilf^ the 
Po, thougli he confessed their demands were oWrjust 
and reasonable, yet always added, ‘ Every thing must 
give way to the interest of the public.' He should 
rather have said that they were not just, because not 
comporting with the public interest, than thus have 
declared they did not comport with it, and at the same 
time confess them to be just and reasonable. 

Several doubtful cases put by ilecuUm llio llhodian. 

XXIII. Ilecaloii proposes, in bis sixth book of 
Offices, several questions, such as these which follow. 
Whether a good man, in time of great scarcity, may 
refuse to give victuals to the servants of his own family ? 
He discourses indeed on either side of the question ; 
but at last concludes, that he should rather be guided 
by his interest than humanity. He demands again, if 
a merchant in a ^orm be forced to throw his goods 
overboard, whether of the two he should choose to 
eiMt away ; a very valuable horse, or a servant that is 
goodror nothing ? Here interest and the saving of his 
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goods draw one .way, and compassion of human nature 
another. Shoufd a fool in a shipwreck have gotten a 
plank, may a wise man take it away from him if he 
can ? He ^iswers, no ; because it would be plainly 
a piece ot^juslice : but what if the owner of the ship 
should come, may not he take it away, when it pro- 
perly belongs to him? No, not at all ; no more than 
he may throw a lAan out of the ship, under the pre- 
tence that the ship belongs to him ; for till they have 
arrived whither the ship was hired for, it does not 
more properly belong to the owner than it does to the 
passengers by whom it was hired. Suppose two men 
that are equally wise, should both of them in a ship- 
wreck lay hold of the same plank ; may either of them 
seizJI^ it forcibly to himself, or should one of them 
vohnMrily yield it to the other ? Let one yield to the 
other, provided that other will be more serviceable to 
the public, or there is more depending on his life and 
preservation. But what if these are equal in either of 
them ? Why then there is no more to be said about 
it, but it must even be left for chance to determine, as 
though they should cast lots, or play at even and odd 
for it. What if a father should rifle temples, and dig 
passages under ground into the treasury ; should the 
sou discover him to the public magistrate ? No ; that 
were a horrid, unnatural impiety ; he should rather, 
on the contrary, defend his father, if any one else 
should pretend to accuse him. But what? ought not 
the interest of my country to be consulted before that 
of any one else whatever? Yes, undeniably ; but then 
it is very much the interest of country to have 
citizens that are dutiful and ohedieff to their parents. 
But if a father should attempt to make himself king, 
of^hy*ways endeavor to betray his country, should 
son In -such a case hold his tongue, and conceal Ii| 
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the first place, let him beg of his father to desist : if 
that does no good, let him proceed to ribuke, and even 
to threaten him about it : but if at last he perceive 
that it directly tends to the ruin of his ^untry, he 
shotild prefer its safety before that of his fHher. Ano- 
ther of the questions he proposes is this : — Suppose a 
good man to receive, by an oversight, bad money for 
good, and afterwards come to understand that it is bad; 
may he pay it for good, if be owes another any thing ? 
Diogenes thinks he may, but Antipater not ; whom I 
rather assent to. Suppose a man be selling a vessel 
ol wine, which he knows will not keep; is he bound 
to tell of this? Diogenes thinks he is under no such 
obligation ; Antipater will have it to be every honest 
man's duty. These are the things which, ^blither 
they are right, and one’s duty, or not, are oftl|pon- 
troverted among the Stoics. In selling a slave, is one 
bound to declare what bis faults are, or not? I do not 
mean those, which, unless they are told, the law itself 
commands he shall be returned on ouV bands; but bis 
being a liar, a filcher, a player at dice, or a drunkard. 
One is of opinion we ought to declare them, and the 
other not. Should an ignorant body sell a quantity of 
gold, and suppose it to be copper ; is a good man 
obliged to tell him that it is gold, or may he buy for a 
penny what is worth a thousand pence? It is plain 
enough by this time what my thoughts are, and 
wherein consists the controversy between the fore- 
mentioned philosophers. 

Whether a man is to perform all his promises, though 

at the e^lnnse of his life or reputation. 

XXIV. Are we bound to perform all those promises 
bargains, which, in the pretor’s language, have 
Ii6itii^r force nor fraud in them ? Here is a man, for 
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example, that has got the dropsy, and another prescribes 
him an infallibft cure for it, on condition that he will 
never make use of it again. The man recovers by its 
help at pr ^ nt, but falls again some time after into the 
same distmper. Suppose now that he, to whon» he 
made such promise, will by no means allow him to use 
the cure again ; what would be his duly in such a case ? 
Why, since he, who denies him tlie request, is inhu- 
man, and it is a thing that will do him no manner of 
prejudice, it is the best way to take care of his life and 
safety. A good and wise man is desired by one, who 
appoints him his heir, and leaves him by will a consi- 
derable estate, that before he enters on the possession 
of it, he should dance at noonday in the open streets ; 
audMis he accordingly promises to do, because other- 
wifi^^^ testator would not make him his heir ; would 
you have him perform what he promised, or not? I 
could wish that he never had promised it at all, which 
1 think would much better have suited with his charac- 
ter ; but since he has done it, if he think it dishonor- 
able to dance so in public, the best way will be not to 
perform such a promise, provided he takes none of the 
money that was left him ; unless the money may be 
turned to some very great benefit and advantage of the 
public ; so that it would be no disgrace for a man even 
to dance, when it brings so much good to his country 
along with it. 

Several cases, wherein a man is not obliged to perform his 
promises and vows, nor to give up a trust. 

XXV. Neither is one bound to 'jK^form those pro- 
mises which are hurtful and prejudicial to the persons 
tfiey were made to. Thus Phojbus, that we may re*? 
turn to our fables, promised to grant Phaeton whetever 
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he should desire ; and the mad young ijp^llow desired 
to get up into liis father’s chariot: it was accordingly 
granted him ; but before he could get to be well settled 
in it, he was struck down with lightning. Ijbw abun- 
dantly better had it been, in such a case, if tiie father 
had refused to perform such a promise ! The same 
may be said of another, which Theseus solicited from 
Neptune. This god had promised to grant whatever 
he should request ; and he, on a false suspicion, de- 
sired the death of his own son Hippolytus. He ob- 
tained what he asked, which occasioned iiim great sor- 
row and aflliclion. Again, Agamemnon had vowed, 
for a sacrifice to Diana, the most beautiful thing that 
was born that year in his whole dominions : to ba as 
good as his word, he was forced to otfer his daunkr 
Iphigcnia, than wliorn nothing that year had been oOrn 
more beautiful. Had it not been better to have broken 
his promise, than have done such a horrid and un- 
natural action ! In some cases then a man is not ob- 
liged to perform his promises; no more is he to re- 
store wliat was given him in trust. Suppose, for in- 
stance, a mail in his wits had intrusted you with his 
sword, and should demand it of you again when he is 
beside himself; your duty would be not to give it him 
again ; and if you did, you would be guilty of a very 
great error. Again, should a man put a large sum of 
money in your hands, and afterwards raise a rebellion 
against bis country, would you deliver up your trust, 
if demanded by him i Certainly not ; for this would be 
to act against the public interest; which ought to be 
preferred before evfl||y thing else. Thus a great many 
things, which are Vhest of themselves, we may see 
cease to be so when the circumstances alter : to per- 
form a promise, for instance, to stand to an agree- 
ment, or deliver up a trust, ought not to be done when 
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they become unprofitable. This may suffice to have 
been said of those things, which a pretended wisdom 
would fain count profitable, though contrary to justice: 
but haviiig laid down, in the first book, four general 
heads, from which all offices or duties are derived, I 
shall discourse on each of the same in this ; and make 
out, that what is contrary to any of those virtues, is 
only in show, and not really profitable. Of prudence, 
then, which a knavish sort of cunning endeavors to 
imitate ; as also of justice, which is never but profit- 
able, we have discoursed already. It remains that we 
speak of the other two general heads of duty ; the one 
of which consists in the greatness and excellence of a 
courageous soul ; and the other in such a regularity of 
oiijp actions, as is conformable to the precepts of tem- 
perance and moderation. 

That uothing can be profitable wliich is dishonorable, shown 
from the examples of Ulysses and llegulus. 

XXVI. Ulysses thought it would be profitable for 
him, if what the tragedians tell us be true ; (for Homer, 
a writer of the greatest authority, never once insinuates 
any such thing;) but the writers of tragedy accuse Ulys- 
ses for feigning himself mad, that he might avoid the 
war ; a design that was by no means honest and credit- 
able. * Well, but it was profitable,’ will some one say, 
* to stay and govern at his own home, and enjoy him- 
self quietly in his island Ithaca, together with his pa- 
rents, his wife, and son. Is there any such credit in 
the daily dangers and fatigues of war, that you can 
ever think comparable with livin|iM|Uch a life of tran- 
quillity and security?' Yes, ^Wholly despise and 
contemn your security, being fully persuaded that it 
can never be profitable so long as it is dishonest. Pray, 
what would they have said, do you think of Ulyssesi 
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suppose he had continued in his pretended madness : 
when, after his glorious achievements in the war, ho 
had yet these reproaches thrown on him by Ajax ? 

Though, you all know, ho first proposed this ontli, 

Vot ho ’s tlio only man that would have broke it. 
lie. first emleavor’d not to join in the war, 

Faint-hearted coward ! feigning to be mad ; 

And had not prudent Palamede found out, 

By cunning, this his impudent deceit, 

'J'he villain, notwithstanding all the ties 
Of sacred oaths, had certainly gone off. 

(t was much better for him to bear all the hazards, not 
of the war only, but of the sea too, (as at last he did,) 
than not to make one among the rest of the Greciaijs» 
then resolving, by consent, on a war with the barba- 
rians. Unt to remove the scene from foreign countries, 
and fabulous relations, that we may come nearer home, 
and to a thing that really happened ; M. Atiliiis Regu- 
lus, then a second time consul, was surprised in Africa 
by Xanthippus, the Laced;rmonian, and made a pri- 
soner, (Amilcar, father of Hannibal, being the general 
of the Carthaginians,) and was sent by the Cartha- 
ginians to the Roman senate on solemn oath given; 
that, unless some remarkable prisoners were restored 
them, he should himself return back again to Carthage. 
Now, as soon as this man arrived at Rome, he could 
not but perceive what appeared to he bis interest; but 
withal was persuaded, as the event declared, that it 
only appeared so. The cause was thus : here he might 
have stayed in his native country, and have lived at 
home quietly with l||k wife and children ; might have 
judged his misfort^ro, received in the war, no more 
than what all men in that state are liable to ; and might 
still have continued in his old degree of honor among 
those of consular dignity. ‘ And who can deny now/ 
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will any one say, ‘ that all these things are expedient 
and profitable?* Who do you think ? Why, greatness 
of soul and true courage deny it. Can you desire any 
greater and more illustriultis authorities ? 

Continuation of the story of Kogulus. 

XXVII. These are the virtues by which we an; 
taught to be afraid of nothing, to despise all the out- 
ward concerns of life, and count nothing intolerable 
that can possibly befall a man. Well, but pray what 
did this Regulus do then ? He came into the senate, 
and told them what it was he was sent about, and re- 
fused to give his own vote in the case, forasmuch as he 
was not to be counted a senator, as being by oath under 
the enemy’s power; and in his speech, which he spoke 
to the senate on that subject, (‘ fool that he was,* some 
will be ready to say, ‘ and an enemy to his own in- 
terest!*) he told them, it was best not to give up their 
prisoners ; tjjat they were young men, and might make 
able leaders |^ut that he, for his part, was grown al- 
tnost useless, and worn away with old age. The senate 
were so persuaded by his speech, fcat they resolved 
the prisoners should be detained in custody ; and he 
himself returned back again to Carthage; not all the 
love which he had for his country, his friends and re- 
lations, being able to detain him ; and though he knew 
well enough what a barbarous enemy and what exqui- 
site torments be was going to return to, yet he thought 
it his duty, whatever came of it, not to violate his oath. 
1 think he was in a better condition therefore, even 
whilst he was murdered by beiiu|^ept from sleeping, 
than ever he could have been iMr he stayed at home, 
and lived under the scandal of being an old captive 
and a perjured nobleman. * But was not it very great 
folly and madness, if be would not persuade the re- 
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mneh as he could?’ Pray, how folly and madness? 
What! though it were conducive to the good of the 
republic ! Or can any thing^te profitable to a private 
citizen, which brings a disadvantage to the common- 
wealth in general? 

Vo separate profit from honesty is to pervert the first princi- 
ples of natiir<‘— The reasons given by those who think lie- 
gulus did il] 111 returning. 

XXVIII. Those men who separate profit from ho- 
nesty wholly pervert the first principles of nature ; for 
Ave all of us naturally desire our interest, toward which 
Ave are cabled Avith so strong a bias, as that it is not in 
our poAver to turn the other way: for who is averse 
from, or rather, who does not most eagerly folloAv his 
own advantage ? liut since we can find out no real ad- 
vantage, except in Avbat is honest, becoming, and com- 
mendable, therefore Ave count these the pr|ipvipal things ; 
and take the Avord profit to signify something which 
only relates to outward necessities, and the sup- 
plying of them, Avithout all that glorious and shining 
excellence which appears in the actions of virtue and hor 
ncsty, ‘ But after all is done,' perhaps some men will 
say, * pray, what is there in an oath, that he should be 
afraid thus to break it? What! was it Jupiter’s anger 
that he dreaded ?’ But this is agreed on by all philoso- 
phers ; not only those who maintain that the gods lead 
an idle life, neither busying themselves, nor disturbing 
others ; but those Avho affirm they are always busy, and 
always doing some^lH^ that relates to the Avorld ; — in 
this thing, I say, thSy^ are all agreed, that the Deity 
neither hurts nor is angry with any one. But sup- 
posing the Avorst, pray what hurt could Jupiter's ven- 
geance have done Regulus, greater than what Regulus 



did to himself? It could not be any thing of religion 
therefore that hindered him from following what ap- 
peared to be his interestj^ Again, was he afraid of the 
baseness and dishonesty W the action ? As to that, in 
the first place, always of two evils choose the least; 
and where was any evil ^ baseness of the thing so 
great as was that of the t'ofrments which he endured ? 
Besides, pray, remember that sentence of Accius, which, 
however, it might be said by an impious king, is yet 
generally acknowleged to be very well said ; who, when 
one told him, * You have broken your oath to me,* an- 
swered, * I neither am, nor have been tied by oath to 
any treacherous deceiver.* Again, they tell us, that 
as we affirm some things seem profitable wb|ph are not 
so ; so they affirm some things seem honest which are 
not so: as this, for example, of returning to be tor- 
mented, rather than break one’s oath ; which is not 
honest, though it may seem to be so ; because no man 
is obliged tAjperform that oath, whliCh was extorted 
from him bypRbe force of his enemies. And, lastly, 
they argue, that whatever makes vc^ much for one’s 
profit and advantage, thereby beconies honest, though 
before it did not seem to be so. This is what is gene- 
rally brought against Regulus ; but let us see and 
examine all the parts of it in order. 

The first part of the arguments brought against Kegulus an- 
swered — The sacrodness of an oath — Faith to bo kept even 
with those who are treacherous — Laws of war to be pre- 
served inviolable. 

XXIX. First, then, they say ,.Jlp could fear no barm 
from the anger of Jupiter, wbuneither can be angry 
nor do harm to any body. This proves as strongly 
against all oaths in general, as it dues in particular 
against this of Regulus. But the thing to be consi- 
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ciered in people’s taking of oaths, is not what danger 
they are in, should they break them ; but what a sa- 
cred and powerful obligation^^l^ laid on them : for every 
oath is a religious affirmati^ ; and whatever is pro- 
mised after such a manner, as it were calling God for 
a witness to your words, ought certainly to be per- 
formed ; for now faith and justice require it of us, and 
not any fear of that anger of the gods, which is not 
incident to their divine natures ; — the faith I mean, of 
which Ennius has got these incomparable words : — 

O Faith, all'glorioiis and divine, 

In lofty temples tit to shine ! 

Kv’n Jove himself by thee doth swear. 
Whoever^^ierefore doth not perform his oath affronts 
the deity of that divine faith, which was (as Cato in 
his speech informs us) set up by our fathers in the Ca- 
pitol itself, even next to the statue of the great god 
JTupiter. But, secondly, they tell us, supposing Ju- 
piter had been aibgry with liegulus, he jKgtild not have 
brought any evil on him greater than^hat Regulus 
brought on him^f. This, 1 confess, would be very 
true, if there were no other evil but pain : but that 
is so far from being the greatest evil, as that it is not 
so much as any evil at all, if we may credit some of 
the chief philosophers; among whom, I pray you, kt 
Regulus be counted of no small authority, if I may not 
rather say of the greatest and roost weighty ; for whtlt 
greater testimony can any one desire, than that of a 
principal man among the Romans, who, rather than be 
wantyig in any point of his duty, chose to undergo the 
most exquisite torment ? * But of two evils,’ say they, 

* always choose the least that is, in plain words, 
rather be a rogue than undergo any calamity. Can 
any calamity then be greater than that of baseness and 
injustice ? For if even the filth and deformity of the 
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body be loathsome and oflfeiisive ; how much more so 
must that of the mind needs be, when it is covered and 
polluted with shame and^ishoncsty ? Those philoso- 
phers, therefore, who mcourse of these things with 
most closeness and severity, venture boldly to affirm 
that nothing is efil but^Mt is dishonest ; and even 
those who do it more loraify, yet always acknovvlege 
that it is the greatest of all evils. That saying of t^c 
poet indeed is good, ‘ I neither am nor have been tied 
by oath to a treacherous deceiver but it is therefore 
so, because when Atreus was brought on the stage, he 
was to make him speak that which was suitable to his 
character : but if once they begin to lay clown this for 
a ma?^im; that faith, when given to thosjfif who are 
treacherous, is not to be kept ; — they had best have a 
care that this be not made a refuge and* cover for per- 
jury. As for his oaths being made to an enemy ; even 
war itself has laws that belong to it ; ,^d faith, except 
in some very few cases, is always to lUS^ept, even with 
our greatesflllversaries : for whatever you swear, for 
example, in such a manner, as tha| your conscience 
tells you it ought to be done, you are bound most in- 
violably to perform it ; but where it is otherwise, you 
do not lie under any such obligation ; and are not per- 
jured, though you should not perform it. Suppose, 
for instance, you bad sw’orn to a pirate that you would 
pay him such a sum if he would spare your life ; it 
would not be perjury, though you should not pay it 
him : for a pirate is by no means a lawful adversary, 
but rather a common pest and enemy of mankii^ ; so 
that no one is obliged to keep his faith or oath with 
him : for to swear to a thing, and yet not perform it, 
is not immediately to forswear oneself; but then a 
imm is properly said to be perjured, when he swears, 
on his conscience, (as our ferm runs) to do such and 
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such llniigs, and yet does not do them : for that of 
Euripides may be said in some oases to be very good, — 
* My tongue indeed swore, kut my conscience did not 
assent.' But had Begulus, nKiis case, done any thing 
contfary to the laws and conditions that are kept be- 
tween enemies, it bad b($£j^ downf^ht perjury: for 
the Carthaginians, with w4®m he had then to do, were 
a lawful adversary, between whom* and us llicre is all 
the fecial, and sev eral other laws that arts’ common to 
nations : for had it been otherwise, it is certain the 
senate would never have delivered up some eminent 
persons in chains to their enemies. 

Examples*^' sovorul eminent Jloinans given up to the enemy 

— Answer to the rest of the arguments brought against 

Begulus, 

XXX. Lucius Veturiiis and Sp, Postiimius in their 
second consulships were delivered to their enemies, 
the Samnites ; Realise, being beaten passage of 

Caudium, and the legions being disaiwd and sent 
away vvith disgrace, they had concluded a peace with- 
out any orders from the senate or people: T, Nuniicius 
and Q. Majlius, who were tribunes of the people at the 
same time, because by tlieir authority the peace was 
concluded, were likewise delivered, that so we might 
be freed from any obligation of keeping it : and all 
this was done on the proposal and advice of Postuinius 
himself, who was the person delivered. The case of 
Mancinus, a great many years after, was exactly the 
same^who having, without any orders from the senate, 
made an alliance with Numantia, was the first man 
that spoke for that bill in the senate-house, which by 
L. Furius and 8ext. Aiilius was carried to the peopla ; 
and which they agreeing to, he was delivered vto toe 
CIC. VOL. III. o 
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enemy. He did more honestly than Sext. PompeiuSi 
who being concerned in the same sort of crime, made in- 
terest to be excused froiu.^undergoing the same punish- 
ment, and by that meaftl escaped it. This man now 
let the appearance of profit prevail over honesty ; but 
in all the others|^|pientiupedy the authority of honesty 
easily carried it from the pretended profit. But to go 
on with Regnlus : another thing urged by his adver- 
saries is thl#; that he should not have performed what 
was forcibly put on him. As though a man of courage 
could be wrought on by force ! ‘ But why/ say they, 

* did he go at all to the senate, being resolved to dis- 
suade the delivery of the captives V This is to blame 
him for that, which particulefirly deserves commenda- 
tion. He would not depend on his own judgment; 
but pleading for that which he thought most expedient, 
left it to be determined by the judgment of the senate : 
and had it not been for his counsel jn the case, the 
prisoners had surely been sent again lo Carthage, and 
he remained Ae in his native country : but this he con- 
cluded would be prejudicial to the public, and there- 
fore esteemed it to be no more than his duty to speak 
what he thought, and endure what might come of it. 
Lastly, they add, that whatever makes highly for one’s 
profit and advantage, thereby becomes honest. 1 an- 
swer, that it may indeed antecedently be such, but 
can never thereby become such : for nothing is profit- 
able but what is honest ; and things do not become ho- 
nest by their first being profitable, but become profit- 
able by their first being honest. 1 conclude, thei^fore, 
that of all those great and wonderful examples, which 
might easily be brought on this subject, it will be 
hard to find any more illustrious and commendable 
than tMs of Regulus* 
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I’he sacredness of an oath, among the ancient Jlomuns, illus- 
trutcd by the examples of Pomponius and Manlius. 

XXXI. But the only tbin||^that deserves our admi- 
rathyi in all this glorious conduct of Kegulus, is his 
persuading the senate not to restore the captives : as 
for his returning again to CarthagCf it is true we ad- 
mire it in our days, but at those times he could not 
have possibly avoided it. The age, I thi^, therefore 
should rather be commended for that, tnan the man : 
for there is nothing of which our ancestors took greater 
care, than that the obligation of an oath should be al- 
ways held as most sacred and inviolable. This appears 
plainly from the Twelve Tables ; it appears from those 
laws which are called Sacred; it appears from the 
strict observation of leagues, by which we are obliged 
to keep faith even with enemies ; and, lastly, it ap- 
pears f^rom the punishments and penalties which have 
been inflicted by the censors ; who in no one thing 
have been moili severe, than in punisyng those who 
have transgressed tlieir oaths. M. Pora^onius, a tri- 
bune of the people, once entered an action against L. 
Manlius, the son of Aulus, who had been dictator, for 
holding that oflice somewhat longer than he should 
have done ; and amongst other things, brought in this 
too against him, that he kept bis son Titus, who was 
afterwards Torquatus, from conversation with the 
world, and had strictly charged him to live solitary in 
the country. As soon as the son heard his father was in 
trouble about this business, he is reported immediately 
to have set out for Rome, and come early in the morn- 
ing to Pomponius’ house. Pomponius was no sooner 
told of his coming, hut he got up immediately, and 
thinking the youth, out of anger, had brought some 
complaint against his father, commanded all others to 
depart the room, and him alone to be brought in to 
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him. As soon as the young man had got into the 
room, he drew liis sword, and swore he would imme- 
diately kill Pomponius, unless he would promise him 
on oatli to meddle with his father no farther, Popipo- 
Jiius, out of sudden apprehension of the danger, did 
swear to him accJSrdingly, and discharged his father 
from any more trouble ; having first reported the mat- 
ter to the ng^ple, and told them why he was forced to 
let fall his Sciion. Thus strict and conscientious were 
people, at those times, in observing their oaths. And 
this Titus Manlius is that very person, who being 
afterwards challenged by a mighty Gaul, killed him in 
a duel by the river Anien, and was surnamed Tor- 
quatus, from wearing a chain, which he took from his 
neck. The same man again, in his third consulship, 
]uit to flight and defeated the Latins near Veseris. He 
was indeed a very great and extraordinary person ; 
who, as he showed his love in this case to his father, 
so he was unnaturally cruel to his son. 

'fht? severity of the Homans against breakers of oaths— Fraud 
not sufficient to excuse a perjury— The conclusion of this 
head. 

XXXII. But as Regulus did well in performing his 
oath, so those ten who, after the battle of Cannte, w^ere 
by Hannibal sent to the Homan senate, on oath of re- 
turning to the Carthaginian camp if they could not 
obtain an exchange of prisoners, did ill if they did not 
return accordingly: concerning whom writers have 
diflered in their relations. Polybius, an author of 
very good credit, informs iis, ten persons of consider- 
able quality were sent to the senate ; and that nine of 
them djd honestly return to the camp, not having been 
able tb' Obtain what they went about; but the tenth 
stayed behind, and remained at Rome. This man, as 
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£0011 as he was out of the Cfiinp, pretending he had 
forgot to take something along with him, went back 
thither again ; as thinking his returning under such a 
color was a very siiilicient performance of his oath : 
hut certainly he was mistaken ; for cunning is so far 
from excusing a perjury, that it aggfravates it rather, 
and makes it the more criminal. This therefore was 
no more than a foolish piece of craftiness, impudently 
pretending to pass for prudence : wherefdlfe the senate 
took care to order that my crafty gentleman should be 
sent back in fetters again to Hannibal, lint the most 
glorious action of the senate was this : Hannibal had 
eight thousand of our soldiers his prisoners ; not' such 
as had either been taken in battle, or had fled from 
any iuirnincnt danger of their lives, but were left in 
the camp by Paulus and Varro, the two consuls. The 
senate decreed tliat these should not be ransomed, 
though it might have been done with a small sum of 
money ; for no other end but to let our soldiers see, 
that either they must resolve to conquer or die: on the 
news of which, as the same author tells us, Hannibal 
presently began to be disheartened, when he saw that 
the senate and people of Rome had so great resolution 
even in the midst of their misfortunes. Thus, we see, 
honesty gets the better in the comparison against that 
which has only the appearance of profit. But Acilius, 
who has written a history in Greek, says, more of 
them returned under this pretence to the camp, hoping 
by such a trick to get quit of their oaths ; and that 
they were all of them branded with shame and disho- 
nor by the censors for so doing. But let us now put 
an end to this third bead ; since, from wliat has been 
said, it is apparently manifest, that whatever is con- 
trary to the virtue of fortitude, that is to say, whatever 
is done with a timorous, mean, disheartened, abject 
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spirit, can never be really and truly profitable, becanse 
it is wicked, disgraceful, and odious : and such would 
this action of Kegiilus have been, had he either, in de- 
livering his sense about the captives, spoken wha{ was 
for his of^n, not the public security, or afterwards 
chosen to remain at home, instead of returning to fulfil 
liis oath. 


Nothing contrary to temperance can ho truly profitable — Plea- 
sure opposite to honesSf — ^I'he absurdity of those who would 
hare happiness to consist in both — A short recapitulation 
. of this last book — Conclusion, by way of exhortation to his 
son. 

XXXIII. We have now finished our third head : 
the fourth and last remains only, which contains in it 
decency, modesty, moderation, continence, and tempe- 
rance. And can any thing be profitable that is oppo- 
site to a train of such excellent virtues ? There hath 
been however a sect of philosophers, scholars of Ari- 
stippus, who were called Cyrenaics ; and others, who 
had the name of Annicerians given them, that affirm 
all good to consist in pleasure, and count virtue itself 
therefore only desirable, because of some pleasure 
which it brings along with it. But these being now 
almost worn out of date, Epicurus is mightily come 
into yogue,^e great supporter, and, as it were, second 
founder of the same opinions. With these we must 
fight, as they say, with might and main, if ever we 
think of supporting the Cause, and maintaining the in- 
terest of virtue and honesty: for if what Metrodorus 
has written pass for truth, that whatever can truly he 
called our profit, nay, all the welfare and happiness of 
life, consists in a firm constitution of body, and a well- 
grounded hope of its lasting continuance ; it is certain, 
this profit, nay, this sovereign profit, (for such they 
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account it,) must sometimes be set in opposition to 
honesty. For what, in the first place, will be the office 
of prudence ? only to cater and look about for plea- 
sure ? How miserable a case is that virtue in, which 
is tSus made a servant and pander to plea|pre ! But 
what shall be her business in this office ! to taste and 
distinguish ingeniously betwixt pleasures ? Supposing 
this to be a pleasant business, it is certainly the most 
scandalous that could ever have been “thought on. 
Again, can he that makes pi^ be the greatest evil 
have ever such a virtue as fortitude in him, the very 
nature of which consists wholly in despising of pains 
and difficulties ? I know, Epicurus on several occa- 
sions, and this in particular, speaks very courageously 
ns to the matter of pain ; but we must not consider so 
much what is said, as what ought to be said by a ma4i 
of his principles, who makes pleasure and pain to be 
the ultimate bounds of man's happiness and misery. 
So again, if you would hear him about continence and 
temperance, he tells you abundance of extraordinary 
things iu a great many places ; but ho is gravelled, (as 
we speak,) and can never be able to acquit himself 
handsomely : for with what face of reason can he com- 
mend temperance, who places his happiness in the en- 
joyment of pleasures; when the sensual appetite fol- 
lows after pleasures, and it is the business of tempe- 
rance to correct that appetite? But still they endeavor, 
in each of these virtues, to bring themselves off by one 
little shift or other: thus prudence is admitted, and 
defined to be the skill of supplying us with pleasures, 
and defending us from pains : and they make out for- 
titude as well as they can, by saying it consists in 
despising death and enduring torments : they do bring 
in a sort of temperance too, though not without a great 
deal of straining and difficulty; but, however, they 
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make a shift, after some fashion, by saying-, they count 
it the greatest pleasure, if they can but be exempt from 
pain and uneasiness. Thus these three virtues stand 
up pretty well ; but Justice, the fourth, totters mightily 
with themgpr rather indeed is quite fallen to the ground, 
with all those duties which relate to the maintenance 
of human society : for what kindness, liberality, affa- 
bility, or friendship, can there be amongst those, who 
desire these virtues not purely for themselves, but 
only in relation to thttr pleasure or advantao^c? To 
make short, then, I snail only say, that as I have 
shown before, that nothing can be profitable which is 
contrary to honesty, so now I do affirm, that pleasure 
in general is contrary to honesty ; I the more blame 
therefore Dinomachus and Callipho, who thought this 
(dispute might be brought to an issue, if they joined 
both pleasure and virtue together, like a man and a 
beast, as it were, in the same yoke : for virtue can 
never admit of this conjunction, but abhors and dis- 
dains it; nor can ever the sovereign good qnd evil, 
which must be one single and simple thing, be made 
up and compounded of such different principles, lint 
of this, which is a thing of the greatest moment, 1 have 
written at larg\e^in another work let us now return to 
our present subject. What has been said in this last 
book, I hope, is enough to let any one see how it is 
his duty to determine his choice, if that which seems 
useful and expedient for him should come into compe- 
tition with that which is honest : but if it should be 
said, that even pleasure carries with it the appearance 
of profit, let it also be considered, that it never can be 
brought to an agreement with honesty : for the most 
that caV possibly be said for pleasure, (that we may 

1 Iq his treatise * On the End of Good and EviU* 



OFFICES. — BOOK III. 


217 


not seem wholly to exclude it,) is, that it serves by 
way of sauce to give a relish to things, but has no true 
profit or advantage in itself. 

T^is is the present, dear son Marcus, that your fa- 
ther sends you, and in niy opinion it is ai|rery good 
one ; but that will depend on the use you shall make 
of it : however, entertain, among Cratippus* lectures, 
these three books, and siiow them at least the civility 
due to strangers. Had it been my fortune to have 
come to Alliens, (which had 8ui|^y been done, if I had 
not been recalled by the cries of my country,) you 
might then perhaps sometimes have heard my lectures: 
however, since now, in perusing these sheets, you will 
ha\e iny voice, as it were, by proxy, pray, bestow on 
tiiem as much time as you can, and I am sure you can 
as much as you please. When I hear you take a plea^ 
sure in this sort of studies, it will delight me to talk 
to you (which I hope may be speedily) face to face ; 
or, however, to write to you, though at never so great 
a distance. In the mean time, adieu, my dear Cicero ; 
and assure yourself, that though no one in the world 
is more dear to me than you are, yet you will here- 
after be much more so, if I find you take delight in 
such writings and instructions. 
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To Titus Pomponius Atticus* 

Ah ! could my numbers charm thy anxious breast, 

And lull the sorrows of thy soul to rest ; 

Wouldst thou not deem the poet’s lenient lay 
I\lor« worth than sums of countless gold could pay ! 

For well may I address you, my friend, in those lines 
of the honest bard, 

Far h*ss for wealth than probity renown VI, 
with which he opens his poem inscribed to Flamininus. 
1 am sensible at the same time that when the poet 
adds. 

Each rising sun beholds thy ceaseless 
And night reiuwiirig brings thee no reli* 

1)0 holds a language by no means applicable to you. 
I perfectly well know the moderation and equanimity 
yoilpossess ; and that you have derived from Athens, 
not only an honorable addition to your name, but that 
calm and philosophic spirit which so peculiarly distin- 
guishes yourj^haracter. Nevertheless, I have reason 
to believe that the present unpleasing posture of pub- 
lic affairs ^sometimes interr^ts your tranquillity of 
mind, as it ||;equently, I coo As, discomposes my own. 
But it is not lioy present purpose to offer you any conso- 
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lation on that subject the case requires a very powerful 
application : ari^I will reserve what I have to say on 
it to some fqti^ 0 {Wortunity. My design at this time 
is only to coi^tlt^^te to you a few reflections con< 
cerning old a|^;gjne infirmities whereof we are now 
beginning to rm; or at least are advancing fast to- 
wards t|iem : and 1 am desirous of rendering the bur- 
den as easy as posi^ble both to you and to myself. 1 
am well convinced indeed that as yo^have hitherto 
borne its weight, so you will continue to support its 
increasing pressure, with the same good s(^se and 
composure of mind which you have so happily disco- 
vered on every other important occasion. However, 
havipg resolved to publish some reflections on the sub- 
ject, 1 determined to address them to you, who have a 
peculiar claim to this pledge of my affection : and it 
is a present to which we may both of us have recourse 
with equal advantage. For myself, at least, the con- 
siderations I now lay before you have had so happy an 
effect on my own mind, as not only to reconcile me to 
all the inconveniences of old age, but to render it even 
an agreeable state |p me. 

Can we sufiiciently then express our sense of tlie 
obligations to Philosophy, who thus instructs 

her disciples ^ow to pass through every successive 
period of human life, wiUi equal satisfaction and com- 
placency ? The advantages to be derived from her pre- 
cepts, in other important situations, is a topic on which 
1 have frequently had occasion to expatiate ; and shall 
often perhaps resume : but, in the papers 1 now send 
you, my purpose is to consider those R^vj||tages with 
respect only to our declining years^, Va have put 
these reflections into th^mouth of an imafinary cha- 
racter, ni|e the Tithonurof Aristo, woult^have made 
but little Impression on the reader : in order therefore 
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to give them the greater force, J^jhave represented 
them as delivered by the venerable To this end 

I have introduced Scipio and Lcehu8,'«|^ expressing to 
him their admiration of the wond^paljCjf^e with which 
he jiupported his old age : and this occasion 

to enter into a full explanation of his wks on the sub* 
ject. If you should think that he discovers, in this 
conversation, a richer vein of literature than appears 
in his own cc^positions ; you must impute it to the 
acquaintance 1^ afterwards made with the Greek au- 
thors, whose language and philosophy, it is well 
known, he passiona|ply studied in the latter end of his 
long life. 1 have only to add, that in delivering the 
sentiments of Cato, I desire to be understood as fully 
declaring my own. 

Scipio, I have frequently, Cato, joined with our 
friend Lselius, in admiring that consummate wisdom 
and virtue, which on all occasions so eminently dis- 
tinguishes your character; but, particularly, in that 
singular ease and cheerfulness with which you seem to 
bear up, under those years, which age pressing on you. 
1 could never observe that they are attended with the 
least inconvenience to you : whereas UdS generality of 
men, at your time of life, usually com^aiii of old age 
as the heaviest and roost insupportable of burdens. 

Cato. There is nothing, my friends, in the circum- 
stai)pe you have remarked, that can justly, I think, 
deserve your admiration. Those, indeed, who have no 
internal resource of happiness, will find themselves 
uneasy in . w i Mp nitage of human life: but to him who 
is accustofpjB^ derive 4ill his felicity from within 
himself, will appear as a real evil, into which 

he is condi^te*d by the comim>n and regular course of 
nature. Now this is peculiarly the case with respect 
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to old age : ^et ^uch is the inconsistency of human 
folly, tha^ the vf ry pdl'iod, which at a distance is every 
man’s w^^^st wish to attain, no sooner arrives, than 
it is equally the object of his lamentations. It is usual, 
with men, at this season of life, to complain that old 
age has stoleh on them by surprise, and much sooner 
than they expected : but if they were deceived by 
their own false calculations, must not the blame rest 
wholly on thcmsel^s ? for, in the firat|place, old age, 
surely, does not gain by swifter and TOore impercept- 
ible steps on manhood, than manhood advances on 
youth ; and, in the next, in whi^ respect would age 
have sat less heavily on them, had its progress been 
much slower ; and, instead of making its visit at four- 


score yc$ra, it had not reached them till four hundred ? 
fir the years that are elapsed, how numerous soever 
they may have been, can by no means console a weak 
and frivolous mind under the usual consequences of 
long life. If I have any claim, therefore, to that wis- 
dom which you tell me, my friends, you have often 
admired in ray character (and which I can only wish » 
indeed were worthy of the opinion you entertain of it, 
and the appellation * the world has conferred on me), 
it consists whplly in thisi that I follow Nature as the 
surest guide, and resign myself, with an implicit obe- 
dience, to all her sacred ordinances. Now it cannot 
be supposed that Nature, after having wisely distri- 
buted to all the preceding periods of life their pecu- 
liar and proper enjoyments, should have neglected. 


like an indolent poet, the last act of the human drama, 
and left it destitute of suitable Rdvmg||J||[^^ipverthe- 
Icss, it was impossible but that in IB^^Bf roan, as 

PriscufiT^ato 


't Cato’s proper name was Marcus Priscus " Cato being a 
rharshteMMic addition affixed to it by commoneconsent, from 
the old term Catus, which signifies * wise.* 
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in the fruits of the earth, ther^ sTihuld be a certain 
point of maturity, beyond which the inar]|^^f decay 
must necessarily appear; and to this Unavoidable 
conejition of his present being every wise and good 
man will submit with a contented and cheerful acqui> 
escence : for to entertain desires repugnant to the uni- 
versal law of our existence ; — what is it, iny friends, 
but to wage war, like the impioHi^ giants, with the 
gods themselvsiil 

LcbHus. You will confer then a very acceptable ser- 
vice on both of us, C^ato, (for I will venture to answer 
for my friend Scipi^as well as for myself,) if you will 
mark out to us, by what means we may most effectually 
be enabled to support the load of incumbent years : 
for although we are at present far distant from oM 
age ; we have . reason however to expect, at least to 
hope, that it is a period we shall live to attain. 

Cato, Most willingly, Laslius, I yield to your re- 
quest ; especially as you assure me that my compliance 
will be equally agreeable to both of you. 

' Scipio, Yes, my venerable friend ; like travellers 
who mean to take the same long journey you have gone 
before us, we should be glad (if it be not imposing too 
much trouble on you) that you would give us some ac- 
count of the advanced stage at which you are now 
arrived. 

Cato, I am ready, Scipio, to the best of roy power, 
to give you the information you desire. — And, indeed, 
I am the more qualified for the task you assign me, as 
I have alwawi^l^eably to the old proverb) associated 
much witfa^^l^ftiy own years. This has given me 
frequent cvHpBties of being acquainted with their 
grievauces'^md I particularly remember to have often 
heard Caiu9< Salinator, and ^purius Albinus (men of 
consular rank, «nd nearly of the same age as myself) 
CIC. VOL. III. p 
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bewail their condftion. The principal subject of their 
^oinplaftiHlllliras, in nie first place, that they were 
no longercapable of enjoying the sensual gratifica^;, 
tions, without which, in their estimation, life w^s of 
no value ; and in the next, that they found themselves 
neglected by those who had formerly paid their court 
to them with the greatest attention. But they im- 
puted their grievances, I think, to a wrong cause : for 
had they arisen merely from the circumstance of their 
age, they would have been common to myself, and to 
every other man of the same advanced years. But the 
fact is much otherwise ; and 1 iMte known many, at 
that period of life, who passed their time without the 
least refilling ; who neither regretted that they were 
released^from the dominion of their passions, nor bad 
riason to think themselves treated witl^ disrespect by 
any of their connexions. In fact, the #ue grievance, 
in all complaints of this kind, lies in the man, and not 
in the age. They, whose desires are properly regu- 
lated, and* who have nothing morose or petulant in 
their temper and manners, will find old age, to say the 
least of it, is a state very easily to be endured : wberdhs 
unsubdued passions, and a froward disposition, will 
equally embitter every season of human life. 

ZaL Your observations, Cato, are undoubtedly just. 


Yet some, perhaps, may be apt to say, that your ample 
possessions, together with the power and influence of 
your rank and character, have very much contributed 
to soften the inconveniences of old age, and render it 


piord than usually easy to you; but {that these are 
advantages which canuot possibly jt ^ fe^he lot of 
many. 

^ato, I must acknowlege that the circudistances you 


mention hnve some beneficial influencsT; but I can by no 


means admit that the whole depends on them. When 
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ft certain native of the paltry i||and of heriphos told 
Theniistocles, in ftn altercation which ar4|lj^ between 
Jhem, that he was indebted for the lustre of his fame, 
not jo the intrinsic splendor of his actions, but to the 
country in which he had the good fortune to be born ; 

‘ It may be so,' replied the Athenian general; ‘ for if 
I had received my birth at Seriphos, 1 could have had 
no opportunity of producing my talents: but give me 
leave to tell you, that yours would never have made a 
figure, though you had been born in Athens.' The same 
sentiment is justly ^plicable to the case in question : 
for although it muiPbe confessed that old age, under 
the pressure of extreme indigence, cannot possibly 
prove an easy state, not even, to a wise andl virtuous 
mind ; yet without those essential qualitief it mu^t 
necessarily pi^ve the reverse, although it should be 
accompanied with every external advantage. Jjelieve 
me, my young friends, the best and surest guard against 
the inconveniences of old age, is to cultivate in each 
preceding period the principles of moral science, and 
uniformly to exercise those virtues it prescribes. The 
£^d seeds, which you shall thus have sown in the 
former seasons of life, will, in the winter of your days, 
be wonderfully productive of the noblest and most 
valuable fruit ; valuable, not only as a possession which 
uHll remain with you even to your latest moments 
(though indeed that circumstance alone is a very con- 
siderable recommendation); but also as a conscious 
retrospect on a long life, marked with an uninterrupted 
series of laudable and beneficent actions, affords a per- 
petual soure^f the sweetest and most exquisite satis- 
faction. . , * , 

When 1 was very young, I conceived as strongman 
affection for Quintus Maximus, the celebrated general 
who recovered Tarentum, as if we had been of equal 
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years. There was a dignity in the deportment of this 
excellent old man, which was tempted with singular 
politeness and affability of manners ; and time had 
wrought no sort of alteration in his amiable qualities. 
He was not, it is true, at a time of life which could 
properly be called infirm age, when I first began to 
cultivate his friendship ; but he was certainly, however, 
advanced in years ; for I was not born till the year 
before his first consulate. In his fourth, I served, a 
very .young man, in the army he commanded at Capua ; 
and five years afterwards I was his^^iicstor at Tarenturo. 
From that post I succeeded to the edileship ; and four 
years after, in the consulate of Tuditamis and Cetbegus, 
I was chosen pretor. It was at this period that, by the 
j^vice and eloquence of my venerable friend, who was 
now become extremely old, the Cinciar^^ law concern- 
ing donatives was enacted. This great man led our 
troops to battle, in his old age, with as much spirit as 
if he had been in the prime and vigor of life ; and when 
Hannibal, with all the gaiety of a youthful conqueror, 
was exulting in the success of his arms, he gave a 
check to his victories by a cool and patient perse- 
verance in avoiding a general engagement. It is to 
this part of his judicious, conduct that those famous 
lines of my friend Ennius allude ; 

’Twas his to save the state by wise delay, 

Regardless what the censuring world might say. 

I'ime proves the merit of the glorious deed. 

His fame still rising as the years succeed. 

How wonderful was the judgment he displayed, and 
the vigilance he exerted, iti retaking the city of Ta- 
rentum ! I remember when Salinator (who, after having 
been driven by the besiegers from the city, retired to 
the citadel) was boasting to Maximus, in roy presence, 
that it was by his means he regained possession of the 
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town : ‘ Very true/ replied Maximus, with a smile ; 
‘ for if you had not lost it, I certainly could never 
have recovered it.^ Nor were his spirit and abilities 
more conspicuous as a soldier than’ a statesman. In 
his Second consulship, when C. Flamiiiius, in direct 
opposition to the authority of the senate, was dividing 
among the soldiers the conquered lands in tlie pro- 
vinces of Gaul and Picentia, he had the courage singly, 
and unsupported by his colleague Carvilius, to with- 
stand, as far ns it was possible, the popular measures 
of that factious tribune : and even when he was augur, 
he had the honest |)oldness, on a particular occasion, 
openly to declare that every omen ought to be con- 
sidered as favorable or inauspicious, as the interest of 
the state determined. 

But there is no trait among the many shining quali- 
ties which adbrned this great rnar/s character that 1 
observed with warmer admiration, than the fortitude 
with which he supported the death of his illustrious 
son. The funeral oration he pronounced on that af- 
fecting occasion is in every body's hands : and which 
of the philosophers, 1 will venture to ask, does not 
sink in our esteem, after the perusing of this admirable 
performance ? The truth is, it wus not solely in the 
conspicuous paths of the world, and when he w as acting 
in the public view, that this excellent man was truly 
great : he appeared still greater in the private and do- 
mestic scenes of life. How pleasing and instructive 
was his conversation ! how profound his knowlege of 
antiquity ! how deep his skill in the laws and institu- 
tions concerning augury! To which I may add, tJjat 
he was better acquainted with Grecian literature than 
is usual for a Roman, His memory too was 
markably faithful, that there was not a single event of 
any note that had happened in the wars, either with 
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our neipfhbors in Italy, or with the more distant na- 
tions, with which he was not perfectly well acquainted. 
In short, from my first connexion with him, I as eagerly 
embraced every opportunity of enjoying his society, as 
if I had then presaged, what the event has verified, 
that after his death I should never again meet with so 
wise and informing a companion. 

I have entered thus minutely into the character and 
conduct of Maximus, in order to convince you that it 
w^ould be an affront to virtue to suppose that old age, 
to a man endowed with such principles and disposi- 
tions, could possibly have been a state of infelicity. It 
must be acknowleged, at the same time, that it is not 
ill every one’s power to be a Maximus or a Scrpjb ; to 
enliven the gloom of declining years by the animating 
recollection of the towns he has taken, the battles he 
has won, and the triumphs that have honored his suc- 
cessful arms. But it is not the great and splendid 
actions of the hero or the statesman alone that lead to 
an easy and agreeable old age : that season of life may 
prove equally placid and serene to him who hath passed 
all his days in the silent and retired paths of elegant 
and learned leisure. Of this kind, we are told, was 
the old age of Plato, who continued to employ himself 
with great satisfaction in his philosophical studies till 
death put an end to them in his eighty-first year ; such 
too was that of Isocrates, who is said to have composed 
his famous discourse, intitled Panathenaicus, in the 
ninety-fourth year of his age : and his death did not 
happen till five years afterwards. His preceptor, Leon* 
tinus Gorgias, lived to complete his one hundred and 
seventh year, continuing his studies with undiminished 
spi»^ and application to his last moments. This cele- 
brated veteran being asked, why he did not put an end 
to such a tedious length of life Because/ said be^ 
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‘ I find no reasoq^ to complain of old age an answer 
truly noble, and altogether worthy of a philosopher ! 
They, whose conduct has not been governed by tlu‘ 
principles of wisdom and virtue, are apt to impute to 
old tige those infirmities, for which their former irregu- 
larities are alone accountable. Far diiferent were the 
sentiments of Ennius, whom I just now had occasion to 
quote : he compares his declining years to those of a 
generous steed. 

Who victor oft in fumed Olympia’s fields, 

To sweet repose his age-worn members yields. 

You are not loo young, niy friend, to remember the 
person of this veteran poet; for his death liappened so 
Iut(' a| the consulate of Caipio and i^hilippus, which is 
not more than nineteen years ago ; and let me observe, 
by the way, notwithstanding I was at that time full 
sixty-five years of age, I spoke in defence of the Vo- 
eonian law with great exertion of voice and vehemence 
of action. But I was going to remark, that this vene- 
rable bard, who lived to seventy, bore up under age 
and indigence with such wonderful cheerfulness and 
good humor, that one would almost have imagined he 
derived even a satisfaction from tliose circumstances 
which t^e generality of mankind look on, of all others, 
as the most dispiriting and oppressive. 

When I consider the several causes which are usually 
supposed to constitute the infelicity of old |ige, they 
may be reduced, I think, under four general articles. 
It is alleged that it incapacitates a man for acting in 
the afiairs of the world ; that it produces great infirmi- 
ties of body ; that it disqualifies him for the enjoyment 
of the sensual gratifications ; and that it brings him 
within the immediate verge of death. Let us, th^e- 
fore, if you please, examine the force and validity of 
each of these particular charges. 
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01(1 age, it seems, disqualifies us^ fi^om taking an 
active part in the great scenes of business. But in 
what scenes? let me ask : if in those which require the 
strength and vivacity of youth, I readily admit the 
charge : but are there no other ; none which are pjcu- 
liarly appropriated to the evening of life ; and which, 
being executed by the powers of the mind, are per- 
fectly consistent with a less vigorous state of^body? 
Bid Quintus Maximus, then, pass the latter end of his 
long life in total inactivity? Tell me, Scipio, was your 
father, and my son\s father-in-law, the excellent Lu- 
cius Paulus ; were (he Fabricii, (he Curii,*^ and the 
Coruncanii, utterly bereaved of all useful energy, 
when they supported the interests of the rcpuljlic by 
the wisdom of their counsels, and the influence of their 
respectable authority ? Appius Claudius was not only 
old, but blind, when he remonstrated in the senate, 
with so much force and spirit, against concluding a 
pq^ice with Pyrrhus ; to which the majority of the 
members appeared strongly inclined : and on this oc- 
casion it was tlnat he broke forth into those animated 
expostulations which Ennius has introduced into his 
poem : — 

Shall folly now that honor’d council sway, 

Where sacred wisdom wont to point the way^ 

together with the rest of those spirited lines, with 
which you are no doubt well acquainted. This cele- 
brated harangue, which is still extant, Appius de- 
livered seventeen years after his second consulate, be- 
tween which and bis first there was an interval of ten 
years ; and prior to both, he bad exercised the office of 
censor. It is evident therefore that he must have been 
av^ry old man at the time of the Pyrrhic war; and 
indeed the tradition received from our forefathers has 
always represented him as such. 
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It appears, tli^efore, that nothing can be more void 
of foundation than to assert that old age necessarily 
disqualifies a man for the great affairs of the world. 
As well might it be affirmed that the pilot is totally 
useK3ss and unengaged in the business of the ship, be> 
cause, while flic rest of the crew are more actively em- 
ployed in their respective departments, he sits quietly 
at the’iielm, and directs its motions. If in the great 
scenes of business, an old man cannot perform a part 
which requires the force and energy of vigorous years, 
he can fCct however in a nobler and more important 
character. It is not by exertions of corporeal strength 
and activity that the momentous affairs of state are 
conducted ; it is by cool deliberation, by prudent 
counsel, and by that authoritative influence whiidi ever 
attends on public esteem ; — qualifications wliich are so 
far from being impaired, that they are usually strength- 
ened and improved hy increase of years. And in this 
opinion, my noble friends, I am persuaded 1 shall have 
your concurrence ; unless, peradvenfure, you look on 
me as a useless and idle member of the commonwealth, 
because after having regularly passed* through the 
several gradations of military service, from the private 
soldier to the commander-in-chief, and been concerned 
in each*of those capacities in a variety of engagements, 
both by sea and land, I now no longer lead forth our 
armies to battle : but if I forbear to enter personally 
into the fatigues of war, I represent to the senate its 
most proper object, and point out in what manner the 
operations may best be carried on. In short, I am 
perpetually urging the expediency of declaring war 
against the Carthaginians, in order to anticipate them 
in those hostilities which they have long been medi- 
tating against us : as in truth I shall never cease to be 
apprehensive of that commonwealth, till it shall no 
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longer have any existence. And may the glory of ex- 
tirpating that insidious slate be reserved, Scipio, for 
your arms ; that you may have the honor of accom- 
plishing tlK^ great work which your illustrious ancestor 
so happily began ! Thirty-tliree years have now elapsed 
since the death of that great man ; but his virtues are 
still fresh in the minds of liis fellow-cilizcns, and will 
be had in honorable remembrance throughout all gene- 
rations. His death happened tho year before I was 
elected censor, and nine years after his second consu- 
late; in which ofiice he was chosen my colleague. But 
had the life of this excellent man been extended even 
through a whole century, can it be imagined that ho 
would have considered the closing period of suqJi ho- 
norable days as a state to be regretted ? For it was 
not agility in the robust and manly exercises, or skill 
and prowess in the management of arms ; it was his 
judgment, his counsel, and his authority alone, which 
he would then have had occasion to display. If abili- 
ties of this latter kind were not the peculiar attributes 
of old age, our wise ancestors would not, surely, have 
distiiiguished^he supreme council of the state by the 
appellation of Senate. The Lacedaemonians, for the 
same reason, give to the first magistrates in tlieir com- 
monwealth tiie title of Elders: and in fact tliey are 
always chosen out of that class of men. 

If you look into the history of foreign nations, you 
will find frequent instances of florisbing communities, 
which, after having been well-nigh ruined by the im- 
petuous measures of young and inexperienced states- 
men, have been restored to their former glory by the . 
prudent administration of more discreet years. * Tell 
fne,’ says one of the personages in that dramatic piece 
of NsBvius, called the School, addressing himself to a 
citizen of a certain republic, * tell me whence it hap* 
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pened that so considerable a state as yours lias thus 
suddenly fallen to decay?* The person qnestionexl 
assigned several reasons ; but the principal is« that a 
swarm of rash, unpractised, young orators had un- 
happily broke forth, and taken the lead among them. 
Temerity, indeed, is the usual characteristic of youth, 
as prudence is of old age. 

But it is farther urged, that old age impairs the me- 
mory. This eflVct, I confess, it may probably have on 
those memories which were originally infirm, or wliose 
native vigor has not been preserved by a proper ex- 
ercise : but is there any reason to suppose that The- 
mistocles, who had so strong a memory, that he knew 
the name of every citizen in the commonwealth, lost 
this retentive power as his years increased, and ad- 
dressed Aristides, for instance, by the appellation of 
Lysimachus ? For my own part, I still perfectly well 
recollect the names, not only of all our principal citi- 
zens now living, but of their ancestors also : and lam 
80 little apprehensive of injuring this faculty, (as is 
vulgarly believcHl) by the perusing of sepulchral in- 
s<;riptions, that, on the contrary, I find th^ of singular 
service in recalling to my mind those persons whom 
death has long since removed from the world. In fact, 

I never yet heard of any veteran whose memory was 
so weakened by time, as to forget wdiere be had con- 
cealed his treasure. The aged indeed seem to be at 
no loss in remembering whatever is the principal ob-' 
ject of their attention ; and few there are at that pe- 
riod of life who cannot readily call to mind what re- 
cognisances they have entered into, or with whom they 
have had any pecuniary transactions. Innumerable 
instances of a strong memory in advanced years might 
be produced from among our celebrated lawyers, pon- 
tiffs, augurs, and philosophers ; for the faculties of the 
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mind will preserve their powers in old age, unless they 
are sufTered to lose their energy and become languid 
for want of due cultivation. And the truth of this ob- 
servation may be confirmed, not only by those ex- 
amples I have mentioned from the more active’ and 
splendid stations of the world, but from instances 
equally frequent to be met with in the paths of stu- 
dious and retired life. Sophocles continued in ex- 
treme old age to write tragedies. As he seemed to 
neglect his family affairs whilst he was wholly intent 
on his dramatic compositions, his sons instituted a suit 
against him in a court of judicature, suggesting that 
his understanding was impaired, and praying that he 
might be removed from the management of his estate, 
agreeably to a custom which prevails likevvise in our 
own country, where, if a father of a family by impru- 
dent conduct is ruining his fortunes, the magistrate 
ooininouly interp'oses, and takes the administration out 
of his hands. It is said that when the old bard ap- 
peared in court on this occasion he desired tluit he 
might be permitted to read a play which he had lately 
finished, and^which he then held in his hand : it was 
his (Edipus in Colonos. His request being granted, 
after be had finished the recital, he appealed to the 
judges whether they could discover in his performance 
any symptoms of an insane mind ; and the result was, 
that the court unanimously dismissed the complainants' 
petition. Did length of days weaken the powers of 
Homer, Hesiod, or Simonides ; of Stesichorus, Iso- 
crates, or Gorgias? Did old age interrupt the studies 
of those first and most distinguished of tlie Greek phi- 
losophers, Pythagoras or Democritus, Plato or Xeno- 
erates ? or, to descend into later times, did gray hairs 
prove an obstacle to the philosophic pursuits of Zeno, 
Cleantbes, or that famous Stoic, whom you may 
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member to have seen in Rome, the venerable Dio- 
genes? On the contrary, did not each of these emi- 
nent persons persevere in their respective studies with 
unbjoken spirit, to the last moment of their extended 
lives ? 

But not to enter farther into the consideration of old 
age, in respect to the nobler and more exalted appli- 
cation of the human faculties, I could name among 
my friends and neighbors in the country several men 
far advanced in life, who employ themselves with so 
much industry and activity in the business of agricul- 
ture, that they never suffer any of the more important 
articles of their husbandry to be carried on, when they 
are not themselves present to supervise and direct the 
work. I will acknowlege at the same time, that these 
spirited labors of the persons 1 allude to, are not, per- 
haps, a matter of much wonder with, regard to those 
objects of tillage which are sown and reaped within the 
year ; as no man is so far advanced in age, as not to 
flatter himself that he may at least survive to enjoy 
the benefit of the next harvest. But those#ural veterans 
I am speaking of are occupied also in branches of hus- 
bandry, from w'hich they are sure that they themselves 
cannot possibly live to derive the least advantage : 

The future shade for times unborn they raise, 

as my friend Caecilius expresses it, in his play called 
The Youthful Companions. Agreeably to this gene- 
rous principle, the oldest husbandman when he is asked 
to what purpose he lays out his labors in the business 
of planting ; may well reply ; — ‘ In obedience to the 
immortal gods ; by whose bountiful providence, as I 
received these fields from my ancestors, so it is their 
will that I should deliver them down with improve- 
ment to posterity.' 
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The poel^s sentiment in the verse I just now re- 
peated, is far more just than in those lines he after- 
wards adds, — 

Severe the doom that length of days impose ! , 

To stand sad witness of uniiumber’d woes ; 

Ah ! had old age no other ills in store, 

Too well might man its dire approach deplore : 

for if long life may occasion our being the painful 
spectators of many calamities, which an earlier death 
would have concealed from our view, it may equally 
afford us the satisfaction of seeing many happy events, 
which could not otherwise have come within our no- 
tice ; not to mention that disagreeable scenes will un- 
avoidably occur to the young no less than to the old. 
But the observation of my dramatic friend is still more 
unwarrantable, when he farther declares, that, — 

Of all the ills which drooping eld await, 

’Tis sure the worst to stand the scorn or hate 
Of happier years. 

Why should he suppose that old age necessarily lays 
us open to a. mortification of this kind? As men of 
good sense in the evening of life are generally fond of 
associating with the younger part of the world, and, 
when they discover in them the marks of an amiable 
disposition, find a sort of alleviation of their infirmities 
in gaining their alfection and esteem ; — so, on the 
other hand, well-inclined young men think themselves 
equally happy to be conducted into the paths of know- 
lege and virtue by the guidance and instruction of ex- 
perienced age. For my own part at least, I have rea- 
son to believe that my company is not less acceptable 
to you, my youthful friends, than yours most assuredly 
is to me. 

. But to resume the particular point under considera- 
tion. It appears that old age is so far from being ne- 



CATO: OR, AN ESSAY ON OLD AGE. 239 

cessarily a state of languor and inactivity, that it gene- 
rally continues to exert itself in that sort of occupation 
which was the favorite object of its pursuit in more 
vigorous years. I will add, that instances might be 
produced of men, who in this period of life have suc- 
cessfully applied themselves even to the acquisition of 
some art or science, to which they were before intirely 
strangers. Thus Solon in one of his poems, written 
when he was advanced in years, glories that ‘ he 
learned something every day he lived and old as I 
myself am, it is but lately that I acquired a knowlege 
of the Greek language ; to which I applied with the 
more zeal and diligence, us 1 had long entertained an 
f earnest desire of becoming acquainted with the writ- 
ings and characters of those- excellent men, to whoso 
examples I have occasionally appealed in the course 
of our present conversation. Thus Socrates too, in his 
old age, learned to play on the lyre ; an art which the 
ancients did not deem unworthy of their application. 
If I have not followed the philosopher's example in 
this instance, (which indeed I very much regret,) I 
hiive spared however no pains to make myself master 
of the Greek language and learning. 

The next imputation thrown on old age is, that it 
impairs our strength : and it must be acknowleged the 
charge is not altogether without foundation. But, for 
my own part, I no more regret the want of that vigor 
which 1 possessed in ray youth than I lamented in my 
youth that 1 was not endowed with the force of a bull 
or an elephant. It is sufficient if we exert with spirit, 
on every proper occasion, that degree of strength which 
still remains with us. Nothing can be more truly con- 
temptible than a circumstance which is related con- 
cerning the famous Milo of Croton. This man, when 
he had become old, observing a set of athletic comba- 
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tanfs that were exercising themselves in the public 
circiis» ‘ Alas !* said he, bursting into a flood of tears, 
and stretching forth his arm, ‘ alas ! these muscles are 
now totally relaxed and impotent.' Frivolous old ipan ! 
it was not so much the debility of thy body, as the 
weakness of thy mind, thou hadst reason to lament; as 
it was by the force of mere animal prowess, and not by 
those superior excellences, which truly ennoble man, 
that thou hadst rendered thy name famous. Never, I 
am well persuaded, did a lamentation of this unworthy 
kind escape the mouth of Coruncanius, or tEHus, or 
the late Publius Crassus ; men, whose consummate abt^ 
lities in the science of jurisprudence were generously 
laid out for the common benefit of their fellow-citi- 
zens, and whose superior strength of understanding 
continued in all its force and vigor to the conclusion 
of their numerous years. 

It must be confessed, however, that the powers of 
an orator, as his function cannot be successfully exe- 
cuted by the force of genius alone, but requires great 
exertion likewise both of voice and gesture, must ne- 
cessarily become languid and enfeebled by age : never- 
theless, there is a certain sweetness of utterance which, 
I know not how, is not subject to be impaired by 
years ; and this melody of voice, (old as you see I 
am) I may venture to say, I have not yet lostv There 
is indeed a species of calm and composed elocution 
extremely graceful, and perfectly well adapted to ad- 
vanced years ; and 1 have frequently observed an elo- 
quent old man captivate the attention of his audience 
by the charms of this soft and milder tone of delivery. 
But if age should render the orator unequal even to 
this less laborious application of his talents, they may 
still be usefully exerted; they may be employed in 
forming young men of genius, (yourself, for instance, 
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Scipio, or our friend Laelius,) to a nervous and manly 
eloquence : and can there be a more pleasinj^ satisfac- 
tion to an old man, than to see himself surrounded by 
a circle of ingenious youths ; and to conciliate, by 
these laudable means, their well-merited esteem and 
affection? It will not, I suppose, be denied, that old 
age has at least a siifHcient degree of strength remain- 
ing to train the rising generation, and instruct them in 
every duty to which they may hereafter be called ; and 
there cannot, certainly, be a more important or a more 
honorable occupation. Accordingly, 1 have always 
thought it a very considerable happiness to your rela- 
tions Ciieus and Publius Scipio, together witli your 
two grandfathers, Lucius 7l«lmilius and Publius Afri- 
canns, that they were usually accompanied by a train 
of young nobles, who attended them for the advantage 
of their instructions. Indeed, there is a satisfaction 
in communicating useful knowlege of every kind, which 
must render any man happy, how much, soever time 
may have impaired the powers of his body, who em- 
ploys the talents of his mind to so noble and beneficial 
a purpose. 

But, after all, this imbecility of body is more fre- 
quently occasioned by the irregularities of youth than 
by the natural and unavoidable consequences of long 
life. A debauched and intemperate young man will 
undoubtedly, if he live, transmit weakness and infirmi* 
ties to his latter days. The virtuous Cyrus, in the 
discourse which Xenophon relates he held when he 
lay on his death-bed, and which happened at a very 
late period of life, declares he had never perceived 
that his old age had been attended with any sensible 
decay. I perfectly well remember Lucius Metellus, 
when I was a boy : four years after his second consu* 
late^ he was chosen chief pontiff, and be presided two« 
CIC. VOL. HI. Q 
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and-twenty years in the sacred college. This vene- 
rable personage preserved such a florid old age to his 
last moments, as to have no reason to lament the de- 
predations of time. If I were to mention myself as an 
instance of the same kind, it would be only takir% an 
old man’s allowed privilege : Homer, you know, re- 
presents Nestor, although his years had extended even 
to the third generation, as frequently boasting of his 
extraordinary prowess : and, indeed, he might well be 
indulged in the vanity of being the hero of his own 
true tale ; for, as the poet sings, 

Words sweet as honey from his lips distilled. 

And let me remark, by the way, that in order to put 
forth this mellifluous and persuasive eloquence, great 
strength of body was by no means necessary : so much 
otherwise, that the celebrated general of the Grecian 
forces never wishes for ten Ajaxes, but for ten such 
officers as Nestor, to be secure of soon laying the walls 
of Troy level with the ground. 

But 1 was going to observe, that I am now in my 
eighty-fourth year ; and 1 wish I had reason to boast 
with Cyrus that I feel no sensible decay of strength. 
But although I do not possess it in the same degree as 
when 1 made my first campaign in the Carthaginian 
war, in the course of which I was advanced to the rank 
of questor ; or when, during my consulship, I com- 
manded the army in Spain ; or when, four years after- 
w'ards, I was military tribune at the battle of Thermo-^ 
pylae ; — yet I can with truth, you see, affirm that old 
age has not totally relaxed my nerves, and subdued 
my native vigor. My strength has not yet been found 
to fail me, either in the senate or the assemblies of the 
people, when my country or my friends, my clients or 
my hosts, have had occasion to require my service. 
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The truth is, I have never governed myself by tlie 
cautious maxim of that ancient proverb, so frequently 
quoted, which says, you must be old soon, if you 
would be old long: on the contrary, I would rather 
abate some years from that season of my life than pre- 
maturely anticipate its arrival. In consequence of this 
principle, I have hitherto been always open to access, 
whenever any person desired to be introduced to me 
for my advice or assistance in his affairs. 

Jlut yon will tell me, perhaps, that my strength is 
much ‘inferior to yours: undoubtedly it is; and so is 
yours to that of Pontius, the athletic centurion : but 
is he therefore a more valuable man ? A moderate 
degree of force is sufficient for all the rational pur- 
poses of life ; and whoever will not attempt to exert 
hie particular portion farther than he is well able, will 
assuredly have no great cause to regret that he is not 
endued with a more considerable share. Milo is said 
to have walked the full length of the course at the 
Olympic games, bearing the whole enormous weight of 
an ox on his shoulders. Now, tell me, which would 
you choose to possess ; this man’s extraordinary powers 
of body, or the sublime genius of Pythagoras ? In a 
w'ord, my friends, make a good use of your youthful 
vigor so long as it remains ; but never let it cost you a 
sigh when age shall have withdrawn it from you : as 
reasonably, indeed, might youth regret the loss of in- 
fancy, or manhood the extinction of youth. Nature 
conducts us, by a regular and insensible progression, 
through the different seasons of human life ; to each of 
which she has annexed its proper and distinguishing 
characteristic. As imbecility is the attribute of in- 
fancy, ardor of youth, and gravity of manhood ,* so de- 
clining age has its essential properties, which gradu- 
ally disclose themselves as years increase. 
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I am persuaded, Scipio, I need not tell you what 
extraordinary things that ancient host of your ances- 
tors, Masinissa, is still capable of performing. You 
have heard, no doubt, that although he is at this time 
ninety years of age, he takes long journeys, sometimes 
on foot and sometimes on horseback, without once re- 
lieving himself throughout the whole way by alter- 
nately changing from the one mode of travelling to the 
other ; that he is so exceedingly hardy, that no seve- 
rity of weather, when he is abroad, can induce him to 
cover his head ; and that having preserved by these 
means a thin and active habit of body, he still retains 
suflicicnt strength and spirits for discharging in person 
the several functions of his royal station, f particu- 
larise these circumstances as a proof, that by tempe- 
rance and exercise a man may secure to his old age no 
inconsiderable degree of his former spirit and activity. 

If it must be acknowleged, that time will inevitably 
undermine the strength of man ; it must equally be ac- 
knowleged, that old age is a season of life in which 
great vigor is by no means required : accordingly, by 
the laws and institutions of our country, we, who are 
advanced to a certain age, are excused from those of- 
fices which demand robust powers to discharge. Far 
from being compelled to undertake what is beyond our 
force, we are uot called on to exert our strength even 
to its full extent. If it be alleged, that there are num- 
berless old men so totally worn out and decayed as to 
be incapable of every kind of civil or social duty, it 
must be confessed there are ; but may not this debility 
have arisen from an original weakness of constitution ; 
a misfortune by no means peculiar to old age, but 
common to every period of human life ? How great a 
valetudtnarian was that son of Scipio Africanus, who 
adopted you for his heir! so great, indeed, that he 
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scarcely ever enjoyed a day of iininterruptcd liealtli. 
Had ho been formed with a less delicate constihition, 
he would have shone forth a second luminary of the 
commonwealth ; for, with all the spirit and magnani- 
mity of his illustrious father, he possesvsed a more im- 
proved and (Mjltivaled understanding. What wonder, 
then, if age is sometimes oppressed with those infirmi- 
ticsjvfrom which youth, we see, is by no means secure ! 

As to those eflects which are the necessary and na- 
tiiral evils attendant on long life, it imports us to coun- 
teract their ])rogre8s by a constant and resolute op])o- 
sition, and to coml>at the infirmities of old age, as we 
would resist the approaches of a disease. To this end, 
we should he regularly attentive to the article of health, 
use moderate exercise, and neither eat nor drink more 
than is necessary for repairing our strength, without 
oppressing llie organs of digestion. Nor is this all: 
tlie intellect uhI faculties imist likewise be assisted by 
proper care, as well as those of the body : for the 
powers of the body, like the flame in the lamp, will 
become languid and extinct by time, if not duly and re- 
gularly recruited. Indeed, the mind and body equally 
thrive by a suitable exertion of their powers ; with this 
diflference, however, that bodily exercise ends in fli- 
tigiio, whereas the mind is never wearied by its acti- 
vity. When Caecilius therefore represents certain ve- 
terans as fit subjects for the comic muse, be alludes 
only to those weak and credulous old doting mortals, 
whose infirmities of mind are not so much the natural 
effect of their years, as the consequence of suffering 
their faculties to lie dormant and unexerted in a sloth- 
ful and spiritless inactivity. The fact, in short, is 
plainly this : as irregular indulgences of the sensual 
appetites, although a vice to which youth is in general 
more prone than age, is a yice, however, with which 
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those young men alone are infected, wlio arc unre- 
strained by principles of virtue ; so tliat sj ccics of de- 
lirium, which is called dotage, is not a common ucak- 
iiess incident to every old man in general, but to iliose 
only who have trifled away their frivolous dr.ys in itlle- 
ness and folly. In support of this observalion, 1 will 
instance the venerable Appius. His family consisted 
of four sons, who were arrived at the state of manhood, 
and five daughters, together with a numerous train of 
clients and dependents : yet, far advanced as he was in 
years, and totally deprived of his sight, he would not 
commit the management of this very considerable 
liouseliold to any other hands than his own : and he 
was abundantly equal to the important charge ; having 
kept the spring and energy of his mind in constant ac- 
tion, nor suffered himself tamely to sink down under 
the weight of incumbent years. In consequence of 
this spirited conduct, he maintained n more than pa- 
rental authority over bis family: his commands were 
obeyed as so many imperial mandates. In fine, feared 
by bis servants, reverenced by his cbildrcn, and en- 
deared to all, he exhibited in bis bouse a striking spe- 
cimen of that simplicity and good order which so emi- 
nently distinguished the domestic economy of our fore- 
fathers. Age is truly respectable in the man who thus 
guards himself from becoming the property of others, 
vindicates bis just rights, and maintains his proper au- 
thority to the last moments of his life. 

As I love to see the fire of youth somewhat tempered 
with the gravity of age, so I am equally pleased when 
I observe the phlegm of age somewhat enlivened with 
the vivacity of youth : and whoever unites these two 
qualities in his character, may bear, indeed, the marks 
of years in his body, but will never discover the same 
traces in his mind. In pursuance of this maxim, 1 am 
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now employed in adding a seventh book to my Anti« 
quities ; in collecting all the ancient records I can 
meet with that relate to my subject; in dnishing a re- 
visal of the speeches I made in the several important 
causes in which I have been engaged ; as also in draw- 
ing up some observations concerning the augural, pon- 
tifical, and civil law: and in order to exercise ray me- 
mory, I practise the advice of the Pythagorean philo- 
sophers, by recalling to my mind, every night, all that 
1 have said, or done, or heard, the preceding day. 
These are the employments by which I keep the facul- 
ties of my understanding in play, and preserve them 
in due vigor ; employments in which I have little rea- 
son surely to lament the want of mere animal strength. 
Nor are my occupations wholly confined to those of a 
sedentary nature : on the contrary, I not only assist 
my friends in the courts of judicature, but frequently 
too, uncalled on, attend the senate, where I propose 
such measures for the consideration of that assembly 
as I have previously weighed and duly matured in ray 
own thoughts ; and these I support, not indeed by 
strength of voice and power of lungs, but by the bet- 
ter force of reason and argument. But were I so worn 
down by age as to be incapable of exerting myself in 
the manner I have mentioned, yet one satisfaction ne- 
vertheless would still remain with me ; the satisfaction 
of meditating on these subjects as I lay on my couch, 
and of performing in imagination what 1 could no 
longer execute in reality. Thanks, however, to that 
regular and temperate coarse of life 1 have ever led, 1 
am still capable of taking an active part in these public 
scenes of business. In fine, be who fills up every hour 
of his life in such kind of labors and pursuits as those 
I have mentioned, will insensibly slide into old age 
without perceiving its arrival : and bis powers, instead 
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of being suddenly and prematurely extinguished, will 
gradually decline by the gentle and natural eil'ect of 
accumulated years. 

Let us now proceed to examine the third article of 
complaint agiiinst old age, as bereaving us, it se^ms, 
of the sensual gratifications. Happy etfcct, indeed, if 
it deliver us from those snares which allure youth into 
some of the worst vices to which that age is addicted ! 
Sulfer me, on this occasion, niy excellent young friends, 
to acquaint you with the substance of a discourse which 
was held many years since by that illustrious philoso- 
pher Archytas of Tarcutiun ; as it was related to me, 
when 1 was a young man in the army of Quintus Max- 
imus, at the siege of that city. ‘ Nature/ said this 
illustrious sage, ‘ has not conferred on mankind a more 
dangerous present than those pleasures \vhich attend 
the sensual indulgences; as the passions they excite 
are too apt to run away with reason, in a lawless and 
unbridled pursuit of their respective enjoyments. It 
is in order to gratify inclinations of tliis ensnaring 
kind that men are tempted to hold clandestine corre- 
spondence with tlie enemies of the state, to subvert 
governments, and turn traitors to their country; in 
short, there is no sort of crimes that atfect the public 
welfare, to which an inordinate love of sensual plea- 
sures may not directly lead ; and ns to vices of a more 
private tendency, and every flagitious violation of the 
moral duties, are they not perpetrated solely from this 
single motive? Reason, on the other hand,' continued 
Archytas, ‘ is the noblest gift which God or Nature 
lias bestowed on the sons of men. Now nothing is so 
great an enemy to that divine endowment as the plea- 
sures of sense ; for neither temperance, nor any other 
of the more exalted virtues, can And a place in that 
breast which is under th^ dominion of the voluptuous 
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passions. Imagine to yourself a man in flic actual 
enjoyment of tlie highest gratifientiun that his animal 
nature is capable of receiving ; there can he no doubt 
that, during his continuance in tliat state, it would be 
iittirly impossible for him to exert any one power of 
his rational faculties.* Hence our philosopliers in- 
ferred ‘ that voluptuous enjoyments are attended with 
a quality of the most noxious and destructive kind ; 
since, in ])roportion to their strength and duration, 
they darkc'u or extinguish every brighter faculty of the 
human soul.* 

Archytas expressed these sentiments in a conversa- 
tion with Cuius Pontius, father of that famous Samnite 
commander, who obtained a victory over the consuls 
Spurius Postumius and Titus Veturius, at the battle 
of Caudium j and it was related to me by our faithful 
ally, and my very worthy host, Nearchus of Tarenturo. 
My friend assured me he received this account by tra- 
dition from his ancestors ; and he added, that Plato 
was a party in this conversation. This circumstance 
is indeed by no means improbable ; as T find that phi- 
losopher visited Tarentum in the consulate of Lucius 
Camillus and Appius Claudius. 

The inference I mean to draw from the authority I 
have cited is, that if the principles of reason and vir- 
tue have not been suilicient to inspire us with a proper 
contempt for the sensual pleasures, we have cause to 
hold ourselves much obliged to old age at least, for 
weaning us from those appetites wliich it would ill be- 
come us to gratify : for tlie voluptuous passions are 
utter enemies to all the nobler faculties of the soul ; 
cast a mist, if I may so exprcvss it, before the eye of 
reason, and hold no sort of commerce or communion 
with the manly virtues. 

To illustrate the truth of this assertion by a particu- 
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lar instance; I will mention a fact concerning Lucius 
Flainininus, who was brother to that brave commander, 
Titus Flamininus. It was with much regret that seven 
years after he had been raised to the dignity of consul, 
I found myself under the necessity of expelling him 
from the senate ; but 1 thought his scandalous de- 
baucheries ought not to pass without marks of public 
disgrace. This unworthy man, when he commanded, 
during his consulship, our army in Gaul, was pre- 
vailed on by a favorite at an entertainment to put to 
deatli one of the prisoners who were in confinement 
for a capital offence ; and this infamous act escaped 
with impunity during the lime that his brother Titus 
was censor: but when I succeeded him in that office, 
neither myself nor my colleague Flaccus could by any 
means be induced to think that so wanton and flagi- 
tious an instance of abandoned cruelty ought to pass 
without severe and distinguished animadversion ; es- 
pecially as it reflected dishonor, not only on the base 
perpetrator himself, but in some measure too on the 
high office with which he was invested. 

I have frequently heard from some of my friends, 
who were much ray seniors, a traditionary anecdote 
ooucerniiig Fabricius. They assured me that, in the 
early part of their lives, they were told by certain very 
old men of their acquaintance, that when Fabricius 
was ambassador at the court of Pyrrhus, he expressed 
great astonishment at the account given him by Cineas, 
of a philosopher at Athens (for a philosopher, it seems, 
he styled himselO* maintained that the love of 
pleasure was universally the leading motive of all 
human actions. My informers added, that when Fa-* 
briciiis related this fact to M. Curius and Titus Corun- 
canius, they both joined in wishing that Pyrrhus and 
the whole Samnite nation might become converts to 
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this extraordinary doctrine; as the people, who were 
infected by sucli unmanly principles, could not fail, 
they lhou;rht, of ])rovin{y an easy conquest to their 
enemies. M. Curius had been intimately conneelcd 
with Publius Decius, who in his fourth consulate 
(which was five years before the former entered on 
that ofiice) gloriously sacrificed his life to the preser- 
vation of his country. This pjenerous patriot was per- 
sonally known likewise both to Fabriciiis and (yorun- 
canius ; and they were convinced, by what they ex- 
perienced in their own breasts, as well as fw»om the 
illustrious example of Decius, that there is in certain 
actions a natural grace and beauty that captivate by 
their intrinsic charms ; and which, with a noble con- 
tempt of what the world calls pleasure, every great 
and generous mind will ardently and invariably pur- 
sue. 

I have dwelt the longer on this article, in order to 
convince you that the little relish which old age leaves 
us for enjoyments of the sensual kind, is so far from 
being a just imputation on this period of life, that, on 
the contrary, it very considerably raises its value. If 
age render us incapable of taking an equal share in tlte 
flowing cups, and luxuriant dishes of splendid tables ; 
it secures us loo from their unhappy consequences ; from 
painful indigestions, restless nights, and disordered 
reason. Accordingly, the divine Plato justly repre- 
sents pleasure as the bait, by which Vice ensnares and 
captivates her deluded votaries: but if this enticement 
cannot always be resisted; if the palate must some- 
times be indulged ; I do not scruple to say that an old 
man, although his years will guard him from excess, 
is by no means excluded from enjoying, in a moderate 
degree, the convivial gratifications. I remember fre- 
quently to have seen, when 1 was a boy, that illustri- 
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ous commander, who obtained our first naval victory 
over the Carthairinians, the venerable Duilius, return- 
ing from evening entertainments of this festive kind, 
preceded by a considerable number of flambeaux and 
instruments of music. He seemed particularly fond of 
being distinguished by such a pompous and splendid 
train ; and, indeed, he is the first instance of a man not 
invested with a public character, that ventured to ap- 
pear with this sort of ostentatious parade; a \)rivilege, 
however, wliich, in consideration of his lieroic achieve- 
ments, he might well be allowed to assume. 

But, to ])ass from the ])raclice of others to my own. 
I will acknowlegc that 1 alw'ays took a singular satis- 
faction in frequenting the meetings of those little so- 
cieties which are known by the name of Confraterni- 
ties, and which were first instituted when I was ques- 
tor, on occasion of Cybele being received into our 
public worship. At the return of these anniversary 
assemblies, I used to partake with my brethren of the 
society in their festive meals, never to excess indeed, 
but, however, with a certain freedom natural to the 
gay spirits which usually animate that period of life, 
and which gradually subside as more serious years 
advance. But the principal satisfaction 1 receivc<l 
from these entertainments arose much less from the 
pleasures of the palate, than from the opportunity they 
aiibrdcd me of enjoying the company and conversa- 
tion of a very large circle of my friends. Agreeably 
to this way of thinking, our ancestors distinguished 
these kinds of amicable feasts by the name of convi- 
vial banquets ; as being chiefly calculated for the more 
rational purposes of social and friendly intercourse : 
whereas the Greeks denominate them by a term ex- 
pressive merely of eating and drinking ; as if those 
two articles, which ought to be considered as the least 
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and lowest objects of the meeting, were first and prin- 
cipal ill their estiniatioii. For my own part, I receive 
so much pleasure from those hours, which are thus 
devoted to cheerful discourse, that I love to prolong 
/ny*meals, not only wlien the company is composed of 
men of rny own years, few of which, indeed, are now 
remaining : but when it chiefly consists of such young 
persons as yourselves : and I acknowlege my obliga- 
tions to old age, for having increased my passion for 
the pleasures of conversation, at the same time that it 
has abated it for those which depend solely on the 
palate. I would not, however, be thought so pro- 
fessed an enemy to the latter, as to deny that, within 
certain limits, they may very reasonably, perhaps, 
be indulged ; and 1 declare, for the satisfaction of 
those who are unwilling to part with this kind of gra- 
tifications, that 1 do not find old age is a disqualifica- 
tion for the enjoyment of them. On the contrary, I 
take delight in joining those social parties, where, 
agreeably to a good old custom instituted by our an- 
cestors, a president of the club is appointed ; and am 
much diverted to hear him deliver out his important 
edicts: I rejoice too in those moderate and refresh- 
ing cups which Socrates recommends in Xenophon’s 
Banquet ; and am well pleased with those artificial 
methods of cooling, or warming the wine, as the diffe- 
rent seasons of the year invite. Even when I am in 
the country among my Sabine neighbors, I allow my- 
self the same kind of indulgences, as I every day add 
one to the number of their evening societies, which we 
generally lengthen out by a variety of amusing con- 
versation, till the night is far advanced. 

If it must be admitted, that in the fine season of life 
the soul receives a stronger and more exquisite impres- 
sion from the pleasures of the senses ; it will also be 
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admitted, in the first place, that these pleasures are in 
themselves but of little value ; and in the next, that 
notwithstanding old age cannot enjoy them in their 
utmost extent and perfection, yet it is not absolutely, 
however, excluded from them. If a spectator, t^ho 
sits in the first row of the theatre, enters more tho- 
roughly into the beauties of Turpio’s acting than he who 
is placed in the remotest ranks; the latter neverthe- 
less is not totally debarred from all share in llie en- 
tertainment. In the same manner, if youth holds a 
less obstructed communication with sensual gratifica- 
tions than the circumstances of age will admit, an old 
man, though not equally, perhaps, affected with de- 
light, feels at least as quick a relish of them as is ne- 
cessary to content his more subdued desires. 

lint whatever may be the condition of old age with 
respect to the instances 1 have been examining, ines- 
timable surely are its advantages if we contemplate it 
in another point of view; if we consider it as deliver- 
ing us from the tyranny of lust and ambition ; from 
the angry and contentious passions ; from every inor- 
dinate and irrational desire ; in a word, as teaching us 
to retire within ourselves, and look for happiness in 
our own bosoms. If to these moral benefits^ naturally 
resulting from length of days, be added tliat sweet 
food of the mind, which is gathered in the fields of 
science, I know not any season of life that is passed 
more agreeably than the learned leisure of a virtuous 
old age. 

It was thus, Scipio, that your father's intimate friend 
Caius Galliis employed himself to the very Inst mo- 
ments of his long life ; and I saw him expire, I had 
almost said, in measuring the distances of the heavenly 
orbs, and determining the dimensions of this our earth. 
How often has the sun risCn on his astronomical medi- 
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tfttionsl how frequently has the night overtaken him 
in the same elevated studies ! and with what delight 
did he amuse himself in predicting to us, long before 
they happened, tlie several lunar and solar eclipses ! 
Otlier ingenious applications of the mind tliere like- 
wise are, though of a lighter nature indeed, which 
may greatly contribute to enliven and amuse the con- 
cluding scene of human life. Thus Naevius, in com- 
posing his poem on the Carthaginian war, and Plautus 
in writing his last two comedies, filled up the leisure 
of their latter days with wonderful complacency and 
satisfaction. I can affirm the same of our dramatic 
poet Livius, wliom I remember to have seen in his old 
age : for although the first play he brought on the 
stage was in the consulate of Cento and Tuditanus, 
six years before I was born, yet his death did not 
happen till I was nearly arrived at manhood. To those 
venerable personages, whom I have already named, I 
might add Liciiiius Crassus, celebrated for bis con- 
summate skill in the pontifical and civil laws of his 
country ; as also Publius Scipio, who very lately you 
know was elected chief pontiff. These, together with 
every one of the rest whom I have mentioned, I saw 
in the last period of life pursuing their respective stu- 
dies with the utmost ardor and alacrity. But let me 
not forget to add to this memorable list tlie example 
of Marcus Cethegus, whom Ennius justly styled ‘ the 
soul of eloquence,' and whom I likewise saw^ in his old 
age exercising even his oratorical talents with uncom- 
mon force and vivacity. 

Tell me now, can the gay amusements of the theatre, 
or the splendid luxuries of the table, supply their vo- 
taries with enjoyments that may fairly stand in com- 
petition with these calm delights of the intellectual 
pleasures ; — pleasures which, in a mind rightly formed 
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and properly cultivated, never fail to improve and ga^ 
ther strength with years ? What Solon therefore de- 
clares in the verse I just now cited, that ‘ he learned 
something in his old age every day he lived, ^ — is much 
to his honor : as, indeed, to be continually advancing 
in the paths of knowlege is one of the most pleasing 
satisfactions of the human mind. 

From the pleasures which attend a studious old age, 
let us turn our view to those which at that season of 
life may be received from country occupations, of 
which I profess myself a warm admirer. These are 
pleasures perfectly consistent with every degree of ad- 
vanced years, as they approach the nearest of all 
others to those of the purely philosophical kind. They 
are derived from observing the nature and properties 
of this our earth, which yields a ready obedience to 
the cultivator’s industry, and returns with interest 
whatever he deposits in her charge ; if not always in- 
deed with equal increase, yet always with some. 

But the profit arising from this principle of fertility 
is by no means, in my estimation, the most desirable 
circumstance of the farmer’s labdrs. I am principally 
delighted with observing the power, and tracing the 
process of Nature in these her vegetable productions. 
Thus whfu the ground is sufficiently broken and pre- 
pared, seedsman disseminates the grain, which is 
afterwards harrowed into the bosom of the earth ; by 
the vital warmth and moisture of which it is gradually 
expanded and pushed forth into the green blade : this 
blade shoots up into a knotted stem, which is nou- 
rished and supported by the various fibres of the root : 
the stem terminates in the ear, wherein the grain is 
lodged in regular order, and defended from the depre- 
dations of the smaller birds by a number of little 
bearded spikes: and let me add, (for I take great 
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pleasure in bringing you acquainted with every article 
that contributes to soothe and alleviate my bending 
years,) that I am particularly entertained with marking 
the growth of the vine, and following it in its progress 
froift tlie seedplot to its perfect maturity. Not to en- 
large on that wonderful power with which Nature has 
endowed every species of the vegetable kingdom, of 
continuing their several kinds by their respective 
seeds, and which, from the smallest grain, as the tig, 
or from little stones, as the vine, most amazingly swell 
into large trunks and branches ; — not to dwell, I say, 
on this method of generation common to all the various 
tribes of plants on the face of the earth ; — is it possible 
to observe the different modes of propagating the vine 
by suckers, by layers, by the root, or by slips, with- 
out being affected with the most pleasing admiration ? 
This shrub, which by its form is a trailing plant, must 
necessarily creep on the ground, unless it be sup- 
ported : for this reason, Nature has furnished it with 
little tendrils, which serve as a sort of claws to lay hold 
of whatever stands within its reach, in order to raise 
itself into a more erect posture : and here the art of 
the husbandman is required to check the luxuriant 
growth, to train the irregular and depending shoots, 
and to prevent them, by a judicious pruning, from 
funning into wood. After the vines have undergone 
this autumnal dressing, they push forth in spring from 
the joints of the remaining branches, little buds, which 
are distinguished by the name of gems : from this gem 
the future grapes take their rise ; which gradually in- 
crease in size by the nourishment they draw from the 
earth, in conjunction with the genial warmth of the 
sun. At their first appearance they are extremely 
bitter, but in process of time, and when duly matured, 
they acquire a most sweet and delicious flavor : in the 
CIC. VOL. III. R 
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mean while, being covered and guarded by the leaves, 
they receive a modoraie degree of heat, without being 
too much exposed to the solar rays. 

There cannot, surely, be a landscape more pleasing 
to the eye, as well as more profitable to the o\^er, 
than a plantation of this kind. It is not, however, as 
I have already declared, the utility resulting from this 
species of agriculture, with which I am principally 
charmed : the mere cultivation itself of this generous 
plant, and the observing of its nature and propertites, 
abstracted from all considerations of emolument, afford 
me a most amusing occupation. In short, every cir- 
cumstance that relates to the management of tliis use- 
ful shrub ; the regular arrangement of the vine-props ; 
the forming of them into arcades ; the pruning some 
of tlie branches, and fixing layers of others ; — are 
employments in which I take much delight. To this 
I may add, the cutting of proper channels for supply- 
ing the plantation with water; the stirring of the earth 
round their roots, and the trenching of the ground ; — 
works which are in themselves extremely entertaining, 
and which greatly contribute at the same time to me- 
liorate and fertilise the soil. As to the advantage of 
manure, (an article which Hesiod has not taken the 
least notice of in his poem on husbandry,) I have suffi- 
ciently explained my sentiments in the treatise I 
formerly published on the same subject. Homer, 
however, (who florished, I am inclined to think, many 
ages before Hesiod,) in that part of the Odyssey where 
he represents Laertes as diverting his melancholy for 
the absence of Ulysses by cultivating bis little farm, 
particularly mentions the circumstance of his manuring 
it with compost. 

But the amusement of farming is not confined to one 
species of agriculture alone ; to the cultivation of vine- 
yards or woodlands, of arable or meadow grounds : 
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the orchard, the kitchen-i^arden, and the parterre, con- 
tribute also to diversify its pleasures ; not to mention 
the feeding of cattle and the rearing of bees : and be- 
sides the entertainment which arises from planting, 1 
may*add the method of propagating trees by the means 
of ingrafting ; — an art which is one of the most inge- 
nious improvements, I think, that ever was made in 
the business of horticulture. 

1 might pro(^eed to point out many other pleasing 
articles of rural occupations, if I were not sensible 
that 1 have already been too prolix. But if the love I 
bear to this agreeable art, together with that talkative 
disposition which is incident to my time of life (for 1 
would not appear so partial to old age as to vindicate 
it from all the infirmities with which it is charged)^ — 
if 1 have dwelt longer, I say, on this subject than was 
necessary ; I rely, friends, on your indulgence for 
a pardon. Sutler me however to add, that Manlius 
Curius, after having conquered the Samnites, the Sa- 
bines, and even Pyrrhus himself, passed the honorable 
remainder of his declining years in cultivating his 
farm. The villa in which he lived is situated at no 
great distance from my own : and 1 can never behold 
it without retlecting, with the highest degree of admi- 
ration, both on the singular moderation of his mind, 
and the general simplicity of the age in which he tlo- 
rished. Here it was, while sitting by his fire-side, 
that he nobly rejected a considerable quantity of gold 
which was offered to him on the part of the Samnites ; 
and rejected it with this memorable saying ; that * he 
placed his glory, not in the abundance of his own 
wealth, but in commanding those among whom it 
abounded/ Can it be doubted that a mind raised and 
ennobled by such just and generous sentiments must 
render old age a state full of complacency and satis- 
faction? 
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But not to wander from that scene of life in which 
I am myself more particularly concerned ; let us re- 
turn- to our farmers. In those good days I am speak- 
ing of, the members of the senate, who were always 
men advanced in years, were called forth from ^heir 
Helds as often as the affairs of the state demanded their 
assistance. Thus Cincinnatus was following his plough 
when notice was brought to him that he was created 
dictator. It was during his exercise of this high office 
that his master of the horse, Servilius Abala, in con- 
sequence of the spirited orders he received from the 
dictator, seized on Spurius Mitlius, and instantly put 
him to death, before he had time to execute his trai- 
torous purpose of usurping the reins of government. 
Curius too, and all the rest of the venerable senators 
of that age, constantly resided at their villas : for which 
reason a particular officer was appointed, (called a 
courier, from the nature of his employment,) whose 
husinesh' it was to give them notice when there was a 
meeting of the senate. 

Now tell me, my friends, could the old age of these 
respectable patriots, who thus amused their latter 
years in cultivating their lands, be justly deemed a 
state of infelicity? In my opinion, indeed, no kind of 
occupation is more pregnant with happiness ; not only 
as the business of husbandry is of singular utility to 
mankind in general, but as being attended also (to re- 
peat what I have already observed) with peculiar and 
very considerable pleasures. I will add too, as a far- 
ther recommendation of rural employment (and 1 men- 
tion it in order to be restored to the good graces of the 
voluptuous), that it supplies both the table and the 
altar with the greatest variety and abundance. Ac- 
cordingly, the magazines of the skilful and industrious 
farmer are plentifully stored with wine and oil, with 
milk, cheese, and honey ; as his yards abound with 
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poultry, and his fields with fiocks and herds of kids, 
lambs, and porkers. The garden also furnishes him 
with an additional source of delicacies : in allusion to 
which the farmers pleasantly call a certain piece of 
grofind allotted to that particular use their dessert. I 
must not omit, likewise, that in the intervals of their 
more important business, and in order to heighten the 
relish of the rest, the sports of the field claim a share 
in the variety of their amusements. 

I might expatiate on the beauties of their verdant 
groves and meadows, on the charming landscape that 
their vineyards and their olive-yards present to view : 
but, to say all in one word, there cannot he a more 
pleasing nor a more profitable scene than that of a 
well-cultivated farm. Now old age is so far from 
being an obstacle to enjoyments of this kind, that, on 
the contrary, it rather invites and allures us to the 
fruition of them : for where, let me ask, can a man in 
that last stage of life more easily find the comforts in 
winter of a warm sun or a good fire, or the benefit in 
summer of cooling shades and refreshing streams ? 

In respect to the peculiar articles of rural diver- 
sions ; let those of a more firm and vigorous age enjoy 
the robust sports which are suitable to that season of 
life : let them exert their manly strength and address 
in darting the javelin, or contending in the race ; in 
wielding the bat, or throwing the batl ; in riding, 
or in swimming: but let them, out of the abundance 
of their many other recreations, resign to us old fel- 
lows the sedentary games of chance : yet if they think 
proper even in these to reserve to themselves an ex- 
clusive right, 1 shall not controvert their claim : they 
are amusements by no means essential to a philosophic 
old age. 

The writings of Xenophon abound with a variety of 
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the most useful observations ; and I am persuaded it is 
altogether unnecessary to recommend them to your 
careful perusal. In his treatise, intitled Economics, 
with what a flow of eloquence does he break forth in 
praise of agriculture! an art above all others, youSvill 
observe, which he deemed worthy of a monarch's at- 
tention. In view to this, he introduces Socrates in- 
forming his friend Critobulns that when Lysaiider of 
Lacedmmon, a man of great and eminent virtues, was 
deputed by the confederate states to the court of Sardis 
with their respective presents to the younger Cyrus, 
that great prince, no less distinguished by his genius 
than by the glory of his reign, received Inm in the 
most gracious manner ; and. among other instances of 
aflability, conducted him to an enclosure laid out with 
consummate skill and judgment. Lysander, struck 
with the height and regularity of the trees, the neatness 
of the walks and borders, together witli the beauty and 
fragrance of the several shrubs and flowers, expressed 
great admiration, not only at the industry, but the 
genius that was discovered in the scene lie was survey- 
ing: on wliicli the prince assured him that the whole 
was laid out by himself, and that many of the trees 
were even planted by his own hand. Lysander, asto- 
nished at this declaration from the moutii of a monarch 
whom he beheld arrayed in all the splendor of Persian 
magnificence, replied, with emotion, — ‘ O Cyrils, I am 
now convinced that you are really as happy as report 
has represented you, since your good fortune is no less 
eminent than your exalted virtues.' 

The good fortune, to which Lysander alluded, is an 
article of felicity to which old age is by no means an 
obstacle ; as the pleasure resulting from every rational 
application of the intellectual faculties, but particularly 
from the study of husbandry, is consistent even with 
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its latest period. Accordingly tradition informs us 
that Valerius Corvus, who lived to the age of a hun- 
dred, spent the latter part of his long life in the culti-, 
vation and improvement of his farm. It is remarkable 
of rtiis celebrated person, that no less than forty-six 
years intervened between his first and his last consul- 
ship ; so that his career of honors was equal to that 
period wliich our ancestors marked out for the com- 
mencement of old age. But his felicity did not termi- 
nate with his retiring from public allairs : on the con- 
trary, he was in one respect at least even happier in 
the latter part of his life than when he filled the first 
offices of the state ; as his great age, at the same time 
that it exempted him from the fatigue of bearing an 
active part in the administration of the commonwealth, 
added weight and influence to his general credit and 
authority. 

The crown and glory of gray hairs is, indeed, that 
kind of authority which thus arises from a respectable 
old age. How considerable did this appear in those 
venerable personages, Cuxilins Metellus and Attiiius 
Calatinus ! You remember, no doubt, the singular and 
celebrated eulogy inscribed on the monument of the 
latter ; * That all nations agreed in esteeming him as 
the first of Romans.’ The influence he maintained over 
his fellow'-citizeiis was certainly founded on the most 
unquestionable claim, since his merit was thus univer- 
sally ackiiowlegcd and admired. To tlie instances al- 
ready mentioned 1 might add our late chief pontiff 
Publius Crassus. together with Marcus Lepid us, who 
succeeded him in that dignity; and, if it were neces- 
sary, 1 might enlarge this illustrious list with the re- 
vered names of Paul us ^milius, Scipio Africanus, and 
Fabius Maximus, the latter of whom 1 have already 
taken occasion to mention with peculiar esteem. These 



264 


CIC£RO. 


were all of them men of such approved and respected 
characters, that even their very nod alone carried with 
it irresistible authority. In a word, that general 
deference which is ever paid to a wise and good old 
man, especially if his virtues have been dignificckby 
the public honors of his country, affords a truer and 
more solid satisfaction than all the pleasures which 
attend on the gay season of life. 

But let it be remembered, my noble friends, that 
when I speak advantageously of that portion of life 
we are now considering, 1 would be understood to 
mean only that respectable old age which stands sup- 
ported on tlie firm foundation of a well-spent youth. 
Agreeably to this principle, 1 once declared on a pub- 
lic occasion, that miserable indeed must that old man 
be, whose former life stood in need of an apology ; a 
sentiment which I had the satisfaction to observe was 
received by the whole audience with uncommon ap- 
plause. It is not merely wrinkles and gray hairs, 
which can command that authoritative veneration of 
which I have been speaking : he alone shall taste this 
sweet fruit of revered age whose former years have 
been distinguished by a uniform series of laudable 
and meritorious actions. 

But besides those more important advantages I have 
already pointed out, as attending an honorable old 
age ; it may be farther observed, that there are certain 
customary deferences and attentions which, although 
they may be considered, perhaps, as common and in- 
significant ceremonials, are undoubtedly, however, 
very honorable marks of general respect. Obser- 
vances of this kind are strictly practised in our own 
country ; as, indeed, they likewise are in every other, 
in proportion to its advancement in civilised and po- 
lished manners. It is said that Lysander, whom I just 
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now took occasion to mention, used frequently to re- 
mark, that Lacedaemon, of all the cities he knew, was 
the most eligible for an old man's residence ; and it 
must be acknowleged there is no place in the world 
wl^re age is treated with so much civility and regard. 
Accordingly, it is reported that a certain Athenian, 
far advanced in years, coming into the theatre at 
Athens when it was extremely crowded, not one of his 
countrymen had the good manners to make room for 
him ; but when he approached that part of the theatre 
which was appropriated to the Lacedaemonian ambas- 
sadors, they every one of them rose up, and offered 
him a place among them. Repeated claps of applause 
immediately ensued from the whole assembly ; on 
which one of the spectators remarked, that the Athe- 
nians understood politeness much better than they 
practised it. 

There are mjiny excellent rules established in the 
sacred college, of which 1 am a member; one of these, 
as it relates to the particular circumstance immediately 
under consideration, 1 cannot forbear mentioning. 
Every augur delivers his opinion on any question in 
debate according to his seniority in point of years; 
and he takes precedency of all the younger members, 
even although they should be in the highest degree his 
superiors in point of rank. 

And now I will venture once more to ask, if there 
is a pleasure in any of the mere sensual gratifications, 
which can equal the satisfaction arising from these va- 
luable privileges thus conferred on old age ? To which 
I will only add, that he who knows how to enjoy these 
honorable distinctions with suitable dignity to the 
conclusion of his days may be considered as having 
supported his part on the great theatre of the world 
with uniform spirit and propriety ; and not, like an 
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unpractised player, to have disgracefully failed iu the 
last finishing act of tlie drama. 

. 1 shall be told, perhaps, that if we look into the 
world, we shall find petulance, inoroseness, and even 
avarice itself are infirmities which generally brfak 
out and discover themselves in old age. But the fact 
is, these moral diseases of the mind are rather the con> 
stitutional imperfections of the man in whom they re- 
side, than necessary defects inseparable from the wane 
of life. Indeed, this peevishness of temper may, I 
will not say be justified, but certainly at least in some 
measure excused, from that suspicion which old men 
are too apt to entertain of their being generally marked 
by the younger part of the world as objects of their 
scorn and derision. Add to this, that where llie con- 
stitution is broken and worn out, the mind becomes 
the more sensible of every little ofi'ence, and is dis- 
posed to magnify unintentional slights into real and 
designed insults. But this captious and irritable dis- 
position, incident to this season of life, may be much 
softened and subdued in a mind actuated by the prin- 
ciples of good manners, and improved by liberal ac- 
complishments. Examples of this kind must have 
occurred to every man's experience of the world, as 
they are frequently exhibited also on the stage. What 
a striking contrast, for instance, between the two old 
men in Terence's play called the Brothers ! Micio is 
all mildness and good humor ; whereas Bemea, on the 
contrary, is represented as an absolute churl. The 
&ct, in short, is plainly this ; — as it is not every kind 
of wine, so neither is it every sort of temper that turns 
sour by age: but 1 must observe, at the same time, 
there is a certain gravity of deportment extremely be- 
coming in advanced years; and which, as in other 
virtues, when it preserves its proper bounds, and does 



CATO: OR, AN ESSAY ON OLD AGE. 267 

not deg^eiierate into an acerbity of manners, I very 
much approve. As to avarice, it is inconceivable for 
what purpose that passion should find admittance into 
an old nmn"s breast : for surely nothing can be more 
irrational and absurd than to increase our provision 
for the road, the nearer we approach to our journey^s 
end. 

It remains only to consider the fourth and last im- 
putation on that period of life at which 1 am arrived : 
old age, it seems, must necessarily be a state of much 
anxiety and disejnietude, from the near approach of 
death. That tlie hour of dissolution cannot possibly 
he far distant from an old man, is most undoubtedly 
certain : but unhappy indeed must he be, if in so long 
a course of years he liJis yet to learn that there is 
iiotluug ill that circumstance which can reasonably 
alarm his fears: on the contrary, it is an event cither 
utterly to be disregarded, if it extinguish the souTs 
existence ; or much to be wished, if it convey her to 
some region where slie shall continue to exist for ever. 
One of those two consequences must necessarily ensue 
the disunion of the soul and body : there is no other 
possible alternative. What then have I to fear, If 
after death 1 shall either not be miserable, or shall 
certainly be happy? But, after all, is there any man, 
how young soever he may be, who can be so weak as 
to promise himself, with confidence, that he shall live 
even till night? In fact, young people are more ex- 
posed to mortal accidents than even the aged: they 
are also not only more liable to natural diseases ; but, 
as they are generally attacked by them in a more vio- 
lent manner, are obliged to obtain their cure, if they 
happen to recover, by a more painful course of medi- 
cal operations. Hence it is that there are but few 
among mankind who arrive at old age ; and this, (to 
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remark it by the way,) will suggest a reason why the 
affairs of the world are no better conducted : for age 
brings along with it experience, discretion, and judg- 
ment, without which no well-formed government could 
have been established, or can be maintained. But not 
to wander from the point under our present considera- 
tion ; — why should death be deemed an evil peculiarly 
impending on old age, when daily experience proves 
that it is common to every other period of human life? 
Of this truth both you and I, Scipio, have a very severe 
conviction in our respective families : in yours, by 
the premature decease of your two brothers, who had 
given their friends a most promising earnest that their 
merit would one day raise them to the highest honors 
of the state ; and in mine, by the loss of my truly 
excellent son. 

It will be replied, perhaps, that youth may at least 
entertain the hope of enjoying many additional years, 
whereas an old man cannot rationally encourage so 
pleasing an expectation. But is it not a mark of ex- 
treme weakness to rely on precarious contingences, 
and to consider an event as absolutely to take place, 
which is altogether doubtful and uncertain ? But ad- 
mitting that the young may indulge this expectation 
with the highest reason ; still the advantage evidently 
lies on the side of the old, as the latter is in possession 
of that length of life, which the former can only hope 
to attain. Length of life, did I say? Good gods! 
what is there in the utmost extent of human duration 
that can properly be called long; even if our days 
should prove as numerous as those of Arganthonius, 
the king of the Tartessi, who reigned, as history tells 
us, eighty years, and lived to the age of a hundred 
and twenty ! In my own opinion, indeed, no portion of 
time can justly be deemed long, that will necessarily 
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liavo an end ; since the longest, when once it is 
elapsed, leaves not a trace behind; and nothing va- 
luable remains with us, but the conscious satisfaction 
of having employed it well. Thus, hours and days, 
nrt)ntlis and years, glide imperceptibly away ; the past 
never to return, the future involved in impenetrable 
obscurity ! But whatever the extent of our present du- 
ration may prove, a wise and good man ought to be 
contented with the allotted measure; remembering 
thjit it is in life, as on the stage, where it is not neces- 
sary, in order to be approved, that the actor's part 
should continue to the conclusion of the drama : it is 
sufheient, in whatever scene he shall make his final 
exit, that he supports the character assigned him with 
deserved applause. The truth is, a small portion of 
time is abundantly adequate to the purposes of honor 
and virtue. But should our years continue to be mul- 
tiplied, a wise man will no more lament his entrance 
into old age, than the husbandman regrets, when the 
bloom and fragrancy of the spring is passed away, that 
summer or autumn is arrived. Youth is the vernal 
season of life ; and the blossoms it then puts forth are 
indications of those future fruits which are to be ga- 
thered in the succeeding periods. Now the proper 
fruit to be gathered in the winter of our days, is, as I 
have repeatedly observed, to be able to look back with 
self approving satisfaction on the happy and abundant 
produce of more active years. 

But to resume the principal point we were discuss- 
ing. Every event agreeable to the course of nature 
ought to be looked on as a real good ; and surely none 
can be more natural than for an old man to die. It is 
true, youth likewise stands exposed to the same disso- 
lution; but it is a dissolution contrary to Nature's 
evident intentions, and in direct opposition to her 
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strongest efforts. In the latter instance, the privation 
of life may be resembled to afire forcibly extinguished 
by a deluge of water; in the former, to a fire spon- 
taneously and gradually going out from a total con- 
sumption of its fuel. Or, to have recourse to anotlter 
illustration ; as fruit, before it is ripe, cannot, without 
some degree of force, bo separated from the stalk, but 
drops of itself when perfectly mature ; so the disunion 
of the soul and body is effected in the young by dint of 
violence, but is wrought in the old by a mere fulness 
and completion of years. This ripeness for death 1 
perceive in myself, with much satisfaction ; and 1 look 
forward to my dissolution as to a secure haven, wdiere 
1 shall at length find a happy repose from the fatigues 
of a long voyage. 

Every stage of human life, except the last, is marked 
out by certain and defined limits ; old age alone has 
no precise and determinate boundary : it may well 
therefore be sustained to any period, how far soever it 
may be extended, provided a man is capable of per- 
forming those offices which are suited to tiiis season of 
life, and preserves at the same time a perfect indiffer- 
ence with respect to its continuance. Old age, under 
these circumstances, and with these sentiments, may 
be animated with more courage and fortitude than is 
usually found even in the prime of life. Accordingly 
Solon, it is said, being questioned by the tyrant Pisis- 
tratus, what it was that inspired him with the boldness 
to oppose his measures, bravely replied, — * My old 
age/ Nevertheless, the roost desirable manner of 
yielding up our lives is, when Nature herself, while 
our understanding and our other senses still remain 
unimpaired, thinks proper to destroy the work of her 
own hand ; as the artist, who constructed the machine, 
is best qualified to take it to pieces. In short, an old 
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mat! should neither be anxious to preserve the small 
portion of life which remains to him, nor forward to 
resign it without a just cause. It was one of the pro- 
hil)itions of Pythagoras, not to quit our post of life 
without being autliorised by the commander who 
placed us in it ; tiiat is, not without the permission of 
the Supreme Ileing. 

Tlie epitaph which the wise Solon ordered to be in- 
scribed on his monument expresses his wish that his 
death might not pass undistinguished by the sorrowful 
exclamations of his surviving friends. It was natural, 
1 confess, to desire to be remembered with regret by 
those with whom he had been intimately and tenderly 
connected ; yet I am inclined to give the preference to 
the sentiment of Ennius, in those famous lines, — 

Nor loud hiraent, nor silent tear deplore 
'I’he fate of Knriiiis when he breathes no more. 

In this poet’s estimation, death, which opens the way 
to immortality, is by no means a subject of reasonable 
lamentation. The act of dying may indeed be attended 
with a sense of pain ; but a pain however which can- 
not be of long continuance, especially to a man greatly 
advanced in years : and as to the consequence of death, 
it must either be a state of total insensibility, or of 
sensations much to be desired. This is a truth on 
which we ought continually to meditate from our ear- 
liest youth, if we would be impressed with a just and 
firm contempt of death ; as without this impression it 
is impossible to enjoy tranquillity ; for as death is a 
change which sooner or later, perhaps even this very 
moment, we must inevitably undergo; is it possible, 
that he who lives in the perpetual dread of an event 
with which he is every instant threatened, should know 
the satisfaction of possessing an undisturbed repose 
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When 1 reflect on the conduct of Junius Urutus, 
who lost his life in the support of the liberties of his 
country ; on the two Decii, who rushed to certain 
death from the same patriotic principle ; on Marcus 
Attilius, who delivered himself up to the torture etf a 
most cruel execution, that he might not forfeit his 
word of honor which he had pledged to the enemy ; 
on the two Scipios, who, if it had been possible, would 
willingly have formed a rampart with their own bodies 
against the invasion of the Carthaginians ; on Lucius 
Paullus, your illustrious grandfather, who by his 
heroic death expiated the ignominy we sustained by 
the temerity of his colleague at the battle of Caniise ; 
on Marcus Marcelius, whose magnanimity was so uni> 
versally respected, that even the most cruel of our 
enemies would not suffer his dead body to be deprived 
of funeral honors ; — when I reflect, I say, not only on 
the generous contempt of life which these heroic per- 
sonages exhibited, but that whole legions of our troops 
(particular instances of which I have produced in my 
treatise on Roman Antiquities) have frequently marched 
with undaunted courage, and even alacrity, to attacks, 
from which they were well persuaded not one of them 
could live to return ; — it should seem there is little 
occasion to enlarge on the contempt of death : for if 
the very common soldiers of our armies, who are fre- 
quently raw illiterate young peasants, are thus capable 
of despising its imaginary terrors ; — shall old age, with 
all the superior advantages of reason and philosophy, 
tremble at the thoughts of its near approach? 

The distaste with which, in passing through the 
several stages of our present being, we leave behind 
118 the respective enjoyments peculiar to each, must 
necessarily, I should think, in the close of its latest 
period, render life itself no longer desirable. Infancy 
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and youth, manhood and old age, have each of them 
their peculiar and appropriate pursuits : but does 
youth regret the toys of infancy, or manhood lament 
that it has no longer a taste for the amusements of 
yo\gth i The season of manhood has also its suitable 
objects, that are exchanged for others in old age ; and 
these too, like all the preceding, become languid and 
insipid in their turn. Now, when this state of abso- 
lute satiety is at length arrived ; when we have en- 
joyed the satisfactions peculiar to old age, till we have 
no longer any relish remaining for them ; it is then 
that death may justly be considered as a mature and 
seasonable event. 

And now, among the different sentiments of the phi- 
losophers concerning the consequence of our final dis- 
solution, may I not venture to declare my own? and 
the rather, as the nearer death advances towards rnc, 
the more clearly I seem to discern its real nature. 

I am well convinced, then, that my dear departed 
friends, your two illustrious fathers, are so far from 
having ceased to live, that the state they now enjoy 
can alone with propriety be called life. The soul, 
during her confinement within this prison of the body, 
is doomed by fate to undergo a severe penance : for 
her native seat is in heaven ; and it is with reluctance 
that she is forced down from those celestial mansions 
into these lower regions, where all is foreign and re- 
pugnant to her divine nature. But the gods, 1 am 
persuaded, have thus widely disseminated immortal 
spirits, and clothed them with human bodies, that 
there might be a race of intelligent creatures, not only 
to have dominion over this our earth, but to contem- 
plate the host of heaven, and imitate in their moral 
conduct the same beautiful order and uniformity, so 
conspicuous in those splendid orbs. This opinion 1 
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am induced to embrace, not only as agreeable to tbc 
best deductions of reason, but in just deference also to 
the authority of the noblest and most distinguished 
philosophers. Accordingly, Pythagoras and his fol- 
lowers (who were formerly distinguished by the nr me 
of the Italic sect) firmly maintained that the human 
soul is a detached part, or emanation, from the great 
universal soul of tlie world. I am farther confirmed 
in my belief of the soul’s immortality by the discourse 
which Socrates, whom the oracle of Apollo pronounced 
to be the wisest of men, hold on this subject just be- 
fore bis death. In a word, when I consider tlie facul- 
ties with which the human mind is endued ; its amaz- 
ing celerity ; its wonderful power in recollecting past 
events, and sagacity in discerning future ; together 
with its numberless discoveries in the several arts and 
sciences ; — I foci a conscious conviction that this ac- 
tive, comprehensive principle, cannot possibly be of a 
mortal nature. And as this unceasing activity of the 
soul derives its energy from its own intrinsic and es- 
sential powers, without' receiving it from any foreign 
or external impulse, it necessarily follows (as it is ab- 
surd to suppose the soul would desert itself) that its 
activity must continue for ever. But farther ; as the 
soul is evidently a simple, uncompounded substance, 
without any dissimilar parts or heterogeneous mixture, 
it cannot therefore be divided ; consequently it cannot 
perish. I might add, that the facility and expedition 
with which youth are taught to acquire numberless 
very difficult arts is a strong presumption that the 
soul possessed a considerable portion of kr.owlege be- 
fore it entered into the human form ; and that what 
seems to be received from instruction, is, in fact, no 
other than a reminiscence or recollection of its former 
ideas. This, at least, is the opinion of Plato. ^ 
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Xenophon, likewise, represents tlie elder Cyrus, in 
his last moments, as expressing his belief in the soul’s 
immortality in the following terms : — ‘ O my sons, do 
not imagine, when death shall have separated me from 
ycfii, that I shall cease to exist. You helield not my 
soul vvliilst 1 continued amongst you, yet you con- 
cluded that I had one, from the actions you saw me 
perform : infer the same when you shall see me no 
more. If the souls of departed worthies did not watch 
over and guard their surviving fame, the renown of 
their illustrious actions w'ould soon be worn out of the 
memory of men. For my own part, I never could be 
persuaded that the soul could properly be said to live 
whilst it remained in this mortal body, or that it ceased 
to live when death had dissolved the vital union : I 
never could believe, either that it became void of 
sense when it escaped from its connexion with sense- 
less matter, or that its intellectual powers were not en- 
larged and improved when it was discharged and re- 
fined from all corporeal admixture. When death has 
disunited the human frame, we clearly see what be- 
comes of its material parts, as they apparently return 
to the several elements out of which they wc^e origin- 
ally composed ; but the soul continues to remain invi- 
sible, both when she is present in the body, and when 
she departs out of it. Nothing so nearly resembles 
death as sleep ; and nothing so strongly intimates the 
divinity of the soul as w'hat passes in the mind on that 
occasion: for the intellectual principle in. man, during 
this state of relaxation and freedom from external im- 
pressions, frequently looks forward into futurity, and 
discerns events ere time has yet brought them fortli : 
a plain indication this, what the powders of the soul 
will hereafter be, when she shall be delivered from the 
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restraints of her present bondage. If I should not 
therefore be mistaken in this my firm persuasion, you 
will have reason, my sons, when death sliall have re- 
moved me from your view, to revere me as a sacred 
and celestial spirit, lint although the soul should j^e- 
rish with the body, I recommend it to you, neverthe- 
less, to honor my memory with a pious and inviolable 
regard, in obedience to the immortal gods, by whose 
power and providence this beautiful fabric of the uni- 
verse is sustained and governed.' Such were the sen- 
timents of the dying Cyrus: permit me now to express 
my own. 

Never, Scipio, can I believe, that your illustrious 
ancestors, together with many other excellent person- 
ages, whom I need not particularly name, would have 
so ardently endeavored to merit the honorable remem- 
brance of posterity had they not been persuaded that 
they hjid a real interest in the opinion which future 
generations might entertain concerning them. And do 
you imagine, my noble friends, (if I may be indulged 
in ail old man's privilege to boast of himself,) do you 
imagine I would have undergone those labors I have 
sustained both in my civil and military employments, 
if I had supposed that the conscious satisfaction I re- 
ceived from the glory of my actions was to terminate 
with my present existence ? If such had been roy per- 
suasion, would it not have been far better and more 
rational to have passed my days in an undisturbed and 
indolent repose, without labor and without contention? 
But my mind, by 1 know not what secret impulse, was 
ever raising its views into future ages ; strongly per- 
suaded that I should then only begin to live when I 
ceased to exist in the present world. Indeed, if the 
soul were not naturally immortal, never, surely, would 
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the desire of immortal glory be a passion wliicli always 
exerts itself with the greatest force in the noblest and 
most exalted bosoms. 

Tell me, my friends, whence is it, that those men 
who have made the greatest advances in true wisdom 
and genuine philosophy, are observed to meet death 
with the most perfect equanimity, while the ignorant 
and unimproved part of our species generally see its 
approach with the utmost discomposure and reluctance ' 
Is it not becanso the more enlightened the mind is, and 
the farther it extends its view, the more clearly it dis- 
cerns in the hour of its dissolution (what narrow and 
vulgar souls are too short-sighted to discover) that it 
is taking its flight into some happier region ? 

For my own part, I feci myself transported with the 
most ardent impatience to join the society of rny two 
departed friends, your illustrious fathers, whose cha- 
racters I greatly respected, and whose persons I sin- 
cerely loved. Nor is this my earnest desire confined 
to those excellent persons alone with whom I was 
formerly connected ; I ardently wish to visit also those 
celebrated worthies, of whose honorable conduct 1 
have heard and read much, or whose virtues 1 have 
myself commemorated in some of my writings. To 
this glorious assembly I arn speedily advancing: and 1 
would not be turned back in my journey, even on the 
assured condition that my youth, like that of Pclias, 
should again be restored. The sincere truth is, if 
some divinity would confer on me a new grant of niy 
life, and replace me once more in the cradle, I would 
utterly, and without the least hesitation, reject the 
offer : having well nigh finished my race, I have no in- 
clination to return to the goal. For what has life to re- 
commend it ; or rather indeed to what evils does it not 
expose us ? But admit that its satisfactions are many ; 
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yet surely there is a time when we have had a suffi- 
cient measure of its enjoyments, and may well depart 
contented with our slmre of the feast : for I mean not, 
in imitation of some very considerable philosophers, to 
represent the condition of human nature as a subject 
of just lamentation: on the contrary, I am far from 
rey^retting that life was bestowed on me ; as I have the 
satisfaction to think that I have employed it in such a 
manner, as not to have lived in vain. In short, I con- 
sider this world as a place which Nature never de- 
signed for my permanent abode; and 1 look on niy de- 
parture out of it, not as being driven from my habita- 
tion, but as leaving my inn. 

O glorious day ! when I shall retire from this low 
and sordid scene, to associate with the divine assembly 
of departed spirits ; and not with those only whom I 
just now mentioned, but with my dear Cato ; that best 
of sons and most valuable of men I ft was iny sad fate 
to lay bis body on the funeral pile, when by the course 
of nature 1 had reason to hope he would have per- 
formed the same last office to mine. Ilis soul, how- 
ever, did not desert me, but still looked back on me in 
its night to those happy mansions, to w'hich he was 
assured I should one day follow him. If 1 seemed to 
bear his death with fortitude, it was by no means that 
I did not most sensibly feel the loss 1 had sustained : 
it was because 1 supported myself with the consoling 
reflection that we could not long be separated. 

Thus to think, and thus to act, has enabled me, 
Scipio, to bear up under a load of years with that ease 
and complacency which both you and Ladius have so 
frequently, it seems, remarked with admiration ; as, 
indeed, it has rendered my old age not only no incon- 
venient state to me, but even an agreeable one. And, 
after all, should this my firm persuasion of the soul's 
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immortality prove to be a mere delusion, it is at least 
a pleasing delusion ; and 1 will cliorisli it to my latest 
breath. 1 have tiie satisfaction in the mean time to be 
assured, that if death should utterly extinguish my 
existence, as some minute philosophers assert, the 
groundless hope 1 entertained of an after-life in some 
better state cannot expose me to the derision of these 
wonderful sages, wlien they and I shall be no more. 
At ail events, .and even admitting that our expectations 
of immortality arc utterly vain, there is a certain pe- 
riod, nevertheless, when death would be a consumma- 
tion most earnestly to be desired : for Nature has ap- 
pointed to the days of man, as to all things else, their 
proper limits, beyond which they are no longer of any 
value. In fine, old age may be considered as the last 
scene in the great drama of life ; and one would not, 
surely, wish to lengthen out his part till he sunk down 
sated with repetition, and exhausted with tatigue. 

These, my noble friends, are the reflections I had to 
lay before you on the subject of old age ; — a period, to 
which, I hope, you will both of you in due time arrive, 
and prove by your own experience the truth of what 
1 have asserted to you on mine. 
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L/ELIUS: OR, AN ESSAY ON FRIENDSHIP. 


To Titus Pomponius Atticus. 

Quintus Mucius, the au»;ur, used to relate, in a very 
agreeable manner, a variety of particulars which he 
remeinhered concerning his father-in-law, the sage 
Lailiiis, as he constantly styled him. My father intro- 
duced me to Mucius as soon as I was invested with 
tile manly robe; and he so strongly recommended him 
to my observance, that I never neglected any oppor- 
tunity in my power of attending him. In consequence 
of this privilege, I had the advantage to hear him oc- 
casionally discuss several important topics, and throw 
out many judicious maxims, which I carefully trea- 
sured up in my mind ; endeavoring to improve my- 
self in wisdom and knowlege by the benefit of his en- 
lightening observations. After his death, I attached 
myself in the same manner, and with the same views, 
to his relation Mucius Scaevola, the chief pontiff ; and 
I will venture to say, that in regard both to the po'frers 
of his mind and the integrity of his heart, Rome never 
produced a greater or more respectable character: 
but 1 shall take some other occasion to do justice to tlie 
merit of this excellent man : my present business is 
solely wdth the augur. 

As 1 was one day sitting with him and two or three 
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of his intimate acquaintance in his semicircular apart* 
meat where he usually received company, amoni; se - 
veral other points, he fell into discourse on an event 
which had lately happened, and was, as you well know, 
the general subject of conversation: for, you carnot 
hut remember (as you were much connected with one 
of the parties)^ that when Publius Sulpicius was tri- 
bune, and Quintus Pompeius consul, the implacable 
animosity that broke out between them, after having 
lived together in the most affectionate union, was uni- 
versally mentioned with concern and surprise. Mu- 
cins having casually touched on this unexpected rup- 
ture, took occasion to relate to us the substance of a 
conference which Ladius formerly held with him and 
his other son-in-law. Cuius Fannins, a few days after 
the death of Scipio Africanus, on the subject of friend- 
ship. As I perfectly well recollect the general pur- 
port of the relation he gave us, I have wrought it 
up, after my own manner, in the following essay : but 
that I might not incumber the dialogue with perpe- 
tually interposing ‘ said and ‘ said he,* I have intro- 
duced the speakers themselves to the reader ; by which 
means he may consider himself as a sort of party in 
the conference. 

It turns on a subject on which you have frequently 
pressed me to write my thoughts ; and, indeed, besides 
being peculiarly suitable to that intimacy which has so 
long subsisted between us, it is well worthy of being 
universally considered and understood. 1 have the 
more willingly, therefore, entered into the discussion 
you recommended, as it affords me an opportunity of 
rendering a general service, at the same time that 1 
am complying with your particular request. 


^ Publius Sulpicius. 
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In (lie treatise I lately inscribed to you on old age 
! represented the elder Cato as the principal speaker ; 
being persuaded that no person could with more weight 
and propriety be introduced, as delivering his ideas in 
relation to that advanced state, than one who had so 
long florishcd in it with unequalled spirit and vigor. 
In pursuance of the same principle, the metnornblc 
amity wliich, we are told, subsisted between Lielius 
and Scipio, rendered the former, I thought, a very 
suitable riharactei* to support a conversation on the 
subject of friendship ; and the reasoning I have as- 
cribed to him is agreeable to those sentiments which 
Mucins informed us he expressed. 

This kind of dialogue, where the question is agi- 
tated by illustrious personages of former ages, is apt, 
I know not how, to make a stronger impression on the 
mind of the reader than any other species of composi- 
tion. This effect, at least, I have experieuiced in iny 
own writings of that kind ; as I have sometimes ima- 
gined, when I was revising the essay I lately inscribed 
to you, that Cato himself, Jind not yonr friend in his 
name, was the real speaker. As in that performance, 
it was one veteran addressing another on the article of 
old age, so in the present, it is a friend explaining to 
a friend his notions concerning friendship. In the 
former conference, Cato, who was distinguished among 
his contemporaries by his great age and superior wis- 
dom, stands forth as the principal speaker : in this, 
which I now present to you, La;lius, who was no^ess 
respected in the times in which he florished, for his 
eminent virtues and faithful attachment to his friend, 
takes the lead in the discourse. I must request you, 
therefore, to turn your thoughts awhile from the writer, 
and suppose yourself conversing with Laclius. 

For this purpose you are to imagine Fannius and 
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Mucins makings a visit to tlieir father-in-law, soon after 
the death of Scipio Africamis ; and from that circum- 
stance, giving occasion to Laelius to enter on tlie sub- 
ject in question. I will only add, that in contemplating 
the portrait of a true friend, as delineated in the 'fol- 
lowing pages, you cannot be at a loss to discover your 
own. 

Fan, I agree with you, entirely, Laelius ; no man 
ever possessed more .amiable or more illustrious vir- 
tues th.an Scipio Africanus. Nevertheless, let me in- 
treat you to remember, that the public eye is particu- 
larly turned towards you on the present occasion, and 
extremely attentive to observe how l^aelius, the sage 
LjcHus, (as, by a very singular distinction, you are 
universally both called and acknowleged,) behaves 
under the great loss he has sustained. When I say 
by a very singular distinction, 1 am not ignorant that 
the late Marcus Cato, in our own times, and Lucius 
Attiliiis, in the days of our forefathers, were generally 
mentioned with the same honorable addition ; but I 
know, too, that it was for attainments somewhat ditfe- 
rent from those which have so justly occasioned it to 
be conferred on you. To the latter it was given, in 
allusion to hh eminent skill in the laws of his country ; 
as it was to the former, on account of the wonderAil 
compass and variety of his knowlege, together with his 
great experience in the atfairs of the world. Indeed, 
the ■^any signal proofs that Cato gave, both in the 
forum and the senate,. of his judgment, his spirit, and 
bis penetration, produced such frequent occasions to 
speak of his wisdom with admiration, that the epithet 
seems, by continually recurring, to have been consi- 
dered in his latter days as his original and proper 
name. But the same appellation (and 1 cannot forbear 
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repeating it again) lias been conferred on yon for 
qualifications not altogether of the same nature ; not 
merely in respect to the superior excellence of your 
political accomplishments, and those intellectual en- 
do^vments which adorn your mind, but principally in 
consequence of the singular advancement you have 
made in the study and practice of moral wisdom. In 
sliort, if La?lins is never named witlioiit the designa- 
tion I am speaking of, it is not so much in the popu- 
lar as ill the philosophical sense of the term that this 
characteristic is applied to him : and, in that sense, 1 
will venture to say, there is not a single instance, 
throughout all the states of Greece, of its ever having 
been thus attributed to any man by the unanimous 
consent of a whole people : for as to those famous 
sages who are commonly known by the general deno- 
mination of the seven wise men of Greece, it is asserted 
by the most accurate inquirers into their history that 
they cannot properly be ranked in the class of moral 
philosophers. One celebrated Grecian, however, there 
was, a native of Athens, whom the oracle of Apollo 
declared to be the wisest of the sons of men ; and be- 
lieve me, Lmlius, it is the same species of wisdom 
which this excellent moralist displayed that all the 
world is agreed in ascribing to you ; tlmt wisdom, I 
mean, by which you hold virtue to be capable of forti- 
fyingthe soul against all the various assaults of human 
ealaniities, and are taught to consider happiness as de- 
pending on yourself alone. 

In consequence of this general opinion, I have been 
frequently asked, (and the same question, I believe, 
lias no less often, Scajvola, been proposed to you,) in 
what manner Lmlius supports the loss he has lately 
sustained ; and this inquiry was the rather made, as it 
was remarked that you absented yourself from our last 
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monthly meeting in the gardens of Brutns the augur, 
where you had always before very regularly assisted. 

tSctD, I acknowlege, Laclius, that the question which 
Fatinius mentions has repeatedly been put to me by 
many of my acquaintance ; and I have always assumed 
them that, as far as 1 could observe, you received the 
wound that has been inflicted on you by the death of 
your affectionate and illustrious friend, with great com- 
posure and equanimity ; nevertheless, that it was not 
possible, nor indeed consistent with the general hu- 
mane disposition of your nature, not to be aflected by 
it ill a very sensible manner : however, that it was by 
no means grief, but merely indisposition, which pre- 
vented you from being present at the last meeting of 
our assembly. 

LfiL Your answer, Scaevola, was perfectly agree- 
able to the fact. Ill, certainly, would it become me, 
on account of any private affliction, to decline a con- 
ference which I have never failed to attend w'hen my 
health permitted ; and indeed I am persuaded that no 
man, who possesses a proper firmness of mind, will 
sutler his misfortunes, how heavily soever they may 
press on his heart, to interrupt his duties of any kind. 
For the rest, I consider the high opinion, Fannius, 
which you suppose the world entertains of my charac- 
ter, is an obliging proof of your friendship ; but it is 
an opinion which, as I am not conscious of deserving, 
1 have no disposition to claim. As little am Il'nclined 
to subscribe to your judgment concerning Cato; for if 
consummate wisdom, in the moral and philosophic 
idea of that expression, was ever to be found in the 
character of any human being, (which, I will confess, 
however, I very much doubt,) it certainly appeared 
throughout the whole conduct of that excellent person. 
Not to mention other proofs; with what unexampled 
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fortitude, let me ask, did be support the death of his 
incomparable son ! I was no stranger to the behavior 
of Paulus, and was an eye-witness to that of Callus, 
laboring under an affliction of the same kind ; but the 
soiis whom they were respectively bereaved of died 
when they were mere boys ; whereas Cato's was 
snatched from him when he had arrived at the prime 
of manhood, and was florishing in the general esteem 
of his country. Let me caution you, then, from suf- 
fering an 3 ’’ man to rival Cato in your good opinion, 
not excepting even him, whom the oracle of Apollo, 
you say, declared to be the wisest of the human race. 
The truth is, the memory of Socrates is held in honor 
for the admirable doctrine be delivered, but Cato's for 
the glorious deeds he performed. 

Thus far in particular reply to Fannius.— I now ad- 
dress myself to both : and if I were to deny that I re- 
gret the death of Scipio ; how far such a disposition of 
mind would be right, 1 leave philosophers to deter- 
mine ; but far, I confess, it is from the sentiments of 
my heart. I am sensibly, indeed, affected by the loss 
of a friend, whose equal no man, I will venture to say, 
ever possessed before, and none, I am persuaded, will 
ever meet with again. Nevertheless, 1 stand in want 
of no external assistance to heal the wound I have 
received : my own reflections supply me with sufficient 
consolation ; and I find it principally from not having 
given into that false opinion which adds poignancy to 
the grief of so many others under a loss of the same 
kind ; for I am convinced there is no circumstance in 
the death of Scipio that can justly be lamented with 
respect to himself ; whatever there is of private mis- 
fortune in that event, consists intirely in the loss 
which I have sustained. Under the full influence of 
such a persuasion, to indulge unrestrained sorrow, 
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would be a proof, not of a generous affection to one’s 
friend, but of too interested a concern for oneself. It 
is evident, indeed, that the color of Scipio’s days has, 
in every view of it, proved truly bright and glorious : 
for tell me, my friends, is there a felicity (unless 'he 
wished never to die — a wish, 1 am confident, he was 
too wise to entertain), is there a single article of hu- 
man happiness, that can reasonably be desired, which 
he did not live to attain ? The high expectations the 
world had conceived of him* in his earliest youth, 
were more than confirmed in his riper years ; as his 
virtues shone forth with a lustre superior even to the 
most sanguine hopes of his country. He was twice, 
without the least solicitation on his own part, elected 
consul : the first time, before he was legally qualified 
by his age to be admitted into that office; and the 
next, although not prematurely with respect to him- 
self, yet it had well-nigh proved too late for his coun- 
try : in both instances, however, success attended his 
arms ; and having levelled with the ground the capi- 
tals of two states the most inveterately hostile to the 
Roman name, he not only happily terminated the re- 
spective wars, but secured us from all apprehension of 
future danger from the same powers. I forbear to en- 
large on the affability of his manners ; the affection he 
showed to his mother ; the generosity he exercised 
towards his sisters ; the kindness with which he be- 
haved to the rest of his family ; and the unblemished 
integrity that influenced every part of his conduct : 
they were qualities in his exemplary and amiable cha- 
racter with which you are perfectly well acquainted : 
it is equally unnecessary to add, how sincerely he was 
beloved by bis country: the general concern that 
appeared at his funeral renders it sufficiently evident. 
What increase then could the addition of a few more 
years have made to the glory and happiness of bis life? 
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For admitting that old age does not necesisarily bring 
on a state of imbecility (as Cato, I remember, main- 
tained, in a conversation with Scipio and myself about 
a year before his death), it certainly impairs, at least, 
thkt vigor and vivacity, which Scipio still possessed at 
the time of his decease. 

Such then was the course of his happy and honor- 
able days, that neither his felicity nor his fame could 
have received any farther increase; and as to his 
death, it was much too sudden to have been attended 
with any sensible degree of pain. By what cause that 
unexpected event was occasioned is by no means in- 
deed clear : the general suspicions concerning it you 
well know. One circumstance, at least, is unquestion- 
able; that of all the many brilliant days he had en- 
joyed, the last of his life was the most completely il- 
lustrious ; for it was on the very evening which pre- 
ceded his death that he received the singular honor, 
at the breaking up of the senate, of being conducted 
to his house by all the members of that august assem- 
bly, attended by the several ambassadors both from 
Latinm and the allies of the Roman commonwealth : 
so that he cannot, it should seem, so properly be said 
to have descended into the regions of the infernal 
deities, as to have passed at once from the supreme 
height of human glory to the mansions of the celestial 
gods: for I am by no means a convert to the new 
doctrine which certain philosophers have lately en- 
deavored to propagate, who maintain that death extin- 
guishes the whole man, and bis soul perishes with the 
dissolution of his body. Indeed, the practice of our 
ancestors alone, abstracted from the opinion of the 
ancient sages, weighs more with me than all the argu- 
ments of these pretended reasoners : for certainly our 
forefathers would not so religiously have observed 
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those sacred rites which have been instituted in honor 
of the dead, if they had supposed that the deceased 
were in no respect concerned in the performance of 
them. IJut the conviction arising from this considera- 
tion is much strengthened, when 1 add to it the autho- 
rity of those great masters of reason, who enlightened 
our country by the schools they established in Great 
Greece during the florishing ages of that now de- 
serted part of Italy : and what has a still farther in- 
fluence ill determining my persuasion is, the opinion 
of that respectable moralist, who, in the judgment of 
Apollo himself, was declared to be the wisest of man- 
kind. This incomparable philosopher, without once 
varying to the opposite side of the question (jis his 
custom was on many other controverted subjects), 
steadily and firmly asserted that the human soul is a 
divine and immortal substance ; that death opens a 
way for its return to the celestial mansions ; and that 
the spirits of those just men who have made the great- 
est progress in the paths of virtue find the easiest and 
most expeditious admittance. This also was the opi- 
nion of my departed friend: an opinion which, you 
may remember, Scaevola, he particularly enlarged on 
in that conversation which, a very short time before 
his death, he held with you and me in conjunction with 
Philus, Manilius, and a large company of his other 
friends, on the subject of government : for in the 
close of that conference, which continued, you know, 
during three successive days, he related to us (as if he 
had been led into the topic by a kind of presentiment 
of his approaching fate) a discourse which Africanus 
delivered to him in a vision during his sleep, concern- 
ing the soul’s immortality. 

If it be true then that the souls of good men, when 
enlarged from this corporeal prison, wing their flight 
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into the lieavonly mansions with more or less ease, in 
proportion to their moral attainments ; what human 
spirit can wc suppose to have its immediate way to the 
gods with greater facility than that of Scipio ? To be- 
ui^il, therefore, an event attended with such advanta- 
geous consequences to himself, would, I fear, have 
more the appearance of envy than of friendship. I3ut 
should the contrary prove to be the fact ; should the 
soul and body really perish together, and no sense re- 
main after our dissolution ; — yet death, although it 
cannot, indeed, on this supposition, be deemed a hap- 
piness to my illustrious friend, can by no means how- 
ever be considered as an evil : for if all perception be 
totally extinguished in him ; he is, with respect to 
every thing that concerns himself, in the same state as 
if he had never been born., I say with respect to him- 
self ; for it is far otherwise with regard to his friends 
and to his country ; as both will have reason to rejoice 
in his having lived, so long as their own existence 
shall endure. 

In every view, therefore, of this event, considering 
it merely as it relates to my departed friend, it appears, 
as I observed before, to be a happy consummation: 
but it is much otherwise with regard to myself ; who, 
as I entered earlier into the world, ought, according 
to the common course of nature, to have sooner de- 
parted out of it. Nevertheless, I derive so much sa- 
tisfaction from reflecting on the friendship which sub- 
sisted between us, that I cannot but think I have rea- 
son to congratulate myself on the felicity of my life ; 
since I have had the happiness to pass the greatest 
part of it in the society of Scipio. We lived under 
the same roof ; passed together through the same mili- 
tary employments ; and were actuated in all our pur- 
suits, whether of a public or private nature, by the 
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same common principles and views. In short, and to 
express at once the whole spirit and essence of friend- 
ship, our inclinations, our sentiments, and our studies, 
were in perfect accord. For these reasons, my ambi- 
tion is less gratified by that high opinion (especially ns 
it is unmerited) which Fannius assures me the world 
entertains of my wisdom, than by the strong expecta- 
tions 1 have conceived that the memory of our friend- 
ship will prove immortal. 1 indulge this hope with 
the greater confidence, as there do not occur, in all the 
annals of past ages, above three or four instances of a 
similar amity ; and future times, 1 trust, will add the 
names of Scipio and Laelius to that select and cele- 
brated number. 

Fan, Your expectations, Lielius, cannot fail of be- 
ing realised. And now, as you have mentioned friend- 
ship, and we are intirely disengaged, it would be ex- 
tremely acceptable to me, and I am persuaded it wonld 
be 80 to Scsevola, if, agreeably to your usual readiness 
on other occasions of just inquiry, you would give us 
your opinion concerning the true nature of this con- 
nexion, the extent of its obligations, and the maxims 
by which it ought to be conducted. 

Sets, Fannius has prevented me in the request I 
was intending to make: your compliance, therefore, 
will equally confer an obligation on both of us. 

IabI. I should very willingly gratify your desires, if 
1 thought myself equal to the task ; for the subject is 
interesting, and we are at present, as Fannius ob- 
served, intirely at leisure: but I am too sensible of 
my own insufficiency to venture, thus unprepared, on 
the disquisition of a topic which requires much consi- 
deration to be treated as it deserves. Unpremeditated 
dissertations of this kind can only be expected from 
those Grecian geniuses, who are accustomed to speak 
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on the sudden on any given question ; and to those 
learned disputants I must refer you, if you wish to 
hear the subject properly discussed. As for myself, I 
can only exhort you to look on friendship as the most 
vqjuable of all human possessions ; no other being 
equally suited to the moral nature of man, or so appli> 
cable to every state and circumstance, whether of pros- 
perity or adversity, in which he can possibly be placed : 
but at the same time 1 lay it down as a fundamental 
axiom, that true friendship can only subsist between 
those who are animated by the strictest principles of ho- 
nor and virtue. When I say this, I would not be thought 
to adopt the sentiments of those speculative moralists 
who pretend that no man can justly be deemed vir- 
tuous who is not arrived at that state of absolute per- 
fection, which constitutes, according to their ideas, the 
character of genuine wisdom. This opinion may ap- 
pear true, perhaps, in theory, but is altogether inap- 
plicable to any useful purpose of society ; as it sup- 
poses a degree of virtue to which no mortal was ever 
capable of rising. It is not therefore that notional 
species of merit which imagination may possibly con- 
c^eive, or our wishes perhaps form, that we have reason 
to expect and require in a friend : it is those moral 
attainments alone which we see actually realised among 
mankind. And, indeed, 1 can never be persuaded to 
think that either Fabricius, or Cornneanius, or Curius, 
whom our forefathers justly revered for the superior 
rectitude of their conduct, were sages, according to 
that sublime criterion which these visionary philoso- 
phers have endeavored to establish. 1 should be con- 
tented, however, to leave them in the undisturbed pos- 
session of their arrogant and unintelligible notions of 
virtue, provided they would allow that the great per- 
sons I have named merited at least the character of 
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good men : but even this, it seems, they are not willing 
to grant ; still contending, with their usual obstinacy, 
that goodness is an attribute which can only be as> 
cribed to their perfect sage. I shall venture, never- 
theless, to adjust my own measure of that quality |)y 
the humbler standard of plain common sense. In my 
opinion, therefore, whoever, like those distinguished 
models I just now mentioned, restrains his passions 
within the bounds of reason, and uniformly acts, in all 
the various relations of life, on one steady consistent 
principle of approved honor, justice, and beneficence ; 
that man is in reality, as well as in common estima- 
tion, strictly and truly good : inasmuch as he regu- 
lates his conduct (so far, 1 mean, as is compatible with 
human frailty) by a constant obedience to those best 
and surest guides of moral rectitude, the sacred laws of 
Nature. 

In tracing these laws, it seems evident, I think, that 
man, by the frame of bis moral constitution, is dis- 
posed to consider himself as standing in some degree 
of social relation to the whole species in general ; and 
that this principle acts with more or less vigor, ac- 
cording to the distance at which he is placed with re- 
spect to any particular community or individual of his 
kind ; thus it may be observed to operate with greater 
force between fellow-citizens of the same common- 
wealth, than in regard to foreigners ; and between the 
several members of the same family, than towards 
those among whom there is no common tie of consan- 
guinity. In the case of relations, indeed, this principle 
somewhat rises in its strength, and produces a sort of 
instinctive amity ; but an amity, however, of no great 
firmness or solidity. The inferiority of this species of 
natural connexion, when compared with that which is 
the consequence of voluntary choice, appears from this 
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single consideration; that the former hath not the 
least dependence on the sentiments of the licart, but 
continues the same it was in its origin, notwithstand- 
ing every degree of cordiality between the parties 
slKjuld be utterly extinguished ; whereas the kind 
afTcctions enter so essentially into the latter, that 
where love does not exist friendship can have no being. 
But what still farther evinces the strength and efficacy 
of friendship above all the numberless other social 
tendencies of the human heart, is, that instead of 
wasting its force on a multiplicity of divided objects, 
its whole energy is exerted for the benefit of only two 
or three persons at the utmost. 

Friendship may be shortly defined — a perfect con- 
formity of opinions on all religious and civil subjects, 
united w'ith the highest degree of mutual esteem and 
affection : and yet from these simple circumstances 
results the most desirable blessing, virtue alone ex- 
cepted, that the gods have bestowed on mankind. I 
am sensible that in this opinion 1 shall not be uni- 
versally supported : health and riches, honors and 
power; have each of them their distinct admirers, and 
are respectively pursued as the supreme felicity of 
human life ; whilst some there are (and the number is 
by no means inconsiderable) who contend, that it is to 
be found only in sensual gratifications: but the latter 
place their principal happiness on the same low enjoy- 
ments which constitute the chief good of brutes ; and 
the former, on those very precarious possessions that 
depend much less on our own merit than on the ca- 
price of fortune. They indeed who maintain that the 
ultimate good of man consists in the knowlege and 
practice of virtue, fix it, undoubtedly, on its truest and 
most glorious foundation : but let it be remembered, at 
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the same time, that Virtue is at once both the parent 
and the support of friendship. 

I have already declared, that by virtue I do not 
mean, with the philosophers before alluded to, that 
ideal strain of perfection which is no where to be foKnd 
but in the pompous language of enthusiastic dcclama* 
tion : 1 mean only that atbiinahle degree of moral 
merit, which is understood by the term in common 
discourse, and may be exemplified in actual practice. 
Without entering therefore into a particular inquiry 
concerning those imaginary beings, which never have 
been realised in human nature, I think myself war- 
ranted in considering those persons as truly good men 
who have always been so deemed in the general opi- 
nion of mankind ; the Pauli, for instance, and the Catos, 
the Galli, the Scipios, and the Phili ; for with such 
characters the world has reason to be well contented. 

When friendship therefore is contracted between 
men, who possess a degree of virtue not inferior to 
that which adorned those approved personages I have 
just named, it is productive of unspeakable advan- 
tages. ‘ Life would be utterly lifeless,' as old Ennius 
expresses it, without a friend on whose kindness and 
fidelity one might confidently repose. Can there be 
a more real complacency indeed, than to lay open to 
another Ihe most secret thoughts of one's heart, with 
the same confidence and security as if they were still 
concealed in his own? Would not the fruits of pros- 
perity lose much of their relish, were there none who 
equally rejoiced with the possessor in the satisfaction 
he received from them ? and how difficult must it prove 
to Dear up under the pressure of misfortunes, unsup- 
porti^ by a generous associate who more than equally 
divides their load ! Id short, the several occasions to 
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which friendship extends its kindly offices are un- 
bounded ; while the advantage of every other object 
of human desires is confined within certain specific and 
determinate limits, beyond which it is of no avail. 
Thrs wealth is pursued for the particular uses to which 
it is solely applicable ; power, in order to receive wor- 
ship ; honors, for the sake of fame ; sensual indul- 
gences, on account of the gratifications that attend 
them ; and health, as the means of living exempt from 
pain, and possessing the unobstructed exercise of all 
our corporeal faculties : whereas friendship (1 repeat 
it again) is adapted by its nature to an infinite number 
of different ends ; accommodates itself to all circum- 
stances and situations of human life; and can at no 
season prove either unsuitable or inconvenient : in a 
word, not even fire and water (to use a proverbial il- 
lustration) are capable of being converted to a greater 
variety of beneficial purposes. 

I desire it may be understood, however, that I am 
now speaking, not of that inferior species of amity, 
which occurs in the common intercourse of the world, 
although this too is not without its pleasures and ad- 
vantages ; but of that genuine and perfect friendship, 
examples of which are so extremely rare as to be ren- 
dered memorable by their singularity. It is this sort 
alone that can truly be said to heighten the joys of 
prosperity, and mitigate the sorrows of adversity, by a 
generous participation of both. Indeed, one of the 
chief, among the many important offices of this con- 
* iiexion, ia exerted in the day of affliction ; by dispelling 
the gloom that overcasts the mind, encouraging the 
hope of happier times, and preventing the depressed 
spirits from sinking into a state of weak and unmanly 
despondence. 

Whoever is in possession of a true friend, sees the 



300 


CICERO. 


exact counterpart of his own soul. In consequence of 
this moral resemblance between them, they are so in- 
timately one, that no advantage can attend either, 
which does not equally communicate itself to both : 
they are strong in the strength, rich in the opulence, 
and powerful in the power of each other. They can 
scarcely indeed be considered, in any respect, as sepa- 
rate individuals ; and wherever the one appears, the 
other is virtually present. I will venture even a bolder 
assertion, and affirm, that in despite of death, they 
must both continue to exist, so long as either of them 
shall remain alive : for the deceased may, in a certain 
sense, be said still to live, whose memory is preserved 
with the highest veneration and the most tender regret, 
in the bosom of the survivor ; — a circumstance which 
renders the former happy in death, and the latter ho- 
nored in life. 

If that benevolent principle, which thus intimately 
unites two persons in the bands of amity, were to be 
struck out of the human heart, it would be impossible 
that either private families or public communities 
should subsist; even the land itself would lie waste, 
and desolation overspread the earth. Should this as- 
sertion stand in need of a proof, it will appear evident, 
by considering the ruinous consequences which ensue 
from discord and dissension : for what family is so 
securely established, or what government fixed on so 
firm a basis, that it would not be overturned and utterly 
destroyed, were a general spirit of enmity and malevo-^ 
lence to break forth amongst its members? a sufficient 
argument, surely, of the inestimable benefits which 
flow from the kind and friendly afiections ! 

I have been informed that a certain learned bard of 
Agrigentum published a philosophic poem in Greek, in 
which he asserted that the several bodies, which com- 
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pose the physical system of the universe, preserve the 
consistence of their respective forms, or are dispersed 
into their primitive atoms, as a principle of amity or 
of discord becomes predominant in their composition. 
It ij certain, at least, that the powerful eftects of these 
opposite agents in the moral world is universally per- 
ceived and acknowleged. Agreeable to this general 
sentiment, who is there, when he beholds a man gene- 
rously exposing himself to certain danger, for the sake 
of rescuing his distressed friend, that can forbear ex- 
pressing the wannest approbation? Accordingly, what 
repeated acclamations lately echoed through the thea- 
tre, at the new play of my host and friend Pacuvius, in 
that scene where Pylades and Orestes are introduced 
before the king; who being ignorant which of them 
was Orestes, whom he had determined to put to death, 
each insists, in order to save the life of his associate, 
that he himself is the real person in (piestion. If the 
mere fictitious representation of such a magnanimous 
and heroic contention was thus universally applauded 
by the spectators, what impression must it have made 
on their minds, had they seen it actually displayed in 
real life ! The general effect produced on this occa- 
sion clearly shows how deeply Nature hath impressed 
on the human heart a sense of moral beauty ; since a 
whole audience thus unanimously conspired in ad- 
miring an instance of sublime generosity in another's 
conduct, which not one of them, perhaps, was capable 
of exhibiting in his own. 

Thus far I have ventured to lay before you my gene- 
ral notions concerning friendship. If aught remain to 
be added on the subject, and much there certainly 
does, permit me to refer you to those philosophers who 
are more capable of giving you satisfaction. 

I^an, That satisfaction, Laelius, we rather hope to 
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receive from you : for although I have frequently ap- 
plied to those philosophers to whom you would resign 
me, and have been no unwilling auditor of their dis- 
courses; yet 1 am persuaded you will deliver your 
sentiments on this subject in a much more elegant ^nd 
enlightening manner. 

Sc(E, You would have been still more confirmed in 
that opinion, Fannius, had you been present with us at 
the conference which we held not long since in the 
gardens of Scipio, on the subject of government, when 
liCelius proved himself so powerful an advocate in sup- 
port of natural justice, by confuting the subtle argu- 
ments of the very acute and distinguishing Philiis. 

Fan, To triumph in the cause of justice could be no 
difficult task, certainly, to Leelius, who is confessedly 
one of the most just and upright of men ! 

SccB, And can it be less easy for Mm, who has de- 
servedly acquired the highest honor by his eminent 
constancy, affection, and fidelity to his friend, to ex- 
plain, with equal success, the principles and duties of 
friendship ? 

Leel. This is pressing me beyond all power of resist- 
ance: and, indeed, it would be unreasonable as well 
as difficult, not to yield to the desires of two such 
worthy relations, when they request my sentiments on 
a point of so interesting and important a nature. 

Having frequently, then, turned my thoughts on this 
subject, the principal question, that has always oc- 
curred to me, is, whether friendship takes its rise from 
the wants and weaknesses of man, and is cultivated 
solely in order to obtain, by a mutual exchange of 
good offices, those advantages which be could not other- 
wise acquire ; or whether Nature, notwithstanding this 
beneficial intercourse is inseparable from the connexion, 
previously disposes the heart to engage in it on a nobler 
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and more generous inducement? In order to determine 
this question, it must be observed, that love is a lead- 
ingand essential principle in constitutingthat particular 
species of benevolence, which is termed amity ; and 
although this sentiment may be feigned, indeed, by 
the followers of those who are courted merely with 
a view to interest, yet it cannot possibly be produced 
by a motive of interest alone. There is a truth and 
simplicity in genuine friendship, an unconstrained and 
sponfanenus emotion, altogether incompatible with 
every kind and degree of artifice and simulation. I 
am persuaded therefore that it derives its origin, not 
from the indigence of human nature, but from a dis- 
tinct principle implanted in the breast of man ; from 
a certain instinctive tendency, which draws congenial 
minds into union, and not from a cool calculation of the 
advantages with which it is pregnant. 

The wonderful force, indeed, of innate propensities 
of the benevolent kind, is observable even among 
brutes, in that tender attachment which prevails, 
during a certain period, between the dam and her 
young : but their strongest effects are more particu- 
larly conspicuous in the human species ; as appears, 
in the first place, from that powerful endearment which 
subsists between parents and children, and which can- 
not be eradicated or counteracted without the most de- 
testable impiety; and in the next, from those senti- 
ments of secret approbation, which arise on the very 
first interview with a man whose manners and temper 
seem to harmonise with our own, and in whom we 
think we discover symptoms of an honest and virtuous 
mind. In reality, nothing is so beautiful as virtue, 
and nothing makes its way more directly to the heart : 
we feel a certain degree of affection even towards those 
meritorious persons whom we have never seen, and 
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whose characters are known to us only from history. 
Where is the man that does not, even at this distance 
of time, find his heart glow with benevolence towards 
the memory of Fabricius or Curius, though he certainly 
never beheld their persons ? On the contrary, whb is 
there that feels not emotions of hatred and detestation, 
when he reflects on the conduct of Tarquin, of Cassius, 
or of Moelius? Rome has twice contended for empire 
on Italian ground, when she sent forth her armies to 
oppose the respective invasions of Pyrrhus and of 
Hannibal ; and yet, with what different dispositions do 
we review the campaigns of those hostile chiefs ! The 
generous spirit of the former very much softens our 
resentment towards him ; while the cruelty of the 
latter must render his character the abhorrence of 
every Roman. 

If the charms of virtue, then, are so captivating, as 
to inspire us with some degree of affection towards 
those approved persons whom we never saw ; or, which 
is still more extraordinary, if they force us to admire 
them even in an enemy ; what wonder is it, that in 
those with whom we live and converse, they should 
affect us in a still more irresistible manner? It roust 
be acknowleged, however, that this first impression is 
considerably strengthened and improved by a nearer 
intercourse, by subsequent good offices, and by a gene- 
ral indication of zeal for our service ; causes which, 
when they operate with combined force, kindle in the 
heart the warmest and most generous amity. To sup- 
pose that all attachments of this sort spring solely from 
a sense of human imbecility, and in order to supply 
that insuflSciency we feel in ourselves, by the assistance 
we hope to receive from others, is to degrade friend- 
ship to a most unworthy and ignoble origin. Indeed, 
if this supposition were true, they who find in them- 
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selves the greatest defects, would be the most disposed 
and the best qualified to engage in this kind of con- 
nexion ; which is contrary to fact ; for experience 
shows, that the more a man looks for his happiness 
wfthin himself, and the more firmly he stands sup- 
ported by the consciousness of his own intrinsic merit, 
the more desirous he is to cultivate an intercourse of 
amity, and the better friend he certainly proves. In 
what respect, let me ask, had Scipio any occasion for 
my services? We neither of us, most assuredly, stood 
in need of the other's aid ; but the singular virtues 1 
admired in his character, together with the favorable 
opinion which in some measure, perhaps, he had con- 
ceived of mine, were the primary and prevailing mo- 
tives of that affectionate attachment, which was after- 
wards so considerably increased by the habitudes of 
intimate and unreserved converse : for although many 
and great advantages accrued to both from the alliance 
that was thus formed between us, yet sure I am, that 
the hope of receiving those reciprocal benefits by no 
means entered into the original cause of our union. 
In fact, as generosity disdains to make a traffic of her 
favors, and a liberal mind confers obligations, not from 
the mean hope of a return, but solely from that satis- 
faction wich Nature has annexed to the exertion of 
benevolent actions ; so I think it is evident that we are 
induced to form ' friendships, not from a mercenary 
contemplation of their utility, but from that pare dis- 
interested copfplacency which results from the mere 
exereise of the affection itself* 

That sect of philosophers, who impute ail human 
actions to the same motive which determines those of 
brutes, and refer both to one common principle of 
self-gratification, will be very far, I am sensible, from 
agreeing with me in the origin I have ascribed to 
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friendship ; and no wonder ; for nothing great and ele- 
vated can win the esteem and approbation of a set of 
men, whose whole thoughts and pursuits are profess- 
edly directed to so base and ignoble an end. 

I shall take no farther notice, therefore, of th^ir 
unworthy tenets, well convinced as I am that there is 
an implanted sense in man, by which Nature allures 
his heart to the charms of virtue, in whomsoever her 
lovely form appears: and hence it is, that they who 
lind in themselves a predilection for some particular 
object of moral approbation are induced to desire a 
nearer and more intimate communion with that person, 
in order to enjoy those pure and mental advantages 
which flow from an habitual and familiar intercourse 
with the good ; I will add, too, in order to feel the 
refined satisfaction of inspiring equal and reciprocal 
sentiments of affection, together with the generous 
pleasure of conferring acts of kindness without the 
least view of a return. A friendship placed on this its 
proper and natural basis is not only productive of the 
most solid utility, but stands at the same time on a 
firmer and more durable foundation, than if it were 
raised oh a sense of human wants and weakness : for if 
interest were the true and only medium to cement this 
connexion, it could hold no longer than while interest, 
which is always fluctuating and variable, should con- 
tinue to be advanced by the same hand ; whereas ge- 
>»nuine friendship, being produced by the simple effici- 
ency of Nature’s steady and immutable laws, resem- 
bles the source whence it springs, and is for ever per- 
manent and unchangeable. 

This may suffice concerning the rise of friendship, 
unless you should have any thing to object to the 
principles I bave^endeavored to establish. 

Fan, Much otherwise: 1 will take the privilege, 
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therefore, of seniority, to answer for Scaevola as well 
ns for myself, by requesting you, in both our names, 
to proceed. 

Sece, Fannius has very justly expressed my senli- 
mSnts ,* and 1 join with him in wishing to hear what 
you have farther to observe on the question we have 
proposed. 

LcbI, I will lay before you, then, my excellent young 
men, the result of frequent conversations which Scipio 
and I have formerly held together on the subject. He 
used to say, that nothing is so difTicult as to preserve a 
lasting and unbroken friendship to the end of life ; for 
it may frequently happen, not only that the interest of 
the parties shall consulerably interfere, or their opi- 
nions concerning political measures widely ditlcr ; but 
age, infirmities, or misfortunes, are apt to produce very 
extraordinary changes in the tempers and dispositions 
of men. He illustrated this general instability of com- 
mon friendships by tracing the revolutions they are 
liable to undergo, from the earliest period in which 
this kind of connexion can commence : accordingly he 
observed, that those strong attachments, winch are 
sometimes formed in childhood, were generally re- 
nounced with the puerile robe: but should a particular 
affection, contracted in this tender age, happen to con- 
tinue to riper years, it is not unusual to see it after- 
wards interrupted, either by rivnlship in a matrimonial 
pursuit, or some other object of youthful competition, 
in which both cannot possibly succeed. If these com- 
mon dangers, however, should be happily escaped, yet 
others no less fatal may hereafter rise up to its ruin ; 
especially if they should become opposite candidates 
for the same dignities of the state: for as ivith the 
generality of mankind an immoderate desire of wealth, 
so among those of a more liberal and exalted spirit an 
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inordinate thirst of glory is usually the strongest bane 
of amity ; and each of them have proved the occasion 
of converting the warmest friends into the most impla* 
cable enemies. 

He added, that great and just dissensions had ari^n 
also in numberless instances, on account of improper 
requests ; where a man has solicited his friend to as- 
sist him, for example, in his lawless pursuits. A de- 
nial on such occasions, though certainly laudable, is 
generally deemed by the party refused to be a viola- 
tion of the rights of amity ; and he will probably re- 
sent it the more, as applications of this nature neces- 
sarily imply that the person who breaks through all 
restraints in urging them is equally disposed to make 
the same unwarrantable concessions on his own part. 
Disagreements of this kind have not only caused irre- 
parable breaches between the closest connexions, but 
have even kindled unextingiiishable animosities. In 
short, the common friendships of the world are liable 
to be broken to pieces by such a variety of accidents, 
that Scipio thought it required a more than common 
portion^ not only of good sense, but of good fortune, 
to steer intirely clear of those numerous and fatal 
rocks. 

Our first inquiry therefore, if you please, shall be, 
how far the claims of friendship may reasonably ex- 
tend. For instance, ought the bosom friends of Co- 
riolanus (if any intimacies of that kind be had) to 
have joined him in turning his arms against his coun- 
try ; or those of Viscellinus, or SpuHus Mselius, to 
have assisted them in their designs of usurping the 
sovereign power ? 

In those public commotions which were raised l>y 
Tiberius Gracchus, it appeared that neither Qifiaiiis 
Tubero, nor any other of those persons with wlMt be 
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lived on terms of the greatest intimacy, engaged in his 
faction, one only excepted, who was related to your 
family, Scsevola, by the ties of hospitality ; I mean 
Blosius of Cumae. This man (as 1 was appointed an 
assessor with the two consuls Laenas and Kupilius) 
applied to me to obtain his pardon ; alleging, in his 
justification, that he entertained so high an esteem and 
aflection for Gracchus, as to hold himself obliged to 
concur with him in any measure he might propose. 
What, if he had even desired you to set fire to the 
rapitol? — ‘ Such a request, I am confident,' replied 
Blosius, ‘he never w'ould have made.' But, admit- 
ting that he had; how would you have determined?- — 
‘ In that case,’ returned Blosius, ‘ I should most cer- 
tainly have complied.’ Infamous as this confession 
was, ho acted agreeably to it; or rather, indeed, his 
conduct exceeded even the impiety of his professions : 
for, not contented with encouraging the seditious 
schemes of Tiberius Gracchus, he actually took the 
lead in them ; and was an instigator, as well as an 
associate, in all the madness of his measures. In con- 
sequence of these extravagant proceedings, and alarmed 
to find that extraordinary judges were appointed for 
his trial, he made his escape into Asia, where, enter- 
ing into the service of our enemies, he met with the 
fate he so justly merited for the injuries he had done 
to the commonwealth. 

I lay it down then as a rule without exception, that 
no degree of friendship can either justify or excuse 
the commission of a criminal action : for true amity, 
being founded on an qpinion of virtue in the object of 
our affection, it is scarcely possible that those senti- 
ments should remain, after an avowed and open viola- 
tion of the principles which originally produced them. 

To maintain that the duties of this relation require 
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a compliance with every request a friend shall offer, 
and give a right to expect the same unlimited conces- 
sions in return, would be a doctrine, I confess, from 
^vhich no ill consequences could ensue, if the parties 
concerned were absolutely perfect, and incapable V)f 
the least deviation from the dictates of virtue and good 
sense: but in settling the principles by which our con- 
duct in (his respect ought to be regulated, we are not 
to form our estimate by fictitious representations, but 
to consider what history and experience teaches us 
that mankind truly are ; and to select for our imitji- 
tion such real characters as seem to have approached 
(he nearest to perfection. 

Tradition informs us that Papas ^d^milius and Caius 
Luscinus, who were twice colleagues in the consular 
and censorial offices, were united also in the strictest 
intimacy ; and that Manlius Curius and Titus Corun- 
canius lived with them, and with each other, on terms 
of the strictest and most inviolable friendship : it may 
well, therefore, be presumed, (since there is not even 
the slightest reason to suspect the contrary) that none 
of these illustrious worthies ever made a proposal to 
his friend inconsistent with the laws of honor, or that 
fidelity he had pledged to bis country. To urge, that 
if any overtures of that nature had ever been made, 
they would certainly have been rejected, and conse- 
quently must biive been concealed from public notice, 
is an objection by no means sufficient to weaken the 
presumption, when the sanctity of manners which dis- 
tinguished these venerable persons shall be duly con- 
sidered ; for, to be capable of waking such proposals, 
would be no less a proof of Jepravity than actually 
consenting to them. Accordingly, we find that both 
Garbo and Caius Cato, the friends of Tiberias Grac- 
chus, did not refuse to take a part in his turbulent 
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measures ; as his brother Caius, although he was not 
indeed a very considerable actor in the scene at first, 
is now most zealously engaged in the same unworthy 
cause. 

Jbet it be established, therefore, as one of the most 
sacred and indispensable laws of this connexion, never 
either to make or to grant a request which honor and 
virtue will not justify. To allege, in any instance of 
deviation from moral rectitude, that one was actuated 
by a warmth of zcial for his friend, is, in every species 
of criminal conduct, a plea altogether scandalous and 
inadmissible, but particularly in transactions that 
strike at the peace and welfare of the state. I would 
the more earnestly inculcate this important maxim, as, 
from the present complexion of the times, it seems 
peculiarly necessary to guard against introducing prin- 
ciples which may hereafter be productive of fatal dis- 
turbances in the republic : and, indeed, we have al- 
ready somewhat deviated from that political line, by 
which our wiser ancestors were wont to regulate their 
public conduct. 

Thus Tiberius Cracchus, who aimed at sovereign 
power, or rather indeed who actually possessed it, 
during the space of a few months, opened a scene so 
totally new to the Koman people, that not even tradi- 
tion had delivered down to them any circumstance in 
former times which resembled it. Some of the friends 
and relations of this man, who had concurred with him 
in his life-time, continued to support the same factious 
measures after his death : and 1 cannot reflect on the 
cruel part they acted towards Scipio Nasica without 
melting into tears. I will confess, at the same time, 
that in consideration of the punishment which Tiberius 
Gracchus has lately suffered, 1 have protected his 
friend Garbo as far as it was in my power. As to the 
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consequences we have reason to expect from the tribu- 
nate of Caius Gracchus, 1 am unwilling to indulge con- 
jecture ; but this 1 do not scruple to say, that when once 
a distemper of this kind has broken out in a common- 
wealth, the infection is apt to spread, and it generally 
gathers strength the wider it extends. In conformity 
to this observation, the change which was made by the 
Gabinian law in the manner of voting was two years 
afterwards, you know, carried still farther by the law 
which Cassius proposed and obtained: and I cannot 
but prophesy that a rupture between the people and 
the senate will be the result of both ; as the most im- 
portant affairs of the commonwealth will hereafter be 
conducted by the caprice of the multitude. It is much 
easier, indeed, to discover the source from which these 
disorders will arise, than to point out a remedy for the 
mischief they will occasion. 

I have thrown out these reflections, as well knowing 
that no public innovations of this pernicious kind are 
ever attempted without the assistance of some select 
and confidential associates. It is necessary, there- 
fore, to admonish those who mean well to the consti- 
tution of their country, that if they should inadver- 
tently have formed an intimacy with men of a con- 
trary principle, they are not to imagine themselves so 
bound by the laws of amity, as to lie under an indis- 
pensable obligation to support them in attempts injuri- 
ous to the community. Whoever disturbs the peace 
of the commonwealth is a just object of public indig- 
nation ; nor is that mao less, deserving of punishment 
who acts as a second in such an impious cause, than 
the principal. No person ever possessed a greater 
share of power, or was more eminently distinguished 
among the Grecian states, than Themistocles. Thia 
illustrious general, who was commander-in-chief of 
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Die Grecian forces in the Persian war, and who by his 
services on that occasion delivered his country from 
the tyranny with which it was threatened ; having been 
driven into exile by the jealousy his great talents had 
rawed, did not acquiesce under the ingratitude of his 
fellow-citizens with the submission he ought ; on the 
contrary, he acted the same traitorous part under this 
unmerited persecution, as Coriolanus did amongst us 
about twenty years before: but neither the one nor 
the other found a coadjutor among their respective 
friends; in consequence of which just dereliction they 
each of them perished by their own desperate hands. 

It appears, then, from the principles I have laid 
down, that these kinds of wicked combinations under 
the pretended obligations of friendship, are so far from 
being sanctified by that relation, that, on the contrary, 
they ought to be publicly discouraged by the severest 
punishments; lest it should be thought an allowed 
maxim that a friend is to ht supported in every out- 
rage he may commit, eyen though he should take up 
arms against his country. 1 am the more earnest to 
expose the error of thj^ dangerous persuasion, as there 
are certain symptoms in the present times which give 
me reason to fear that at some future period the im- 
pious principle 1 am combating may actually bo ex- 
tended to the case 1 last mentioned ; and I am no 
less desirous that the peace of the republic should be 
preserved after my death, than zealous to maintain it 
during my life. 

The first and great axiom, therefore, in the laws of 
amity, should invariably be, never to require from a 
friend what he cannot grant without a breach of bis 
honor ; and always to be ready to assist him on every 
occasion consistent with that principle. So long as we 
shall act under the secure guard of this sacred barrier. 
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it will not be sufficient merely to yield a ready com- 
pliance with iill his desires; W'e oiig;ht to anticipate 
and prevent them. Another rule likewise of indis- 
pensable obligation on all who would approve them- 
selves true friends, is to be ever ready to offer their 
advice with an unreserved and honest frankness of 
heart. The counsels of a faithful and friendly monitor 
carry with them an authority which ought to have 
great influence, and they should be urged not only 
with freedom, but even with severity, if the occasion 
should appear to require it. 

I am informed that certain Greek writers (philoso- 
phers, it seems, in the opinion of their countrymen) 
have advanced some very extraordinary positions re- 
lating to the subject of our present inquiry; as, in- 
deed, what spbject is there which these subtile geniuses 
have not tortured with their sophistry? The authors 
to whom I allude dissuade their disciples from enter- 
ing into any strong attachments, as unavoidably cre- 
ating supernumerary disquietudes to those who engage 
in them : and as every man has more than sufficient to 
call forth his solicitude, in the course of his own af- 
fairs, it is a weakness, they contend, anxiously to in- 
volve himself in the concerns of others. They recom- 
mend it also in all connexions of this kind to hold the 
bands of union extremely loose ; so as always to have 
it in one’s power to straiten or relax them, as circum- 
stances and situations shall render most expedient. 
They add, as a capital article of their doctrine, that to 
live exempt from cares is an essential ingredient to 
constitute human happiness ; but an ingredient, how- 
ever, which be who voluntarily distresses himself with 
cares in which he has no necessary and personal in- 
terest, must never hope to possess. 

. 1 have been told likewise, that there is another set 
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of pfetended philosophers of the same country whose 
tenets concerning this subject are of a still more illi- 
beral and ungenerous cast ; and I have already, in the 
course of this conversation, slightly animadverted on 
th«ir principles. The proposition they attempted to 
establish is, that friendship is an affair of self-interest 
intirely, and that the proper motive for engaging in it 
is, not in order 'to gratify the kind and benevolent 
affections, but for the benefit of that assistance and 
support which is to be derived from the connexion. 
Accordingly, they assert that those persons are most 
disposed to have recourse to auxiliary alliances of this 
kind who are least qualifi^^d by nature or fortune to 
depend on their own strength and powers ; the weaker 
sex, for instance, being generally more inclined to en- 
gage in friendships than the male part of*our specie! ; 
and those who are depressed by indigence, or laboring 
under misfortunes, than the wealthy and the pros- 
perous. 

Excellent and obliging sages these, undoubtedly ! 
To strike out the friendly affections from the moral 
world would be like ^extinguishing the sun in the na- 
tural ; each of tliem being the source of the best and 
most grateful satisfactions that the gods have conferred 
on the sons of men. But I should he glad to know 
what the real value of this boasted exemption from 
care, which they promise their disciples, justly amounts 
to ; an exemption flattering to self-love, I confess, but 
which, on many occurrences in human life, should be 
rejected with the utmost disdain ; for nothing, surely, 
can he m^e inconsistent with a well-poised and manly 
spirit^ than to decline engaging in any laudable action, 
or to<'he discouraged from persevering in it, by an ap- 
prehension of the trouble and solicitude with which it 
may probably be attended. Virtue herself, indeed, 
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ought to be totally renounced, if it be right to avoid 
every possible means that may be productive of un- 
easiness ; for who, that is actuated by her principles, 
can observe the conduct of an opposite character with- 
out being affected with some degree of secret dissatis- 
faction ? Are not the just, the brave, and the good 
necessarily exposed to the disagreeable emotions of 
dislike and aversion, when they respectively meet with 
instances of fraud, of cowardice, or of villany ? It is 
an essential property of every well-constituted mihd 
to be affected with pain or pleasure, according to the 
nature of those moral appearances that present them- 
selves to observation. 

If sensibility, therefore, be not incompatible with 
true wisdom, (and it surely is not, unless we suppose 
tlfat philosophy deadens every finer feeling of our na- 
ture,) what just reason can be assigned, why the sym- 
pathetic sufferings which may result from friendship 
should be a sufficient inducement for banishing that 
generous affection from the human breast? Extinguish 
all emotions of the heart, and what difference will re- 
main, I do not say between man ^d brute, but between 
man and a mere inanimate clod? Away then with 
those austere philosophers, who represent virtue as 
hardening the soul against all the softer impressions of 
humanity 1 The fact, certainly, is much otherwise : a 
truly good man is on many occasions extremely sus- 
ceptible of tender sentiments ; and his heart expands 
with joy, or shrinks with sorrow, as good or ill fortune 
accompanies his friend. On the whole, then, it may 
fairly be concluded, that as in the case of vAbue, so in 
that of friendship, those painfuldsensations, 
sometimes be produced by the one as well as 
other, are equally insufficient for excluding either 
them from taking possession of our bosoms. 
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There is a charm in virtue, as I have already had 
occasion to remark, that by a secret and irresistible 
bi|is, draws the general aflfection of those persons to- 
wards each other, in whom it appears to reside ; and 
thfs instantaneous good -will is mutually attended with 
a desire of entering into a nearer and more intimate 
correspondence ; sentiments which, at length, by a 
natural and necessary consequence, give rise to par- 
tijpular friendships. Strange indeed would it be, that 
exalted honors, magnificent mansions, or sumptuous 
apparel, not to mention other splendid objects of ge- 
neral admiration, should have power to captivate the 
greater part of our species ; and that the beauty of a 
virtuous mind, capable of meeting our affection with 
an equal return, should not have sufficient allurements 
to inspire the most ardent passion ! I said, capable^ of 
meeting our affection with an equal return ; for no- 
thing, surely, can be more delightful than to live in a 
constant interchange and vicissitude of reciprocal good 
offices. If we add to this, as with truth we may, that 
a similitude of manners is the most powerful of all 
attractions, it must be granted that the virtuous are 
strongly impelled towards each other by that moral 
tendency and natural relationship which subsists be- 
tw'een them. 

No proposition therefore can be more evident, I 
think, than that the virtuous roust necessarily, and by 
an implanted sense in the human heart, receive im- 
pressions of good-will towards each other ; and these 
are thej^tural source whence genuine friendship can 
only film. Not that a good man's benevolence is by 
^“T|means confined®to a single object : he extends it 
iftery individual : for true Virtue, incapable of par- 
l and contracted exceptions to the exercise of her 
benign spirit, enlarges the soul with sentiments of uni- 
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versal philanthropy.^ How, indeed, could it be con- 
sistent with her character to take whole nations under 
her protection, if even the lowest ranks of mankind, 
as well as the highest, were not the proper objects of 
beneficence ? • 

But to return to the more immediate object of our 
present consideration. They who insist that utility is 
the first and prevailing motive which induces mankind 
to enter into particular friendships appear to me to 
divest the association of its most amiable and engaging 
principle ; for to a mind rightly composed, it is not so 
much the benefits received, as the affectionate zeal from 
which they flow, that gives them their best and most 
valuable recommendation. It is so far indeed from 
being verified by fact, that a sense of our wants is the 
original cause of forming these amicable alliances ; 
that, on the contrary, it is observable, that* none have 
been more distinguished in their friendships than 
those, whose power and opulence, but, above all, 
whose superior virtue (a much firmer support) have 
raised them above every necessity of having recourse 
to the assistance of others. Perhaps, however, it may 
admit of a question, whether it were desirable that 
one’s friend should be so absolutely sufficient for him- 
self, as to have no wants of any kind to which his own 
powers were not abundantly adequate ; 1 am sure, at 
least, 1 should have been deprived of a most exquisite 
satisfaction, if no opportunity had ever oflered to ap- 
prove the affectionate zeal of my heart towards Scipio, 
and he had never had occasion, either in his civil or 
military transactions, to make use of my counlll or my 
aid. ® * 

The true distinction, then, in this question, is,^KTilt 
although friendship is certainly productive of utility,^ 
yet utility is not the primary motive of friendship. 



L^iLIUS : OR, AN ESSAY ON FRIENDSHJP. 319 

Those selfish sensualists, therefofe, who, lulled in the 
lap of luxury, presume to maintain the reverse, have 
surely no claim to attention, as they are neither qua* 
Hhed by reflection nor experience to be competent 
judges of the subject. 

Good gods ! is there a man on the face of the earth 
who would deliberately accept of all the wealth and all 
the affluence ibis world can bestow, if offered to him 
on the severe terms of his being unconnected with a 
single mortal whom he could love, or by whom he 
should be beloved ? This would be to lead the wretched 
life of a detested tyrant, who, amidst perpetual suspi- 
cions and alarms, passes his miserable days a stranger 
to every tender sentiment, and utterly precluded from 
the heartfelt satisfactions of friendship : for who can 
love the man he fears ? or how can affection dwell with 
a consciousness of being feared ? He may be flattered, 
indeed, by his followers with the specious semblance 
of personal attachment ; but whenever he falls, (and 
many instances there are of such a reverse of fortune,) 
it will appear how totally destitute he stood of every 
genuine -friend. Accordingly, it is reported that Tar- 
quin used to say in his exile that his misfortunes had 
taught him to discern his real from his pretended 
friends, as it was now no longer in his power to make 
either of them any returns. I should much wonder, 
however, if, with a temper so insolent and ferocious, 
he ever had a sincere friend. 

But as the haughtiness of Tarquin’s imperious de- 
portment rendered it impossible fbr him to know the 
satisfacilSn of enjoying a faithful attachment, so it 
frequently happens that the being advanced into ex*- 
alted stations equally proves the occasion of excluding 
the great and the powerful from possessing that ines- 
timable felicity. Fortune, indeed, is not only \)Und 
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herself, but is apt to affect her favorites with the same 
infirmity. Weak minds, elated with beings distinguished 
by her smiles, are generally disposed to assume an ar- 
rogant and supercilious demeanor ; and there is not in 
the whole compass of nature a more insufierable crea- 
ture than a prosperous fool. Prosperity, in truth, has 
been observed to produce wonderful transformations 
even in persons who before had always the good sense 
to deport themselves in a modest and unassuming 
manner ; and their heads have been so turned by the 
eminence to which they were raised, as to look down 
with neglect and contempt on their old friends, w hile 
their new connexions intirely engaged all their atten- 
tion and favor. But there cannot, surely, be a more 
flagrant instance of weakness and folly than to em- 
ploy the great advantages of extensive influence and 
opulent possessions in the purchase of brilliant equi- 
pages, gaudy raiment, elegant vases, together with 
every other fashionable decoration which wealth and 
power can procure, and yet neglect to use the means 
they aflford of acquiring that noblest and most valuable 
ornament of human life, a worthy and faithful friend ! 
The absurdity of this conduct is the more amazing, as, 
after ail the base sacrifices that may have been made 
to obtain these vain and ostentatious embellishments, 
the holding of them must ever be precarious : for who- 
ever shall invade them with a stronger arm, to him 
they will infallibly belong; whereas a true friend is a 
treasure, which no power, how formidable soever, can 
be sufficient to wrest from the happy possessor. But 
admitting that the favors of Fortune were iiflbeir na- 
ture permanent and irrevocable; yet how joyless and 
insipid must they prove, if not heightened and en- 
deaxed by the tociety and participation of a bosom 
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But, not to pursue reflections of this sort any fartl^r, 
let me rather observe, that it is necessary to settle some 
flxed standard or measure, by which to re^^ulate and 
adjust the kind aflectioiis in the commerce under con- 
sideration. To this intent, three different criterions, I 
And, have been proposed : the first is, that in all im- 
portant occurrences we should act towards our frieUd 
precisely in the same manner as if the case were our 
own ; the second, that our good offices should be ex- 
actly dealt out, both in degree and value, by the mea- 
sure and merit of those we receive from him ; and the 
last, that our conduct, in relation to all his concerns, 
should be governed by the same kind of sentiments 
with which he appears to be actuated in respect to 
them himself. 

Now there is not one of these several rules to which 
I can intirely give my approbation. The first is by no 
means, 1 think, just; because there are many things 1 
would undertake on my friend’s account, which 1 should 
never prevail with myself to act on my own : for in- 
stance, I would not scruple on his behalf to solicit, 
nor even to supplicate, a man of a mean and worthless 
character; nor to repel, with peculiar acrimony and 
indignation, any affront or injury that might be offered 
to him : and this conduct, which 1 could not hold with- 
out blame in matters that merely concerned myself, I 
very laudably might in those which relate to my friend. 
Add to this, that there are many advantages which a 
generous mind would willingly forego, or suffer him- 
self to be deprived of, that his friend might enjoy the 
benefit of them. 

With regard to the* second criterion, which deter- 
mines the measure of our affection and good offices, by 
exactly proportioning them to the valu^and quality we 
receive of each ; it degrades the connexion into a^mere 
CIC. VOL. 111. X 
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mercantile accoxfnt between debtor and creditor. True 
friendship is animated by nmcb too liberal and enlarged 
a spirit, to distribute her beneficence with a careful 
an#*penurious circumspection, lest she should bestow 
tno're abundantly than she receives : she scorns to pease 
the balance so exactly equal, that nothing shall be 
placed in the one scale without its equivalent in the 
other. 

The third maxim is still less admissible than either 
of the two former. There are some characters Who 
are apt to entertain too low an opinio%of their personal 
meriti and whose spirits are frequently much too languid 
and depressed, to exert themselves with proper vigor 
and activity for the promotion of their own interest or 
honors. Under circumstances of this kind, shall the 
zeal of a friend rise no higher than one's own, but 
cautiously be restrained within the same bumble level ? 
On the contrary, he ought to endeavor, by every 
means In his power, to dispel the gloom that overcasts 
the mind of his desponding associate, and animate his 
hopes with livelier and more sanguine expectations. 

And now, having pointed out the insufficiency of the 
several criteria I have mentioned, it is necessary I 
should produce some other, more adequate and satis- 
factor;^; but before I deliver my own opinion in re- 
spect to this article suffer me previously to observe 
that Scipio used frequently to say there never was a 
caution advanced more injurious to the principles of 
true amity, than the famous precept which advises so 
to regulate your atfe<^tion to\^ards ^our friend, aS to 
remember that the time may possibly come when you 
shall have reason to hate him. He could never, he 
said, be persuaded that Bias, a man so distinguished 
for Avisdom as to be ranked among the seven celebrated 
sagesiof Greece, was really the author, as he is gene- 
rally supposed, of so unworthy a precaution : it was 
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rather the maxim, he imagined, of some sordid wretch, 
or perhaps of some ambitious statesman, who, a stranger 
to every nobler sentiment of the human heart, had no 
other object in forming his connexions, but as Iliey 
mi^hl prove conducive to the increase or establishment 
of his power. It is impossible, certainly, to entertain 
a friendship for any man, of whom you cherish so un- 
favorable an opinion j as to suppose he may hereafter 
give you cause to become his enemy. In reality, if 
this axiom were justly founded, and it be right to sit 
thus loose in out affections; — we ought to wish that 
our friend might give us frequent occasion!^ to com- 
plain of his conduct; to lament whenever he acted in a 
laudable manner; and to envy every advantage that 
might attend him, lest unhappily be should lay too 
strong a bold on our heart. This unworthy rule, there- 
fore, whoever was the author of it, is evidently calcu- 
lated for the utter extirpation of true amity. The 
more rational advice would have been, as Scipio re- 
marked, to be always so cautions in forming friend- 
ships, as never to place our esteem and affections 
where there was a probability of their being converted 
into the opposite sentiments: but at all events, if we 
should be so unfortunate as to make an improper 
choice, it were wiser, he thought, not to look forward 
to possible contingences, than to be always acting on 
the defensive, and painfully guarding against future 
dissensions. 

I think, then, the only measures that can be pro- 
perly recommeuddld respecting our general conduct in 
the article of friendship, is, in the first place, to be 
careful that we form the connexion with men of strict 
and irreproachable manners ; and, in the next, frankly 
to lay open to each other all our thoughts, inclinations, 
and purposes, without the least caution, resert%, or 



.‘324 


CICERO. 


\ 

disguise. I will venture even to add, that in cases in 
which the life or good fame of a friend is concerned, it 
may be allowable to deviate a little from the path of 
strict right, in order to comply with his desires ; pro- 
vided, however, that by this compliance our own cha- 
racter be not materially affected : and this is the largest 
concession that should he made to friendship ; for the 
good opinion of the public ought never to be lightly 
esteemed ; nor the general affection of our fellow-citi- 
zens considered as a matter of little importance, in 
currying on the great affairs of the world. Popularity, 
indeed, if purchased at the expense of base conde- 
scensions to the vices or the follies of the people, is a 
disgrace to the possessor; but when it is the just and 
natural result of a laudable and patriotic conduct, it 
is an acquisition which no wise man will ever con- 
temn. 

But to return to Scipio. Friendship was his favorite 
topic ; and I have frequently heard him remark, that 
there is no article in which mankind usually act with 
so much negligence, as in what relates to this con- 
nexion. Every one, he observed, informs himself with 
great exactness of what numbers his docks and his 
herds consist ; but who is it that endeavors to ascertain 
his real friends, with the same requisite precision? 
Thus likewise, in choosing the former, much caution 
is commonly used in order to discover those significant 
marks which denote their proper qualities; whereas, 
ill selecting the latter, it is seldom that any great at- 
tention is exerted to discern those* moral signatures 
which indicate the qualifications necessary to constitute 
a friend. 

One of the principal ingredients to form that cha- 
racter is a steadiness and constancy of temper. This 
virtuf, It must be confessed, is not very generally to 
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be found amon^ mankind ; nor is there any other means 
to discover in whose bosom it resides than experience : 
but as this experience cannot fully be acquired till the 
connexion is already formed, allection is apt to take 
the lead of judgment, and render a previous trial im- 
possible. It is the part of prudence, therefore, to re- 
strain a predilection from carrying us precipitately 
into the arms of a new friend, before we have, in som<* 
degree at least, put his moral qualifications to the test. 
A very inconsiderable article of money may be suffi- 
cient to prove the levity of some men's professions of 
friendship ; whilst a much larger sum in contest will be 
necessary to shake the constancy of others. But should 
there be a few, perhaps, who are actuated by too gene- 
rous a spirit to suffer any pecuniary interest to stand 
in competition with the claims of amity, yet where 
shall we find the man who will not readily surrender 
his friendship to his ambition, when they happen to 
interfere? Human nature is, in general, much too 
weak to resist the charms which surround these glitter- 
ing temptations ; and men are apt to flatter themselves, 
that although they should acquire wealth or power by 
violating the duties of friendship, the world will be too 
much dazzled by the splendor of the objects to take 
notice of the unworthy sacrifice they make to obtain 
them : and hence it is, that real, unfeigned amity, is 
so seldom to be met with among those who are en- 
gaged in the pursuit or possession of the honors and 
the offices of the commonwealth. 

To mention another species of trial, which few like- 
wise have the firmness to sustain ; — how severe is it 
thought by the generality of mankind to take a volun- 
tary share in the calamities of others! And yet it is in 
the hour of adversity, as Ennius well observes, that 
Friendship must principally provehertruth andstilingth. 
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III short, the desertinjj of a friend in his distress, and 
the neglecting of him in one's own prosperity, are the 
two tests which discover the weakness and instability 
of most connexions of this nature. To preserve, there- 
fore, in those seasons of probation an immovable a\id 
unshaken fidelity, is a virtue so exceedingly rare, that 
I had almost called it more than human. 

The great support and security of that invariable 
constancy and steadiness which I require in a friend 
is a Strong and delicate sense of honor ; for there can 
be no reliance on any man, who is totally uninfluenced 
by that principle, or in whom it operates but faintly. 
It is essential also, in order to form a permanent con- 
nexion, that the object of our choice should not only 
have the same general turn of mind with our own, but 
possess an open, artless, and ingenuous temper ; for 
where any one of those qualities are w^anting, vain 
would it be to expect a lasting and faithful attachment. 
True friendship, indeed, is absolutely inconsistent with 
every species of artifice and duplicity ; and it is equally 
impossible it should be maintained between persons 
whose dispositions and general modes of thinking do 
not perfectly accord. I must add, as another requisite 
for that stability I am speaking of, that the party 
should neither be capable of taking an ill-natured 
satisfaction in reprehending the frailties of his friend, 
nor easily induced to credit those imputations with 
which the malice of others may asperse him. 

These reflections siifliciently confirm that position 1 
set out with in this conversation, when I asserted that 
true friendship can only be found among the virtuous : 
for, in the first place, sincerity is so essential a quality 
in forming a good, or, if yon please, a wise man, (for 
they are controvertible terras,) that a person of that 
charaoter would deem it more generous to be a de- 
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dared enemy, than to conceal a rancorous heart under 
a smooth brow ; and, in the next, the same generous 
simplicity of heart would not only induce him to vin> 
dicate his friend against the accusation of others, but 
rdider him incapable of cherishing in his own breast 
that little suspicious temper, which is ever apt to take 
offence, and perpetually discovering some imaginary 
violation of amity. 

Add to tiiis, that his conversation and address ought 
to be sweetened with a certain ease and politeness of 
language and manners, that wonderfully contribute to 
lieighten and improve the relish of this intercourse. 
A solemn, severe demeanor, may be very proper, I 
confess, in certain characters, to give them their pro- 
per impression ; but friendship should wear a more 
pleasing aspect, and at all times appear with a com- 
placent, affable, and unconstrained countenance. 

And here I cannot forbear taking notice of an ex- 
traordinary question, which some, it seems, have con- 
sidered as not altogether .without difficulty. It has 
been asked, — Is the pleasure of acquiring a new friend, 
supposing him endued with virtues which render him 
deserving our choice, preferable to the satisfaction of 
possessing an old one ? On the same account, 1 pre- 
sume, as we prefer a young horse to one that is grown 
old in our service : for never, surely, was there a 
doubt proposed more unworthy of a rational mind ! 
It is not with friendships as with acquisitions of most 
other kinds, which, after frequent enjoyment, are ge- 
nerally attended with satiety : on the Contrary, the 
longer we preserve them, like those sorts of wine that 
will bear age, the more relishing and valuable they 
become. Accordingly, the proverb justly says, that 
one must eat many a peck of salt with a man before he 
can have sufficient opportunities to approve hiipself a 
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tboroiigh friend. Not that new connexions are to be 
declined, provided appearances indicate that in due 
time they may ripen into the happy fruits of a well- 
contracted amity. Old friendships, however, certainly 
have a claim to the superior degree of our esteetn, 
were it for no other reason than from that powerful 
impression which ancient habitudes of every kind na- 
turally make on the human heart. To have recourse 
once more to the ludicrous instance 1 just now sug- 
gested ; — who is there that %vould not prefer a horse, 
whose paces he had been long accustomed to, before 
one that was new and untrained to his hand ? Even 
things inanimate lay a strong hold on the mind, by 
the mere force of custom ; as is observable in that 
rooted atfection vre bear towards those places, though 
never so wild and uncultivated, in which a consider- 
able part of our earlier days have been passed. 

It frequently happens that there is a great disparity 
between intimate friends both in point of rank and ta- 
lents : now, under these cirpumstances, he who has the 
advantage should never appear sensible of his superi- 
ority. Thus Scipio, who stood distinguished in the 
little group, if 1 may so call it, of our select associates, 
never discovered in his behavior the least conscious- 
ness of his pre-eminence over Philus, Rupilius, Mem- 
mius, or any other of his particular connexions, who 
were of subordinate abilities or station : and with re- 
gard to his brother, Q. Maximus, who, although a man 
of great merit, and his senior, was by no means com- 
parable witl^cipio; he always treated him with as 
much deference and regard as if he had advanced as 
far beyond him in every other article as in point of 
years : in short, it was bis constant endeavor to raise 
'all his friends into an equal degree of consequence 
with himself; and his example well deserves to be 
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imitated. Whatever excellences, therefore, a man 
may possess, in respect to his virtues, his intellectual 
endowments, or the accidental favors of fortune, he 
ought generously to communicate the benefits of them 
with his friends and family. Agreeably to these prin- 
ciples, should he happen to be descended from an ob- 
scure ancestry, and see any of his relations in dis- 
tressed circumstances, or that require the assistance of 
his superior power or abilities, it is incumbent on him 
to employ his credit, his riches, and ids talents, to sup- 
ply their respective deficiencies, and reflect back on 
them every honor and advantage they are capable of 
receiving. Dramatic writers, when the fabulous hero 
of tlieir play, after having been educated under some 
poor shepherd, ignorant of his true parent, is disco- 
vered to be of royal lineage, or the offspring, perhaps, 
of some celestial divinity, always think it necessary to 
exhibit the noble youth as still retaining a grateful 
affection for the honest rustic to whom he had so long 
supposed himself indebted fpr his birth ; but how much 
more are these sentiments due to him, who has a legi- 
timate claim to his filial tenderness and respect ! In a 
word, the most sensible satisfaction that can result 
from advantageous distinctions of every sort, is in the 
pleasure a well-constituted mind must feel, by exert- 
ing them for the benefit of every individual to whom 
he stands related, either by the ties of kindred or 
amity. 

But if he, who, on account of any of those superio- 
rities which 1 have mentioned, appears most con- 
spicuous figure in the circle of his friends, ought by 
no means to discover, in his behavior towards them, 
the least apparent sense of the eminence on which he 
stands ; so neither should they, on the other hand, be- 
tray sentiments of envy or dissatisfaction in seeing him 
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thus exalted above them. It must be acknowleged, 
liowever, that in situations of this kind, the latter are 
too apt to be unreasonable in their expectations ; to 
complain that their friend is not sufficiently attentive 
to their interest, and sometimes even to break out inH:o 
open remonstrances ; especially if they think they are 
intitled to plead the merit of any considerable services, 
to strengthen their respective claims. But to be ca- 
pable of reproaching a man with the obligations you 
have conferred on him, is a disposition exceedingly 
contemptible and odious : it is his part, indeed, not to 
forget the good offices he has received ,* but ill, cer- 
tainly, would it become his friend to be the monitor 
for that purpose. 

It is not sufficient, therefore, merely to behave with 
an easy condescension towards those friends who are 
of leas considerable note than oneself ; it is incumbent 
on him to bring them forward, and, as much as pos- 
sible, to raise their consequence. The apprehension 
of not being treated with sufficient regard sometimes 
creates much uneasiness in this connexion ; and those 
tempers are most liable to be disquieted by this suspi- 
cion that are inclined to entertain too low an opinion 
of their own merit. It is the part, therefore, of a ge- 
nerous and benevolent mind to endeavor to relieve his 
friend from the mortification of these humiliating sen- 
timents, not only by professions, but by essential ser- 
vices. 

The proper measure by which these services ought 
to be regulated must be taken partly from the extent 
of our own power, and partly from what the person, 
who is the object of our particular affection, has abili- 
ties to sustain : fur how unlimited soever a man’s au- 
thority and influence might be, it would be impossible 
to raise indiscriminately all his friends by turns into 
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the same honorable stations : thus Scipio, although he 
had sufficient interest to procure the consular dignity 
for Publius Kutiliiis, could not perform the same good 
office for Lucius, the brother of that consul. But even 
afimitting that you bad the arbitrary disposal of every 
dignity of the state, still it would be necessary well 
to examine whether your friend^s talents were equal 
to his ambition, and sufficiently qualified him to dis- 
charge the duties of the post in question, with credit to 
himself and advantage to the public. 

It is proper to observe, that in stating the duties and 
obligations of friendship, those intimacies alone can 
justly be taken into consideration which are formed 
at a time of life when men's characters are decided, 
and their judgments arrived at maturity. As to the 
associates of our early years, the companions and 
partners of our puerile pleasures and amusements ; — 
they can by no means, simply on that account, be 
deemed in the number of friends. Indeed, if the first 
objects of our affection had the best claim to be re- 
ceived into that rank, — our nurses and our pedagogues 
would, certainly, have a right to the most considerable 
share of our regard. Some degree of it is unquestion- 
ably due to them*; but of a kind, however, far different 
from that which is the subject of our present inquiry* 
The truth is, were our early attachments the just foun- 
dation of amity, it would be impossible that the union 
should ever be permanent : for our inclinations and 
pursuits take a different turn, as we advance into riper 
years ; and where these are no longer similar, the true 
cement of friendship is dissolved : it is the total dis- 
parity between the disposition and manners of the vir- 
tuous and the vicious that alone renders their coali- 
tion incompatible. 

There is a certain intemperate degree of affection to- 
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wards one’s friends, which it is necessary to restrain ; 
as the indulging of it has frequently, and in very im- 
portant situations, proved extremely prejudicial to 
their interest. To exemplify my meaning by an in- 
stance from ancient story ; Ncoptolemus would nev^'r 
have had the glory of taking Troy had his friend Ly- 
comedes, in whose court he had been educated, suc- 
ceeded in his too warm and earnest solicitations not to 
hazard his person in that famous expedition. There 
are numberless occasions, which may render an absence 
between friends highly expedient ; and to endeavor, 
from an impatience of separation, to prevent it, be- 
trays a degree of weakness inconsistent with that firm 
and manly spirit, without which it is impossible to act 
up to the character of a true friend ; and this is a far- 
ther confirmation of the maxim I before insisted on, 
that in a commerce of friendship, mutual requests or 
concessions should neither be made nor granted with- 
out due and mature deliberation. 

But to turn our reflections from those nobler alli- 
ances of this kind, which are formed between men of 
eminent and superior virtue, to that lower species 
which occurs in the ordinary intercourse of the world. 
In connexions of this nature, it sometimes unfortu- 
nately happens that circumstances arise which render 
it expedient for a man of honor to break with his 
friend: some latent vice, perhaps, or concealed ill 
humor unexpectedly discovers itself in his behavior 
either towards his friends themselves, or towards 
others, which cannot be overlooked without partici- 
pating his disgrace. The most advisable and prudent 
conduct in situations of this kind is to suffer the inti- 
macy to wear out by silent and insensible degrees ; or, 
to use a strong expression, which I remember to have 
fallen from Cato on a similar occasion, the bands of 
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friendship should be gradually united, rather than sud** 
denly cut asunder : always supposing, however, that 
the otFence is not of so atrocious a nature as to render 
an absolute and immediate alienation indispensably 
requisite for one’s own honor. ‘ • 

As it is not unusual (for I am still speaking of com- 
mon friendships) that dissensions arise from some ex- 
traordinary change of manners or sentiments, or from 
some contrariety of opinions with respect to public 
adairs, the parties at variance should be much on 
their guard lest their behavior towards each other 
should give the world occasion to remark that they 
have not only ceased to be cordial friends, but are be- 
come inveterate enemies ; for nothing is more indecent 
than to appear in open war with a man, with whom one 
has formerly lived on terms of familiarity and good 
fellowship. 

Scipio estranged himself from Quintus Pompeius, 
you well know, solely on my account ; as the dissen- 
sions which arose in the republic alienated him also 
from my colleague Metellus ; but in both instances he 
preserved the dignity of his character, and never suf- 
fered himself to be betrayed into the least improper 
warmth of resentment. 

On the whole, then, the first great caution in this 
commerce should be, studiously to avoid all occasions 
of discord ; but if any should necessarily arise, the 
next is, to manage the quarrel with so much temper 
and moderation, that the fiame of friendship shall ap- 
pear to have gently subsided, rather than to have. been 
violently extinguished ; but above all, whenever a dis- 
sension happens between the parties, they should be 
particularly on their guard against indulging a viru- 
lent animosity ; as a spirit of this exasperated kind, 
when unrestrained; is apt to break forth into expres- 



334 


CICERO. 


I 

sions of the most miilevolhiit contuAiely and I'cproacb. 
In a case of this nature, if the language should not be 
too insulting to be borne, it will be prudent, in consi- 
deration of their former friendship, to receive it with- 
out a return ;»for by this forbearance, the reviler aR.d 
not the reviled, will appear the person that most de- 
serves to be condemned. 

The sure, and indeed the only sure means to escape 
the several errors and inconveniences I have pointed 
out, is, in the first place, never hastily to engage in 
friendships ; and, in the next, not to enter into them 
with those who are unworthy of the connexion. Now 
he alone is worthy whose personal merit, independent 
of all other considerations, renders him the just object 
of affection and esteem. Characters of this sort, it 
must be confessed, are extremely rare, as indeed every 
other species of excellence generally is ; nothing being 
more uncommon than to meet with what is perfect in 
its kind in any subject whatever. But the misfortune 
is, that the generality of the world have no conception 
of any other merit than what may be turned to inte- 
rest; they love their friends on the same principle, and 
tn the same proportion, as they love their docks and 
their herds ; giving just so much of their regard to 
each as is equal to the profits they respectively pro- 
duce. 

Hence it is they are for ever strangers to the sweet 
complacences of that generous amity, which springs 
from those natural instincts originally impressed on 
the human soul, and is simply desirable for its own 
abstracted and intrinsic valtie. To convince th'em, 
however, of the possible existence at least, and power- 
ful efficacy, of an affection utterly void of all merce- 
nary motives, — they need only be referred to what 
passes in their o^vn bosoms : for the love which every 
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niRn bears to himself does not, certainly, flow from 
any expected recompense or reward, but solely from 
that pure and innate regard which each individual 
feels for his own person. Now if the same kind of 
affection be not transferred into friendship, it will be 
in vain to hope for a true friend ; as a true friend is no 
other, in eilect, than a second self. 

To these reflections we may add, that if two distinct 
principles universally prevail throughout the whole 
animal creation ; in the first place, that love of self 
which is common to every sensitive being ; and in the 
next, a certain degree of social affection, by which 
every individual of the same species is led to herd with 
its kind; — how much mdre strongly has Nature infused 
into the heart of man, together with a principle of self- 
love, this herding disposition f By the latter he is 
powerfully impelled,' not only to unite with his species 
in general, but to look out for some particular asso- 
ciate, with whom he ipay be so intimately blended in 
sentiments and inclinations, as to form, 1 had almost 
said, one soul in two bodies. 

The generality of mankind are so unreasonable, not 
to say arrogant, as to require that their friends shofild 
be formed by a more perfect model than thOmselves 
are able or willing to imitate ; whereas the first endea- 
vor should be to acquire yourself those moral excel- 
lences which constitute a virtuous character, and then 
to find an associate whose good qualities reflect back 
the true image of your own. Thus would the fair fa- 
bric of friendship be erected on that immovable basis, 
which I have so repeatedly recommended in the course 
of this inquiry : for what should endanger its stability, 
when a mutual affection between the parties is blended 
with principles that rai.4'e them above those mean pas- 
sions, by which the greater part of the world are 
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usually governed ? Being equally actuated by a strong 
sense of justice and equity, they will at all times 
equally he zealous to exert their utmost powers in the 
service of each other ; well assured that nothing will 
ever be required, on either side, inconsistent with the 
dictates of truth and honor. In consequence of these 
principles, they will not only love, but revere each 
other : I say revere ; for where reverence does not 
dwell with affection, amity is bereaved of her noblest 
and most graceful ornament. 

It is an error, therefore, that leads to the most per- 
nicious consequences, to imagine that the laws of friend- 
ship supersede those of moral obligation, and Justify a 
participation with licentiousne'Ss and debauchery. Na- 
ture has sown the seed of that social affection in the 
heart of man for purposes far difl'erent ; not to produce 
coufederates in vice, but auxiliaries in virtue. Soli- 
tary and sequestered virtue is indeed incapable of rising 
to the same height as when she qcts in conjunction with 
an affectionate and animating companion of her gene- 
rous efforts. They who are thus leagued in reciprocal 
support and encouragement of each other’s moral am- 
bition may be considered as setting out together, in 
the best company and surest road, towards those de- 
sirable objects in which Nature has placed the supreme 
felicity of man. Yes, my friends, 1 will repeat it again ; 
an amity ennobled by these exalted principles, and di- 
rected to these laudable purposes, leads to honor and 
to glory, and is productive, at the same time, of that 
sweet satisfaction and complacency of mind, which, in 
conjunction with the two former, essentially constitute 
real happiness. He, therefore, who means to acquire 
these great and ultimate beatitudes of human life, 
must receive them from the bands of virtue ; as neither 
friendship, or aught else deservedly valuable, can posr 
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sibly be obtained without her influence and interven- 
tion ; for they who persuade themselves that they may 
possess a true friend, at least where moral merit has 
no share in producing the connexion, will find them- 
selves miserably deceived whenever some severe mis- 
fortune shall give them occasion to make the decisive 
experiment. 

It is a maxim, then, which cannot too frequently nor 
too strongly be inculcated, that in forming the attach- 
ment wo are speaking of, we should never suffer affec- 
tion to take root in our hearts before judgment has 
time to interpose ; for in no circumstance of our lives 
can a hasty and inconsiderate choice be attended with 
more fatal consequences. But the folly is, that we 
generally forbear to deliberate till consideration can 
nothing avail ; and hence it is, that after the associa- 
tion has been habitually formed, and many good offices, 
perhaps, have been mutually interchanged, some latent 
flaw becomes visible, and the union which was precipi- 
tately cemented is no less suddenly dissolved. Now 
this inattention is the more blameworthy and astonish- 
ing, as friendship is the only article, among the dif- 
ferent objects of human pursuits, the value and im- 
portance of which is unanimously, and without any 
exception, acknowleged : I say the only article ; for 
even Virtue herself is not universally held in esteem ; 
and there are many who represent all her high pre- 
tensions as mere affectation and ostentatious parade: 
there are, too, whose moderate desires are satisfied 
with humble meals and lowly roofs, and who look on 
riches with sovereign contempt. How many are there 
who t))ink that those honors, which inflame the ambi- 
tion of others, are of all human vanities the most frivo- 
lous ! In like manner, throughout all the rest of those 
several objects which divide the passions of mankind, 
CIC. VOL. III. Y 
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what some admire, others most heartily despise : 
whereas, with respect to friendship, there are not two 
difterent opinions; the active and the ambitious, the 
retired and the contemplative, even the sensualist him- 
self, if he \vould indulge his appetites with any degree 
of refinement, unanimously acknowlege that, without 
friendship, life can have no true enjoyment. She in- 
sinuates herself, indeed, by I know not what irresist- 
ible charm, into the hearts of every rank and class of 
men, and mixes in all the various modes and arrange- 
ments of human life. Were there a man in the world 
of so morose and acrimonious a disposition, as to shun 
(fQgreeably to what we are told of a certain Timon of 
Athens) all communication with his species ; even 
such an odious misanthropist could not endure to be 
excluded from one associate, at least, before whom he 
might discharge the whole rancor and virulence of his 
heart. The truth is, if we could suppose ourselves 
transported by some divinity into a solitude, replete 
with all the delicacies which the heart of man could 
desire, but secluded at the same time from every pos- 
sible intercourse with our kind, there is not a person 
in the world of so unsocial and savage a temper, as to 
be capable, under these forlorn circumstances, of relish- 
ing any enjoyment.' Accordingly, nothing is more true 
than what Archytas of Tarentum, if I mistake not, is 
reported to have said ; — ^That were a man to be carried 
up into heaven, and the beauties of universal nature 
displayed to his view, he would receive but little plea- 
sure from the wonderful scene, if there were none to 
whom he might relate the glories he had beheld. Hu- 
man i^ature, indeed, is^so constituted as to he incapable 
of lonely satisfactions': roan, like those plants which 
are formed to embrace others, is led by an instinctive 
impulse to recline on his species; and he finds his 
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happiest and most secure support in the arms of a 
faitlifiil friend. But although in this instance, as in 
every other, Nature points out her tendencies by a 
variety of unambiguous notices, and proclaims her 
iftieaning in the most emphatical language ; yet, I know 
not liovv it is, we seem strangely blind to her clearest 
signals, and deaf to her loudest voice. 

The odices of friendship are so numerous, and of 
such . different kinds, that many little disgusts may 
arise in the exercise of them, which a man of true 
good sense will either avoid, extenuate, or be con- 
tented to bear, as the nature and circumstances of tlie 
case may render most expedient : but there is one par- 
ticular duty which may frequently occur, and which 
he will at all hazards of offence discharge, as it is 
never to be superseded consistently with the truth and 
fidelity lie owes to the connexion ; I mean the duty of 
admonishing, and even reproving his friend ; — an office 
which, whenever it is affectionately exercised should 
be kindly received. It must be confessed, however, 
that the remark of my dramatic friend is too frequently 
verified, who observes in his Aiidria, that obsequious- 
ness conciliates friends, .but truth creates enemies. 
When truth proves the bane of friendship, we may 
have reason, indeed, to be sorry for the unnatural 
consequence ; but we should have cause to be more 
sorry, if we suffered a friend, by a culpable indulgence, 
to expose bis character to just reproach. On these 
delicate occasions, however, we should be particularly 
careful to deliver our advice or reproof without the 
least appearance of acrimony or insult. Let our ob- 
sequiousness (to repeat the significant expression of 
Terence) extend as far as gentleness of manners and 
the rules of good breeding require ; but far let it be 
from seducing us to flatter either vice or misconduct ; 
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;i meanness unworthy, not only of every man who 
claims to himself the title of friend, but of every 
liberal and ingenuous mind. Shall we live with a 
Iriend on the same cautious terms wc must submit to 
live with a tyrant? Desperate, indeed, must that man,’/? 
moral disorders be, who shuts his ears to tlic voice of 
truth, when delivered by a sincere and affectionate 
monitor ! It was a saying of Cato (and he had many 
that well deserve to be remembered) that some men 
were more obliged to their inveterate enemies than to 
their complaisant friends ; as they frequently heard the 
truth from the one, but never from the other. In short, 
the great absurdity is, that men are apt, in the instances 
under consideration, to direct both their dislike and 
their approbation to the wrong object: they hate the 
admonition, and love the vice ; whereas they ought, 
on the contrary, to bate the vice, and love the admo- 
nition. 

As nothing, therefore, is more suitable to the genius 
and spirit of true friendship than to give and receive 
advice ; to give it, I mean, with freedom, but without 
rudeness, and to receive it, not only without reluc- 
tance, but with patience ; so nothing is more injurious 
to the connexion than flattery, compliment, or adula- 
tion. I multiply these equivalent terms in order to 
mark with stronger emphasis the detestable and dan- 
gerous character of those pretended friends, who, 
strangers to the dictates of truth, constantly hold the 
language which they are sure will be most acceptable : 
but if counterfeit appearances of every species are base 
and dishonest attempts to impose on the judgment of 
the unwary, they are more peculiarly so in a com- 
merce of amity, and absolutely repugnant to the vital 
principle of that sacred relation ; for, without since- 
rity, friendship is a mere name, that has neither mean- 
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in^ nor efficacy. It is the essential property of this 
alliance to form so intimate a coalition between the 
parties, that they seem to be actuated, as it were, by 
one common spirit : but it is impossible that this unity 
<pf mind should be produced when there is one of them 
in which it does not subsist even in his own person ; 
who, with a duplicity of soul, which sets him at perpe- 
tual variance from himself, assumes opposite senti- 
ments and opinions, as is most convenient to his pre- 
sent purpose. Nothing in nature, indeed, is so pliant 
and versatile as the genius of a flatterer, who always 
acts and pretends to think in conformity, not only to 
the will and inclination, but even to the looks and 
countenance of another. Like Gnatho in the play, he 
can prevail with himself to say either ‘ yes' or ‘ no,' as 
best suits the occasion ; and he lays it down as his ge- 
neral maxim never to dissent from the company. 

Terence exposes this baseness of soul in the person 
of a contemptible parasite; but how much more con- 
temptible does it appear when exhibited in the con- 
duct of one who dares usurp the name of friend ! The 
mischief is, that there are many Gnathos, of a much 
superior rank and consequence, to be met with in the 
commerce of the world; and it is from this class of 
flatterers that the greatest danger is to be appre- 
hended, as the poison they administer receives addi- 
tional strength and efficacy from the hand that conveys 
it. Nevertheless, a man of good sense and discern- 
ment, if he will exert the requisite attention, will al- 
ways be able to distinguish the complaisant from the 
sincere friend, with the same certainty that he may, in 
any other subject, perceive the difference between the 
counterfeit and the genuine. It is observable in the 
general assemblies of the people, composed as they are 
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of the most ignorant part of the community, that even 
the populace know how to discriminate the soothing, 
insidious orator, whose only aim is to acquire popu- 
larity, from the firm, inflexible, and undcsigning pa- 
triot. A remarkable instance of this kind lately a|i^ 
peared, when Caius Papirius proposed a law to enable 
the tribunes, at the expiration of their office, to be re- 
elected for the ensuing year ; on which he employed 
every insinuating art of address to seduce and capti- 
vate the ears of the multitude. Not to mention the 
part I took myself on that occasion, it was opposed by 
Scipio with such a commanding flow of eloquence, «nd 
invincible strength of reason, tliat this popular law was 
rejected by the very populace themselves. But you 
were present at the debate, and his speech is in every 
body's hands. I cannot forbear giving you another 
instance likewise, although it is one particularly re- 
lating to myself. You may remember, that in the 
consulate of Lucius Mancinus and Quintus Maximus, 
the brother of Scipio, a very popular law was moved 
by Caius Licinius, who proposed that the privilege of 
electing to the sacerdotal offices should be transferred 
from the respective colleges to the general assemblies 
of the people ; and let me remark, by the way, it was 
on this occasion that Licinius, in complaisance to the 
people, first introduced the practice of addressing them 
with his back turned on the senate-bouse. Neverthe- 
less, the pious reverence which is due to every cir- 
cumstance that concerns the worship of the immortal 
gods, together with the arguments by which I exposed 
the impropriety of his motion, prevailed over all the 
specious colorings of his plausible oratory. This affair 
was agitated during my pretorship ; and I was not 
chosen consul till five years afterwards : so that it is 
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evident I owed my success more to the force of truth 
than to the influence of station. 

Now if in popular assemblies, a scene, of all others, 
in which fiction and fallacious representations have the 
gpeatest scope, and are usually employed with the most 
success, Truth, when fairly stated and properly en- 
forced, could thus prevail, with how much more reason 
may she expect to be favorably heard in an intercourse 
of friendship, the very essence whereof depends on 
sincerity ! In a commerce of this nature, indeed, if 
you are not permitted to see into the most hidden re- 
cesses of your friend's bosom, and do not with equal 
unreserve lay open to him the full exposure of your 
own, there can be no just ground for confidence on 
either side, nor even sufficient evidence that any affec- 
tion subsists between you. With respect, however, to 
that particular deviation from truth, which is the ob- 
ject of our present consideration, it must be acknow- 
leged that, noxious as dattery is, no man was ever in- 
fected by it who did not love and encourage the offer- 
ing. Accordingly, there is no turn of mind so liable 
to be tainted by this sort of poison as a disposition to 
entertain too high conceit of one^s own merit. 1 must 
confess, at the same time, that conscious virtue cannot 
be void of self-esteem, as well knowing her own worth, 
and how amiable her form appears : but the pretenders 
to virtue are much more numerous than the really vir- 
tuous ; and it is of the former only that 1 am now 
speaking. Men of that character are particularly de- 
lighted with adulation, as confirming their title, they 
imagine, to the merit they so vainly claim. 

It appears, then, that genuine friendship cannot pos- 
sibly exist where one of the parties is unwilling to 
bear truth, and the other is equally indisposed to speak 



344 


CICERO. 


it. Friends of this kind are by no means uncommon 
in the world ; and, indeed, there could be neither pro- 
priety nor humor in the character of a parasite, as ex- 
hibited by our comic writers, were a vainglorious sol- 
dier, for example, never to be met with in real life. 
When the braggart captain in the play asks Gnatho, 
‘ Did Thais return me many thanks, say you V an art- 
less man would have thought it sufficient to answer, 
* Many ;* but the cunning sycophant replies, ‘ Im- 
mense, innumerable i* for a skilful flatterer perfectly 
well knows that a pleasing circumstance can never be 
too much exaggerated in the opinion of the person on 
whom he means to practise. 

But although flattery chiefly operates on those whose 
vanity encourages and invites the exercise of it, yet 
these are not the only sort of men on whom it may im- 
pose. There is a delicate and refined species of adu- 
lation, against which even better understandings may 
not improperly be cautioned. Gross and open obse- 
quiousness can deceive none but fools ; but there is 
a latent and more ensnaring manner of insinuation, 
against which a man of sense ought to be particularly 
on his guard. A flatterer of this insidious and con- 
cealed kind will frequently gain his point even by op- 
position : he will affect to maintain opinions which he 
does not hold, and dispute in order to give you the 
credit of a victory ; but nothing is more humiliating 
than to be thus egregiously duped ! It is necessary, 
therefore, to exert the utmost attention against falling 
into these covert snares, lest we should have reason to 
say, with one of the characters in the Heiress,’ * Never 
was old dotard on the stage so finely played on as 1 

’ A comedy so called, written by Csecilius. 
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have been by you to-day/ This, indeed, would be to 
exhibit the mortifying personage of one of those ridi- 
culous old men in our comedies, who listen with easy 
faith to every specious fale contrived to impose on 
tbeir credulity, lint I have insensibly wandered from 
the principal object I had in view ; and instead of 
proceeding to consider friendship as it appears in per- 
fect cliarjicters, (perfect, I mean, as far as is consistent 
with tlie frailty of human nature) I am talking of it as 
it is seen in the vain and frivolous connexions of the 
world. 1 return therefore to the original subject of 
our conversation, and which it is now time to draw 
towards a conclusion. 

It is virtue, — yes, let me repeat it .again, it is vir- 
tue alone that can give birth, strength, and perma- 
nency to friendship : for virtue is a uniform and steady 
principle, ever acting consistently with itself. They, 
whose souls are warmed by its generous flame, not only 
improve their common ardor by communication, but 
naturally kindle into that pure affection of the heart 
towards each other, which is distinguished by the name 
of amity, and is wholly unmixed with every kind and 
degree of selfish considerations. But although genuine 
friendship is solely the offspring of pure good will, 
and no motive of advantage or utility has the least 
share in its production, yet many very beneficial con- 
sequences result from it, how little soever those con- 
sequences are the objects primarily in view. Of this 
disinterested nature was that affection which, in the 
earlier season of my life, united me with those venerable 
old men, Paulus, Cato, and Gallus, as also with Na- 
sica, and Gracchus, the father-in-law of my late ho- 
nored and lamented friend. That the principle I have 
assigned is really the leading motive of true friend- 
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ship, becomes still more evident when thee onnexion is 
formed between men of equal years ; as in that which 
subsisted between Scipio, Furius, Rupilius, Miim- 
mius, and myself. Not that old men may not also find 
a generous satisfaction in living on terms of disinter- 
ested intimacy with the young; as I have the happi- 
ness to experience in the friendship I enjoy, not only 
with both of you and Q. Tubero, but even with Pub- 
lius Rutilius and Aulus Virgiuius, who are much your 
juniors. One would wish indeed, to preserve those 
friends through all the successive periods of oiir days, 
with whom we first set out together in this our journey 
through the world ; but since man holds all his posses- 
sions by a very precarious and uncertain tenure, we 
should endeavor, as our old friends drop otf, to repair 
their loss by new acquisitions ; lest one should be so 
unhappy as to stand in his old age, a solitary, uncon- 
nected individual, bereaved of every person whom he 
loves, and by whom he is beloved : for without a pro- 
per and particular object on which to exercise the kind 
and benevolent aflections, life is destitute of every en- 
joyment that can render it justly desirable. 

As to the loss 1 have myself sustained by the death 
of Scipio, who was so suddenly and so unexpectedly 
snatched from me, he is still present in my mind’s 
eye, and present he will ever remain : for it was his 
virtues that endeared him to my heart ; and his vir- 
tues can never die. But not by me only, who had the 
happiness to enjoy a daily intercourse with them, will 
they be held in perpetual remembrance: his name 
will be mentioned with honor tq the latest posterity ; 
and no man will hereafter either meditate or execute 
any great and laudable achievement without proposing 
to himself the conduct of Scipio, as his brightest and 
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most animating exemplar. For myself ; among all the 
blessings, for wliicli 1 am indebted either to nature or 
to fortune, there is not one on which I set so high a 
value as the friendship in which I lived with Scipio. 
l}a him I found a constant associate in public atlairs, a 
faithful counsellor in private life, and on all occasions 
the confidential friend from whom my soul received 
her truest and most solid satisfactions. 1 am not con- 
scious of ever having given him even the slightest 
cause ot offence; and sure I am, that I never heard a 
word proceed from his lips which I had reason to bo 
sorry he had uttered. We not only lived under the 
same roof, and eat at the same frugal table, but ad- 
vanced together through the several military services ; 
and even in our travels, as well as during our recess 
into the country, were constant and inseparable com- 
panions ; not to mention that we were equally ani- 
mated with the same ardent love of science, and jointly 
passed every hour of our privacy and leisure in one 
common pursuit of useful knowdege. If the power of 
recollocting these pleasing circumstances had become 
extinct in me at the same time that he expired, it would 
have been impossible that I could have supported 
the loss of a man whom I so tenderly loved, and with 
whom I was so intimately united : but they are in- 
delibly stamped on ray mind ; and the oftener they re- 
(;ur to my thoughts, the more lively is the impression 
they leave behind them. But were 1 totally deprived 
of these soothing reflections, my age, however, would 
afford me great consolation ; as I cannot, by the com- 
mon course of nature, long be separated from him ; 
and short pains, how severe soever they may prove, 
may well be endured. 

I have thus laid before you all tliat occurs to me on 
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the subject, concerning which you desired iiiy seiui- 
inents. Let me only again exhort you to be well per- 
suaded that there can be no real friendship which is 
not founded on virtuous principles ; nor any ac qui- 
sition, \irtue alone excepted, preferable to a tr”(> 
friend. 


END OF CICERO. 








